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ARTAK MAGHALYAN

FROM THE HISTORY OF THE RELATIONS BETWEEN
THE KARABAKH KHANATE AND THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

Key words: Karabakh Khanate, Ottoman Empire, Russian Empire, Artsakh
Melikdoms, Ibrahim-khan, P. S. Potyomkin, Sheikh Mansour,
Turkish agents’ network, Russian-Turkish war of 1787-1791,
diplomacy.

In their letter dated 29 May 1784 to the Governor-General of the Caucasian
Viceroyalty P. S. Potemkin, the Catholicos of Gandzasar Hovhannes Hasan-Jalalyan
and the Melik-Princes of Artsakh warned him about the regular visits of the Ottoman
Empire’s agents to the Transcaucasian khans and about the encouraging messages
of the latter.

This important document was written after such significant historical events as
the annexation of the Crimea to Russia and the signing of the Georgievsky Treaty on
24 July 1783, according to which the East-Georgian Kingdom came under the pat-
ronage of the Russian Empire. According to this Treaty, two battalions of Russian
troops under the command of Colonel S. D. Burnashev were to be deployed in Geor-
gia.

The entry of Russian troops into Georgia created a completely new situation in
the region. In this situation, the Ottoman Empire used all its strength to resist the
advancement of Russia in the Caucasus. Turkish emissaries were sent to the region
with the task of forming a united front against Russia on the ground, about which the
Catholicos of Gandzasar and the Meliks of Artsakh warned the Russian authorities.

In his report dated 23 December 1784, Colonel S. Burnashev informed General
P. Potemkin about the arrival of a Turkish agent to Ibrahim Khan in Karabakh. Also,
the Primate of the Armenian Diocese of Russia, Archbishop Hovsep Argutyan, in a
letter written on 25 February 1785 to P. Potemkin, wrote that the Khoi and Karabakh
khans had already sent envoys to the Ottoman Sultan Abdul Hamid I (1774-1789).

After the visits of the Ottoman emissaries and return visits, in June 1785 Avar
Khan-Omar (Ummah) invaded Georgia. Various sources claim that this invasion
took place as a result of incitement and at the direct initiative of Ibrahim-Khan. The
invasion of Omar-Khan, first of all, was a revenge of local Muslim feudals upon
Irakli II for opening wide the doors of the region to the military-political plans of the
Russian Empire. It should be noted that behind the actions of the troika — Ibrahim-
Khan in Karabakh, Akhaltsikhe’s Suleiman Pasha and Avar Omar-Khan — it is not
difficult to notice the handwriting of the Turkish intelligence network.

In his report of 25 February 1787, S. Burnashev informed P. Potemkin that in
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one of the villages near the town of Kazakh, Russian soldiers discovered a letter from
Ibrahim-Khan to the Ottoman Sultan, in which he expressed his devotion to the lat-
ter. A blank sheet of paper with the seal of Ibrahim-Khan was attached to that letter,
on which, as Burnashev assumed, the text of the allied treaty between the khan and
the sultan was to be written on the terms preferred for the Sublime Porte. It was
obvious that the Ottoman Empire was preparing for war by recruiting the khans of
Transcaucasia.

On 13 (24) August 1787, the Ottoman Empire declared war on Russia for the
return of Crimea and the recognition of Georgia as a vassal territory of Turkey; how-
ever, the Ottomans were defeated.

The Russo-Turkish War of 1787—1791 ended on 29 December 1791. According
to Article 5 of the Peace Treaty of Jassy, signed on 29 December 1791 (9 January
1792), the Ottoman Empire pledged not to encroach on the Kartli-Kakhetian King-
dom anymore.

As for Ibrahim-Khan, the Sultan’s “lowest slave,” he soon forgot about the Ot-
toman ruler; the Ottoman Empire suffered a crushing defeat in the Russo-Turkish
War of 1787—-1791, and there was no longer any need to rely on the defeated Sultan.

APTAK MAT'AJISTH

13 UCTOPUU OTHOLUEHUN KAPABAXCKOI'O XAHCTBA
C OCMAHCKOH UMIIEPUEMN

KioueBsie cioBa:  Kapabaxckoe xancrso, Ocmanckas umnepust, Poccniickas uM-
nepusi, menukcTBa Apraxa, Moparum-xan, I1. C. ITotemkuH,
meix MaHcyp, Typelkas areHTypHasi CeTh, PyCCKO-TypeLKas
BoiHa 17871791 rr., nuruioMaTus.

Karomukoc I'angzacapa OBanec Acan-/[kxanansa u Menukn Apraxa B CBOEM
mucbMe oT 29 mas 1784 r. Kk KOMaHIyIOIEeMy PyCCKUMH Boiickamu Ha CeBEepHOM
Kagxkaze («KaBka3zckoii muaumn») reHepany 1. C. [loTeMkuHy npeaynpexaaim ero o
pEryJIsIpHOM TOCeIeHnn areHTaMu OCMaHCKOM MMIIEpUH XaHOB 3aKaBKa3bs U O TI0-
JIy4EHUH MOCIIEAHUMH MOOIIPHUTEIBHBIX ITOCIAHUM.

