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Abstract
As part of this study, we studied the features of gender communication in elementary

school. Gender equality issues among younger pupils, the amount of portrayal of gender
roles in primary school, and pedagogical settings for addressing potential gender obstacles
were all considered. Gender representation in a variety of primary school textbooks was also
investigated, which we believe plays an essential function in the context of gender education
for younger schoolchildren. An attempt was made to explore the topic in further depth using
quantitative research and a survey. Particular problems were identified as a result of the
analysis of the research results and the study of relevant literature and documents: weak,
sometimes stereotypical representation of the female sex in textbooks, lack of
communication between younger schoolchildren of different genders due to conflict
situations, and a lack of pedagogical conditions for controlling the situation. Among the
problems, we can highlight the lack of effective forms of family—school cooperation. As a
result of our investigation, we discovered a number of mechanisms, the usage of which may
significantly contribute to maintaining equitable communication between younger pupils of
different genders, based on mutual understanding, mutual respect, and tolerance. We are
sure that the issue is critical to student development and education, and that it will play a
significant role in how holistic schoolchildren's psychology will be already in middle and
high schools, as well as how cohesive the atmosphere and non-conflict communication
between students of different sexes in general education classes.
Keywords and phrases: gender, gender education, primary school, educational

process, psychological and physiological features, upbringing.
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AHHOTAIUA

B pamkax 3Toro uccienoBaHus U3y4eHbl OCOOCHHOCTH T€HAEPHOH KOMMYHUKAIIUU
B Ha4aJIbHOM MIKOJIE. BblIN paccMOTpEHbI BOPOCHI T€HACPHOTO PaBEHCTBA CPEAN MIIAIINX
IIKOJILHUKOB, CTEMEHb OTPAXKECHUS TEHACPHBIX pOJIEM B HAYalbHOW MIKOJIE U
MEeIaroruuecKue YCIOBHUS NJii YCTPAHCHMs MOTCHIMAJIBHBIX T€HACPHBIX MPEMATCTBUM.
Takxke OBUIO HCCIICZIOBAHO TEHACPHOE MPEICTABJICHUEC B PA3IHYHBIX yUCOHHKAX JUIS
Ha4yaJIbHOW WIKOJIBI, KOTOPOE, 10 HAIlleMy MHEHHIO, UTPaeT BAXKHYIO POJb B KOHTEKCTE
TCHJICPHOTO 00pa30BaHUs MIIAJIINX IIKOJBHUKOB. bblla mpeanpuHATa MONBITKA Oojee
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yri1yOIICHHOTO U3YYEHHS 3TOM TEMbI C UCIIOIb30BAHMEM KOJIMYECTBEHHBIX HCCIIEIOBAHUI U
orpoca. B pe3ynbraTe aHani3a UCCIIEI0BaHHS M H3YUSHHUS] COOTBETCTBYIOLIEH JIUTEPATYPhI
U JOKYMEHTOB OBLIHM BBISBICHBI KOHKpPETHBIC MPOONEMBI: ci1aboe, HHOTIa CTEPEOTUITHOE
NpeACTAaBJICHUC KCHCKOI'O IoJjia B y‘le6HI/IKaX, OTCYTCTBUEC O6IJ.[€HI/I$I MCXKIAY MJIaJUINMU
IIKOJBHUKAMH Pa3HOTO TMOja M3-33 KOHQIMKTHBIX CHUTYallMid, a TaKXe OTCYTCTBHE
MearoruIecKux yCIoBuil 1uist KOHTpouis cutyanun. Cpe/u npo0ieM Mbl MOXKEM BbIJICTHUTh
orcyTcTBre 3Q(DEeKTUBHBIX POPM COTPYIHUUIECTBA CEMbH U LIKOJIBL. B pe3ynbraTe Hamiero
WCCIICIOBaHUsT MBI OOHAPYXWIN DSl MEXaHW3MOB, HCIIOJB30BAHHE KOTOPBIX MOXKET
CYIIECTBEHHO CIIOCOOCTBOBATh MOJJICP)KAHUIO PABHOIPABHOIO  OOIICHUS  MEKIY
MIaAIMMU  INKOJbHHUKAMM  pa3HOro 10Jila, OCHOBAaHHOTO Ha B3aMMOIIOHHMMAaHWH,
B3alMOYBAKEHUHM U TEPHUMOCTH. MBI yBEpEHBI, YTO 3TOT BOIPOC HMMEET pEIIAIoLIEe
3HAYCHHE JUIS PA3BUTHS U 00PA30BAaHUs YYAIIUXCSA U YTO OH CHITPAET 3HAYUTEIBHYIO POJIb
B TOM, HACKOJIbKO IIEIIOCTHOW OyIET MCUXOJIOTUs IIKOJIbHUKOB YK€ B CPSAHUX M CTAPIIHX
KJIaccax, a TaKKe HACKOJBKO CIUIOUEHHOH Oymer atMocdepa U HEKOH(IMKTHOE OOIIeHHEe
MEXK/Ty YUYaIIUMHKCS Pa3HOTO MoJ1a B 00111e00pa30oBaTeIbHBIX Kilaccax.

