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The use of obscene language is not allowed in social life and in common human relations,
moreover, it is not encouraged, acceptable or desirable. However, it is applicable in some levels of
society and characterizes the behavior of a certain group of people. Considering that the social
prohibitions reinforced by tradition ensure the mores of people inherited from the past, the
traditions of life, they play an essential role in staying close to the original state of the past.
Women are usually more committed to tradition than men. This circumstance is clearly observed
not only in the attitude of men and women towards swearing, but also in the more differentiated
attitude that society shows to women when they use swearing or obscene words. In this case,
unlike a man, such an act of a woman is considered much more negative and unbearable.
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INTRODUCTION

How do people perceive swearing, especially when it is uttered by politicians? Several
studies have shown that swearers are perceived as unreliable, incompetent and unfriendly people.
(Paradise L. V., Cohl B. & Zweig J.,1980, pp. 620-624).

Other researchers claim that swearing can have a positive effect, because it makes speech
significantly convincing. (Fine M. G., Johnson F. L., 1984, pp. 59-74). Swearing serves as a social
signal. Those who adopt this strategy can hope that their target audience will respond favorably to
swearing. Young and non-religious people find swearing more acceptable. Consequently,
competing policies can be perceived more positive for them. In addition, swearing has a rhetorical
effect, which implies the ability to convey a speech emotionally. Swearing is seen as a way of self-
expression, of conveying emotions, and its use can be effective in certain speech expressions. (Fine
M. G., Johnson F. L., 1984, pp. 59-74).

THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

The peculiarity of the use of language can be related to any social class of society, its status,
ordinary activities, group identity, etc. All of this is influenced by the gender divisions that
characterize our society. According to Cameron, there is a complex connection between language’s

issues of femininity and masculinity in scientific studies of language and gender. (Cameron D., 2000,
p. 213).
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Usually, women who use obscene and rude vocabulary are described as having a lower social
status and may be perceived as violating cultural traditions. According to A. Knyazyan's research,
men's colloquial language has a tendency to lower style and swearing, and especially men use
offensive language, mentioning, for example, various parts of the body (ass, prat, penis, etc.)
(Knyazyan A., 2016, pp. 3-38). Other studies have shown that while the use of swearing in men's
speech can still sometimes be tolerated or seem tolerable, in the case of women this phenomenon is
seen as unpleasant and is perceived as violation of necessary decency (Burgoon M. &Stewart D.,
1975, pp.244-248). However, according to A. Knyazyan's observation, the women’s vocabulary
sometimes differs in a vulgar style, and they can use that vocabulary in communication with
members of the opposite sex (Knyazyan A., 2016, pp. 3-38).

It should be mentioned that the main difference between a man and a woman profanity is
related to their emotional state. Susan Case finds that male leaders are more likely to use various
language strategies, such as joking, swearing, and talk more about competition and violence (Case
S. S, 1988, pp. 41-63). Men swear more in society, and women are reserved, use soft words and
phrases.

There has been a significant increase in political swearing over the past few years. In our
opinion, that growth should be conditioned by the current political tension in our country. After all,
people swear when they get angry, want to dominate others or increase the effectiveness of their
speech (see Chart 2). Taking into account the conflicting views on this issue, we conducted our own
research. We examined the emotional vocabulary of a number of American and British politicians,
on the basis of which a statistical analysis was performed. The data were analyzed mainly
quantitatively and interpreted by qualitative normative methods.

DISCUSSION AND RESULTS

A study conducted by researchers from the Universities of Lancaster and Cambridge showed
that women's use of the word "fuck" has increased more than 5 times over the past two decades,
while men have almost halved the use of this word over the same period. According to their research,
women use the word "shit" ten times more often than men (www.cambridge.org 2016). Vulgar
expressions "Shit" and "fuck"” with the frequency of their use in the vocabulary of politicians in
tweets of 2019 in text messages recorded the highest rate. Other vulgar words are also often used,
such as piss, crap, cunt, dick, bitch, etc. (twitter.com/frostnhstaterep/status 2019).

Donald Trump has regularly used curse words at public events, especially on the campaign
trail where he sprinkled his speeches liberally with “damn” and “hell”. During his rally he repeated
the offensive term a woman shouted in reference to Texas Senator Ted Cruz: "She said he's a pussy."
(www.youtube.com 2016).

