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HAYKAZ HOVHANNISYAN

MATENADARAN, ARCHIVE OF AL. YERITSYAN: PREHISTORY
OF THE PUPLICATION OF THE JOURNAL "NORTERN LIGHTS"

Key words: Matenadaran, Al. Yeritsyan archive, Stepanos Nazaryants,
journal Northern Lights, publication history, permission, free
press, Russian policy.

One of the volumes of the archive of Al. Yeritsyan at the Mashtots Matenadaran
preserves documents that reveal the important circumstances and background of the
publication of the Armenian journal Northern Lights by Stepanos Nazaryants in
1857.

The story starts with a letter-petition of Stepanos Nazaryants dated March 13,
1856, to the Minister of Public Education of Russia Norov, in which he detailed his
intention to publish a journal in modern Armenian in Moscow. The Russian
government did not create particular obstacles for the Armenian sholar to publish the
journal, which seems a little strange for those times, bearing in mind the fact that
Nazaryants belonged to the liberal wing of the Armenian national movement.

In the petition of St. Nazaryants detailed the goals and objectives of the new
edition; he presented it not as a social-political, but as a literary journal, a periodical
for Armenians living in Russia, which should serve to provide information on
Russian education, “informing my compatriots about the Russian science,
introducing the Russian thought and life to them,” as writes Nazaryants.

Although in his letter St.Nazaryants shows obvious intention for serving the
Russian government, one should not exaggerate the role of his “praise” of Russian
culture and accuse Nazayants of Russophilia. His Armenological heritage is
dominated by the patriotic attitude in the matters of national culture and education.

Finally, on the basis of the conclusions of the Caucasian Educational Inspecto-
rate, the Audit Commission of the Office of the vicegerent of the Caucasus and the
Ministry of Public Education, on August 13,1857 Emperor Alexander Il approved
the petition of the professor of the Lazaryan Institute of Oriental Languages
St. Nazaryants to publish the journal Northern Lights in modern Armenian,
according to the planned program. However the Northern Lights was later published
without the fifth point proposed by the Russian governers, which was supposed to
elucidate the “government decisions.”
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AWKA3 OTAHECSIH

MATEHAJIAPAH, APXUB AJI. EPUIIAAHA: TIPEABICTOPUSA U3JAHUSA
KYPHAJIA “CEBEPHOE CUSAHUE”

Kawuesble cioBa:  Marenamgapan, ApxuB An. Epwungna, Cremanoc HasapsH,
KypHan “CeBepHoe cHsHWE’, HCTOPHS M3JaHUs, pa3pelieHue,
cBOOO/Has IIpecca, poccuiicKasl HONUTHKA.

B oxnom u3 TomoB apxuBa An. Epursina B Marenagapane uMenu Marmrora
XPaHATCS JOKYMEHTBI, PaCKPBIBAIOIIUE BaXKHBIC OOCTOSTEIBLCTBA U TPEIBICTOPUIO
n3nanus CrenanocoM HazapsHueM xypHana “CeBepHoe cusaue” B 1857 rony.

Bce Haunnaetcs ¢ nuceMa-nipouienusa Crenanoca Hazapsinua ot 13 mapra 1856
T., aIPECOBAHHOTO MUHUCTPY HaponHoro mnpocsewenus Poccun A. C. Hoposy, B
kotopoMm Ct. HazapsiHil mojpoOHO M3/1aracT CBOe HaMEpEeHUE u3gaBaTh B MOCKBE
JKypHall Ha COBPEMEHHOM apMSIHCKOM s3bIKe. Poccuiickue BIacTH HE CO3MA0T
ApPMSIHCKOMY YYCHOMY OCOOBIX MPEIATCTBUM, HECMOTPS Ha (aKT MPUHAICKHOCTH
Cr. HazapsHiia x muOepanbHOMY KPBLTY apMSIHCKOTO HAIIHOHAIEHOTO JTBHMYKECHUS.

B npomrernn Crt. HazapsHil mogpoOHO W3IOXKWII METH W 3aJa4d HOBOTO
W3JIaHUS; IPUMEYATENbHO, YTO OH TIPEJICTABIII €T0 He KaK 00IeCTBEHHO-TIOIUTHYE-
CKHIA, a KaK IUTepaTypHBIN KypHAIL, IEPUOANICCKOE H3TaHUE TS IPOKUBAIOIITIX B
Poccuu apMsiH, KOTOpPOE JODKHO CIIY)KUTh HH(OPMAITMOHHOMY O0ECIICUEHHUIO POC-
cuiickoro o0Opa3oBaHus, ‘0 TUI0IaX HAYKH MPUOOIICHUS COOTCUSCTBEHHUKOB K PyC-
CKOM MBICIIU Y >KM3HU, Kak numeT HazapsHu,.

Ha ocHoBanum 3axirouenuii KaBkasckoii oOpa3zoBarenbHON MHCTIEKINH, PeBu-
3rnoHHOU KoMuccuu Kannenspun HamecTHrKa KaBkaza 1 MuHHCTEpCTBA HAPOIHOTO
npocBernienusi, umiepatop Anekcanap Il 13 asrycra 1857 roga man moaoXuTeh-
HBII OTBET Ha MpoleHue npodeccopa JlazapeBCKoro HHCTUTYTa BOCTOUYHBIX S3BIKOB
Cremanoca Hazapsaiia 00 nznannu xypHana “CeBepHoe CUSHUE HAa COBPEMEHHOM
APMSIHCKOM SI3BIKE 110 HAMEUEHHO! MPOrpaMMe, OJTHAKO Ky PHAJ BIIOCIIEICTBUY ITy0-
JIUKOBAJICS 0€3 MPEeIT0KEHHOTO POCCUICKUMIE BIACTSIMU TISITOTO pa3jiena, KOTOPbIH
JIOJDKEH OBUT OCBEIATh ““PEIICHUs TPaBUTEILCTBA .



