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Introduction

For different parts of the Armenian Diaspora, having a community of highly
qualified professionals is undoubtedly of great importance for the progress of the
society of the residence country. However, this process requires will and
determination of the Armenian applicants to overcome certain linguistic, legal and
other obstacles.

The Armenian community of Iran has a certain level of education, which can
first be considered in the context of the Iranian educational system and its
peculiarities. That is why, based on objective conditions, the issue should be
considered in the light of the possibilities offered by the country in the field of
education.

Accordingly, in order to meet the higher educational needs, Armenian youth
is mainly educated in Iranian universities though some Iranian-Armenian young
people also choose to study at Armenian universities. Specializing in Armenology
at the Islamic Azad Universities of Isfahan and Tehran was a widely practised
choice in the community during the years in question. In the recent years,
unfortunately, Armenians do not display interest in studying in the departments of
the mentioned universities, while Persian students, on the contrary, do.
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The Issue of Higher Education in the Iranian-Armenian Community...

A certain number of Iranian-Armenian youth participate in the courses of
Armenian studies organized by the Armenian Diocese of Tehran though these
learners do not have the official status of students in state universities.

It should be noted that the Diocesan Council of the Armenian Diocese of
Tehran focuses on the issues of programs meant to develop the Armenian
language studies, namely — evening courses of the diocese, compilation of
textbooks, raising the educational level of the center. As a result of all that, the
new program of the Armenian language courses in Tehran was borrowed from
Khachatur Abovyan Pedagogical Institute on July 20, 2004".

Nevertheless, taking into account the peculiarities of the state policy towards
the community, as well as the employment of the Armenians in different branches
of the country's economy, especially in crafts, it can be said that since 1979, from
the Islamic Revolution on, appointments to high positions are virtually excluded
from the community. The application of this unwritten law explains the scarcity of
applicants from the community for some university specialties. In other words, the
restriction of religious minorities, including the Armenians, in the Iranian state
system has a certain effect on the choice of professions in universities. It should
be noted that the Armenian community in Iran prevails in number (about 70%)
over the other communities of religious minorities.

Admission Procedure at the Iranian Universities

The implementation of the Islamic program of universities on the basis of the
Islamic Cultural Revolution started from 1980° According to this approach, 2
levels have been differentiated in the educational process of the universities:
cardani, i.e. incomplete higher education, for a period of 3-3.5 years the
graduates of which receive a bachelor's incomplete degree, and a complete
education course lasting 6-6.5 years, and the graduates are awarded a full
bachelor's degree®.

To enter the university, applicants take exams in professional and general
education subjects. These are the Persian and Arabic languages, the Islamic
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enlightenment, a foreign (European) language, an interview on socio-political
issues®.

The conditions for admission to postgraduate studies are the same as those
for entering a university: adherence to Islam or one of the official religions of
Iran, adoption or observance of the provisions of the Constitution, non-
membership in any anti-Islamic party or group other than the Party of God
(“Hezbollah™)>.

It is obvious that the above-mentioned requirements in any case present
certain difficulties for the Armenian community, which is a Christian religious
minority.

If we are to assess the state of education of the Armenian community in
Tehran and other cities, it should be noted that in general it is high (especially in
natural sciences). Graduates of Armenian schools, as a rule, are capable of being
admitted to Iranian and foreign universities on the basis of the knowledge
acquired at school, while the learning of religious minorities in Iranian universities
is implemented on a general basis®.

Some Armenian high school graduates prefer to study in Armenian
universities. For example, in 2004 there were 2,000 Iranian students studying in
Armenia, 800 of whom were Iranian-Armenians’. Most of them (children of well-
to-do families) seek education in Europe, the USA, Canada and other developed
countries®. There is a huge difference between the number of high school
graduates and university applicants in Iran. Therefore, even talented young
Armenians do not manage to enter state universities. It is quite difficult for young
Iranians to overcome the conditions of the competition and enter universities®.

