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Introduction

In the conemporary period, the Armenian statehood is
represented by historical stages of the three republics: 1918-1920,
1921-1991 and 1991 - till now. Although these republics radically differ
from each other in their political systems, in contemporary times they
form the links of a common chain of statehood.

Restoration of independence — 28 May 1918

The historical stage of the Republic of Armenia starting from 28
May 1918 (1918-1920) is marked not only by the restoration of
independence, but also by the establishment of a democratic, i.e.,
parliamentary republic with an administrative structurel. In only two
and a half years, the First Republic acquired all the characteristics of

* Submitted on 27.V.2023, reviewed on 05.VI.2023 and 10.VI.2023,
accepted for publication on 16.V1.2023.
! See Hovannisian 1971-1996, Kwlnpjwti 2005:
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an independent state: territory, authority bodies, army, international
recognition, etc.

The First Republic was formed in a very difficult geopolitical
situation, in a limited area, but expanding in 1919, it included Kars
Province, Nakhichevan, and in 1920 Artsakh, i.e., about 60-70
thousand sg. km. area. According to the Treaty of Sevres (10 August
1920), the Republic of Armenia would also include most of the
provinces of Van, Bitlis, Erzurum and Trabzon in Western Armenia.
The territory of United Armenia was to be about 160 thousand sq. km.
Thus, the creation of a united Armenian statehood should have become
a reality.

The defeat of the Ottoman Empire in World War |l raised hopes
for the creation of a state also among the Armenians of Cilicia. With
the consent of other Armenian national parties and political forces, on
4 August 1920, the members of the Armenian National Union, led by
the famous Hunchakian figure Mihran Tamatyan, declared the
“independent” Christian Republic of Cilicia®>. However, the French
military authorities did not recognize Tamatyan’s ‘“government”,
dispersed it by force of arms and began to use violence against the
Armenians of Cilicia.

In May 1920, with the intrusion into Artsakh by the 11" Red Army,
the process of sovietization of Armenia began, which also included
Syunik and Nakhichevan in June-August. With that event, the process
of losing independence also began in the given region. However, the
Armenians of Zangezur, led by Garegin Nzhdeh, Poghos Ter-Davtyan,
and others, soon rebelled against the Soviet-Tatar regime and regained
their independence on 25 December under the name of “Autonomous
Syunik,” which was reorganized into “Mountainous Armenia” on 27

2 See 3npwdwwnbwu ULs tnbinuh (1915-1965) 1965, 911.
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April 1921. From 1 June to mid-July it survived under the name of
“Republic of Armenia”.

The nationwide uprising against the Bolshevik system in Yerevan
in mid-February 1921 and the preservation of independence until 2
April, led by the “Committee for the Salvation of the Homeland”, also
became an expression of boundless faith in an independent state. It is
noteworthy that among the countries of the entire Transcaucasian
region, the independent, non-Soviet government in Armenia lasted the
longest and was the last to be abolished.

Armenian statehood in the Soviet period

As a result of the Bolshevik-Kemalist cooperation, the Republic of
Armenia was abolished in early December 1920. But even the brief
existence of independent Armenia forced the Bolsheviks to take into
consideration the real entity of socialist Armenia. Thus commenced the
historical stage of Soviet statehood (1920-1991).

Soviet Armenia (until 1936, the Soviet Socialist Republic of
Armenia, SSR of Armenia), since it had most of the characteristics of a
state, was certainly also a state, especially since it had a relatively
independent status in the first years of its existence. Thus, according to
the first clause of the agreement signed between Soviet Russia and the
Republic of Armenia on 2 December 1920 in Yerevan, “Armenia was
declared an independent (emphasis added - A.M.) Socialist
Republic®. And indeed, in the first years, that relative independence
was maintained until 1922. Specialist in international law A. Yesayan
wrote that during those several years Soviet Armenia had such a
feature of independence as the right to conduct foreign policy: “From
the emergence of the Soviet independent republics until ... their
unification into a single union state, each Soviet independent republic

3 Cwywunwup <wupwwbunye)niup 2000, 383:
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acted discretely in the international arena as an individual entity of
international law ...”*. The SSR of Armenia, like the First Republic, had
diplomatic representatives in a number of countries. It was even
internationally recognized by several European countries®. To all of
this, the facts of having military forces, legislative, executive and
judicial authority bodies, a constitution (1922), state symbols and other
attributes were added®. Therefore, the years 1920-1922 in the Soviet
Armenian history can be conventionally considered as the first,
independence sub-phase of Soviet statehood.