Some candidates have not avoided swearing. US presidential candidate Beto O'Rourke

constantly used the word "fuck” during an interview. And in response to the journalist’s annoying
question addressed to him after the shooting in El Paso, he said. "What the fuck"?

Or after the shooting in Odessa, he said: "We don’t yet know what the motivation is... but we
do know this is fucked up?” (twitter.com/betoorourke 2019).

The chairman of the Democratic National Committee, Tom Perez used such obscene
expressions, for some of which he was severely criticized: “Trump doesn't give a shit about health
care” (www.dailydot.com/debug/tom-perez-republicans 2017).
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Women politicians are not far behind their male counterparts. Their vocabulary is sometimes
also distinguished by the use of obscene words (see Chart 1). Democratic Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand's message about helping society took on a bold tone when she said at a conference on
technology and democracy: “If we are not helping people, we should go the fuck home”
(www.teenvogue.com2017). It was not the first time that Gilibrand used a word consisting of four
letters. Speaking about the achievements of President Donald Trump in the White House, she said:
“Has he kept his promises? No. fuck no” (www.thehill.com 2017).

Elizabeth Warren's favorite swear word is "poop,” which is a softer expression of the word
"shit." Let's recall a few examples from similar expressions by the prominent women politicians.

Deputy Rashida Tlaib, for example, stated to Trump critics. "The new Congress was gonna go
in and impeach the motherfucker" (www.voutube.com 2019).

Kamala Harris stood out for her vulgar style as well. She said on the podcast, which is run by
former members of President Barack Obama's staff. "What the fuck is that?" (dailycaller.com 2017).

The use of the vulgar word "cunt", which refers to a woman's genital organ is noticed in many
cases in both American and British politicians' speeches. It should be noted that in the USA it is more
offensive than in the United Kingdom. A member of the Scottish National Party Mahiri Black became
the first MP to use the “cunt” from within that hallowed institution.She read aloud in the British
Parliament: "I struggle to see any joke in being systematically called a dyke, a rug-muncher, a slut, a
whore, a scruffy bint. I've been told you can't put lipstick on a pig, let the dirty bitch each shit and
die. I could soften some of this by talking about the c-word but the reality is there is no softening
when you're targeted with these words and you're left reading them on my screen every day, day in,
day out - she needs a kick in the cunt, guttural cunt, ugly cunt, wee animal cunt; there is no softening
Jjust how sexualised and misogynistic the abuse is” (www.youtube.com 2018).

Theresa May very clearly described herself as"a bloody difficult woman". It should be noted
that a few years ago the word "bloody" was considered a vulgar word in England, but now it no
longer sounds offensive.(see Chart 1)

Chart 1. The Use of vulgar words in the speech of male and female politicians
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Chart 2. The reason for the use of vulgar words in the speech of male and female politicians
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CONCLUSION

Thus, summing up the above views and approaches, we can say that male politicians often
use obscene and vulgar language in their speeches, interviews and Twitter posts. It turns out that
the vocabulary of female politicians is also not free from the use of rude and obscene words. The
analysis of linguistic material shows that women can use vulgar words in public as much as men.
The use of words consisting of the mentioned four sounds can be a sufficient argument for what
has been said.

In our opinion, it is explained by a number of circumstances when a person is angry, wants
to be more convincing, to dominate, to give rigor to his word or strengthen his social role in any
environment. If some people may perceive the use of swearing as an expression of sincerity or
honesty, many people see it as vulgarity, illiteracy or lack of upbringing. We assume that the
swearing, however, can be of strategic importance and sometimes have a positive significance in
its role.

REFERENCES

1. Burgoon M.& Stewart D. (1975). Empirical investigations of language intensity: 1.
The effects of sex of source, receiver, and language intensity on attitude change.
Human Communication Research, 244-248:

2. Cameron D., (2000). Good to Talk? Living and Working in a Communication
Culture, London: Sage, 213:

3. Case S. S.(1988). Cultural differences, not deficiencies: an analysis of managerial
women's language', in Rose, S. and Larwood, L. (eds), Women IS Careers: Pathways
and Pitfalls. New York: Praeger., 41-63:

4. Fine M. G., Johnson F. L (1984). Female and male motives for using obscenity.

272



ueurnm uuesns <uuvudLouruuh Lrusntk 2022

10.
11.
12.
13.

