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Remarks by H.E. Mr. Fan Yong, Ambassador of the People’s Republic
of China to the Republic of Armenia

It is a great pleasure to participate in this conference titled "30
Years of Diplomatic Relations between China and Armenia:
achievements and prospects". First of all, on behalf of the Chinese
Embassy in Armenia, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to
the organizers of this scientific event, the Institute of Russian, Eastern
European and Central Asian Studies of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences and the Institute of Oriental Studies of the National Academy
of Sciences of Armenia, and wish this conference a complete success!

Yesterday was the 30th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between our two countries. The leaders of the
two countries exchanged congratulatory messages, highly appraising
the achievements of bilateral cooperation in various fields over the
past 30 vyears, and pointing out the direction for the future
development of bilateral relations. President of the Republic of
Armenia Khachaturyan also visited our embassy in Armenia to
congratulate the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations. During this period government departments and friendly
groups of the two countries have held a series of distinctive
celebration activities, fully demonstrating the profound historical
accumulation and broad development prospects of the traditional
friendship between China and Armenia. Today's conference is not
only a grand exchange event for scholars from the two countries, but
also an important event to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between our countries.

Since the establishment of diplomatic relations, the two sides
have adhered to equal treatment, mutual respect, mutual benefit and
win-win results, continuously deepened political trust and promoted
mutually beneficial cooperation. The relationship between the two
countries has continuously achieved new development and reached
the best level in history. China has always firmly supported Armenia
in pursuing a development path that suits its own national interests.
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Looking forward to the future, the two sides should strengthen
development strategies, accelerate the high-quality development of
the joint construction of the "Belt and Road", continue to expand
bilateral economic and trade cooperation, implement existing
cooperation projects, and strive to promote and implement larger
cooperation projects. Armenia has certain advantages in high-tech,
innovation, medical care and other fields. China is willing to work
together with Armenia to explore new growth points of cooperation
and continuously enrich the practical cooperation between the two
countries. We should actively promote exchanges in the fields of
education, culture, and youth between the two countries.

It is gratifying that in recent years more and more people in
Armenia, especially young people, learn Chinese language and
understand Chinese culture. During epidemic China and Armenia
have firmly supported each other and jointly made positive
contributions to the international fight against the epidemic. China is
willing to strengthen international cooperation with Armenia to
jointly defend true multilateralism and safeguard the legitimate rights
and interests of the two countries. Armenia is welcome to become an
observer state of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization as soon as
possible, and contribute more to maintaining regional security and
development.

At present the world has entered a new period of turmoil and
change. Under the new situation, the future development of China-
Armenia relations faces new opportunities, as well as some risks and
challenges. Thanks to the Institute of Russian, Eastern European and
Central Asian Studies of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and
the Institute of Oriental Studies of the National Academy of Sciences
of Armenia for organizing this conference. I hope that everyone will
continue to safeguard the fundamental interests of the two countries,
strengthen mutual friendship and confidence, and actively offer
advices and suggestions for making new contributions in order to
create a better future for China-Armenia relations.



Remarks by H.E. Mr. Sergey Manasaryan, Ambassador of the
Republic of Armenia to the People’s Republic of China

Today is a very important day, as we are all assembled here to
commemorate the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the Republic of Armenia and the People's Republic of
China. Please, accept my congratulations on this occasion. I would like to
seize the opportunity to thank our colleagues from the Institute of
Oriental Studies of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of
Armenia, and the Institute of Russian, European and Central Asian
Studies of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences for the work done
during these months and to commend their tireless efforts that made this
event happen. Special thanks to His Excellency Mr. Safaryan, Deputy
Foreign Minister of Armenia and Mr. Li Hui, Special Representative of
the Chinese Government for Eurasian Affairs.

Due to restrictions caused by pandemic, the events dedicated to the
30th anniversary have been postponed in China, and today we have an
opportunity to meet just online. Even in these conditions, the convening
of such an event testifies to the high willingness of both the Armenian
and Chinese sides to work together to deepen and foster relations. I will
not say anything new if I once again emphasize what you have been
repeatedly hearing from the Armenian side at different levels, reiterating
that the strengthening and deepening relations with China are of high
priority in the foreign policy agenda of the Republic of Armenia.

30 years ago, together with our Chinese colleagues, we started
from scratch, and if we try to analyze the way that we have gone, the
results will be very impressive. Our cooperation is characterized by a
high-level political dialogue, our relations are dynamically developing
encompassing economy, the spheres of culture, education, science, high
technologies, tourism and etc. Almost in all areas we have very
remarkable indicators. That speaks about our determination to further
develop friendly relations between the two ancient civilizations that share
a long history of friendship and cooperation since the ancient Silk Road.
Although the Coronavirus has seriously harmed the regularity of our
agenda, we still have many projects to be implemented and we remain
steadily committed to develop our cooperation to a qualitatively new
level. Today’s conference is a very significant platform to summarize the
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rich and wide agenda formed over the past 30 years, and to point out the
opportunities of developing cooperation in this new situation.

I want to thank all the participants of today’s conference. We
managed to bring together today professionals, experts who will raise a
wide range of topics starting from the different aspects of bilateral
relations to the outlining the possibilities of cooperation within the
framework of regional integration organizations. I hope that today we
will have a very comprehensive discussion on the above issues and topics
and wish all of us every success.
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Turkey-China: peculiarities of changing relationship in the
framework of Neo-classical realism and Turkey’s new activism in
Central Asia

In the topic the peculiarities of the transformations of Turkey-
China relationship within the framework of Turkish foreign policy vision
are analysed, as Turkey’s foreign policy goes through very curious
transformations in the last decade. Turkey-China relations have had their
ups and downs, accompanied by permanent zigzags of pragmatism and
distrust in the bilateral relations. In this regard to make a sense of
Turkish-Chinese current relationship, it will be helpful to discuss some
determinants driving current Turkish foreign policy that significantly
shape bilateral relations. Turkish-Chinese relations are analysed in the
analytical framework of the Neo-classical Realism theoretical approach,
which merges the impact of internal and external factors on states foreign
policy behaviour. Here will be presented the variables underlying current
relationship in two levels of analysis - structural (international) and unit
(domestic) level.