Meanwhile, it should not be forgotten that in the same sub-phase
of relative independence, taking advantage of unfavorable external and
internal conditions in Armenia, several Armenian territories
(Nakhichevan, Nagorno Karabakh, Utik, Javakhk, Kars Province,
Surmalu district, etc.) were left out of the Armenian SSR. At least one
of them — Nagorno-Karabakh — was given status of an autonomous
region within Azerbaijan on 7 July 1923, when the Nagorno-Karabakh
Autonomous Oblast (NKAO) was formed. Although the latter was
deprived of many elements of autonomy, its limited self-autonomy
allowed it to fight against the nationalist policy of Azerbaijan and
maintain the general Armenian lineament of the oblast until the Artsakh
movement of 1988.

On 9 February 1924, Nakhichevan, the other Armenian territory
unjustly included within the borders of Azerbaijan in 1921, was
reorganized into the Nakhichevan Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic
(Nakhichevan ASSR)’. In fact, the motives behind the creation of that
administrative-territorial unit were not clarified.

4 Buwywt 1967, 3:

® See buwywt 1967, 242-258.

& See Kwipnipyniiywi 2002, Mwqujubigjui 2006.
’ See Mouenyes 1987, 138.
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First, the region was an ancient Armenian territory, and bordering
the SSR of Armenia, with the consent of Soviet Russia and under the
Turkish pressure was annexed to Azerbaijan, with which it had no
common border. What has happened is that the Caucasian Tatars (now
Azeris) within Azerbaijan gained autonomy in “their” own republic.
However, in order to “mitigate” this regular screaming injustice, the
Soviet authorities openly pretended that this “autonomy” was also
created to protect the interests of Armenians. For example, it may
seem strange, but until 1937 on the coat of arms and flag of the
Nakhichevan ASSR, it was written not only in Turkish-Tatar
(“Azerbaijani”), but also in Armenian: on the top line — Azerbaijani
SSR, below — Nakhichevan ASSR.

The efforts of the leadership of Soviet Armenia to unify Javakhk
and Khrami (Tsalka), predominantly settled by Armenians were also in
vain. Therefore, an attempt was made to provide some autonomy for
the Armenians in the territories left to Georgia. As early as 1922, a
group of Armenian politicians presented a project to create an
autonomous Armenian administrative unit within the Georgian SSR
comprising the Akhalkalak district and the Armenian-populated villages
of Borchalu (Northern Lori). However, Georgian government officials,
including members of the intelligentsia (particularly historian Iv.
Javakhishvili) received the project with knives out, and considering it as
a step towards the dismemberment of Georgia, they rejected it in
19238,

Thus, after the sovietization of Armenia, several Armenian state
formations were created: the SSR of Armenia, the NKAO, and formally,
the NASSR.

In parallel with the reinforcement of the Soviet dictatorship, the
sovereignty of both the abovementioned and other Soviet national-state

8 See Ubkipnuyw 2003, 346-347.
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formations soon diminished. The process of forming a union federal
republic, a Transcaucasian Federation, out of the three independent
Soviet republics of Transcaucasia began in order to create the Soviet
Union (USSR) within the framework of V. Lenin’s “national-state
building” program. The Transcaucasian Socialist Federative Union of
Soviet Republics (TSFUSR) was established on 12 March 1922 at the
Plenipotentiary conference of the Central Executive Committees of
Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan in Tiflis. This meant that the
independent Soviet republics became members of one federal union
and lost their independence. In December of the same year, the
TSFUSR was reorganized into the Transcaucasian Socialist Federative
Soviet Republic (TSFSR) in Baku, i.e., the union of the three republics
turned into one republic and thus became part of the USSR, which was
formed at the end of December. This even deepened the loss of
sovereignty of the federation members.

