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' Francesco Balducci Pegolotti, La Pratica della Mercatura, New York, 1970, p. 60. S.
Peruzzi, Storia del commercio e dei banchieri di Firenze in tutto il mondo conosciuto dal 1200
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ZOHRAB GEVORGYAN

PAPER, EVERYDAY LIFE AND SOCIAL TRANSFORMATIONS
IN CILICIAN ARMENIA

Keywords: Cilician Armenia, paper, trade, everyday life, capital, Mediter-
ranean trade, medieval trade, Smbat Sparapet, Venice, Genoa.

Throughout history, the discovery and spread of certain materials have been
revolutionary in human daily life, as well as in economic, political and cultural trans-
formations. One such material is paper, the discovery and widespread use of which
brought profound changes to the world. The spread of paper, in fact, led to a unique
informational revolution in the Middle Ages. It culminated in the establishment of
the first printing house in Europe, which was followed by many others including the
first Armenian printing house in Venice founded in 1512. The "domination" of paper
continued until the late 20th century.

After the Battle of Talas (751) between the Abbasid Caliphate and the Tang
Dynasty of China, the Caliphate's spies managed to obtain paper-making technolo-
gies from China, and henceforth paper began to spread rapidly to the Middle East
and from there to Europe.

During the period of the Armenian state of Cilicia, especially in the 13th—14th
centuries, paper had already deeply penetrated into the countries of the Middle East
and the Mediterranean basin, becoming an inseparable part of human life. It widely
circulated in Cilician Armenia, particularly from the end of the 12th century, when
Cilicia became a part of the large family in the Mediterranean. The sea brought
greater speeds of communication which, along with the development of international
trade, also accelerated information flows in Cilician Armenia.

The extensive use of paper in Cilician Armenia is evidenced by various sources
that survive on paper. The use of paper is especially impressive in the internal-for-
eign trade relations of Cilician Armenia. Its widespread use brought about substan-
tive changes in financial relations and the transformation of capital. A merchant with
a piece of paper or a receipt could travel from Ayas on a long commercial trip to the
distant cities of the Mediterranean and carry out his transactions relatively safely.

The aim of this study is to present comprehensively, on the example of Cilician
Armenia, the multilayered effects of the use of paper in the Middle Ages.
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BYMAT A, IOBCEJHEBHAS# )KU3Hb 1 COLTUAJIBHBIE
IPEOBPA3OBAHUA B KWIMKUHACKON APMEHUA

Kawuesble cioBa:  Kunmkwiickas ApmeHms, Oymara, TOPTOBJIS, IOBCEIHEBHAs
JKU3Hb, KallUTall, CPEIU3EMHOMOPCKas TOPTOBIIS, CPEIHEBEKO-
Bas Toprosisi, CMmOar Cnaparnet, Benerus, I'enys.

N300peTenne u pacnpocTpaHeHHE ONpPEACTICHHBIX MaTepHaIoB MOTJIO HIPaTh
PEBOJIIOLIMOHHYIO POJIb KaK B IIOBCEAHEBHOM )KM3HM YEIOBEKa, TaK U B 3KOHOMUKE,
MIOJINTHKE U KynbType. OHIM U3 TaKUX MaTepuaoB ObLTa Oymara, n300peTeHne u
LIMPOKOE HCIIOJIb30BaHUE KOTOPOW BHECIO B MUp IIyOokue n3MeHeHus. Pacmpo-
CTpaHeHue OyMmaru, 1o CyTH, IPUBENO K YHUKaJIbHON MH(POPMALMOHHON PEBOJIIO-
LMY B CPEIHNE BeKa, KyJbMUHAIMEH KOTOPOil CTajo co3aaHue B MO3HEM Cpe/iHe-
BEKOBbE MepBoil THmorpaguu B EBpore, 3a KOTOpPOH MOCIeI0BaI0 MHOMKECTBO
Ipyrux Tamnorpaduii, B TOM Yuciie nepBas apMsiHcKas Tunorpadus B Benenun, oc-
HoBaHHasA B 1512 roxy. bymara rocnofctBoBaia co cpeJHEBEKOBbs 10 20 Beka.

ITocne 6utsel pu Tanace (751 1.) mexxay AGOacuackumM xannudaToM U KUTA-
ckoi nuHactuei Tan mmuoHbl Xanudara CMOITM MOTYYUTh TEXHOIOTHH M3TOTOB-
nenust Oymaru u3 Kutas, otkyna Oymara Hadana ObICTPO paclpOCTPaHSTHCS 110
bnmxnemy Bocroky, a orTyna B EBpory.

B nepuon Kunukuiickoro apMsiHCKOTO rocyapcTsa, ocobeHHo B 13-14 Bekax,
Oymara yxe ri1y0oko npoHukia B crpanbl biamwknero Boctoka n CpennzeMHOMOp-
CKOro OacceiiHa, cTaB HEOThEMJIEMOM YacThIO )KM3HHU 4eJoBeka. bymara Obuia mim-
poko pacnpocTpaneHa B Kunmkutickoit Apmenun, oco0eHHo ¢ kKoHIa 12 Beka, korna
CTpaHa cTajia 9acTbi0 OOJBIION CPEeTU3EeMHOMOPCKOM ceMb. Mope MPUHECIIO C CO-
00l ycKOopeHHe KOMMYHUKAIMHA, YTO, HAPSAY C Pa3BUTHEM MEXTyHAPOIHOU TOp-
TOBITH, YCKOPWIJIO ¥ MH(OPMAITMOHHBIE TOTOKK B Knnnkuiickoir ApMeHun.

O mMpoKoM HCTONIb30BaHUU Oymarn B Kunmukuiickoil ApmMeHnn cBUIETENb-
CTBYIOT CaMmble pa3IMYHbIe NCTOYHUKHU, COCTaBJICHHbIE HA Oymare. Mcnonabp3oBanue
Oymaru ocoOEHHO BIEYATsIeT BO BHYTPU-BHEIIHETOPrOBBIX OTHOIIEHUsX Kumu-
kutickoit Apmenun. lllupokoe rcmonb3oBanue OyMard BEI3BAIO CYIECTBEHHBIEC U3-
MeHeHUs B (PMHAHCOBBIX OTHOIIEHUSX, B TpaHC(OPMAIINH KaIllUTala, KOT/1a KyIerl C
OyMa)XHBIM BEKCEJIEM MJIH PACITUCKON MOT OTIPaBUTHCS U3 Aifaca B KOMMEPUYECKYIO
noe3nKy B Aajiekue ropoga Cpean3eMHOMOpPBs, YTOOBI OTHOCUTENHHO 0Oe301acHO
OCYIIIECTBIIATh CBOU CJIEJIKH.

Llenb naHHOTO HCCNIEI0BaHUS — BCECTOPOHHE MPEICTaBUTH MHOTOCJIOMHBIE 3()-
(hexTr! ncmonp3oBanusa Oymaru B Cpennue Beka Ha npumepe Kunmukniickoir Apme-
HUU.





