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Introduction

Within the frames of the present article certain theses are introduced in
regard to the question of preserving the Persian monuments in the territories of
Armenia and Artsakh. Despite the fact that presently Persian cultural monuments
are scarce in number; the ones that have been preserved symbolize the good
neighborhood relations and peaceful co-existence between Persians and
Armenians in different epochs.

In the article parallels are drawn between the cultural policies pursued in the
Republics of Armenia, Artsakh, Islamic Republic of Iran and Azerbaijan and the
specifics of this policy are underscored. The given article does not intend to delve
into the cultural and architectural value and significance of various monuments.

The Azerbaijani claims to expropriate cultural heritage

The Persian cultural trace in the republics of Transcaucasia is conditioned by
the Persian political influence in the region for quite a long, historical period. It is
evident that after becoming part of the Russian Empire, the Russian cultural
influence became more prevalent in Eastern Armenia and in the region as a
whole, thus, Persian social norms in all their forms were of secondary
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significance. However, Persian cultural traces have been preserved in the region
and in its constituent part, i.e. in Eastern Armenia.

Nonetheless, it should be taken into account that after the collapse of the
Soviet Union, Azerbaijan taking advantage of the situation, on state level tried and
is still making all efforts to expropriate the authentic rich cultural heritage of
Armenians and Iranians.

Over decades apart from expropriating Armenian historical-cultural heritage,
apace with it, Azerbaijani propaganda, in fact, lays a claim to expropriate not only
the cultural heritage of neighboring Iran, but also the exceptional, historical
civilizational values of whose creation Azerbaijan doesn’t have even any remote
relation. It is apparent that in this case it can be complicated for official Baku “to
digest” this claim due to political, military standing that Iran has in the region.
Nevertheless, it is this factor that can become a straightjacket for hampering the
Azerbaijani claims.

To be fair, it should be ascertained that Azerbaijan’s falsifications of Iranian
cultural objects and non-material values do not receive appropriate feedback from
Iranians. Moreover, Iranian reactions are not consistent with current challenges.

The inclusion of “Zorkhane” sport in UNESCO’s Intangible Heritage List
testifies to this which according to the daily Etealat is “weird and shocking™. This
item of news is so astounding, that even after learning about it the Iranian public
hopes that it is fake and will be refuted soon. Whereas in order to fight such
falsifications it is imperative that counteractions on a higher level be carried out.

After the 44-day war of 2020 due to the military occupation of the greater
part of Artsakh Republic, the Persian Mosque in the city of Shushi appeared
under the Azerbaijani control. Today the occupants claim the mosque to be of
Azerbaijani origin, despite the irrefutable fact the preserved inscriptions of the
cultural monument are in Persian? (see picture 1).

Under new circumstances the aggressor made another claim to expropriate
the Persian Mosque in Yerevan when on February 22, 2022 two Members of the

' UYpwngwu Ugg, 09.X11.2022, 45(5733):

2 Cwywuwnwuh Lwupwwbunejuu  Jupswwbnh,Unppbowuh  <wupwwbunnyejwu
Uwjuwgqwhp U Mnwwuwnwup Ywunyejwt twfuwgwhh hwjnwpwpniegniup https://www.
primeminister.am/u_files/file/Haytararutyunner/Haytararutyun-.pdf retrieved' 07.12.2022:
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Azerbaijani Parliament visited Yerevan for participating in the sessions held by the
committees of the EuroNest Parliamentary Assembly®.

Similar to military assistance Azerbaijan basically gets certain aid and
guidance from Turkey for shaping and adopting such a pretentious policy in
regard to this issue.

On April 21, 2022 the Turkish attempt aimed at converting another Persian
monument into Azerbaijani is a telling fact. During a program broadcast by
Turkish national Radio and Television Corporation a monument-building on
Hanrapetutyun Street 32, in the center of Yerevan was introduced as a part of an
old fictitious “regal” palace. While the monument-building designed by Michael
von der Nonne was built in 1876 as an official residence for the first consul of
Persia, functioning as such up until 1920 In the 1850s the building was owned
by a Persian wealthy Haji Abbas Kyalbarai Abdu Hussein Ogli. The Persian
consul’s room was entirely covered with murals that are still preserved.
Moreover, irrespective of the uses of this building, undeniable is the fact that the
construction abounds in Persian cultural elements. In this case the Azerbaijani
claims to “expropriate” the building are groundless. It should also be mentioned
that despite the fact still in June 1997 the reformist President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Sayyid Mohammad Khatamilaunched an initiative® to open a
dialogue “between different religions and civilizations”. In fact 5 years prior to
this initiative when the Armenian army liberated the Armenian city fortress of
Shushi the local Persian mosque suffered no damage and was preserved as a
cultural monument’. Otherwise stated, the cultural dialogue or, to be more
precise, Armenians secured the policy of tolerance even during the military action.