12
13

14
15

16
17

Journal of Language and Social Psychology, 59-74:

Jay T. (2009). The utility and ubiquity of taboo words. Perspectives on Psychological

Science, 153-161:

Paradise L. V., Cohl B. & Zweig J. (1980). Effects of profane language and physical
attractiveness on perceptions of counselor behavior. Journal of Counseling

Psychology, 620-624:

Scherer C. R. & Sagarin B. J. (2006) Indecent influence: The positive effects of

obscenity on persuasion. Social Influence, 138-146:
https://www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/2016/11/15/women-now-use-the-f-word-as-
much-as-men. Retrieved 15.11.2016.
https://twitter.com/frostnhstaterep/status/1164197115721146368.Retrieved
21.08.2019:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6D5LPTOS140. Retrieved 9.02.2016
https://twitter.com/betoorourke/status/1167954084122353664 Retrieved 01.09.2019
https://www.dailydot.com/debug/tom-perez-republicans/ Retrieved 02.04.2017
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/sen-kirsten-gillibrand-worldview-new-york-
magazine-quote. Retrieved 05.04.2017
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVBgXvMouJg Retrieved 04.01.2019
https://www.thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/337116-gillibrand-rips-
trump-has-he-kept-his-promises-no-f-no Retrieved 09.06.2017
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVBgXvMouJg Retrieved 04.01.2019:
https://dailycaller.com/2017/05/07/sen-kamala-harris-puts-potty-mouth-on-public-
display-video/ Retrieved 07.05.2017
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t91c2kkj9WA: Retrieved 07.03.2018:
https://theguardian.com/politics/video/2016/oct/04/theresa-may-im-happy-to-be-
seen-as-a-bloody-difficult-woman-video Retrieved 04.10.2016

uvonontu

Ywlwlg L nwnwiwpnyuig hwihnjwfununigintbp pwnwpwywl fJununypntd

Pwluyh pwebn’ grbhhly (Ggnt, hwnnpnwlgowl pwqiwdwpniginil, (Gqdwlwi

Uwpwpjwl Lnthqu
E< Upnwpwlwl (Goywpwlnygwl wdphnt, huygnnn, nwuwfunu
Gplwb, <wjwunwbh <wlpwwbunnient

Yuwnp, Yht L vqwdwpn pwnwpwlwl gnpdhys:

<wuwnpwywywb Yuwbpntd, dwpnyubg undnpwywl hwpwpebpnigintGbbpnid hwy-
hnjwOph Yhpwenipintt wpgbywé t, huy et wybh dbnd fupwiniwutih, pGnniOth
Ywd gwOlwih sk: <wdblwjlnbwu hwuwpwywywb hbs-hGs 26punGpnd wyt yphpwebih §
L panipwgpwywb npnwyh fudph dwpnywbg yuppwagohb: <wyh wrbbiny wyb, np w-
Jwlnnyeh ntd wrwé hwuwnpwlwywb wpgbptent wwwhnynid 60 dwpnywbg wbgjw-
thg dwrwlqwé pwpptpp, Yeogwnh wywbnwywonignibp, niptdl’ npwip twywb nbp

273



ueurnm uuesns <uuvudLouruuh Lrusntk 2022

G0 fuwnnud wogywh Gwpubwywb yhawyhb hwpwquwuw dbwnih:

Unynpwpwp uwbw)p wybh hwdwwnwphd G0 d0ntd wwbnnypltnphl, pwl nnw-
dwnpnhy: Wu hwbgwdwbpp wywpgnpn? GYwunydnid £ ng dhwyl innwdwpnywlg L Yw-
OwOg hwjhnuOph GYwwndwdp yepwptpdnipned, wy Gwl wewybp wjbd nwppGpwy-
dwé Jbpwptpdncbpnid, np hwuwpwynegntbb £ npubnpnud yubwbg GJwwndwdp, Gpp
Gpwlp 6O ogunnwgnnénid hwihnjubp Ywd wodw)t) funup: Uu nbwpntd, h nmnwppbpnie-
Jnil wnwdwpnnt, Yong Gdwbophbwy wpwppp ghwhwwnygned £ wwn wybih pugwuw-
w0l L wOhwbnnipdtih: <nndwénid niuntdbGwuphnyby 60 Yht L tnnwdwnn pwnwpwywh
agnp6hsUbph |Ggywywl wrwbGdbwhwunynipntbbbphg hwjhnjwfununignibp, npp hw-
dwnynid b wgptuhwih npubnpiwb L wbadh hwopwiht Jupyuwpetydwo jnipuuntbuwy
dGpinidnipjuip pwgwhwjuindty £, np sGwjwd hwhnwiununignitbp hwuinney £ unw-
dwpnyuwbg funuwygwywl |Gqyhl, uwywyt Yubwp Lu wsph GG pGyand grthhy nih
npubnpdwdp b npw wpunwhwyundwb glnnipjwip:

