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GOR YERANYAN

THE ARMENIAN TRADITION OF CALLING AMID TIGRANAKERT

Key words: Tigranakert, Amid, Diyarbakir, Mesopotamia, Armenia, Otto-
man Empire, The Armenian Population of Tigranakert.

The location of the capital city Tigranakert (Tigranocerta of Greco-Roman
sources) has always attracted scholarly attention. Most historians agree that it was
not Tigran the Great who founded Amid (modern Diyarbakir). The 5™ century Ar-
menian authors mention Amid and Tigranakert as different cities, but starting from
Matt‘ecos Urhayets‘i, later authors confused and identified Amid with Tigranakert.
However, some colophons of Armenian manuscripts witness that in the 12%-15" cc.,
both the inhabitants and outsiders still called the city Amid and not Tigranakert.
Probably for the first time, the name Tigranakert appears in a colophon written in
1584, and later it became widespread. It was rather a result of the mass migration of
the Armenian population from the southern regions of Armenia to the prosperous
Amid in the 15"-16" centuries, where it became majority and tried to give the city
an Armenian name sanctified by the authority of the old tradition. As to the modern
name of the city, Diyarbakir, it started to be used in the official Ottoman documents
after the Armenians had introduced the name Tigranakert.

I'OP EPAHSTH

OB APMSIHCKOWM TPAJIMIIAU HA3BIBATH AMU/JI TUATPAHAKEPTOM

KiroueBble ciioBa:  Turpanakept, Amua, duapbexnp / duapbakp, Mecomotamus,
Apmenns, OcmaHCKast IMIIEpHs, apMsSHCKOe HaceleHne Turpa-
HakepTa.

Bompoc 0 MecToHaxoKAeHNN CTONHLBI TUrpaHakepT BCer/ia NpUBJIEKall BHU-
MaHHeE uccienoBareneil. BolIbIIMHCTBO yUEHBIX CXOATCS B TOM, 4TO Turpan Benu-
KUl He ocHOBbIBaJI Amu (HblHEIIHMH [[napOekup). ApMsHCKUE aBTOphl V Beka
YIOMHUHAIOT X KaK pa3Hble ropoja; a HaunHas ¢ MaTBest DJIeCCKOro OHM CTaJIl MX
[yTaTh WIN OTOXAECTBIATh. ONHAKO KOJO(MOHBI PYKOIHUCEH CBUIETEJIBLCTBYIOT O
ToM, yTo B XII-XV Bekax Kak >KUTENU ropoia, TaK U JIOAU BHE €ro BCE €Il
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HasbIBAIM ero AMUIOM, a He Turpanakeprom. Brieperie Ha3Banue Turpanakept mo-
SIBIIICTCS, TO-BUAMMOMY, IIMIIb B KojodoHe 1584 r. Ilo3mHee oHO momydaer
IUpoOKoe pacmpocTpanenue. [lpuumHa, ckopee BCEro, B TOM, UYTO apMSHCKOE
HacejeHue, MmaccoBo murpuponasiiee B XV-XVI BB. B mpouseraromuii Amua u3
FOJKHBIX 00J1acTeld ApMEHUH U COCTABHBIIIEE B HEM OOJIBIIMHCTBO, CTPEMHIIOCH J1aTh
rOpoay apMSHCKOE Ha3BaHUE, IPUTOM OCBSIIIEHHOE aBTOPUTETOM JPEBHEH Tpaau-
uu. K ToMy e coBpeMeHHOe Ha3BaHHE ropoja, Jusapoakp, cTamo mpuMeHsIThCs B
o(UIMaTHFHOM OCMaHCKOM JIEIONPOU3BOJICTBE TIO3KE, YeM apMsHE BBEIH B 00pa-
IeHnue HauMeHoBaHue Turpanakepr.





