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BOI'l, TEPON 1 CBATBIE: APMAHCKME I'OPbI KAK COEPA
CBAIEHHBIX ITOI'PEBEHNUN

APCEH BOBOXH

Peszmowme

Knioueswie cnosa: 602u, cepou, cesamaole, 6UuUlan, 6blCOKO2OPHbvlIE 30HbL, APXEOD0-
cuvecKkue namAmHuKku, npedaHuﬂ.

B mpencraBineHHsIX MHOTMX HApOJOB BBICOKHE TOPHI SIBISIFOTCS. OCHOBHBIM
oOuTanuiieM OOroB, TE€POECB M CBATHIX WIIM BAXHEUIICH apeHON X JeSTelb-
HOCTH: OHHM HE TOJBKO ICHWCTBYIOT B 3THX JaHAImAa(TaxX, HO M XOPOHSTCS (=
TIEPEBOTUIONIAIOTCS).

Besnecymieli kaTteropueii BRICOKAX apMSHCKHX TOp SIBJSICTCS BHINIAI (apM.
npakoH). OH BBISBISIETCS KaK B COOTBETCTBYIOIINX apXEOJOTHIECKUX, TaK U IT-
Horpaduueckux marepuaiax — B poyiu 00KeCTBa, repost (= Oorateipsi) U CBs-
toro. Ilpuyem, 3T GYHKIMH TO TEPEIUICTAIOTCS, TO MPOTHBOIMOCTABISIOTCS
Apyr Apyry.

Packonku Ha r. Aparail cTes BUIIAIIOB M CMEXHBIX KOHTEKCTOB B ITOCIIEAHNE
TOIBI BBISBISIOT ONHY Ba)KHYIO 3aKOHOMEPHOCTB: T€ CTPYKTYpHI, KOTOpHIC B
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HU3KUX 30HAX M3BECTHBI KaK KPOMJIEXH, KOTOPHIM THIMYHBI YEIOBEYECCKUE 3a-
XOPOHEHUS, B BBICOKOTOPHBIX PETHOHAX XapaKTePU3YIOTCSl OTCYTCTBHEM OCTEO-
Jorudeckoro marepuaina. Jlo cMX MOp HE HM3BECTHBI HAXOMKU YEIIOBEYCCKHX
KOCTEeH M B TaK HA3bIBACMBIX «JIOMax OTy30B / TUTAHTOB» WU B CKOIUICHHUSX
KaMHEH, CUMTAIONUXCS TOTPEOCHUSIMU CBSTHIX. XOTsS HE HCKIIOYAETCS BO3-
MOKHOCTh HaxOJIKH KOCTEM B TaKUX CTPYKTYypax, IMOKa 4TO MOYKHO IIPpEAIIO-
JIOXKHTh, YTO B JIUIIE 3TUX CTPYKTYpP UMEEM JIENI0 WM ¢ KOHTEKCTOM MOIIEH,
WM TpocTo ¢ morpedeHusMu 6e3 xkocted. [Ipuuem, > morpebeHus HE TPOC-
ThIe KEHOTa(bl: 3TO «IOrpeOCHUs» OOroB, TePOCB MM CBATHIX, KOTOPBIX HE
npeJaBaid 3eMJie KaK OOBIKHOBCHHBIX CMEPTHBIX. X «XOpPOHWIN» OCOOBIM
Croco00OM ofapsisi OTCYTCTBUEM MaTEpPUAILHOCTU WM BOILIONIAs B 00pas3e U B
KOHCTPYKIMH, B ITOJIKOHTEKCTE aKIIEHTHPYS €r0 COLUAIBHYIO T. €. CO3Jaf0IyI0
UJICHTHYHOCTH (DYHKIIHIO.

Apcen boboxan — k. u. H., oupexmop Hucmumyma apxeonozuu u dmuozpaguu
HAH PA. Hayunvie unmepecul. npobiemvl MamepuaibHou u 0YX08HOU KyIbmy-
pul Opesnetl Apmenuu. Aemop 3 monoepaguii u boree 100 cmameil.
arsen.bobokhyan@sci.am

GODS, HEROES AND SAINTS: ARMENIAN MOUNTAINS AS
SPHERES OF SACRED BURIALS

ARSEN BOBOKHYAN

Summary

Keywords: gods, heroes, saints, vishap, high altitude zones, archaeological
sites, folk-tales.

In imaginations of many peoples the high mountains appear as the main
habitat and field of action of gods, heroes and saints, who not only act in those
landscapes, but are also buried (= reborn) there.

The omnipresent category for the Armenian mountains is the vishap (= Arm.
for dragon). This is visible both in corresponding archaeological and ethnological
materials. According to them, the vishap appears both as deity, and as hero
(= giant) and saint. Moreover, these functions are either intermingled or
contradicted to each other.

The vishap stones and adjoining contexts, found during the excavations in
the last years on the Mt. Aragats, reveal an important regularity. Those
constructions, which are known as cromlechs in the low altitudes and to which
human burials are typical, in the high altitudes are characterized through
absence of osteological material. There are not still known of human bone
findings in the so-called “houses of giants” or in the accumulation of stones,
which are considered to be the burial places of saints.
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Although we do not exclude the possibility of finding bones in such
constructions later, currently we suppose that in face of these structures, we deal
either with the context of relics or simply with burials without bones. Moreover,
those burials are not simple cenotaphs; they are “burials” of gods, heroes and
saints, who were not buried as ordinary mortals. They were “buried” in a special
way endowing them with absence of materiality or by embodying them in an
image and in a structure - emphasizing its social, i.e. identity-creating function.

Arsen Bobokhian — PhD in History, Director of the Institute of Archaeology and
Ethnography of NAS RA. Scientific interests: problems of material and spiritual
culture of ancient Armenia. Author of 3 monographs and more than 100
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