KuiroueBble c/10Ba U CJIOBOCOYETAHMSI: TeH/IED, TCHAESPHOE BOCITUTAHKE, HAYaIbHAsI
IKoJia, 00pa3oBaTeIbHBIN MPOIIECC, ICUXOJIOTHYECKHE U (PU3NOJIOTHYECKHE 0COOEHHOCTH,
BOCITUTAHUE.

Problems:

Our conversations about the topic of gender with younger children, their parents, and
teachers, as well as our ongoing monitoring of the issue, allow us to express confidence that
gender stereotypes, discriminatory attitudes, and communication challenges are not rare in
primary school. In many circumstances, children have inaccurate notions about the
biological and social roles of girls and boys, which has a detrimental influence on the
establishment of gender socialization of a younger learner, producing communication
difficulties or a lack of communication. Considering the fact that the foundations of a child's
upbringing are laid, at least in part, in primary school, it can be argued that any
discrimination, manifestation of violence should be excluded. At the same time, it is
important that younger students have favorable conditions for interaction, mutual assistance
and communication.

The aim of the study: The objective of this study is to investigate the characteristics
of gender communication and the problem of gender equality in primary school, to identify
the sharp corners of the problem caused by psychological and physiological differences
between girls and boys, and to determine the level of representation of gender roles in
primary school.

Based on the objectives of the study, the main research tasks are as follows:

e Identification of the frequency of gender stereotypes in primary school;
e Study and analysis of male and female social roles, features of
communication of younger schoolchildren;

-27 -



o Identification of possible difficulties in children due to gender belonging
difficulties while communicating and the ways to solve the problem.

Problem analysis: The success of the educational process in the primary grades of a
secondary school largely depends on the relationship between the teacher and the student,
on the edge of communication, knowledge of each other's qualities. In the modern
educational process, the priority is to preserve the psychological, moral, mental, physical
health of the individual, the issues of forming a stable self-esteem of students, as well as
ensuring a healthy moral and psychological atmosphere in which all students without gender
differences have opportunities for communication and mutual assistance. It should be noted
that junior school is a key stage for younger learners since it is at this age that personality
formation, coordination of views, positions, preferences take place. The child becomes an
individual, and the knowledge about the world becomes one of his important goals.

The next important attribute inherent in a younger learner is the desire for
independence. A junior student, both in the educational process and in communication with
classmates, and in other actions of everyday life, strives to be independent, thereby showing
that he is capable and brave. This is, perhaps, a way of self-affirmation inherent in age,
which, in our opinion, should not be prohibited, but should be controlled. It can be argued
that the incentive for the independence of younger schoolchildren is also technological
development, which they use, copying numerous manifestations of social behavior. Of
course, the digital socialization of younger schoolchildren has both a negative and a positive
side. The use of technology is a skill of the 21st century, but its improper use can negatively
affect the psychology of younger schoolchildren [1, pp. 71-80]. At the same time, it should
be noted that younger male schoolchildren strive for greater independence, and
simultaneously, disorderly behavior, indiscipline, inappropriate attitude towards classmates
or a teacher are also more characteristic of them. In pedagogy and practice, gender is not
considered one of the important characteristics of a child. All educational programs, the
content of education, the rules of conduct developed by the internal charter of the school are
the same for both girls and boys. It should be noted that gender-related differences are
noticeable in the socio-cultural environment, and, as a rule, male students play a more active
role, often depending on gender, and the prevailing status dependant on it. Basically, this
difference largely comes from the family: in Armenian society, boys are allowed to do
almost "everything", and girls need to be obedient, submissive. We believe that it is as a
result of such improper upbringing in primary school that difficulties in communication
arise due to gender. Girls are often silent when their classmates resort to emotional violence,
they hesitate to resist when their rights are violated. A form of emotional abuse is isolation,
refusal to communicate with the victim (they do not play with the child, do not want to sit
on the same bench with them, do not invite them to birthday parties) [2, page 83].

