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ARMINE MELKONYAN

GHEVOND VARDAPET P‘ IRGHALEMYAN’S ACTIVITY AND THE ISSUE
OF HIS LITERARY HERITAGE
(ON THE OCCASION OF A NEWLY DISCOVERED AUTOBIOGRAPHY)

Keywords: Ghevond Vardapet P‘irghalemyan, colophon, manuscript,
monastery of Varag, biography, Priest Giwt Aghanyants®,
archival documents.

Ghevond Vardapet P‘irghalemyan (1830, Van—1891, Jerusalem), a prominent
Armenian philologist, traveler and church figure is mostly known for his collection
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of colophons of Armenian manuscripts. P‘irgalemyan’s travelogues provide much
useful information for the study of the culture and everyday life of the 19th-century
Eastern and Western Armenia, as well as Armenian-populated places of the Ottoman
Empire.

Unpublished volumes of his collection of colophons as well as a poem entitled
“The Villages of Vaspurakan” (M 4407) are kept at Matenadaran. In many
manuscripts of Matenadaran, there are brief notes by P‘irghalemyan, which evidence
that he had studied those manuscripts and copied the colophons. In M 4677 (a
Homiliary of the 15th century) I came across an autobiographic colophon by
P‘irghalemyan written on September 6, 1868, in the Prelacy of Van.

He provides interesting information about his family and describes events that
happened to him in 1850-1860: how he settled in the monastery of Lim, his
education, ordination as deacon and then priest, journey to Constantinople and back
to Van with Mkrtich Vardapet Khrimyan. In the Monastery of Varag, Ghevond took
part in the publication of the Armenian periodical Artsvi Vaspurakan. Thanks to this
autobiography, previously unknown facts about P‘irghalemyan’s life have been
revealed, and it becomes possible to verify those known before. On the same page
of M 4677, there are two seals with the name of Vardapet Ghevond.

The article also draws attention to P‘irghalemyan’s literary heritage, focusing
on writings that had been considered lost. By comparing the bibliographical sources
and studying archival documents, we have found some more of them in the archive
of Priest Giwt Aghanyants (in the National Archive of Armenia). Interestingly, it
was he who brought the unpublished works by P‘irghalemyan from Constantinople
to Holy Etchmiadzin in 1897.

APMUWHE MEJIKOHSH

JAEATEJBHOCTD BAPJAIIETA TEBOH/JIA IUPTAJIEMSAHA U BOITPOC
Er'O JIMTEPATYPHOI'O HACJIEAUA
(IO TOBOJY HOBOBBISIBJIEHHOI ABTOBUOT PA®UHN)

KiroueBble ciioBa:  Bappaaner ['eBony Ilupranemsid, KOJIopoOH, pyKOITUCh, MOHA-
cTeipb Bapar, Ouorpadus, nporouepeit ['oT AraHsHil, apxuB-
HBIE JOKYMEHTBI.

Brinatomuiicss apMAHCKUI (HIIONOT, MyTEUIECTBEHHUK M LIEPKOBHBIN JesATeNb
Bapaanet ['eBoun Iupranemsn (1830, Ban — 1891, Uepycanum) n3BecteH no 060b-
IIeH YacTH CBOCH KOJIICKIIUEH KOIO(OHOB apMsIHCKUX pykoruceli. Ero myresbie 3a-
METKH MPECTABISIOT OCOOBIN MHTEpeC ISl U3YUeHHS KyJIbTYPhl U TIOBCETHEBHOM
*u3Hu Bocrounoi u 3anagnoit Apmennn XIX Beka, a TakKe apMAHOHACEIEHHBIX
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yacreit Ocmanckoi umiiepun. B MaTtenagapane XxpaHstcsi HEOIyOJIMKOBaHHBIE TOMa
€ro KOJUIEKIINU KOJIO(OHOB, a TaKKe 1ModaMa, o3ariamieHHas “‘/lepeBHn Bacrypa-
KaHa”. B MHOTOYHCIICHHBIX pyKOTHCAX MaTeHanapana nMeroTcs momeTsl [luprame-
MsIHa, CBUETEIBCTBYIOIIUE O TOM, YTO OH M3Yy4ajl 3TH PYKOIUCH U CKOITUPOBAJ KO-
nodounsl. B pykonucu N 4677 (I'omunuapuit XV Beka) Mbl Hallui aBToOHorpaduio-
konodoH I'eBonna Ilupranemsna, HamucanHyio 6 centsOpst 1868 roga B Banckoi
enapxuu.

OHa colep>KUT HHTEPECHYIO HH(POPMAIIHIO O €T0 CEMbE, OTIMCHIBAECT COOBITHS,
npomsmmennie ¢ HuM B 1850-1860 romax: kak OH ocenuics B MOHACThIpe JIum, ero
o0pa3oBaHKE, PYKOIIOJOXKECHUS B TMAKOHBI M CBSILEHHUKH, IyTemecTtsre B Kon-
CTaHTHHONONb U oOpaTtHO B Ban ¢ Bapmanerom Mkprtuuem XpumsiHoMm. B mMoHa-
cTeipe Bapar ['eBoH yuacTBOBaJ B M3/ITaHUM apMsHCKOTO XypHaina “Apisu Bacmy-
pakan”. bnaronapsi oOHapy»eHHOW aBTOOMOTpaduy PacKphIBalOTCSI HEU3BECTHEIC
JOHBIHE (QaKThl U3 KU3HU [lupranemsiHa, U MOSBIAETCS BO3MOXHOCTD IIPOBEPUTH
yxe u3BecTHble. Ha Toil xe cTpanuiie pykonucu 4677 HAXOASATCS ABE IEYATH C UMe-
HeM BapaaneTa ['eBoHza.

B cratbe oOcyxmaeTcs Bompoc JUTepaTypHOro Hacienus [lupranemsna, ak-
LEHTHUPYETCs BHUMaHNE Ha COUMHEHUSIX, CAUTABIINXCS yTepssHHBIME. CpaBHUB OHO-
nrorpaguyeckre UCTOUHHUKH, a TaK)Ke W3yYUB apXUBHBIE TOKYMEHTBI, Mbl HAILIH
HEKOTOphIe U3 HUX B HanroHansHOM apxuBe ApMEHUH, B apXUBHOM (DOHJE MPOTO-
nepest ['tora Aransana. UaTepecHo, 4To nMeHHO OH B 1897 roay mpuBe3 HeomyOIn-
KoBaHHble npou3BeneHus [lupranemsina u3 Koncrantunonoss B Cestod Dumu-
aJ3uH.