Structural level factors relate to the changes in the structure of
international relations and transformations of international order, power
distribution changes in the framework of which Turkey strives to find
adaptive mechanisms. The first variable relates to the post-American or
post unipolar world order, where rising multipolarity perspectives in the
international structure have encouraged Turkey to broaden the scope of
its geopolitical vision thus re-evaluating and building its relations with
global powers like Russia, China in new modes that had previously been
ignored. Turkey, in this regard, strives to get strategic autonomy in its
foreign policy, trying to lessen its dependence from the West as much as
possible in order to develop some kind of alternative strategies, building
multifaceted and multilateral relations with the non-Western powers.

Unit level variables underlying Turkey-China relations, first of all
are economic and ideological factors. One of the most important
determinants in bilateral relations is the economic field which is a high
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priority for Ankara because Turkish economy in currently in trouble.
Economic recession presents existential threat to the survival of the
Turkish authorities. Currently, their first priority is to improve the
economic situation by attracting as much as foreign direct investments as
possible. By the end of 2021, total amount of Chinese direct investments
in Turkey reached to $4.5 bln, 70 % of which was attracted between
2017-2021. So, a pragmatic turn in the foreign policy of Ankara now is
obvious. As showed the results of the public opinion survey (2021), most
part of the Turkish society ranks Far East-China first place that Turkey
has to give priority to in the economic sphere.

Another unit-level variable affecting on bilateral relations is
authoritarian regime type in Turkey which stimulates to forge and deepen
cooperation with such powers that gives manoeuvring opportunities in its
foreign policy without any pressure for undemocratic track. Hence, the
growing criticisms of Western democracy pushed Turkey to seek
pragmatic collaborations with China, as Chinese policy of non-
interference in domestic affairs is highly acceptable for Turkish regime.

At the unit level, the influence of ideological variables is not of
secondary importance. Eurasianism or FEurasian vision started to
significantly influence Turkish foreign policy. One can argue that some
kind of ideological mixture has emerged, so called Islamic-Nationalistic-
Eurasianist or so called “Islamic Nationalism” which started heavily
reshaping the foreign policy of Turkey. In this regard, within the Eurasian
vision of Turkish foreign policy, of course, China’s importance is
undoubtedly very high. But we also see some kind of “Turkish dilemma”
or “pragmatism-idealism balance struggle” concerning to policy on China
and Uighurs. In this ideological mixture in Turkey, Eurasianist segments
promote bilateral relationship with China, as opposed to the nationalistic
segments that constantly prioritize Pan-Turkic vision and political
behaviour. These segments permanently drive a Pan-Turkic discourse,
presenting Xinjiang issue in this context.

Dramatic events of 2020 in the South Caucasus as Azerbaijan with
the help of Turkey launched an offensive war against Nagorno-Karabagh
and its aftermath, gave a new impetus to Turkey’s aggressive and
ambitious foreign policy. Ankara tries to expand its hands further east
into Central Asia, in the hope of forming an alliance with the other Turkic
countries. The Second Karabakh War gave a new impetus to Turkey’s
interests to link with Central Asia. So, it is essential to evaluate Turkish

12



foreign policy in the framework of these regional geopolitics. Turkish
nationalism and Pan-Turkism get new inspiration especially in 2020 and
after the war, when the Turkish authorities intensified the discourse on
the Turkic world. Ankara was inspired by the war outcomes to implement
its ambitious strategy in the Caucasus and Central Asia. The new level of
military integration with Azerbaijan, new activism in Central Asia, and
the inauguration of the Organization of Turkic states in 2021 are the
visible markers of Ankara’s new strategy. During the Karabagh war
Turkey activated Central Asian dimension of its foreign policy, especially
in defence and security fields. Turkish expert and academic circles were
assessing the results of the Karabagh war just from the perspective of
Turkey's strategy towards the Turkic world. Turkey’s new strategy and
activism accompanied by the Pan-Turkic discourse will have an impact
on the reshaping of public perceptions and mood in Central Asia and
Turkic communities. Extremist and terrorist Islamist groups, especially
organizations like the “East Turkestan Islamic Movement”, will benefit
and will be encouraged by the glorification of the Turkic world
narrative. Turkey’s current assertive and robust power projection into
Central Asia presents challenge to China. As, taking into account
Turkey’s ethnic-cultural leverage and recent military-political penetration
into region, being inspired by the outcomes of the Karabagh war in 2020,
can encourage Central Asian countries to distance their relations away
from Russia and China
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IRAN'S MEMBERSHIP IN SHANGHAI COOPERATION
ORGANIZATION: PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES

Over the past two years, the role of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) has been dynamically increasing in the process of
neutralizing new regional threats and global challenges. The issue of
admitting new members to the organization became more active for the
founders in the context of the changing world order. At the Astana
Summit on 9 June 2017, India and Pakistan became full members of the
SCO, after receiving observer status in 2005 and starting their accession
process in 2015. It is undeniable that Iran is one of the key countries
whose membership in the organization has a primary importance, but it
was dragging on for a long time. It was during Ahmadinejad presidency
that Iran received observer status in the SCO in 2005 but farther two
attempts of becoming full member were failed. In 2021, Iran made one-
step closer to becoming a full member of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO), after 15 years it first applied. The admission process
of Iran took a new breath in Dushanbe Summit of the Organization in
September 2021. Full acceptance involves the signing of several
agreements, which usually takes about two years. However, the point of
no return has been defined and fundamental decision has been made.
Islamic Republic could be considered as a full member of the SCO
organization.

Refusal of the SCO to accept in the past was largely due to a
number of factors in international relations. First, the countries of Central
Asia were seriously afraid of Iranian ideological expansion. However,
subsequent years Tehran showed ability to build constructive cooperation
with the secular states, that he is guided by pragmatism and ideological
expansionism is limited to some parts of the Middle East region.

