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OVSANNA KHACHATRYAN

THE KAFAS OF GRIGOR KHLAT‘ETS‘I AS THE FIRST SAMPLES
IN THE COLLECTIONS OF SACRED CHANTS

Keywords: Kafa, genre, scribe, author, Grigor Khlat‘ets‘i, gandz (litany),
Ganadzaran (Sacred chants), hymn.

The kafa is a unique poetic genre of medieval Armenian literature. It was
formed and developed in the 10"-16" centuries (some kafas were written in the 18"
century). The term kafa comes from the Arabic word gafiyya which means "rhyme".
Poems called kafa appeared in the Gandzaran (Hymnal) collections by Grigor
Khlat‘ets‘i in the late 14" century. The oldest samples of Grigor Khlat‘ets‘i's kafas
are found in manuscript M 4011. With their general features (structure, metrics,
rhyme etc.), these kafas correspond to the classic ones but also have their own spe-
cific features: they are acrostics forming the author's name, in content they are close
to the colophons, etc.

This tradition started by Grigor Khlat‘ets‘i was continued by later authors and
lasted until the 18" century): Arak‘el Baghishets‘i (a student of Grigor Khlat‘ets‘i
Tserents), poet Simeon, Karapet Baghishets‘i as well as other scribes and authors
wrote kafas dedicated to their gandzs in the Gandzaran.

OBCAHHA XAYATPSH
KA®BI I'PUT'OPA XJIATEIIM KAK IIEPBBIE OBPA3IIbI JKAHPA
B ITIEBYECKNX CBOPHUKAX-TAH/I3APAHAX

KoaroueBble cnoBa:  Kagha, xaup, nucen, aBrop, [ purop Xnareuu, rann3 (1iecHb),
lNanamzapan (COOpPHUK CBAIICHHBIX ITECEH), IIECHS.

Kada — yHUKanbHBINA MOITHYECKHI JKaHP CPEHEBEKOBON apMsSHCKOW JTUTEpa-
TYpBbI, CTIOKUBIINKCS U pa3BUBaBIHica B X—X VI Bekax (B HEKOTOPBIX CIIydasix J0
XVIII Beka). Ha3zBanue xada mpoucxoaut ot apabckoro ciioBa “xagus”’, 9To O3Ha-
yaet pudma. CTHXOTBOPEHUS O] Ha3BaHUEM “Kada” MOosSBUINCH B cOopHHKax “I'a-
Hajazapan” ['puropa Xnateuu B koHie XIV Beka. [IpeBHetiiire oopasibl kad ['pu-
ropa Xjareny MOXHO HaiTu B pykonucu Matenaapana 4011 (kxonust mpotorpada
1399-1400 rr.). OTH Kadbl B 00IMX YepTaX MOXOKH Ha KJIACCHUECKUE CTIELUPUKON
ynoTpebIeHus, CTpyKTYPOi, METPUKOH, PUPMOBKOH, HO HMEIOT U OTIpEJICIICHHbIE
0COOEHHOCTH: 3TO aKPOCTHUXH C UMEHEM aBTOPA, M0 COACPIKAHUIO OHM OJIM3KH K KO-
nooHaM U T.1.

Tpagumust, unymas ot I'puropa Xnatenu npoanuiaacs 1o XVIII B.: Apaken ba-
rumeny — yueHuk I puropa Xmareru Llepenmna, ctuxotBopert Cumeon, Kapaner ba-
TUILLIENH, JpyTye MUCLBl U aBTOPbI UcaIu Kadbl, IOCBAIIEHHBIE UX )K€ TaHI3aM B
T'anzapane.





