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KRISTINE KOSTIKYAN

THE DOCUMENTS OF KHOJA HOVHANNES, AN 18™ CENTURY
ARMENIAN MERCHANT OF AGULIS, IN THE ARCHIVE
OF THE CATHOLICOSATE OF MATENADARAN

Key words: Matenadaran, archive of the Catholicosate, Agulis, merchant,
Khoja Hovhannes, Persian document, edict, tax.

Together with the archive of St. Tovma monastery, the documents of some Ar-
menian merchants of Agulis have survived in the archive of the Catholicosate of
Matenadaran. A considerable number (about 100) of these documents belonged to
Khoja Hovhannes, the son of Srapion, a wealthy merchant of Agulis in the first half
of 18™ century. On the basis of these documents, the article discusses the life and
activities of this merchant, with a parallel research on the history of Agulis in that
period. The study has allowed to trace some of his trade activities in Agulis, the
Ottoman Empire and his cooperation with the merchants involved in the transit trade
through Eastern Transcaucasia. Some details of his estates in Agulis, Vanand, Teru-
nis etc. and his other possessions in Ordubad are revealed, as well as his administra-
tive and social activities. By the example of the edicts granted to Khoja Hovhannes,
the article refers to the problems and difficulties which the merchants faced in Iran
under the rule of Nadir Shah and the following years till 1754.

KOCTUKSH KPUCTHUHE

JOKYMEHTBI ATYJIMCCKOI'O KYIIIIA XVIII BEKA XOIKHA
OBAHECA B APXNBE KATOJINMKOCATA B MATEHAJIAPAHE

KuloueBnblie ciioBa:  Marenanapan, apxuB Kartonmukocara, Arynuc, kynen, Xomaxa
OBanec, IePCUICKUI TOKYMEHT, yKa3, HaJIOT.

B Marenanapane, B apXuBe apMsAHCKHUX KaTOJIMKOCOB, a TAKXKE B ApXHUBE MOHa-
ctipsi CB. DomBl B ATynnce COXpaHWINCh JOKYMEHTHI HEKOTOPBIX aryJlIHCCKUX
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KYTIOB. 3HAYUTENbHYIO YacTh (0Kosi0 100 enuHUIl) 3TUX MaTepHaioB COCTaBISIOT
JOKYMEHTBI, IPUHAUIeKAIINE TpeAnpuuMInBoMy Kyniy 18-ro Beka Xomxke Oba-
Hecy, cbiHy CpanmoHa u3 Arynunca. B craTbe Ha OCHOBaHMM 3THX JOKYMEHTOB HC-
CIIEIyeTCs ’KU3Hb U JIESITEIBHOCT ATOT0 KYIIIa NapaJiIeJIbHO C COOBITHSAMU UCTOPUH
Arynuca Toro nepuoja. JIOKyMeHTBI MO3BOJISIFOT MPOCIEAUTh HEKOTOPHIE U3 €0
TOPrOBBIX CHIENOK B Arynuce, OCMaHCKON UMIIEPUN U COTPYIHUYECTO C KyIIAMH,
BOBJICUEHHBIMHU B TPAH3UTHYIO TOProBilio yepe3 Bocrounoe 3akaBkasbe. BrisBIeHb!
TaKk)ke€ HEKOTOpbIE JIETallM, Kacaroluecs: ero nMeHnil B Arynuce, Bananne, Tepy-
Huce, umymectBa B Opay0aze, a Takke ero ColuaibHO-aIMUHUCTPATUBHON Jesi-
TenbHOCTH. Ha mpumepe rpaMoT, ModydeHHbIX XO0mKoi OBaHECOM, pacCMOTPEHBI
TaKXe NpoOIeMbl U TPYJHOCTH, C KOTOPBIMH CTAJIKUBAJIMCh Kymibl Mpana B nepuos
npasyieHuss Hanup maxa v mocieayrouye rojpl, BIUIOTh 10 1754 T.