Another factor was its emphasizing and uncompromising anti-
Americanism, especially in the of M. Ahmadinejad presidency period.
The latter at that time was interfering with the interests of both China and
Russia. China in the 2000s and 2010s remained one of the key economic
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partners of the United States and did not want the SCO to become a
platform for agitation against the United States. During this period,
Russia also still hopes for the normalization of relations with the West.
Then the complicated geopolitical situation in US relations with Russia
and China has significantly changed approaches. Relations between
Moscow and Washington continue to deteriorate. China as a leading
world power has turned from a stable partner into the main competitor to
the United States. In other words, Iranian anti-Americanism today looks
much more acceptable to the main founders of the SCO than 10-15 years
ago.

The main trigger for Iran’s admission to the SCO became the
situation around Afghanistan after the withdrawal of US troops and the
takeover of power by the Taliban. Moscow played a key role in t
accelerating the adoption process admitting. After a conversation with
Secretary of the Security Council of the Russian Federation Nikolay
Patrushev on August 11 Iranian counterpart Ali Shamkhani announced
for the first time that the political barriers for Iran's admission to the SCO
had been removed. After the withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan,
the SCO states forced themselves in resolving the security threats
emanating from Afghanistan, including terrorism and drugs. Iran's entry
into the organization at this moment was an important factor- without
Tehran, an effective Afghan settlement is hardly possible.

Other serious interpretations were the creation of alternative
economic mechanisms for opposition to the dominant influence of
Washington on the world economy and neutralization of consequences of
the American sanctions. The current geopolitical situation predicts that
China, like Russia and Iran, may face similar pressure mechanisms.

The approval of Tehran's application for membership in the SCO
was also important in Iranian domestic political context. There were
opinions in the expert community that the activation of the Iranian
membership process to the SCO was the first significant foreign policy
victory for the new Iranian president, conservative Ebrahim Raisi, who
needs to demonstrate achievements against the backdrop of his
predecessor's failures, reformist Hassan Rouhani.

However, it should be noted that after the failure of the nuclear
agreement, H. Rouhani's team has already taken several steps to find
alternatives to overcome the crisis in the Iranian economy. After Trump's
decisive withdrawal from the nuclear deal on May 17, 2018, Tehran
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signed an agreement with the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) on the
establishment of a free trade area (FTA), which entered into force on
October 27, 2019 for a period of three years. Then, at the end of H.
Rouhani's presidency, on March 27, 2021, Iran and China signed an
agreement on comprehensive cooperation for a period of 25 years.
Anyway, E. Raisi is largely trying to prove himself as the antipode of H.
Rouhani, whose last years have become one of the most difficult periods
for the Iranian economy. After confident victory of E. Raisi in the
elections in June 2021, the new president needed to justify his coming to
power and showed the critical point for the Iranian "pivot to the East". It
was not a coincidence that, the first foreign visit of Iranian president after
his election was the organization's summit in Dushanbe. Iran’s hardliner
president, who did not come to New York for the United Nations General
Assembly the week before, went to Dushanbe, Tajikistan for the SCO
meeting. Thanked all eight-member states for allowing Iran to join the
organization as a full member, Raisi said, that the world has entered a
new era, hegemony and unilateralism are failing.” Back in Tehran,
he called SCO membership as a “strategic move.”

The biggest impetus for accelerating Iran's full membership in the
SCO were the war in Ukraine. The uncompromising confrontation
between Russia and the West makes new adjustments on the SCO
platform. Russia more than ever needs a sustainable partnership, not only
in the field of security, but also in economic terms. Russia needs
guarantees that its partners will not join to the Western sanctions. On
September 14, 2022, at the SCO summit in Samarkand, the Islamic
Republic signed a memorandum of commitment in the SCO. By which
Iran undertakes to join the agreements and treaties of the SCO, including
the founding charter of the organization and its Convention on combating
terrorism, extremism and separatism. Iran's own interest in the
organization meets its political interests. Despite the fact that the role of
the SCO as an economic driver has not yet been fully developed, this
structure will primarily contribute to Tehran's security cooperation and
political rapprochement with the countries of the organization.

In its turn, with the advent of Iran, the SCO is turning into some
kind of platform for dialogue between states with different views. It will
allow them to address both security challenges in the region and develop
alternatives for economic cooperation.
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THE RISING ROLE OF SHANGHAI COOPERATION
ORGANIZATION IN MODERN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS:
ARMENIA'S OPPORTUNITY

The report aims to focus on analysing the influential role of
Shanghai cooperation organization (SCO) in current international affairs,
as well as consider Armenia’s opportunities within the organization. In
recent years Russia and China are creating new Asian-led organizations,
institutions, economic and military cooperation initiatives, thus trying to
bypass the major Western-led organizations. Moreover, Russia and China
are now bringing India, Pakistan, Iran, and even Turkey on board with
them as they pursue ambitious geopolitical and geoeconomic initiatives.
Nowhere is this coming together of regional powers more apparent, than
in SCO.

SCO started from solving boundary issues, grew from counter-
terrorism cooperation, developed and deepened in political, economic,
cultural, educational and other fields of cooperation, and gradually
became a new model of multilateral cooperation. Main objectives of SCO
are the followings - strengthening mutual trust and neighbourly
relationship between the participating states; contributing to the efficient
cooperation in the political, trade-economic, scientific-technical and
cultural spheres, as well as in term of education, energy, transport,
tourism, environmental protection, etc.; jointly safeguarding peace,
security and stability in the region; fostering creation of democratic, fair
and rational new international political and economic order.