The Islamic Azad University, known for its many branches in different cities
of the country, is relatively accessible to the Armenian youth.

The best universities in the country are Tehran State University, Tehran National
University, the universities of Shiraz, Tabriz, Kermanshah, Kerman, Isfahan, Dr.
Beheshti University of Tehran, Mashhad University of Medical Sciences, Sharif
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University of Technology'® as well as Khaje Nasireddin Toosi University of
Technology.

Admission to Islamic Azad University is the same as to any other university in
Iran. Students at that University have the right to be a free listener. The students
receive a corresponding certificate, which, however, is not equal to the diploma of
a university graduate. In addition, because tuition at this university is free, its
students do not receive privileges for exemption from military service or
deferment.

Admission to state universities largely depends on the results of the so-called
concur national examination. Among the state universities, the Islamic Azad
University offers only one alternative — its high tuition fees™.

It should be noted that in 2000-2004 many Iranian-Armenians passed the
annual entrance exams of Iranian universities. Compared to the percentage of the
Armenian community, the number of students admitted to universities was on
average 200, which was considered a good indicator®.

The Issue of University Specialty of Iranian Armenians

A possible source of information about the higher education level of the
Armenian community in Iran is the number of successful entrants who pass the
entrance exams and the competition with high marks. At the same time, they
reveal the professions and abilities preferred by the Armenian youth. However, as
mentioned, some professions are not available to them because the conditions of
the competition are very hard.

Here are some interesting statistical data. Thus, in the academic year of
2001-2002, 323 Armenian applicants were admitted to Iranian universities, of
which 75 were in Armenian language and literature, 37 in foreign languages, 17
in accounting, trade administration, 7 in chemistry, and 4 in Physics, 2 in Political
Science, 1 in Economics and in other specialties™.
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In addition, 40 students were admitted to the master's degree departments of
the mentioned university, of which 27 to accounting and economics, 5 to
computer science, 3 to construction, 1 to mining and production expertise, 1 to
electronics, 1 to mechanics, 1 to physical education. In fact, in this case, the
majors in economics prevailed. Instead, some specialties were completely absent
during university admissions. This is borne out by the fact that in the large pages
of university admissions we could not find any names of Armenian applicants
admitted to specialize, for example in law, in military science, etc... This fact gives
grounds to conclude that the mentioned professions are by an unwritten law
unavailable to the community. Hence, the applicants did not show any interest in
them.

On the basis of the fact that in 2000 the graduates of Iranian-Armenian
secondary schools were 2378 people™, it turns out that up to 15% of them were
admitted to Iranian universities.

Moreover, the Armenian entrants successfully passed the exams and were
admitted to the Islamic Azad University in Tehran (central) as well as to the
branches of Zahedan, Kerman, Neyriz, Karaj, Varamin, Rudehen, Isfahan Jahad,
Allameh Tabataba and other universities in Tehran.

It should be noted that the General Union of Armenian University Students
and the Armenian Public Union of Tehran, the Armenian Club, come up with an
incentive initiative to evaluate graduates with higher education in the community.

On May 19, 2000, on the initiative of the above-mentioned Union, an evening
party dedicated to higher education graduates and students was organized in the
hall of the Armenian Club, during which 3 postgraduate students were awarded
gold medals, 9 masters — silver medals, 14 students received certificates'®.

At another party held on October 14, 2002, 17 master's degree students, 16
master's degree graduates, 4 postgraduate students, 2 young inventors, 5
graduates of postgraduate courses were awarded silver medals’” while the
outstanding graduates received the “David Anhaght” award. The numerical
increase in the progress of the participating students was even more obvious this
time.

5 Ujhp, 17.08.2000:
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The above-mentioned measure of potential evaluation is in fact a
demonstration of the intellectual capacity of the community.