Institutionally, the problem of gender equality in the Republic of Armenia is
formulated in the Constitution. Article 14.1 establishes that "all people are equal before the
law and discrimination based on gender, race, skin color, ethnic or social origin, genetic
characteristics, language, religion, worldview, political or other views, belonging to a
national minority, property status, birth, disability, age or other circumstances of personal
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or of a social nature is prohibited" [3, Article 14.1.]. Nevertheless, despite the fact that
gender equality is enshrined in the Constitution, no matter how much the educational
process is aimed at ensuring that students are decent and respect each other, gender equality
assessments remain problematic. Even in primary school, there are clear differences in the
roles and status of girls and boys, due to traditional culture and customs. We believe that
education is important, in particular, to the effective inculcation of moral norms and values.

It should be noted that the foundations of moral education should be laid firmly and
unshakably, supported by moral examples. An important idea from this point of view is
expressed by Elena Nikolay Zemlyanskaya, Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences: "A school-age
child is more susceptible to sensory-value, spiritual and moral education.” At the same time,
the shortcomings of education in primary school are extremely difficult to overcome in
subsequent years, and omissions in education can cause negative consequences of individual
development-ontogenesis. Therefore, the modern primary school began to pay special
attention to these problems of education [4, p.57]. Gender education is an integral part of
moral education and aims to form male and female qualities in children, therefore, in
primary school, much attention should be paid to gender education, which is also one of the
important tasks of psychology and pedagogy of the child. Without effective gender
education, it is perhaps impossible to develop adequate, differentiated methods in the
process of educating children of different genders. The teacher’s problems in this context
are multidimensional:

e teach the child to recognize their own and the opposite gender,

e it is necessary to form the ability to make friends of the opposite gender,
e encourage girls and boys friendship,

e teach boys how to treat girls and vice versa.

In fact, femininity and masculinity do not manifest themselves, but are formed
through purposeful education. The mental health of a child, his healthy relationship with the
environment, the process of adaptation to the environment, self-perception, self-knowledge
largely depend on the gender identity formed in him, the characteristics of gender behavior.
Sexual behavior is formed during gender education, gender socialization.

The child's acceptance and assimilation of his gender role gives him a sense of gender
identity, which determines self-awareness and behavioral manifestations of personality.
Gender identity is the awareness and acceptance of one's own gender identity, which gives
the child the formation of interests and behavior of the corresponding gender.

A lot of things depend on teachers. Teachers, through the content of academic
subjects, targeted conversations, explanatory work, should form students' collective
thinking, respect for each other, create an atmosphere of solidarity, good order, friendship.
Without this circumstance, it is impossible to manage the learning process, to demonstrate
to students their roles and responsibilities. In order for teachers to create a favorable
psychological atmosphere in the classroom, they must maintain student activity at a high
level so that no student feels deprived in the classroom. Capable teachers engage students
in a constant dialogue, create situations in which students discuss and jointly conduct
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research. Joint research activities of students contribute to interaction, the formation of
communication and the development of creative opportunities [5, page 4-20].

