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GEVORG TER-VARDANYAN
ANNA MARIA MATTAAR

A NEWLY DISCOVERED OLD ARMENIAN PRINTING

While researching the Armenian old printing books of the Royal Library of The
Hague, Anna Maria Mattaar found an unknown 4-page text in a copy of the Psalms
published in the printing house of Ghukas Vanandetsi in 1714—1715 in Amsterdam.
The text is not related to the Psalms. It is a circular "Letter of Exhortation" (“T‘ught’
hordorakan”) published in the same printing house in 1714, which urges the address-
ees to participate in the fundraising for building the Armenian Church of the Holy
Spirit in Amsterdam. The authors are “Babajan, son of Sultanum, and Nikoghos, son
of Theodoros,” the trustees, overseers and agents of the construction of the church.

Since a unique copy of this printed document is preserved and it witnesses to
an important page in the life of the Dutch-Armenians, namely the construction of the
Church of the Holy Spirit, the "Letter of Exhortation" is published here together with
a photographic reproduction. For the history of Armenian printing, it is very im-
portant to search in archives, supply bibliographic information and, if necessary, re-
publish such texts related to everyday issues, printed in small numbers and often not
spread outside the places of printing.
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I'EBOPT TEP-BAPJIAHSH
AHHA MAPUSA MATTAAP

HOBOHAMJEHHOE CTAPOIIEYATHOE APMSHCKOE U3JIAHUE

Uccnenys apmsiHCKHE cTaponiedaTHble KHUTH [aarckoit Koponesckoit 6nbmo-
Teku, AHHa Mapus Marrtaap B onHoM sk3emiuisipe [lcantupu, usnanuoi B 1714-
1715 rr. B AMctepnamckoit Tanorpaduu ['ykaca Banannenu, oOHapyxuia He CBS-
3aHHOE 10 cojiepkaHuto ¢ [lcanThpplo HEM3BECTHOE M3/IaHUE. DTO COCTOSILEE U3
YEeTBIPEX CTPaHMII HUPKYIsipHOE “HacTaBuTenbHOE MHCHMO”, BBIIIEAIIEE U3 TOH Ke
tunorpaduu B ToM xe 1714 1. 1 npu3bIBarolee aJIpecaToB MPUHAThH yuacTHe B cOope
CpeACTB, HEOOXOAMMBIX AJISI CTPOUTENLCTBA apMsAHCKOW uepkBu Casitoro Jlyxa B
AwmcTtepiame. ABTOpaMHu 3TOTO MUPKYJISIpa ObLIH IMOTICYUTENN, CMOTPUTEIH U MO/
PAAYMKHA CTPOUTENHCTBA LIEPKBH, “babamxkan, cein Cyntanyma” u “Huxoroc, cbiH
Teomopoca”.

YuuteiBas TOT (aKT, YTO ATOT MEYATHBIN TOKYMEHT COXPAaHWIICS B €MHCTBEH-
HOM 3K3EMIUIIPE, a TAKXKE €ro pojib B )KU3HU IOJUIAHJICKUX apMsH U UCTOPUU CTPO-
utenbcTBa nepkBu CBsatoro [lyxa, “HactaButensHoe MUCHMO”™ MyOIUKYETCs KaK B
BUJIE TEKCTa, TaK U B (poTorpaduyueckom BocnpousBeneHuu. s uCTopuu apMsH-
CKOTI'0 KHUI'OIICYATAHUS B LIEJIOM OUEHb BaXKHO Pa3bICKUBATh B apXUBax, Onbauorpa-
¢uuecku 00padaTeIBaTh U MPU HEOOXOAUMOCTH MyOJIHKOBATH MOJOOHbBIC U3AaHUS,
[IOCBALICHHBIE [IOBCEAHEBHBIM BOIIPOCAM, Pa3MHOXKEHHbIE HEOOJIBIIUM THPAXKEM U
94aCcTO HE BBIXOJUBILNE 3a IIPEEIIbl MECT UX HAlleUaTaHUs..