In the academic year of 2002-2003, 520 pupils were admitted to Iranian
universities, of which 322 for bachelor's degree and 189 for master's degree.
There were also 9 doctorate students. Most of them entered the Islamic Azad
University. The achievements of the community are indeed obvious, particularly
the admission to the doctoral department, prevailingly medical specialties (8 out
of 9)'8.

Thus, according to the published data, if in 2001, the number of Armenians
admitted to Iranian universities was 323, in 2002 this number increased to 520.
Interestingly enough, this index, with a small deviation, was maintained in 2003.
The list for the academic year of 2003-2004 shows that only 507 Armenians were
admitted to the Islamic Azad University, of which 175 for a bachelor's degree
education, 225 for a master's degree, 51 for a part-time education bachelor's
degree, 1 for a doctor’s degree, etc'®.

As a result of passing the entrance exams of 2003, the professional
distribution had the following picture: foreign language — 56, Armenian language
and literature — 53, Persian language and literature — 3, engineering and
computer sciences — 56, physics and mathematics — 31, chemistry and
experimental sciences — 27, economics, accounting, administration — 27, statistics
— 11, state administration — 2, archeology — 3, geography — 2, music, law,
doctorate in pharmacy — 1 for each specialty, etc.

It should be noted that the leading position in the doctoral program is
occupied by the specialty of medicine, which is a good indicator of postgraduate
education.

The information provided on the occasion of the 60™ anniversary of the
General Union of Armenian University Students is a source about the general
educational level of the community in the same year. It becomes clear that in
2003 the union had 1024 graduate students, of which 568 was female (55%) and
456 was male (45%)%. In fact, the difference between men and women was 10%.
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Figure 1:
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The members of the Union were divided into 3 groups according to the code
data. a. Elders: persons over 30 years of age, 417 in number, b. Students — 414,
c. Graduates — 193. Thus, the number of student-members of the Union was 40%,
and the majority of the rest were graduates and elders. At the same time,
graduates made up 19%, and elders — 41%. In fact, some of the graduates with
higher education emigrated to other countries to work for high pay.

It is interesting that according to the criteria of the three-level educational
system, the members of the Union had the following classification: Bachelor's
degree — 891 people or 87%, master's degree — 51 people or 5%, doctorate or
postgraduate degree — 54 people or 5%, Armenian studies — 28 people or 3%. In
fact, most had a bachelor's degree.

This Union, based in Tehran back in 1943, organizes its activities according
to professional departments through sports, literature, architecture, medicine,
art, history of Armenia®. Let us present the composition of the Union according to
the professional classification of Iranian universities.

2 dwhjlwyw 2003, 256:
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Table 1:

The composition of the General Union of Armenian University Students Union
according to the professional classification of Iranian universities in 2003

N Profession Number
1. Architecture and adjacent branches 57
2. Engineering and adjacent branches 331
3. Chemistry, Physics and adjacent branches 118
4, Medicine, dentistry, pharmacy and adjacent branches 96
5. Linguistics 215
6. | Accounting and administration 118
7. Economics and insurance 38
8. | Humanities 36
9. Philosophy 1
10. | Political science 1
11. | Jurisprudence 9
12. | Archeology 1
13. | Historiography 2
14. | Geography 1

It should be noted that the mentioned 14 scientific branches have 132
subdivisions, which reflect the professional diversity of the Union members.

The table presented above shows clearly that the community has a large
number of people in the spheres of engineering, linguistics, as well as chemistry,
physics and related specialties. Conventionally speaking, they occupy the first
three positions of the most popular professions in the Armenian community.

At the same time it should be mentioned that in the middle of the 2000s, 5%
of the population in Iran was illiterate??, which is equivalent to several million
people. However, the Armenian community of Iran as a religious minority, is in a
favorable position. Meanwhile, other peoples living in Iran, more than ten times
larger in number, are, on average, definitely behind the Armenians in terms of
higher education.