In many cases, the teacher uses interaction methods to ensure the proportionate
participation of students in the lesson, to stimulate their cooperation and interaction. Thus,
student interaction during learning tasks is unavoidable, since interactive methods provide
student-student communication in addition to teacher-student communication [6]. In this
context, however, it should be noted that it is extremely important that a teacher can
purposefully apply teaching methods, engaging in self-education, self-development, self-
education, which are the best ways to improve his skills. It involves the purposeful work of
a person associated with the independent search and assimilation of knowledge in the areas
of interest to him [7, page 33]. One of the basic principles of interactive learning is
interaction, mutual learning, cooperation, therefore, in this context, the teacher, along with
educational tasks, can solve the problem of effective communication and interaction of
students with each other. When communication and classroom communication is carried
out effectively, students become more excited. Effective communication helps students
learn more easily, form healthy relationships and a positive atmosphere in the classroom [8,
page 1]. In the process of educational activity, the teacher is faced with the fact that each
student has his own individual work style, character and temperament, pace of work, etc.
Acceptance and consideration of such individual characteristics is useful to ensure a stable
moral and psychological atmosphere in the classroom and a proportional increase in student
academic performance. Knowing the individual characteristics of students, the teacher can
more easily exclude possible conflicts and problematic communication based on gender in
the classroom.

It should also be noted that in this context, the family plays a key role. It is important
to coordinate the actions of parents and teachers in the education of and the formation of a
system of values in younger schoolchildren,. To ensure that primary schoolchildren do not
experience difficulties in communication and establishing relationships due to gender, the
role of the psychologist of the educational institution is also key and important. In general,
the presence of a psychologist at school is very important, since he is working towards the
mental health of students and the formation of personality, contributes to the creation of a
favorable psychological atmosphere at school, prevents difficulties and deviations of mental
processes, states, identifies conditions that hinder the formation of personality, contributes
to the solution and overcoming of these problems [9, point 9]. Communication with peers
also gives children the opportunity to share experiences, social skills, as they are also formed
by interaction with people [10, pages 3-17].

In our deep conviction, the difficulties of communication due to gender, or their
absence in primary school is a rather shaky phenomenon and at the same time not directly
regulated by law. It is caused by age characteristics, and generally accepted gender
stereotypes, and the child's upbringing in the family or its absence, and the quality of
education in the learning process, and the human and professional competence of the
teacher. For a more comprehensive study of the problem, we conducted two studies: a
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quantitative study of primary school textbooks and a survey of teachers teaching in junior
school.

Study 1: As aresult of a quantitative study of textbooks for primary school, it became
clear that there is a pronounced asymmetry in the representation of gender roles: the
predominance of male roles over female (see table 1). It turns out that in addition to the
educational function, textbooks indirectly reproduce the social norms that are widespread
in our society, which younger schoolchildren immediately accept. Therefore, the observed
asymmetry can have a negative impact on the formation of students' ideas about the social
roles of the genders [11; 12].

Table 1.
Textbooks for elementary school quantitative research
The name of the The representation of The representation of gender in

textbook and its gender in the pictures the pictures
author

Female Male Female Male
Aybbenaran / 109 26 77 118
V.Sargsyan
Native language 111 238 234 228
Textbook 2 /
V. Sargsyan
Native language 34 310
Textbook 2 /
V. Sargsyan
Me and the world 74 138 50 61
around me 2 /
Torosyan,
Aleksanyan
Me and the world 30 80 28 61
around me 3 /

Torosyan,
Aleksanyan
Me and the world 26 65 4 57
around me /
A. Hovsepyan

According to our deep conviction, younger schoolchildren, constantly coming into
contact with the predominance of male images and roles over female ones, accept this
reality, therefore, independent examples in the learning process are also built in this way.
Meanwhile, we believe that such nuances also affect schoolchildrens’ perceptions of gender
and their roles. Having studied a number of textbooks for primary classes, we noticed that
the male sex is mainly represented in the roles of the leader and initiator, but the image of
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the female representatives in textbooks is expressed in the roles of performer, follower,
complement. Boys actively climb trees, swim, play sports, do physical work, while girls are
involved mainly in more passive roles, often simply duplicating female or maternal roles.

Figure 1. (Aybbenaran, Qyurqchyan, Ter-Grigroyan, page 16)

It is noteworthy that the textbooks clearly distinguish between male and female
qualities. Male images are presented that demonstrate courage and strong-willed qualities,
while among the qualities that characterize the female gender, softness, defenselessness,
tearfulness, modesty, etc. are emphasized - "brave boy," "crying Serine," "naughty, grumpy
boy," etc. (see Figure 1).

