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ARSEN HARUTYUNYAN

THE EVIDENCES OF FAMINE IN THE ARMENIAN LITERARY SOURCES
OF THE EARLY 17TH CENTURY

Key words: Shah Abbas, Jghal Oghli Sinan pasha, Jalalids movement, high
prices of bread, price increase, famine, forced deportation, colo-
phons of manuscripts, chronicles.

The ordeals that befell the Armenian people in the early 17th century were first
and foremost a direct result of the long Turkish-Iranian wars, and the main purpose
of the clashes between the two countries, Ottoman Turkey and Safavid Iran, was
gaining access to the resources of Armenia, trade routes and land rights. This was
the reason why Shah Abbas's strategy was based on the deportation of Armenians
and the destruction of all possible means for the activity of the enemy (in this case,
the Turks). This was especially manifested in burning fields and orchards, the de-
struction of natural resources, dehidration of the soil, imposition of high taxes and
duties etc. This resulted in the shortage of bread and the rise in prices (especially in
the land of Ararat), which were repeatedly evidenced by the literary sources and in
fact led to severe famine.

APCEH APYTIOHSITH

CBUJIETEJBCTBA O I'OJIOJE B APMSHCKOM UCTOYHUKAX
HAYAJIA XVII BEKA

Karouebie ciioBa:  [llax A60ac, /[xenan-orael Cunan Ilama, nprmwkenune Jxanamm-
JIOB, HEJOCTAaTOK IPOJOBOJBLCTBUS, JOPOTOBU3HA, TIOJIOJ,
HACWJIbCTBEHHOE MEPECENICHUE, MaMSITHbIE 3alIUCH, XPOHUKH.

Brinasmue Ha 105110 apMsiHCKOTo Hapoja B Havane X VII Beka ucnblTanus siBU-
JIUCH TIPSIMBIM CJIEJICTBUEM 3aTSKHBIX MPAHO-TYPEIKUX BOIH, OCHOBHOM IEJBIO KO-
TOPBIX OBIJIO 3aBOEBAHNE 3€MENh M PECYPCOB APMEHHH, TPOXOSAIINX Yepe3 Hee TOp-
roBeix myteil. Illax-A60ac crpemuiics 000# 1IEHOW M3rHaTh apMsiH CO CBOUX
3eMeJIb M YHHUTOXKHUTD BCE PECYPChI, KOTOPBIE MOTJIM OBl TOHA00UTHCS Bpary (Typ-
kam). [1o ero npukasy NoKUranuch MOCEBHI U CaJibl, YHUUTOXKAJIUCH [IPUIIACHI, HC-
CYIIaNKCh 3eMJIM, ObLIH YCTAHOBIJICHBI BBICOKHE HAJIOTH W mojaTu. VIMeHHo cief-
CTBHEM OJTOI0 CTaJl MHOTOKPAaTHO 3aCBHAETEIHCTBOBAHHBIE B HCTOPHYECKUX
MCTOYHMKAX JOPOTOBH3HA M HEIOCTATOK Xj1eba, B 0COOEHHOCTH B ApapaTcKoil 00-
JIACTH, YTO (PAKTUYECKU MPUBEIIO K MACCOBOMY TOJIOLY.





