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  Armand Hammer (May 21, 1898  December 10, 1990) was an American busi-
ness manager and owner, most closely associated with Occidental Petroleum, a company 
he ran from 1957 until his death, though he was known as well for his art collection, his 
philanthropy, and his close ties to the Soviet Union.  
https://int.search.myway.com/search/GGmain.jhtml?p2=%5EBSB%5Echr999%5ET-
TAB03%5E&ptb=8D0B759D-5894-452C-8E48-
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GEVORG TER-VARDANEAN 

SENE ERIM TER-HAKOBYAN: THE FIRST DIRECTOR OF  
THE NATIONALIZED MATENADARAN  

Keywords: Mashtots Matenadaran,  Ter-Hakobyan,  
, Hovhannes Manuelyan, the KGB and Matenadaran 

in the 1930s. 

Two articles concerning the first director of Mashtots Matenadaran,  
Ter-Hakobyan (1881 1938, director in 1921 1938), appeared in the 1953 issues of 
the Armenian magazine Hairenik published in Boston during 1922 1970. One of the 
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nd the author of the second is the famous col-
lector and philologist   (1901 1976), who lived the most part of 
his life (1923 1976) in the USA. The articles describe the personality of  
Ter-Hakobyan, his unique human character and his high intellect. article 
depicts the terrible atmosphere of fear, suspicion and snitching prevailing in Mate-
nadaran in 1931. However, thanks to the principled and selfless attitude of 

 Ter-Hakobyan, Matenadaran survived that difficult time without manu-
script losses. This happened also thanks to efforts, who convinced the 
Bolshevik officials that Armenian manuscripts had no value in overseas markets and 
auctions and therefore were useless for sale.  

The articles of S. Guryan and H.  are reprinted here with necessary 
notes; in the introduction, some sad episodes which took place in Matenadaran dur-
ing the 1930s are mentioned in brief. On March 28. 1938, the KGB confiscated from 
Matenadaran four chests with valuable church utensils belonging to the Etchmiadzin 
monastery and the list of the artefacts of the monastery, compiled in 1873. Among 
them there was a very valuable ivory book binding. Another tragic page was the 
death of Hovhannes Manuelyan, the head of the Matenadaran Manuscript Depart-
ment in the late 1940s, which was a result of a crafty intrigue that emerged in the 
same atmosphere of overall suspicion.  

This publication also gives an overview of the history of Mashtots Matenadaran 
in the 1920s 1930s, with its bright and dark episodes. 
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