Various scholars have different points of view regarding major
issues of the organization. Some consider it as a “paper tiger”, while
others describe it with suspicion even as a counterweight to NATO.
Nevertheless, it is difficult not to agree that SCO model of cooperation is
an extremely important achievement in the practice of modemn
international relations. A fundamentally important feature of SCO is that

17

it is one of the few multipurpose international organizations built from
the outset as a multilateral partnership, and this universal partnership
model is emphasized in SCO Charter. This organization has already
established itself as one of the most influential partners in modern system
of international relations. A solid legal framework for its operation has
been formed, and the mechanisms of multilateral cooperation have been
successfully operating. The organization has established partnerships
with states, international organizations and institutions that share SCO
principles and values.

Actually, the exact number of SCO member states quite recently
reached nine (Islamic Republic of Iran officially joined SCO during
Samarkand Summit). The expansion of SCO is another issue that has
been one of the most controversial in the organization for many years.
The arguments “for” and “against” the expansion of SCO are well
known, as well as the positions of member countries. This makes the
question of SCO enlargement interesting not only in terms of practical
policy, but also from the standpoint of scholarly research. In general, four
problems need to be mentioned here - the problem of political culture of
SCO and application of the principle of consensus; the problem of
multiple formats of participation in SCO and preservation of monolithic
nature of the organization; the problem of how to interpret the principle
of openness; and the problem of global or regional role of SCO in world
politics.

Still SCO is a young organization searching for its development
path in a world brimming with challenges and threats. Yet, it has
managed to make a worthy place for itself on political map in what, by
historical standards, is a short period. The development of SCO may be
viewed as one of the major factors leading to the whole scale
transformation of international relations in the 21st century.

Former President of the Republic of Armenia Serzh
Sargsyan delivered remarks during Ufa Summit at the course of the
session of the Council of Heads of SCO states held on July 10, 2015. As a
result, a number of documents had been adopted, including the decision
on granting the Republic of Armenia status of SCO dialogue partner.

Both Armenia and Azerbaijan are dialogue partners in SCO,
however, the member states are looking into chances to grant them
observer status. In this context Secretary General of the organization
Ambassador Zhang Ming said the following: “As regards the issue of
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granting observer status to Azerbaijan and Armenia, SCO member states
are actively studying it. I am personally optimistic, although I cannot give
an exact timeframe at the moment. Relations between the two countries
are, of course, an important factor to consider. At the same time, SCO
member states are unanimous in not bringing bilateral contradictions into
the organization.”

The presidents of Eurasian economic union (EAEU) member
countries decided to support the proposal to hold talks with China on
partnership and cooperation. That could eventually serve as the basis for
forming a new, large-scale trade and economic partnership with the
participation of EAEU, China, SCO, and also ASEAN countries.
Meanwhile, the project to link the EAEU and Chinese Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) could become a unifying factor of trade and economic
integration throughout Eurasian continent, including South and Southeast
Asia. EAEU ensures freedom for the movement of goods, services,
capital, labour, and pursues a coordinated or unified policy in
individual economic sectors. It is important to note, that the EAEU
member states are Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan, and that all of them are part of the so-called “SCO family,”
enabling them to use SCO mechanisms in their common interest.

In 2019 the Chairman of the Board of Eurasian Economic
Commission (EEC) Tigran Sargsyan and SCO former Secretary General
Vladimir Norov discussed prospects for further cooperation between
EAEU and SCO. Tigran Sargsyan emphasized importance of intensifying
cooperation between EAEU and SCO emphasizing the fact, that three
member states of the Eurasian Economic Union are also members of
SCO, Belarus is represented as an observer, and Armenia as a dialogue
partner. In addition, the parties have an important associated agenda
which is aimed at sustainable, systematic and stable development of the
region.

In the Greater Eurasian region, it is also important to coordinate
efforts against terrorist threat. This area, with the involvement of
Collective security treaty organization (CSTO), could become one of the
pillars of the Greater Eurasian Partnership, thus creating a broad
international antiterrorism coalition. Armenia is also CSTO member
state.

Over past 20 years since SCO establishment in 2001, its concept of
cooperation has been constantly enriched and developed, cooperation
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mechanisms have been constantly improved, and the areas of cooperation
have been expanded. SCO mechanisms provide an important guarantee
for multilateral cooperation ahead. Indeed, the new type of international
relations will serve as an important driving force for its multilateral
cooperation vision, and we can conclude that SCO is fully capable of
exerting greater influence and delivering greater results in the years to
come.

As we noticed, Armenia also has opportunities in SCO that must be
used, and our country needs to work more properly within the rising
organization. Being a member of both EAEU and CSTO, Armenia is
viewed as a member of “SCO family” as well. Close cooperation in terms
of security within the CSTO and SCO Regional antiterrorist structure
(RATS) in the one hand, and the great economic integration processes
between EAEU and other Eurasian economic initiatives on the other,
could open wide doors for small Armenia.

Especially nowadays, after 44 day war with Azerbaijan, as well as
lasting regional instability, obscure and inconstant situation together with
many security challenges, Armenia is obliged to implement more flexible
diplomacy. One thing is obvious: Armenia has opportunities, and it must
use existing relations and institutions properly under the high platform
and rising status of SCO.
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CHINA - GCC RELATIONS. MAIN TRENDS
Key trends

1. China has become a truly global power and is implementing
multilateral, including the BRI, and bilateral projects in many
regions of the world including the Middle East.

2. The Arab monarchies of the Gulf region have accumulated
financial and economic might during the recent decades, and
this power also has transformed their foreign policy towards a
more ambitious and interventionist direction.

3. The realism theory of international relations argues that the
international system defines the behaviour of the states. To
address security issues, minimise the real and perceived threats,
the countries build up their muscles to repel those threats. In
this context, the Gulf Arab countries have been changing their
attitudes from a more neutral stance to a proactive policy in
international affairs.

4. While the United States remains a key ally for the Gulf Arab
countries, the challenges emerging from the world order is
inclining them to look for other options. In these terms, the
relations between China and GCC countries and their future
pose a certain interest for researchers.

5. This research looks into these relations from the viewpoint of
Gulf countries and try to understand how they will benefit from
it. The research discusses two dimensions: economy and
security.