Indeed, community organizations focus on some support programs for young
people with higher education. A case in point should be considered the initiative

2 (Gwnlnuyw 2005, 56:
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of the Diocesan Council in 2002, which, under the direction of the Armenian
Church-School Trustee of Ghazvin, provided a group of Tehran-Armenian
students with temporary rooms as a student dormitory at the local Armenian
“Raffi” school®.

Within the framework of the issue, it is important to note that in the
academic year of 2004-2005, the RA government approved 75 places for the
Diaspora to study in the RA universities by state order. Among them 5 were
meant for postgraduate studies and 70 — for university education.?* Meanwhile,
89 entrants from Iran alone have expressed a desire to study in the Armenian
universities. The situation was more or less the same in 2004, The involvement
of Iranian-Armenian applicants at the expense of the RA budget, the provision of
additional places for them can be beneficial not only for those young people, but
also for the Republic of Armenia, for in that way the country will accept young and
capable minds. As for the Iranian-Armenian youth, instead of emigrating to other
countries, they will be repatriated to Armenia while receiving higher education.

Conclusion

The restriction of religious minorities, including the Armenians, in the Iranian
state system has had some impact on the choice of professions in universities. In
addition, the application of sophisticated educational standards for university
admissions poses some difficulties for the Armenian community, which is
considered a religious minority.

The demand for engineering professions in Iran has led to an increase in the
number of people in the community in the professional sphere of engineering.
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BOMPOC BbICLUErO O5PA30BAHMS B UPAHO-
APMSIHCKO1 OBLLMHE (2000-2004 rr.)

MHKPTHAH K.

Pe3iome

Knroyesbie cnoa: apmAHcKan obmnHa MpaHa, Bbicluee obpa3oBaHue, CTYAeHTbI,
MpaHckue BbicLMe y4ebHble 3aBefeHuA, npvem, npodeccua, Mcnamckuii Asat yHusep-
cuTer.

YpoBeHb obpa3oBaHuA B apMAHCKoIi obLimHe MpaHa cnepyeTt paccmatpu-
BaTb B KOHTEKCTE MpaHCKoli obpasoBaTenbHOli cUCTeMbl U ee 0COBEeHHOCTEA.
OrpaHuyeHnsa B OTHOLLEHUWN PENUMMO3HbIX MEHBLUMHCTB, B TOM YUCNE apMAH, B
MPaHCKOW rocyfapCTBEHHO CUCTEMe B OMPENENeHHON CTerneHU OKasbiBaroT
BNUAHME Ha BbI6GOp npodheccuu.

CobntopeHne cTaHBapToOB NPU BCTYMUTENbHbIX JK3aMeHax B MPaHCKue
By3bl, a TakiKe Apyrux TpeboBaHWii co3paeT cepbesHble npobnembl pna ap-
MAHCKOW OOLLMHBI, KOTOpas CYMTAeTCA PEeNUrno3HbIM MeHbLUMHCTBOM. K
npumepy, B 2000 r. 4ncno BbINYCKHUKOB MpPaHO-apMAHCKUX CPEAHUX LLIKON
coctaBuno 2378 yen., n Bcero 15 % oT obLLEro Yncna BbIMyCKHUKOB MOCTYNW-
no B upaHckue By3bl. B cuny BocTpeboBaHHOCTM MHMEHEPOB B apMAHCKOM
obLLMHe BO3POCO YMCNO MenaroLnx noayuntb obpasoBaHue Mo 3TOW cre-
umanbHoctn. B npaHckoli apmAaHCKoW obLiMHe He MeHee BocTpeboBaHbI cre-
LManucTbl B 06nactu AUHIBUCTUKM, XMMUU, PU3NKN U CMEXKHBIX MPOCheccuii.
meHHO nepeuncneHHble npodeccumn aBnAloTcA Havbonee NonynApHbIMK B ap-
MAHcKoli obLimHe MpaHa.

72



