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ARMINE PETROSYAN

THE “BIRD COMBAT” SCENE IN THE ARMENIAN
CHURCH DECORATION OF THE 10™-14™ CENTURIES:
ICONOGRAPHY AND SYMBOLISM

Keywords: Animal and bird combat scene, bird reliefs, struggle, church dec-
oration, medieval sculpture, iconography, symbolism.

One of the main ideas of the Christian conception of the world is struggle, which
is reflected in art in allegorical scenes and symbolic images. Among them, there are
scenes of “struggling” birds that became widespread in the church decoration of the
10"-14" centuries (they count more than three dozen). On the basis of compositional
features, we can distinguish the scenes of the struggle of a bird and an animal, the
“torment” between two birds and the combat of a bird and a serpent-dragon.

The first iconographic composition represents a bird of prey (eagle or falcon)
holding an herbivore in its claws. The earliest examples of this scene (on the Holy
Cross Church in Aght‘amar, the Khakhu Church and the Ani Palace Church) are
marked by realism and dynamism. However, in the subsequent compositions those
features were developed towards frontal, static and allegorical representations in
which the bird and the prey symbolize the salvation of the righteous soul (Oshkvank*,
Ani Cathedral, Dsegh, Ayrivank* (Geghard), Burt‘elashen, Eghvard, Herher, etc.).

341, Upfuybijyubi, «dppuy-odp jhiryurp Zwywunmwih 10-14 pr. fubpuljndd. yunljEragene-
pymip b junrbrqupuiulwé bqriep frhunnibulué dyulnyph fudwobfunnady, b 406:



In the scenes of “torment,” the birds are represented in profile: a larger one (bird
of prey) pecks a smaller bird (in two cases an animal) on the neck or sometimes the
breast or the head. The first example of this composition decorates the Aght‘amar
Church and has become a common scene throughout Armenia (Hovhannavank®,
Tanahat, Ayrivank‘, Nor Varaga, Makaravank‘, Tigran Honents*, etc.). This scene
perhaps reveals different aspects of the common perceptions of eternal struggle.

The third composition represents a unique image of a bird and a serpent-dragon
(Makaravank‘, 1198). The bird (eagle) is depicted in profile, standing in a serene
position and meantime attempting to strangle a serpent-dragon curled around its
neck. Reflecting the main idea of Christianity, vanquishing evil, this composition
represents the common Christian idea of the triumph of the divine.

APMUHE IIETPOCSH

CIOXKET C «bOPIOIIUMUCS» ITUIIAMHA B IIEPKOBHOM IIJIACTHKE
APMEHHMU X-XIV BB.: UKOHOI'PA®HUA U CUMBOJINKA

KaroueBbie cioBa:  CreHbl 0OpbObI JKHBOTHBIX M MTHI[, peibedbl MTHIl, TeMa
OOpBOBI, IIEpKOBHAS IJIACTHKA, CPEIHEBEKOBAsl CKYJBITYpa,
MKOHOTpadusi, CHMBOJIHKA.

Tema G0opbOBI Kak OJTHA W3 TJIABHBIX HICH B XPUCTHAHCKOM MHPOIOHUMAaHUU
HAIllJIa CBOE SIPKOE OTPAKEHUE B HCKYCCTBE, B AJUIETOPUYECKUX CIOXKETaX U CUMBO-
ngeckux odpaszax. Cpeu TakoBBIX 0C000€ MECTO 3aHHMAIOT CIEHBI C «OOpIOIIH-
MUCSI» NTHLAMH, MTOTYYHBIINE ITUPOKOE PacPOCTPaHEHUE B IIEPKOBHOM IJIACTHKE
¢ X o XIV B. (6onee Tpex necaTkoB). Mcxons n3 KOMIO3HIIMOHHBIX 0COOEHHOCTEH,
MOXHO BBIICTTUTH CIICHBI O0PHOBI MEXKTy NITUTICH M dKUBOTHBIM («KOT TSI Opei),
CIICHBI «TEP3aHUs» MEXY JIBYMsI ITHIIAMH U OOpHOY MTHUIIBI CO 3MEEM-IPAKOHOM.

B KOMIO3MIMSX «KOTTAIIMI Ope» M300pakaeTcs XMIIHAs NTHLA (Opesl WIn
COKOJIT), CXBaTUBIIAS KOTTSMH KEPTBY (TpaBOsSAHOE KUBOTHOE). Camblil paHHHI 00-
paser Takoi KOMITO3HUIIMK HaxoauTcs Ha dacaae xpama CB. Kpecta ma AxTamape
(915-921 rr.). [TogoOHBIME 00pa3aMU MOXKHO CUUTATH peibedbl U3 Xaxy u AHUII-
cKkoii JIBOpIIOBOM LEpKBH. JTH paHHHUE pelibe(bl OTIMYAIOTCS PEATHCTHYHOCTHIO U
JUHAMHYHOCTBIO M300pakeHnsi. OIHAKO BCKOpE 3TH KadecTBa OBUIM yTpadeHBI, U
BO BCEX MOCIIEAYIONINX KOMIIO3ULIMSIX HAOI0AaeTCsl pa3BUTHE B CTOPOHY (ppOHTAIB-
HOTO, CTATUYHOTO W AJUIETOPUYECKOTO M300pasKeHH s, T/Ie XUIIHAS NITHIA 1 KEPTBa
CUMBOJIM3UPYIOT ciaceHue mpaseaHon mymm (OmkBank, Anu, KadeapanbHeiii co-
6op, Hcer, AlipuBank (I'erapx), Byprenamen, Ersapn, ['eprep, u ap.).

B cuenax «rep3aHus» NTHIBI MPEACTaBICHB B NMPO(MIb: OOJbIIAs NTUIA



(XuIIHAs)) HACTUTAET MEHBIIYI0 TI0 pa3MepaM IMTHUILY-)KEePTBY CBEpPXY, KIIFOET ee B
LI€10, B HEKOTOPBIX CIIydasix B TPyJib WU roJIoBYy. BriepBble 3Ta KOMIO3ULIMA BCTpe-
YaeTcsl B yOpaHCTBE TO ke AXTaMapcKoil EpKBU M 3aT€M CTAHOBUTCS JIIOOMMOM
TEMOH CKyNbNTypHOTO yOpaHcTBa mo Bceit Apmennu (OBaHaBaHK, Tanaat, Alipu-
BaHK, Hop Bapara, MaxkapaBauk, Turpan OneHn u ap.). Bo3MoXHO, 3TOT croxkeT
pacKpbIBaeT pa3Hble acIeKThl eMHON Uaen O BeuHOH Ooproe.

Tperuit nkoHOTpadUIECKUHA TUT MPEACTABIACT YHUKATFHYIO KOMIIO3UIIUIO C
n300paKeHneM MTUIIBI B 3Mesi-pakoHa (MakapaBaHK, epkoBb boropoauiibr, 1198
r.). ®urypa opna aaHa B npouib, B 0e3MATESIKHON MM03€, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH
MBITACTCSl 3aJYIIATH CBEPHYBIIETOCS BOKPYT €ro Iiew 3Mes-ApakoHa. OTpaxas
TJIABHYIO UJCI0 XPUCTHAHCTBA — TOOEIY HaJ 3JI0M (T. €. IbSIBOJIOM ), 3Ta KOMIIO3UIIHSI
BOILIOLIAET OOMIEXPUCTUAHCKYIO HACIO TOPKECTBa 100pa 1 00’KECTBEHHOTO Havaa.
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