Economy and security issues in the Gulf region

The main security issue for the most of Gulf region traditionally
has been Iran. They are concerned about Iran’s ambitions in the Middle
East, its nuclear program, and possible improvement of relations with
Western countries. The second one is the competition by other Islamic
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fundamental ideologies in the region (The Muslim Brotherhood, for
instance).

The main economic challenge is the ill-diversified economy and
still large dependence on oil exports with their unstable and volatile
prices. If the UAE in some sense has successes in diversifying its
economy, the other states’ achievements are still very modest.

A short background

The territories of some Gulf States were under British patronage
until 1970 and the UK was a dominant power in the region. With the
collapse of the British colonial system and their retreat from Arabia, the
US came to replace the British as the security guarantor of those
countries. Nowadays it is a clear trend that Washington is losing its
interest in the Middle East and before its possible retreating tries to
reconcile and bring together its main allies in the region: the Gulf States
and Israel, which signed the Abraham accords in 2020.

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 marked the end of the
world order widely called bipolar world and the start of unipolar order
described by the almost unchallenged hegemony of the United States.
However new powers have already emerged with their views about the
future of the world.

In almost 30 years, China has successfully filled the gap between it
and the US and has already become an almost equal economic power and
the largest trade partner of most countries of the world. While China has
established itself as a global power, in many regions of the world several
local powers have ascended, as well. They try to affirm their influence in
their regions and become more involved in regional affairs. One of these
local powers is the collective of Arab monarchies often called Gulf Arab
countries and especially the tandem of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates. They have already introduced themselves as the new leaders of
the Arab world in light of the fall and weakening of traditional leaders of
the Arabs.

A scholar exploring the ongoing developments in Eurasia cannot
skip the relations between China and the Gulf region and the future
prospects of those relations. What defines those relations from the point
of view of the Gulf countries is to neutralise possible economic, security,
and political threats and challenges emerging from the very nature of the
Middle East region. The two main perceived threats for the Arab
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countries of the Gulf are neighbouring Iran with the historical rivalry and
competition by other fundamental Islamic ideologies. Another possible
challenge is the partial loss of interest in the region by their main security
ally, the United States. Many scholars would agree that the US is
refocusing its priorities on other regions of the world. If this happens, the
competition to fill this vacuum will further strengthen.

The ongoing situation

When one tries to understand the nature of the relations between
two countries, one explores many aspects of them, including high-level
political engagement, mutual visits, trade volumes, joint projects, military
cooperation, etc. While some of those aspects already exist in the
relations between PRC and Gulf states, they cannot be described yet as of
strategic importance. Those relations are growing slowly, but persistently
involving more and more fields of cooperation.

In terms of high-profile visits, the Saudi and other GCC leaders
visited Beijing several times, and also received the leader of the PRC.
Those visits are aimed at outlining the core directions of cooperation.
King Abdullah after ascending to the throne paid his first foreign visit to
China in 2006. He signed several major agreements on energy
cooperation. President Hu Jintao made a reciprocal visit to Riyadh in
April 2006. One of the recent high-profile visits between Saudi Arabia
and China was in February 2019, when Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman visited as part of an Asian tour.

In trade, China became the largest partner for the Gulf Arab
countries. Over the past two decades, the rhetoric of Chinese leaders
about the MENA region has been heavily focused on trade and
economics: Chinese President Xi Jinping described it as “win-win
cooperation”. For Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Kuwait China is the major
trade partner, for the UAE’s trade China holds the second largest share.

As of 2020, China replaced the EU as the Gulf Cooperation
Council’s largest trading partner. Saudi Arabia was China’s top supplier
of crude oil in 2021. The UAE has become an important platform for re-
exporting Chinese goods into the region and Africa. GCC member states
also work on linking their national development plans with China’s Belt
and Road Initiative.

China and the UAE signed $3.4 billion contracts as part of China's
Belt and Road Initiative. The initiative aims to use the Port of Jebel Ali to
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ship Chinese products to the world using the UAE's position as both sea
and land trading hub.

As the main source of income for these countries is the oil sale, in
some sense China has an irreplaceable meaning as one of the largest
buyers of oil and gas. Saudi Arabia adopted program Vision 2030 aiming
at diversification of its overwhelmingly oil dependent economy. This
vision includes investments in non-oil sectors of the economy. In this
case, the Saudis will need to bring foreign investments and technologies
and they see China as an important partner in implementing of the
program. The Saudi government has an ambitious plan to rise the share of
non-oil exports up to 50% of its total exports.

The relations include military cooperation as well. China and
Saudi Arabia have been collaborating on ballistic missile production
since at least 2019, and not for the first time. China is selling its HQ-
17AE air defence system to Saudi Arabia and drones to the UAE. Also,
Chinese firms are becoming more involved in the ME region. In
infrastructure, and technology China has a lot to suggest to its Middle
Eastern partners. It is worth mentioning as well, that the two sides are
elaborating Free Trade Agreement. Although this process is very slow, in
recent years both sides show determination to conclude FTA finally,
which will further boost the trade relationship between the sides.

Concluding remarks

The Gulf Arab countries have serious intentions to diversify their
economies, and for that purpose among others, they will need
infrastructure projects. China has accumulated enormous experience in
implementing infrastructure projects, both domestic and outside the
country, building facilities, organizes production and supply chains. The
Gulf region definitely will need this experience. Those countries will try
to bring more Chinese investments.

While the US has no relations with Iran, China maintains and
develops a partnership with Tehran. China has also close cooperation
with Pakistan and has its own view about the future of Afghanistan. Thus,
the Saudis may be interested in further developing relations with China
and Beijing’s engagement in the region could help neutralise possible
escalations in the region.