3 Unppbswugh 2 wwwngwdwynpubp Gplwunud jdwuuwlygbu «Gypwubup» tud pni-
pnjh W hwuduwdnnnjubiph Uhuwnbipht https://www.azatutyun.am/a/31714230.html retrieved'
07.12.2022:

4 Later the headquarters staff of the Armenian division were housed in the building.
Then the Relief Committee for Armenia headed by Hovhannes Tumanyan was located there.
Since 1963 the Organization of Preserving Historical Moinuments founded by great Armenian
painter Martiros Saryan, who headed the organization, has been situated in this building.

5 bplwup wwpuwlwu hnpwpéwup wnppbowtwywuwgubine pnippwlwu thnpé
https://www.aligmedia.am/2021/04/21/11714/ retrieved' 07.12.2022.

5 See Pwjpnipnywt 2005, 742:

" Ubipghy Swhybprywu. Tnighh dbphu Uqypph bpwywugudwt wofuwwnwupubpp
hwiwwwwwuluwunw U dhowgquwiht Ynuytughwih npnypubphu https://www.panorama.
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Moreover, in 2007 the authorities of Artsakh announced that a project was to
be launched aimed at the restoration of the mosque. In fact, we can state that a
policy of cultural tolerance has been outlined in the Republic of Artsakh that has
never been part of independent Azerbaijan.

According to the data of IDeA charitable foundation more than 1.5 million
dollars® was spent on the restoration of the mosque. In 2019 after the restoration
the mosque was opened acquiring the status of a museum®.

Hence, the tolerant cultural policy pursued by the Republic of Artsakh and
exemplified by the Persian mosque in Shushi evidences that both secular and
religious authorities of Armenia have been unanimous in taking measures for the
restoration of a foreign, in this particular case, Persian cultural monument. This,
in fact, is a distinctive feature originally absent from the policy that Azerbaijan
since its formation as an independent state has been pursuing in historical
Artsakh’s territory even more so after Azerbaijani military occupation of the area.

Thus, under these circumstances a necessity emerges to expect a response
from the Iranian authorities: a feedback given in regard to the Blue Mosque when
in February, 2022 the Azerbaijani parliamentarians visiting Armenia for
participating in sessions held by the committees of the EuroNest Parliamentary
Assembly called the architectural monument an “Azerbaijani monument” and in
this way tried to expropriate this unique specimen of the Persian cultural heritage.
The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran issued the following statement:
“Those who are interested in history understand very well the origin of the 200-
year old Blue Mosque and its great cultural, architectural value with its Persian
inscriptions. It is a great pleasure that these historical epigraphs have been
preserved™®. Indeed, it is probably a fortunate fact that similarlies in the
inscriptions of the Persian Mosque in Shushi and the Blue Mosque in Yerevan are
obvious, as they are powerful arguments on the agenda of Iranian-Azerbaijani
discussions of the problem of cultural tolerance policy”.

am/am/news/2017/04/14/%D5%87%D5%B8%D6%82%D5%B 7%D5%AB-%D5%B4%D5%A6%D
5%AF%D5%AB%D5%A9/1761638 retrieved' 07.12.2022.

8 1,5 Jiu nnup' Snhh dgypphu.«iDeA» hhduwnpwdp Ybpwywugund b Upgwluh
wwwndwlwu dwnwugniejntup, https://factor.am/184699.html retrieved 22.12.2022:

 For more on this see UYpwngwti 2022, 229-241:

10 https://twitter.com/iraninyerevan <<-nid hh< nbuwwuniyzjwu pyhebph retrieved
25.05.2022:
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It should be added that Azerbaijan’s cultural policy on Persian monuments in
the Republics of Armenia and Artsakh is strongly backed by Turkey. Accordingly,
the propaganda of disseminating disinformation can be neutralized by Iran’s
active participation and its co-operation with Armenia. The joint efforts of the two
countries can definitely countervail Azerbaijan’s policy of falsifying the origin of
historical monuments.

About certain traces of unique Persian Monuments in the territory of
the Republic of Armenia

Apart from the aforementioned, it should also be taken into consideration
that presently certain traces of unique Persian monuments or buildings in general
have been preserved in the territory of the Republic of Armenia. After the Treaty
of Turkmenchai signed in 1828, most of these buildings were annihilated by the
Russian Empire. In the years of Soviet rule, along with many other Christian
monuments of native Armenian origin, the Persian ones were wiped out in the
territory. Doctor in Architecture, Professor Marietta Gasparian mentions in her
monograph that in the XIX-XX centuries there were residential buildings and
houses, bearing a Persian imprint. These are: a house on Demirbulagh currently
Hanrapetutyun St. 19 in Yerevan, Jafar bek Baghirov’s house on the left bank of
the Hrazdan River where the famous district Dzoragyugh is situated, Panah
Khan’s house on Ter-Ghukasov St".