Armenia was subsequently deprived of the opportunity to
communicate directly with the union center and, in fact, fell under the
subordination of the authorities of the Transcaucasian Federation in
Tiflis, where Armenian figures did not have significant influence. It is
no coincidence that in the TSFSR, along with the decline of
sovereignty, until the collapse of the Transcaucasian Federation in
1936, Armenia suffered territorial losses in favor of Georgia and
Azerbaijan®. Thus, the years 1922-1936 were the sub-phase of the
loss of the sovereignty of Soviet Armenia.

And finally, the third period in the history of Soviet Armenia’s
statehood can be considered as the sub-phase of the status of a
union republic (1936-1991), when Armenia (already renamed the
Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic — Arm SSR) regained many

° See about the territorial losses of the Armenian SSR huwswwnpju,
Uniphwujwt, Punwpwt 2015 and U Gjpnujwu 2003, 354-356.
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elements of sovereignty, including the opportunity to relate directly
with central authorities. In 1937 the second constitution of the
Armenian Soviet Republic was adopted. During the Patriotic War, the
number of Armenian national military units reached six. In 1946, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs was restored among the ministries of
Armenia, and several important points, enshrining the sovereignty of
the republic, were included in the third constitution adopted in 1978:
Armenian was declared as a state language of the Arm SSR, the change
of the territory of the republic was prohibited without the consent of
the legislature, the Supreme Council, etc.

Third Republic

In the contemporary period, the third stage of the Armenian
statehood, the independence stage, began in September 1991, when
the Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh (NKR) came to life on the 2
September, followed by the Republic of Armenia after the national
referendum held on the 21 September. In fact, the foundations of this
process were laid by the strong Artsakh liberation movement, the
multi-party, democratic elections held in May 1990 and the
“Declaration of Independence” adopted by the newly elected Supreme
Council (later the National Assembly) on 23 August.

At present, the two Armenian states, the Republic of Armenia and
the Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh, completing the thirtieth
anniversary of their re-independence, continue the march of the five-
thousand-year-old Armenian statehood.

Conclusions

Thus, the aforementioned recital of the outline history of
Armenian statehood suggests, that it is necessary to reconsider the
wrong standpoint of Armenian historiography that the Armenian people
were stateless for centuries. This article proposes a hew mechanism,
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according to which, the united kingdoms experienced only occasional
downfalls, but the unique state manifestations — regional kingdoms,
princely states, melikdoms and other formations — at almost all
historical stages preserved the continuous chain of the Armenian
statehood.
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Uonun U. Ubpnuywu, << FUU wwindnysjwl htupp-

yinup, w.g.n. ypnpbunp, FUU whwnbdpynu, Kwyng wb-
mwlwunipyniup unpugnyu dwdwuwyubpnid

Udithnthnud

Cwjng whnwywunigyniup unpwgnyu dwdwuwlubpnd ubpyw-
jwunud £ Gpbp  hwupwwbwnigniuubph - ywwndwihnytipny: (36U
hptug pwnwpwlwu hwdwywpgbpny win hwupwwbwnnyeniuubpu
wpdwwwwbu wmwppbpdnud Gu dhdjwughg, uwlwju Uunpwagnyu dw-
dwlwyubpnw Yuqdnw Gu wnwlwunyejwu deY punhwunip onpw-
Jh onuijutipp:

1918 p. dwjhuh 28-hu uyuynn Cwywunwuh Cwupwwybwnnip-
Jut (1918-1920) wjwwndnipjwu thnyp tpwuwynpynd £ ny dhwju
wulwfungwu ybpwywuqunwing, w) bwl hp Juwpswlwu Ywnnig-
Jquépny dnnnypnuywpwywt’ funphpnuwpwuwlwu hwupwwbnne-
Pjwu uwnbindnwiny: Cunwdbup btpynwnybu wnwpjw pupwgpnd
Unwohtu Lwupwuwbiinnyejniup dtnp £ pbpnid wulwju wbwnwyw-
unygjuup punpny pninp hwwnwuhoubpp' nwpwdp, hofuwunyejwu
dwpdhuubip, pwtwy, dhowqgwiht dwuwsnid W wyju:

1920 . dwjhuhtu 11-pn Ywpdhp pwuwyh Upgwtu ubpfunidnudng
uyuytig Kwjwuwnwuh funphpnwjuwgdwu gnpdpupwgn, npp hnhu-
oghuwnnu wdhuubipht ubpwntig uwb Ujniuhpt nt Lwfuhguwup: L&-
dwjwpnplhljwu gnpdwygnyejut wpryntupnid 1920 p. nbyunbidpt-
ph uygppt Cwjwunwuph Lwupwwbinngeniup Ynpdwuytig: Pw)g
wulwfu <wjwunwuh Ywpbwwl gnnigyniut huy  pnpuhlubiphu
hwplywnptg hwogh tunbint unghwhunmwwu <wjwunwuh hpn-
nniejwt  hbwn: Wuwbu uluybg punphpnuihtt yEnmwlwunipjwu
wwwndnipjwu thnyp (1920-1991):

Funphpnwjht <wjwunwup (Jhusk 1936 p. <wjwuwnwuh Un-
ghwihunwlwu funphpnwiht <wupwwbnnyeiniu’ <URUL) pwuh np
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niubip whbnnuygjwup punpn? hwnwupoubph dbGd dwup, wugniwn,
unyuwtiu whwnwlwunyeynu Ep, wnwyb) bu, np hp gnjnpjwt winw-
ohu wwphutiphu niubp  hwpwpbpwlwu  wulwfu  Yupguyhdwy:
Cwjwuwnwuh funphpnwjuwgndhg htivin untindytig bu deYy hwjlw-
Ywu wbwnwlwu Yugdwynpnud® Lenuwhu Qwpwpwnh hupuwdwn
Uwpqp:

Unpwgnyu dwdwuwlwopowunwd <wyng wbnwlwunysjwu tp-
pnpn’ wulwiunipywt thnyp ufuygnud | 1991 p. ubwwnbdpbiphg, tpp
unyu wduh 2-hu Ywuph £ Yngynwd Lenuwiht Twpwpwnh <wupw-
whwneniup (LK), huy 21-hu wugywgywsd hwdwdnnnypnwlwu
hwupwpybhg htwnn' <wjwunwup <wupwwbwnyeiniup: Uju gnp-
opupwgh hhdptipp thwuwnnptiu npytight Upgwifujwt wquinwgpw-
ywu hndynt swpdnwing, 1990 p. dwjhuht Yuwjwgwd pwqdwynt-
uwlgwlwu, dnnnypnwywpwywu punpnyeniutpny W unppuwnpn
Qbpwagnyu funphpnh (htnwguwynu® Ugquihu dnnny) Ynndhg unyu
pYwlwuh ognuwnnuh 23-hu punniujwsd «Uulywlunipjwt hnswlw-
gnny»:

Lbpyuwyndu hwyywlwu Gpynt whnngeyniuubpp' <<-u b LNL-,
pninpbind  hptiug YGpwuwuwgdwt  GpGutwdjwyp, 2wpniuwynid
&U hwjng hhughwqupwdjw wGwnwywuniejwt Gpep:

Pwbwgh pwnbip' ybnwlwunyeiniu, Unwoht <wupwwbinnuyeyniu,
hupuhotuwunie)niu, Lwfuhglwu, Upgwiuh <wupwwbwunnyentu, funphp-
nwjhu <wjwunwu, Gppnpn Kwupwwbwnueiniu:
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Awot A. MenkonsaH, MHcmumym ucmopuu HAH PA,
0.u.H., npogbeccop, arkademux HAH PA, ApmsaHckasa rocy-
AapCTBEHHOCTb B HOBeiiluee Bpems

Pe3iome

ApMmAHCKaA rocyaapcTBEHHOCTb B HOBeliLLee Bpema npeacras-
neHa UCTOPUYECKUMM 3Tanammn Tpex pecnybnuk. Xota atu pecny6-
NIMKN KOPEeHHbIM 0b6pa3omM OTAMYaloTCA ApYyr OT Apyra no CBOemy
MONMTUYECKOMY CTPOIO, B HOBEliLLlee BpeMa 0OpasytoT 3BeHbA Ofi-
HolA 06LLelt Lenn rocyaapCTBEHHOCTY.

