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ANDRANIK YESAYAN

THE PROVINCE OF ZAKAM IN THE 17™H CENTURY AND THE FIRST
QUARTER OF THE 18™ CENTURY

Key words: Zakam province, Tavush, Ottoman Empire, tax register, Safavid
Iran, Lezgins, demographic change, Armenian settlements,
Muslims.

After the Persian-Ottoman sustained wars, from the second decade of 17th cen-
tury, favorable conditions for demographic growth emerged in the Zakam province
(currently, the territory of the province is part of the Getabek, Shamkor and Tovuz
regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan). Construction works and activity in the spir-
itual life can be mentioned. As a result, Armenians from other places settled here,
the old settlement was expanded, and new villages were founded. But the weakening
of the Safavid Empire in the latter part of the century and the frequent Lezgin inva-
sions led to grave consequences. Some villages were destroyed, and a part of the
population was taken captive. The Ottoman Empire, in agreement with the Russian



side, occupied the entire region in 1725. The Extensive Register of the Gandja-
Karabakh Provinces submitted in 1727 by the Turks contains important information
on the demographic and economic situation in Zakam. The study of its data demon-
strates that despite the unfavorable conditions and the recent wars, the province
Zakam preserved numerous Armenian population which formed an absolute major-

ity.

AHJAPAHUK ECASIH

MPOBUHIINA 3AKAM B 17 - IEPBO YETBEPTH 18 B.

Kawuesble cioBa:  3akam, TaBymi, nesrunbl, CedeBuackas Ilepcus, OcmaHckas
umnepus, [Ipoctpannsrii peectp ['smxa-Kapabaxckoit mpo-
BUHITNH, apMSIHCKOE HaceJeHHe.

Cosznannelie B 17 B. OIaronpusiTHBIE YCIOBUS MOJOXHUTEIHHO CKA3aJINCh C TOY-
KM 3pEHHsI IPUPOCTa HACEICHUS POBUHIMK 3aKkaM (B HACTOsIIIEEe BPEMs TEPPUTO-
pHUM IPOBUHLMH BXOZAT B cocTaB I 'etaberckoro, [llamkopckoro u ToBy3ckoro paid-
oHOB PecnyOnmku AszepOaifikaH). B mpoBHHIMM NPOBOIMIMCH CTPOUTEIIHHBIE
paboThl, aKTHBU3UPOBAIACH YXOBHAsSI KHM3Hb. 3/1eCh HAITH yOSKHUIIIE TaKKe apMs-
HE U3 ApyTux MecTHocTel. CTapble MOoceneHHs IOCTENEHHO PacIIupPSUIUCh, OCHOBBI-
BaJINCh HOBBIE iepeBHU. OHaKo ocnabieHue B KoHe Beka nmnepun CedeBuaoB u
HEOJIHOKPATHBIEC HAILIECTBHS JIE3TMHOB MPHUBEIHN K TSKENIBIM MTOCIEACTBUAM. Psin ne-
peBeHb ObUIM Pa3pyILICHBI, YaCTh HACEJICHMS B3ATa B IUICH. 32 3TUM IIOC/IeA0BaIa
okkynanus peruona Ocmanckon umnepueit. «IIpoctpannsiii peectp ['stamxa-Kapa-
0axCKOW MPOBUHIIMMY» COCTaBJICHHBIH B 1727 r. TypkamH, COJEP)KUT BAKHYIO WH-
(dopmanuio Mo psAAy BOINPOCOB, KACAIOMIUXCS AeMOrpaduy U SKOHOMHUKH ITPOBUH-
uuu 3akaM. M3ydeHne NaHHBIX MTOKa3bIBAET, YTO, HECMOTPS HA TO YTO MPOBUHIUSA
CWJIBHO IIOCTpajiajia, TaM, TEM HE MEHEE COXPaHUIOCh MHOT'OYHUCIIEHHOE apMSIHCKOE
HaceJICHHe, COCTaBIIsABLIee a0COIOTHOE OOIBIIMHCTBO.