Noteworthy are foreign travelers’ testimonies which also evidence that the
region being under the Persian political domination, bore its cultural influence. I.
Chopin'? writes about the residential houses built with a Persian design in the first
half of the XIX century.

Notable is the fact that nowadays certain Persian toponyms such as
Tokhmakhgyol (one of the lakes in Yerevan having been used for irrigation'® since
the late Middle Ages) have also been preserved. It is common knowledge that the
river was restored (according to traditional Persian testimonies it was built) during
the rule of Tokhmakh Khan'* in 1578. At the end of the XVIII century the river

! TacnapsH 2008, 113-115.
2 lllonen 1852, 892-894.
B Cwlynpjwt 1969, 65, 131:
“ Cwhwqhq 1931,84, 177:
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dried up and was restored again on the eve'® of Eastern Armenia’s inclusion into
Russia.

To sum up it can be concluded that at present singular samples of buildings
designed with Persian architectural motifs have been preserved, the best of which
are the Blue Mosque of Yerevan and the Persian consul’s room of 1876-1920 on
Hanrapetutyun Street in Yerevan. The latter has murals rich in both Persian and
Armenian patterns (see picture 2).

It should be mentioned that Armenians have always treated the foreign
cultural monuments with special care. Nevertheless, after the establishment of the
Soviet rule in Armenia the new authorities having atheist ideology caused a
considerable damage to the preservation of religious-cultural monuments. In the
1930s the Armenian Church was subjected to severe persecutions. Many churches
were closed down'®. Ancient churches were destroyed or at best they were
transformed into objects serving different purposes. This is the reason why
certain Persian cultural monuments were destroyed in those years. Otherwise
stated, all the destruction was due to the modus operandi of the ruling authorities
of the day. In fact, it was not discrimination but rather a manifestation of general
ideology that the Soviet authorities had back in that time. Whereas, it should be
taken into account that during the same period thanks to the efforts of the great
Armenian poet Yeghishe Charents, the Mosque was not destroyed but
transformed into a museum. The literary critic of Charents’s works Davit
Gasparian states that the poet himself was not directly involved in saving the
Mosque, however, his was an implicit contribution®’.

In June, 2018 a special event was held at the Mosque in acknowledgement of
Charents’s contribution to saving the Mosque. The Cultural Adviser of the Iranian
Embassy in Armenia Seyed Mohammad Reza Heydari noted: “Charents is loved
and respected in our country. We do not forget that he did everything in his
power to save the Mosque™8.

5 Cwlynpyjwi 1971, 264:

16 Ubipnuywi 2018, 349:

7 £&-h dwhdbnwlwu hnpwpdwuubpp, Ywd puswbu Gnwy, np Ywwnyn dgyhep
ghunt gnpdwpwu snwpdwy, https://armeniasputnik.am/20210107/hh-mahmedakan-hushard
zanner-kapuyt-mzkit-ginu-gortcaran-26024242.html retrieved 17.12.2022

B «Qupbugp Ywwnywn dgypph wwhwwwuubphg Ep», «Ywwnywn  dgyhp»-nd
dbadwpbighu Quiptiught, https://alikonline.ir/news/culture/item/47661 retrieved 07.12.2022:
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After the proclamation of the independence of the Republic of Armenia when
contacts were established with the Islamic Republic of Iran the cultural-religious
cooperation between the two countries was marked by the return and restoration
of worship monuments. On October 13, 1995 a memorandum of cooperation was
signed in regard to the reconstruction and restoration of the Blue Mosque in
Yerevan'. To put into effect the aforementioned memorandum, in 1994-1998 the
Mosque was reconstructed thanks to the investment of the Iranian capital and
under the supervision of Iranian and Armenian experts in culture. The Culture
Center, the Islamic ties of IRl and the executives of Mostazafan and Janbazan
Foundation arrived at the decision to devolve the responsibility of preserving the
Mosque on the Culture Center®® founded at the Iranian Embassy in Yerevan, in
1998 (see picture 3 and 4).

Nowadays the Blue Mosque has truly become the religious-cultural center for
many lranians carrying out activities in the Republic of Armenia. Religious
ceremonies along with Persian classes are regularly held at the Mosque. It also
evidences the mutual respect between Armenians and Iranians, their freedom to
practise their own religion openly. Whereas the indicative of Azerbaijan’s cultural
policy was the destruction of 5000 khachkars (cross-stones) in Old Jugha, in
2005. Only this fact suffices for gaining an insight into the consistent cultural
policy that Baku’s authorities have been pursuing over the last decades. The policy
is basically directed against civilization as a whole. Due to the fact that this country
does not have its own culture and is bound to “creating” it, the authorities of this
republic unspairingly choose to annihilate Armenian monuments in general or at
best expropriate them with “legal-historical substantiation”.