Nevertheless, it must also be said that both sides are still cautious.
Taking into consideration the US - China competition and the fact that
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the US remains the most important extra-regional partner of all the GCC
countries, the GCC states will limit themselves in those aspects where it
can bother Washington. China does not offer as many political and
security commitments that the U.S. does. In the near future, it is more
likely, that the Gulf states will resemble and accommodate Chinese
models of development. Economy and trade will go first and politics will
come after.
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ARMENIA CHINA RELATIONS IN THE CONTEXT OF A
CHANGING WORLD ORDER

The world currently is shifting to a new era known as multipolar
system in International Relations, which encounters elements of
competition among superpowers and new set of cooperation and
alliances. Since the beginning of the 90’s, the unipolar world had
emerged due to the collapse of the Soviet Union, it implied one-sided
doctrine and rules to the world through neo-liberal market globalization,
politics, and culture. Prominent ideologues such as Francis Fukuyama,
Zbigniew Brzezinski, Henry Kissinger and others have enthusiastically
raised the concept of American supremacy and exceptionalism pointing
upon its ability to be transformed to every part of the world through
globalization and in some cases with military interventions.

Currently, with the decline of the West, national policy has been
revealed with new image and forms in such countries where civilizations
had played great role for centuries, religion and customs had been part of
the daily life, unique identity, a reason for pride and patriotism as a tool
for developing countries and in keeping the legacy of historical
achievements alive. Furthermore, with the emergence of superpowers
such as China, Russia, India, the Western global hegemony is under
challenge. The era of unilateral world has come to an end, just as Chandra
Muzaffar notes “There is no doubt at all that Washington helmed global
hegemony is on decline. the repudiation of US economic dominance in
Latin America; the economic ascendancy of China; and military
reassertion of Russia have in different ways and to different degree,
challenged Washington’s power.”

China’s political philosophy “Socialism with Chinese charac-
teristics” has been articulated clearly with president Xi Jinping’s vision
on the path of transforming China into a superpower. The two pillars of
Chinese characteristics of its Ideology are socialism and Chinese national
policy which has been amalgamated into Sinicized socialism. Moreover,
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the philosophical aspect is the backbone if China’s wisdom rooted in
Confucianism that makes China hierarchical with strong social order and
represents itself as the moral foundation of Chinese nation. The terms
used in Chinese national ideology stresses on ethnic groups, civilization,
social and cultural development, renewal of Chinese nation, history, and
Chinese spirit. In other words, Chinese national policy prioritizes
cultural awareness on language, customs, value and way of life.

Armenian Chinese Relations in the current global condition:
During the era of the Ancient Silk Road Armenian merchants have been
one of the most active traders on the route. In 444-356 B.C. Armenians
not only had important products from China, but also signed trade
agreements with the Armenians that have been settled in China during
that period. It is worth mentioning that the most astonishing time period
of Armenian Chinese relations has been in 17" and 18" centuries with the
emergence of the “Armenian merchants’ network™ all the way from Far
East to Northern Europe in that period when Macau port has been opened
for international trade and the Armenian merchant Mateos Hovhannes
had been considered as one of the wealthiest businessmen in Asia. A
fascinating case is the community of Harbin that had been a new location
for diaspora Armenians. The most famous Armenian enterprise is the
Armenian Tatos restaurant built in 1901, located on the Central Avenue
in Harbin, which functions to this day. Today, the Armenians in China
are mostly located in Beijing, Guangzhou and Hong Kong. Mostly own
factories, business offices of export-import, university professors and
students. The number of students are increasing in universities in Beijing
and the Armenian Chinese Friendship School will accelerate the number
of the students studying in China.

Political Relations: Interestingly, both Armenian and Chinese use
similar slogans. The ARF party believes in “Socialism with national
values”, the Chinese Socialist party calls “Socialism with Chinese
characteristics.” Thus, it is evident that these parties could and should
establish a format of cooperation; to have political exchange and develop
the political relations between Armenians and Chinese in the multipolar
world. We both want peaceful existence and to keep our national borders
safe, living in dignity and to develop based on our cultural heritage
without posing threat to others. Moreover, cooperation is essential to
fight against terrorism and jointly secure our borders and the lives of our
people. Terrorism could not be won with improving economic means
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only, and there is no any method that negotiations with terrorists have
brought peace in the world. A global coalition must be formed that could
unite all countries that are under the threat of terrorism without any
distinction if countries are big or small, because terrorism has no borders
and has no specific language. A military cooperation between Armenia,
China, Russia and Iran in our region is becoming an essential in the fight
against terrorism that has reached to our region as well. We should build
bilateral cross-border optical cable networks to expand information
exchanges and cooperation. China’s space program, C4ISR capabilities to
keep Armenian borders safe from not only Turkish and Azerbaijani
invasions, but also from terrorist groups infiltrating in the hybrid wars as
it took place in Nagorno Karabakh war started by Azerbaijan.

Social/ Smart power Relations: The reason that I have brought
the historical background of the Armenian Chinese relations is the show
the uniqueness and the essentiality of enhancing people to people
relations as the Chinese president Xi Jinping refers often to foster such
relation, it is advisable to create joint think tanks where Armenian and
Chinese experts jointly could set agendas related to national policies,
economic development, social interactions, media cooperation etc. The
Confucius Institute is a trademark of Armenian Chinese strong relations,
opened in 2009 first in the South Caucasus. Since 2011 the number of
students has risen 200 % it also has Chinese language Schools in 10
Armenian Schools, in three Schools in Yerevan the Chinese language is
thought as a third foreign language. When in Armenia such global
prestigious school develops, in US 10 American Universities had closed
their Confucius Institutes due to political agendas forced by the US
government. Lately there has been the translation and the publication of
two essential books into Armenian.