Thus, this study indicates that the frequency of gender stereotypes is quite accurate
in textbooks on a number of academic disciplines of primary school and the dominance of

nmn

male is underlined. In our opinion, this is a problem that has a significant impact on
improving the self-esteem of male students. Difficulties and manifestations of
discrimination also arise in the communication of boys with high self-esteem and girls who
perceive their role as modest. In this context, we certainly believe that there is a need to
change a number of textbooks. Today's school needs such textbooks, educational and
auxiliary materials, which in no way will contain even the slightest manifestations of gender
discrimination. This will allow the educational process to be carried out on an equal basis,
which will help to ensure that students and boys and girls equally respect each other's social
roles, have equal involvement in various activities, which will ensure constructive
communication between them and an atmosphere of mutual trust and respect.

Study 2: We conducted an online survey among 20 primary school teachers. The
purpose of the survey is to find out how younger schoolchildren communicate, what features
teachers will highlight in the communication of students of different genders and what
pedagogical conditions today's teachers have to promote gender socialization of students
(see Table 2).
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Table 2.

Results of a survey conducted among teachers

communicate with each
other?

Question Answers by %
1. Have you noticed any Yes-70%
manifestations of gender No-30%
inequality among your

learners?

2. Do younger learners of Yes-60%
different genders No-0 %

Sometimes-40%

likely to act as a leader?

3. Girls and boys often face Yes-70%

conflicts in communication. No-10%
Sometimes-20%

4. Do these conflicts affect Yes 90%

the moral and psychological No 10%

atmosphere in the classroom?

5. Are boys or girls most Boys-78%

Girls- 22%

6. How do you cope with the
difficulties of communication
of students due to gender?

Thematic conversation - 40%
Cooperation with the parent - 20%
Explanatory work - 30%

Individual work - 10%
Yes-65%
No-45%

7. Do students have the
opportunity to
comprehensively explore
their gender roles through
educational content?

8. Mention some of the

Discrimination - 51

possible problems that Emotional abuse - 19
children face when it comes Physical violence - 10
to gender. Bullying - 20

Thus, as a result of our survey, we made a number of statements, which we will present
below:

e Among younger schoolchildren there are manifestations of gender
inequality that are quite noticeable. In our opinion, the 70% indicator confirming the
presence of gender inequality in school is worrying, and in this context, there is a
need for structural reforms. changing textbooks, developing effective mechanisms of
parent-school communication, improving methods of education.

e There is no lack of gender-based communication in primary school, but
certain conflict situations manifest themselves, which greatly affects the moral and
psychological atmosphere in the classroom.
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e To overcome possible conflicts, teachers use a number of ways: thematic
conversation, explanatory work with students in individual or group form,
cooperation with parents of younger students.

e [t is also important to note that most teachers notice that due to the content
of education, students do not have the opportunity to comprehensively and fully
explore their gender roles. In this context, the gender education of younger
schoolchildren suffers, which is a key issue at this age.

e In connection with the gender problem of schoolchildren in primary
school, there are systemic problems: gender discrimination, emotional violence,
physical violence, bullying.

In our opinion, these are problems that it is simply unacceptable to turn a blind eye
to, therefore, at the current stage of educational reforms, the problems we have mentioned
should also become the agenda, be monitored and receive system-structural solutions.

Conclusion

The conducted research confirms the idea that gender socialization of primary school
children is a complex process on which gender-based communication in the classroom
environment depends. It is at this age that the psychosexual development of children is
coordinated and generalized, their sexual self-awareness is formed. This process is carried
out through the content of education and upbringing.
As a result of our research, we found out that the problem has systemic and structural
problems that significantly disrupt the formation of gender identity of younger
schoolchildren, which, in turn, creates difficulties for communication of younger
schoolchildren of different genders. The result is that in the general education class, different
students have different conflict situations, manifestations of emotional, physical violence,
discrimination. Thus, we believe that at this active stage of educational reforms, it is
necessary to pay great attention to this problem, to reconsider the representation of gender
roles in textbooks, to develop effective mechanisms of education. Thus, it will be possible
to ensure a healthy moral and psychological environment in the classroom, to exclude
possible conflicts on the basis of gender. As a result, in a stable moral and psychological
environment, the learning process will be more effective, students' motivation to learn will
increase, and a competitive constructive atmosphere will be formed.
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