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ARMENIAN SHAKESPEARE ASSOCIATION
THIRD CONFERENCE HELD IN VENICE

The third conference of the Armenian Shakespeare Association’s (ASA)
conference was held on July 14-15 at the Moorat-Raphaél College of Venice,
under the auspices of the Pontifical Delegate to Mekhitarist Congregation, His
Excellency Archbishop Levon Zekiyan.

Participants included Armenian poet Henrik Edoyan and ASA founder
Hasmik Seymour as well as experts from the United States, the United King-
dom, France, Greece, Poland, Argentina and other countries, who presented
papers on the English playwright and his work, including “Shakespeare and for-
eigners,” “Shakespeare in translation,” “The legend of Shakespeare and Venice,”
as well as other topics.

Fr. Serop Jamourlian delivered the opening remarks, in which he dis-
cussed the Mekhitarist Congregation’s tradition of translating and performing
Shakespeare’s plays. Following Fr. Serop’s address, journalist Avedis Hadjian
briefly presented the history of the Armenian community of Venice.

| This year’s edition was dedicated to the memory of Vahram Papazian, on

" the occasion of the 130% anniversary of his birth. Papazian, an alumnus of Moo-

rat-Raphaél, is considered the best Shakespearean actor of the Soviet Union,
who earned renown with his interpretation of Otello.

LOUSINE HOVAKIMIAN
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The Armenian Shakespeare Association (ASA) was set up in 2016 by a group
of dedicated researchers and academics, working in the fields of theatre, compa-
rative literature and Shakespeare studies. ASA aims to bring together Armenian
and international academics, students and theatre practitioners, promoting cul-
tural exchange and education in Shakespearean research and performance. ASA
intends to organise annual conferences and talks, endorse and inspire new gene-
rations of students to undertake Shakespeare studies in Armenia and beyond.
Furthermore, ASA plans to cooperate with other Armenian and international or-
ganisations, theatre festivals and artists supporting in Armenia and beyond.

Pr. Henrik Edoyan, Honorary President

Pr. Sona Seferian (1937-2017) it is with great sadness that we acknowledge the
death of the ASA's co-founder Professor of English at the Yerevan State Uni-
versity, translator and Shakespearean scholar, a true inspiration for generations
of her students, colleagues and readers.

Bachtiar Hovakimyan, Honorary Member.
Jasmine Hasmik Seymour (founder).

Acknowledgements

The Armenian Shakespeare Association would like to thank Archbishop Dr.
Boghos Levon Zekyan for agreeing to hold our third Shakespeare Conference
in this historic building, once housing the celebrated Armenian Moorat-Raphaél
College in Venice. Our gratitude to Father Hamazasp Kechichian for the orga-
nisation work and for the splendid tour of the San Lazzaro museum and church.
Special thanks to Father Serop Jamourlian for his warm opening remarks and
for his generous offer to publish the present volume in Bazmavep, the oldest Ar-
menian periodical, which is a great honour.

digitised by