Hence, albeit it is difficult to find buildings of Persian architecture fully
preserved in Yerevan, certain traces are still there. The best-preserved and most
impressive of them are undoubtedly the Blue Mosque and the Persian consul’s
study (1876-1920) rich in various murals.

9 The Blue Mosque was built in 1765 during the rule of Hussein (Hoseyn) Ali Khan, the
ruler of the Yerevan Khanate. The Mosque covers 7000 square meter, having a minaret of 24
metres height and 28 cells. After the establishment of the Soviet rule in Armenia the Mosque
housed the Museum of Natural Sciences and History of Yerevan.

2 Gplwuh Yeunpnuwywu (Mwwnyw) dqyhpe, 2004, 7:
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It should be emphasized that the Persian monuments are protected by the
state. Under the culture legislation® of the Republics of Armenia and Artsakh any
assault on Persian monuments is just as punishable as any encroachment upon
any object of Armenian cultural-historical heritage. Otherwise stated, the
protection of cultural monuments is part of society’s consciousness and has a
great significance for the large public circles.

Conclusions

The Persian monuments in the Republics of Armenia and Arstakh are
protected by the state and under the culture legislation in Republics of Armenia
and Arstakh any assault on them is as punishable as any encroachment upon
objects of Armenian historical-cultural heritage.

The scarce Persian monuments that are still preserved, testify to the good
neighborhood relations and peaceful co-existence between Persians and Arme-
nians in different epochs.

In the article parallels have been drawn between the cultural policies pursued
in the Republics of Armenia and Artsakh, the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Azerbaijan, and the peculiarities of the policy have been emphasized. The aim of
the present article has not been to delve into the cultural and architectural value
and significance of various monuments.

Turkey strongly supports Azerbaijan to shape its cultural policy on the Iranian
monuments in the Republics of Armenia and Artskah. Hence, Iran’s active co-
operation with Armenia will help neutralize the propaganda of disseminating
disinformation and counteract Azerbaijan’s policy of cultural falsifications.

It is of vital importance that Turkish-Azerbaijani military-cultural cooperation
be countervailed by Armenian-Iranian joint fight for culture.
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K BOMNMPOCY O COXPAHEHUM NEPCUACKUX
NAMATHUKOB, HAXOOALWWKUXCA HA TEPPUTOPUN
PECINYBJIMKU APMEHUA U APLLAX

MHKPTHAH K.

Pe3iome

Knioyesbie cnosa: nepcupckvme namaTHUkM, Pecnybnukn Apmenua n Apuax,
KyNbTypHasA LEHHOCTb, KynbTypHas MonuTuKa, dpanbcudmkaumm Asepbaiipmana,
EpesaHckas [onybas meyetb, meyetb LLywun.

Mepcupckue namATHUKKM, HaxopAwmeca Ha Tepputopun Pecnybnukn Ap-
meHnAa n Pecnybnukn Apuax, coxpaHAROTCA rocysapctsom, W ntoboe nocAra-
TENbCTBO Ha HWX KapaeTcA KynbTypHbIM 3aKoHopatenbctBom Pecriybnuku Ap-
meHua u Pecnybnukn Apuax, Kak U B cnyyae C apMAHCKUMU UCTOPUYECKUMM
namATHUKaMM 1 0ObekTamu KynbTypHOro Hacnegus.

CoxpaHuBLUMECA MAMATHUKN CBUAETENbCTBYIOT O [OOPOCOCEACKUX OTHO-
LUEHMAX U MUPHOM COCYLLLECTBOBAHWM apMAHCKOrO W MPaHCKOro HapojoB B
pasHble UICTOpUYECKNE Nepuoabl.

B npoBepeHnn KynbTypHOIA NOANTUKN B OTHOLLEHUN MEPCUACKNX NaMATHU-
KoB Ha TeppuTopun Pecnybnukn Apmenun n Pecnybnukmn Apuax asepbaiigsan-
Llam okasbliBana cofeiicteme Typuma, n nocemy pacnpocTpaHeHuto Ae3nHdop-
Maummn Typeuko-asepbaiimaHCKo nponaraHgMCTCKON MaLUMHOW MOKHO Mpo-
TUBOCTOATH NNLLIb COBMECTHLIMUN [ECTBUAMN MPAHCKON N apMAHCKOI CTOPOH.
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Picture 1.

-

The minaret of the mosque in Shushi with a tracery, having Persian inscriptions

Picture 2.

A mural with motifs of Armenian cross-shaped patterns
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Preserved murals from the Persian Consul’s study (1876-1920)

The Blue Mosque in Yerevan with
patterned Persian inscriptions on the
facade The inscription in Persian on the wall
of the Blue Mosque in Yerevan
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