PE3IOME
I'ennepHo-00yciioB/IeHHAs1 OPaHb B MOJTUTHYECKOM JUCKYpce
Jlyuza Mapa6sn
EV, Couckatenp kadeapsl MPUKIATHOM THHIBUCTHKH, NPEN0aBaTelb
. Epesan, Pecnybnuka Apmenus

Knwuesvie cnoea: BynmprapHas JeKCHKa, KOMMYHHKAaTHBHAs CTpaTeTHs, S3BIKOBOE
MOBEJICHNE, KEHIIUHA-TIOJUTHK, MY KUYNHA-[TOJTUTHK.

B oOmecTBeHHOH KH3HH, B OOBIYHBIX YEIOBEYCCKMX OTHOIICHUSX WCIIONB30BaHHE
HEIICH3YPHOM JIEKCHKM 3alpelleH0, a €CIH IOMATYe BBIPA3UTHCS, TO HE IOOLIpSETCs, He
pueMIIeMO U He skenaTesbHo. [1o kpaitHeill Mepe, B HEKOTOPBIX CIOSX 00IecTBa OHO TPUMEHUMO
K IOBEJICHUIO ONPEAETICHHOW TIPyNIbl JIOACH. YUHUTHIBas, YTO YKOPECHUBIIHMECS B TPAAULUIX
COLIMANIbHBIC Oapbephl 00ECIICUNBAIOT JIFOASIM YHACIICAOBAHHBIC OT MPONUIOr0 HPABHI U TPAIUIHH
JKU3HH, OHH WrPAlOT CYIICCTBCHHYIO POJIb B COXPAHCHHUH OJIU3KO K HCXOJHOMY COCTOSHHIO
nporuioro. OOBIYHO KEHITUHEI 00Jiee MPUBEPKEHBI K TPAJUIUSIM, YEM MY>KIHHBL. ITO OTUCTIUBO
BHJHO HE TOJHKO B OTHOIICHUHM K HEICH3YPHOH IJIEKCHKE MYXXYHMH W JKCHIIWH, HO U B Ooiee
T PepeHIIMPOBAHHOM OTHOIICHUH, KOTOPOE OOINECTBO TMPOSBISACT K JKCHIIMHAM, KOTJA OHHU
HCIONB3YIOT HENCH3YPHYI0 OpaHp WM HENEH3YpHYIO JeKCHKy. lIpH STOM, B OTIMYHE OT
MY>KYHHBI, TAKOW MOCTYIIOK >KEHIIMHBI CUUTAaeTCsl O0Jiee HETaTUBHBIM M HEBHIHOCHUMBIM. B manHO#M
CTaTb€ HCCIEAYeTCS] HCIONB30BaHNE HEIEeH3YPHOW JIEKCHKH, KaK OTHOTO W3 SI3BIKOBBIX
0COOCHHOCTEW MOJUTUKOB KAaK y MYXXYHH, TaK W Y JKEHIIWH, YTO CYHUTACTCS BBIPAKEHHEM
arpeccuy W NyOJMYHOH JUCKpenuTalueil JIMYHOCTH. B Xone uccnenoBanus ObLUIO yCTaHOBICHO,
YTO XOTS HELEH3ypHAas JIEKCHKA YacTO MCIIONB3YeTCs MYKIMHAMH, Y KEHIINH TOKe HabIromaeTcs
UCIIONIb30BaHUE IPyOBIX U HEPUCTOMHBIX CIIOB C BRIPAKEHHOH COMIOCTABUMOM HHTEHCUBHOCTBIO.
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