Economic Relations: The current economic relations is positive
under the crisis caused by the pandemic and the wars imposed on
Armenia and Artsakh. Considering the free visa entry status, tourism
must grow between the two countries. Although prior to the pandemic the
number of the Chinese tourists extended to 60% in Armenia, there is the
need for more media coverages in both countries for illustrating the
touristic sites of both Armenia and China. Most of the Armenians for
instance are unaware of the different regions of China. For example, not
informed of the different touristic sites of Harbin and Hangzhou that are
totally different from each other in terms of geography and cuisine. At the
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same time, the majority of the Chinese are not aware of the historical
sites and unique nature of Armenia. Furthermore, it is advisable to
establish an Armenian Chinese bank in Armenia; taking into
consideration the new financial policy of starting global trade in Yuan
and at the same time the stable financial atmosphere Armenia has for
more than two decades. Moreover, Armenian agriculture is seen the
cleanest and most organic in the region. Thus, in this field Armenian and
Chinese investors could benefit to export Armenian agricultural products
into China, considering the existing Armenian wine exports to China. At
last, the IT sector in Armenia is booming and District Studio has
launched “Digital Silk Road” center that is eligible to create mobile and
web apps for the Chinese platforms such as Wechat, Alipay for com-
panies. Both Armenian and Chinese governments should work together to
bring the future projects such as the creation of free economic zones,
technology parks and universities with modern facilities being aware that
Tsinhua and Beijing University are ranked in the top 20 globally,
application of methods of Traditional Chinese Medicine. The Armenian,
and Chinese people have indeed rich history. Our duty is to enhance
people to people relations by integrating the Armenian and Chinese
diasporas; through social and academic works, business developments
and valuating our historical interactions to build a shared world as one
family keeping in mind that without knowing each other well, it is not
possible to achieve any positive outcome.
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NEW TREND IN ENERGY GEOPOLITICS: SAUDI ARABIA —
CHINA OIL RELATIONSHIP

The decentralization of the energy geopolitics system is one of the
new trends in the modern theory of geopolitics. Why do we call it the
decentralization process and what does it mean? When the theory of
energy geopolitics was created, there were only two centers of energy
power: conditionally we can call them production and consumption
centers.

In the 1970s, the Gulf region was the central axis of oil production
in the world. About 75 % of proven oil reserves were concentrated in this
region. The main oil exporting organization in the world was OPEC
(Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries) a representative of
Gulf countries in the international energy systems. During the same
years, the share of the Gulf countries in the international oil markets was
about 60 % and oil-consuming countries heavily depended on the OPEC
members. The countries of the West were another center of energy
geopolitics. The United States, Germany, France, Great Britain, and
others were the primary oil consumers in the world, and they consumed
more energy than the rest of the world together.

The Western countries created the International Energy Agency
(IEA), which protects their interest in the struggle with OPEC and Gulf
countries. The systems of energy geopolitics in the 70th are based on the
competition between the two confrontations centers, which are
production centers (the Gulf countries, OPEC) and consumption centers
(the West countries, IEA). These two centers depended heavily on each
other because they both needed each other. One needed stable oil supplier
while others required large oil consumption markets.

That situation was called the classical system of energy geopolitics,
but after the embargo of 1973, the stability in the system collapsed and it
began transforming from so-called central systems to decentralizing
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orders. After the embargo, scholars, and experts developed a new theory
of energy security. According to this theory, the West needed to reduce
its dependence on the Gulf countries, particularly on OPEC, and find new
sources of energy. First, the Gulf countries had begun losing their roles as
main oil exporters, and after all, the Western countries had begun losing
their position as the main oil consumers in the world. The first decade of
the 2000s saw a change in the system of energy geopolitics. The Gulf
countries began to lose their dominant roles in the international oil
markets in general and particularly in the West markets.

Non-OPEC countries shipped more oil to the Western markets than
OPEC members did together. The US and the Russian Federation
together produce crude oil equivalent to Saudi Arabia and its allies from
the Gulf. Since 2014 the US has satisfied its oil demand in full and has
begun exporting crude oil to the international markets. The European
countries preferred to export crude oil from Russia, Canada, Norway, and
other non-OPEC countries than from the Gulf. The Gulf countries and
Saudi Arabia needed new markets and China's economic heyday changed
the situation in the oil market. The Gulf countries and particularly OPEC
members discovered a new, fast-developing energy market in the Asian
Pacific. The situation in the energy markets began to change and China's
economic growth shifted the balance of power in the energy geopolitics
system from the West to the East. The Western powers began to lose their
positions as the main oil consumers in the world.

Today, Asian countries are dominating in terms of energy
consumption. China, India, South Korea, Japan, and other growing Asian
economies need crude oil and other products more than the West does.
The traditional energy geopolitics rules have changed, and the so-called
two-polar competition systems have collapsed. Today, neither the West
nor the East can dominate the energy market and there is a new
decentralized system. While in the 1970s, the energy geopolitical systems
were called two-polar, it has changed over time, and multipolar systems
dominate in the world today.

The decentralized energy geopolitics system has influenced the
Gulf countries and especially Saudi Arabia. The Gulf countries and Saudi
Arabia have lost their economic and geopolitical advantage in the West
markets. They needed new, fast-growing energy markets, which could
replace traditional markets in the West.
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Consequently, China and Saudi Arabia's relationship is fundamen-
tally based on energy prospects and their interests are first and foremost
about energy. China is trying to diversify its energy supply sources, but at
the same time, it understands that it has no proper alternative to Saudi
Arabia - one of the biggest oil-exporting counties in the world.

China's oil market has been growing for several decades since
1993, and it is one of the largest oil importers in the world. This situation
has forced the two countries to create a special relationship with each
other, and the cornerstone of that relationship is energy. They need each
other; Saudi Arabia sees China as the largest and expanding oil market in
the world, with good perspectives, while China sees Saudi Arabia as one
of the biggest and most reliable oil suppliers in the world.

Thus, over the past two decades, the Sino-Saudi alliance has grown
from a good relationship to a strategic partnership. This transition to
strategic partnership is due to a systematic increase in Chinese energy
market consumption on the one hand and Saudi Arabia's interest in
finding a new and alternative market on the other hand. The Sino-Saudi
strategic oil relationship has changed the energy geopolitical system in
the world during the last two decades, and consequently shifted the center
of energy power from the West to the East.