OTOT BaKHBIA JOKYMEHT OBIJT HAMMCAH TOCJIE TAKUX 3HAYUMBIX HCTOPHYECKUX
coOwITHH, KaKk npucoenuHenne Kpeima k Poccum n monmucanme I'eoprueBckoro
Tpaktara 24 utonsg 1783 r., mo kotopomy Bocrouno-I py3uHCKOe TapcTBO Mepexo-
JWJIO TIOJ, IOKPOBUTENLCTBO Poccuiickoil umnepun. CoriacHo 3TOMy TpakTaTy, B
I'py3un HOmKHBI OBUTH AUCIOUMPOBATHCA ABa OaTadboHA POCCHHCKHUX BOMCK MO
KoMaHaoBaHueMm nosikoHuka C. JI. bypHaresa.



BBox poccuiickux Boick B ['py3uro co3zman COBEPILIEHHO HOBYIO CUTYALHMIO B
pernone. OcMaHCKas UMIIEPHs UCTIOIH30BaJIa BCE CBOM CHJIBI, YTOOBI IPOTHBOCTO-
STh TipojBKeHuto Poccun Ha KaBkaze. B pernon HampaBisinuch TypelkHe IMHC-
caphbl ¢ 3ajlaHueM ChOPMHUPOBATh Ha MECTax eJAUHbIN PpoHT poTuB Poccuu, o yem
KaroJukoc ['ana3acapa 1 MeMKH AplLaxa npeaynpekKaail POCCUHCKUE BIacTH.

B cBoewm pamnopte ot 23 nexabps 1784 r., nonkoBHuk C. bypHames coobuiun
rerepaiy I1. [loremkuHy O MOSIBICHHUHM TYpeLKOro areHTa y kapabaxckoro Mo6pa-
rUM-xaHa. A mpeacrosaTens ApMsiHcKor enapxun Poccnn apxuenuckon OBcern Ap-
T'YTSIH B TUCbMe, HancaHHoM 25 despans 1785 1. I1. [ToreMkuHy, mucai o TOM, 4To
yKe XOMCKHI 1 KapaOaxCKUil XaHbl OTHPABUIIH ITOCIAHIIEB K OCMAaHCKOMY CYJITaHy
Abnyn-Xamuny 1 (1774-1789).

[Tociie BU3UTOB OCMaHCKUX AMHCCAPOB M OTBETHBIX BU3UTOB, B HIOHE 1785 T.
aBapckuii Omap-xaH (YMma-xan) Bropres B ['py3uto. ICTOYHHKH yTBEPXKIAIOT, 4TO
JTAHHOE BTOPKEHHE MPOU3O0IIIIO BCIEICTBHE MOJICTPEKATENbCTBA M IIPH HETIOCPE/I-
cTBeHHON uHMnuatuBe MOparnm-xana. HamecrBue Omap-xaHa, Hpexje BCETo,
OBLIO MECTBIO MECTHBIX MycylibMaHcKkux (eonano Mpaxmuto 11 3a To, 4To TOT mu-
POKO OTKPBII IBEPH PETHOHA MTEPE]T BOCHHO-IIOIUTHYECKMMH Tu1aHaMu Poccuiickoit
nmnepun. HetpynHo 3aMeTuTh, 4TO IEHCTBUAMU TPOUKH - Kapabaxckoro MOparum-
xaHa, axanuxckoro CyreldiMaH-namuy 1 aBapckoro OMap-xaHa - pyKOBOAWIA Ty-
peliKast areHTypHas! CETb.

B cBoem pamnopre ot 25 deppans 1787 r., C. Bypnaies cooOriwi I1. TTotem-
KHHY O TOM, 4TO B OZHOM M3 cen O3 Kaszaxa pycckumu conpataMu 0OHapyKeHO
nuceMo MOparum-xana Kk OCMaHCKOMY CYJITaHY, B KOTOPOM TOT BhIpaskall CBOIO Ipe-
JaHHOCTB nocyieaneMy. K mucemy OblT NPUITOKEH YUCTHIN IUCT OyMaru ¢ neyaTbio
Hbparnm-xana, Ha KOTOpOM, Kak npearnonarai bypraiies, 1omKkeH OblT ObITH HaMH-
CaH TEKCT COIO3HMUYECKOI0 I0rOBOpa MEKAY XaHOM U CyJITAHOM Ha yCJIOBUSX, IIPE]-
nouTturesbHbIX Uit [lopTel. beiio oueBuano, yto OcMaHcKas UMIIEpUs TOTOBUIIACH
K BOIfHe, BepOys XaHOB 3aKaBKa3bsl.

13 (24) aBrycra 1787 r. Ocmanckas umniepus 00bsBHIIa BOHHY Poccui ¢ 11emb10
Bo3Bpaienue Kpeima u npusnanue ['pysun BaccanpHOU Tepputopueit Typruu, HO
rnoTepresna nopakeHue.

Pyccko-typernkas BoitHa 17871791 rr. 3akonumnack 29 nexabps 1791 r. Co-
TJIACHO CcTaThe 5-0i SIccKoro MUPHOTO JOTOBOpA, MoANMcaHHOTO 29 nexadbps 1791
r. (9 saBaps 1792 r.), OcmaHckas uMriepust oOs3aiach Oojee He MmocAraTh Ha
Kaptnu-Kaxernnckoe napctso.

Yro kacaetrcs Oparnm-xana, To «HWKaHIINN pad» cyntaHa BcKope 3a0bu1 00
OCMaHCKOM IpaBurene; OcMaHCKast UMIIEpUs TOTepIena COKPYIINTENBHOE TTOpake-
HHE B pyccKo-Typenkoi BoiiHe 1787—1791 rr., u 601ee HE OBUTO HEOOXOIUMOCTH
[oJlaraTbCsl Ha I0OEKIEHHOIO CyJITaHa.