UcTopuyecknii atan Pecny6nurn Apmenns (1918-1920 rr.),
HayaBLmiica ¢ 28 maa 1918 r., oTmeyeH He TONbKO BOCCTaHOBME-
HUEM He3aBUCUMOCTM, HO U YCTaHOBJEHMEM [EeMOKpaTUYECKOI
napnameHTCKO pecnybnuku co CBOUM afMWHWUCTPATUBHbLIM YCT-
poiicteom. Bcero 3a gBa ¢ nonosuHoii ropa [lepsas pecnybnuka
npuobpena BCe MPU3HaKM HE3aBUCMMOro rocyfapcrsa: TeppuUTO-
pUto, opraHbl ynpaBneHua, apMnio, MexayHapofHoe npusHaHue u
T.4.

B mae 1920 r. c sropseHuem B Apuax 11-i1 KpacHoii Apmuu
Hayvanca rnpouecc coseTusaunn ApMeHUN, B COCTaB KOTOPOIA B uto-
He-aBrycte o Takme CroHuK n HaxuyesaHb. B pesynbrate ke-
Mano-60nbLLEBUCTCKOrO COTPyAHMYecTBa B Havane gekabps 1920
r. Pecnybnuka ApmeHusa 6bina paspyweHa. Ho Heponroe cyuiect-
BOBaHWEe He3aBUCUMOI ApMEHWUU BbIHYAUNO 6ONbLUEBUKOB YYUTbI-
BaTb peanuu couuManncTuyeckoil ApmeHun. Tak Havanca atan
MCTOPUM COBETCKOIA rocyaapcreeHHocTm (1920-1991 rr.).

Cosetckasa Apmenua (go 1936 r. Coumanuctuyeckaa Cosertc-
kaa Pecnybnuka Apmenua, CCPA), 6e3ycnosHo, obnapana rocy-
AAPCTBEHHOCTbHIO, MOCKOMbKY €1 Obinn npucyLum 601bLIMHCTBO aT-
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pubyToB, xapaKTepHbIx AnA rocypapcrea. bonee toro, B nepsble
roAbl CBOEro CyLL,eCTBOBaHWA OHa MMena OTHOCUTENbHO He3aBUCH-
Mblit cTatyc. lNocne coBeTusauum ApmeHnmn 6bino co3paHo elle of-
HO apMAHCKOe rocyjnapcTBeHHoe obpasosaHue — HaropHo-Kapa-
baxckaa aBTOHOMHas obnacTb.

B Hoseiilunii Bpema Tpetuit 3Tan apMAHCKOW rocymapcTBeH-
HOCTV — 3Tan He3aBUCMMOCTM — HauuHaeTtcA ¢ ceHTabpa 1991 ro-
ha, korpa 2 ceHTAbpA Toro e ropga nposo3rnawaerca HaropHo-
Kapabaxckaa Pecnybnuka (HKP), a nocne BcenapogHoro pedepeH-
nyma 21 ceHTabpa — Pecnybnuka ApmeHua. OcHoBbl 3TOro npovec-
ca pakTU4eckn 6binn 3anoMeHbl MOLLHbIM apLaxckum ocsoboam-
TeNbHbIM ABVKEHNEM, MHOrONapTUHBIMU JEMOKPaTUYECKUMU Bbl-
6opamu, coctoaslwmmuca B Mae 1990 r., n «[leknapauueit He3aBu-
CUMOCTM», MpUHATO 23 aBrycta TOoro e ropa BHOBb M30paHHbIM
BepxosHbiM coBeTom (no3me HauunoHanbHbiM cobpaHuem).

B HacToAwiee Bpema gBa apmAHckux rocypapcrea, PA n HKP,
OTMETUB TpUpLaTUIEeTUE CBOE HE3aBUCUMOCTU, MPOAONMKAIOT NyTh
apMAHCKOIA rocyJapCTBEHHOCTH.

Knroyesbie cnosa: rocypapcteeHHocTb, [lepsas pecnybnuka, asTo-
HoMHaAa obnactb, HaxuuyesaH, Pecnybnuka Apuax, Cosetckas ApmeHus,
TpeTtba pecnybnuka.
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