The axes of energy consumption are now passing through the Asia-
Pacific region and more and more oil-exporting countries seek access to
this region. Saudi Arabia is one of the first states among those seeking a
stable stake in this expanding and most promising oil market in the world.
However, the Western continues to remain among the largest oil
consumption in the world and the leader among them is the US. It means
that the struggle for leadership between China and the US is continuing.
One of the reasons why the new energy geopolitics system is called
“decentralized” is because there is no single strong leader in the
consumption market.

The struggle for oil production is another reason why the new
energy geopolitical system is called “decentralized”. While several
decades ago 60 % of the oil was being produced in the Persian Gulf
countries, today the situation is changing, and the Gulf countries' share of
the oil production market is only 41.5 %. The Gulf and OPEC countries
lose their oil advantage and non-OPEC countries led by Russia acquire a
new possibility in this system.
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Thus, the greatest change in the energy geopolitical system is due
to the strategic relationship between China and Saudi Arabia. At the same
time, the decentralized system deprives anyone of the monopoly position
in the system of the geopolitics of energy. However, the OPEC+ pact
(Russia and co) has changed traditional ideas about oil-producing centers,
strengthening them with the new oil export countries.
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ANALYSIS ON THE MOTIVATION AND PROSPECT OF
TURKEY-ARMENIA RELATIONS

The author discusses the issues of Armenian-Turkish relations after
the war in Nagorno-Karabakh in 2020. The report highlights several
reasons for the interest, in particular on the part of Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in the issue of resuming the Armenian-Turkish
dialogue. Firstly, this is generally due to the foreign and domestic
political issues of Turkey over the past two years, in particular the
difficult economic situation of Turkey, associated with inflation and the
reduction of foreign investments, the Kurdish issue, etc. Turkey's former
diplomacy of "zero problems with neighbours" is now full of regional
problems. The regional imperial ambitions of Turkey are manifested by
interventionist ambitions from Nagorno-Karabakh to Syria, from Iraq to
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Libya and to the Eastern Mediterranean. More importantly, in 2023
Turkey will hold presidential and parliamentary elections, which are very
important for Erdogan's political longevity. By the 2023 elections, he has
taken a number of measures, the most important of which is to facilitate
relations with the countries of the region, including Armenia. Turkey
helped Azerbaijan both in the military-political and diplomatic aspects in
the war with Armenia and thereby strengthened its strategic position in
the South Caucasus. The new status quo is generally beneficial for
Turkey. In this situation, Turkey can more freely seek the establishment
of relations with Armenia on favourable terms for itself. Next, Turkey's
position in the East-West energy pipeline, energy corridor and its
strategic transport hub will be further strengthened in the future against
the backdrop of the Russian-Ukrainian war. However, in the long term,
there are still uncertainties in relations between Turkey and Armenia: the
Nagorno-Karabakh issue has not been resolved and it is still uncertain
what the results of the elections in Turkey in 2023 will be.
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OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES FACING CHINA-
ARMENIA COOPERATION IN THE CONTEXT OF RUSSIA-
UKRAINE CONFLICT

The author discusses both opportunities and challenges of cooperation
between China and Armenia within the lasting Russia-Ukraine conflict.
Opportunities are threefold. First, the positions of two countries regarding
this conflict are very similar. Both countries believe that Russia and
Ukraine should peacefully resolve the problems only through diplomatic
dialogue and negotiation in accordance with international law and the
Charter of the United Nations; meanwhile they both oppose the West’s
imposition of sanctions against Russia. Second, both China and Armenia
insist on independent and peaceful diplomacy. Third, after the outbreak
of the War, the majority of non-Western countries, including China and
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Armenia, prioritized stabilizing the international environment, thus trying
to make their own contribution to world peace and development. Besides
opportunities, the author also mentions the main challenges. First, the
direction of the conflict between Russia and Ukraine is still unclear, and
both China and Armenia are friendly countries to Russia. Second, Russia-
Ukraine war has not changed anti-China stance of the United States.
While the US has increased its military investment in Europe, it has
vigorously promoted the implementation of the Indo-Pacific occupation.
In case of Armenia, it has very close cooperation with the Russian
economy. With the lasting Russia-Ukraine war, the West may tend to
diversify its means of interfering in the internal affairs of Eurasian
countries.
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THE POTENTIAL AND PRIORITY OF ECONOMIC AND
TRADE COOPERATION BETWEEN CHINA AND ARMENIA

The author describes Armenia and China relations based on
equality, friendship and mutual benefit. Armenia's geographical location
is very important, belonging to the hub of the South Caucasus region. In
2013, after China proposed the "Belt and Road" initiative, Armenian
officials responded positively and supported it. Since the establishment of
diplomatic relations China and Armenia have achieved a series of
achievements in the field of economy and trade, especially in the field of
investment. Some Chinese companies have successfully invested in
Armenia, which have been positively evaluated by the Armenian
government and society. China has been Armenia's second largest trading
partner and the second largest source of exports and imports for many
years. The author believes that there is a real potential to deepen China-
Armenia economic and trade relations, and it will become a solid
foundation for the friendship between two countries from generation to
generation.
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SOME THOUGHTS ON IMPROVING HUMANISTIC
COOPERATION BETWEEN CHINA AND ARMENIA

The author discusses the peculiarities of China-Armenia cultural
exchanges in the context of global challenges. China and Armenia are
two countries with a very long history and culture. Two nations have a lot
to learn from each other. With the further development and deepening of
the cooperative relationship between the two countries, it is necessary to
continue to improve and expand the existing areas of cultural cooperation
and exchanges. It should not be limited to language teaching and the
study and research of traditional culture. There should be three aspects
that deserve attention and consideration. One is to conduct more in-depth
exchanges in major academic fields. Another aspect is to deepen
exchanges and cooperation at the national governance level in the
country's governance. The third aspect, people-to-people and cultural
exchanges and cultural cooperation should look at the post-epidemic era.
The author highlights another, very important area of cooperation, too,
the healthcare sector, despite the differences existing in this field in both
China and Armenia.
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