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AUX EXECUTANTS

Mr. lo Maestro Bianchini crolt nécessaire de faire observer & MM. les Artistes que lo cachet
tout spécial de ce chant ecclésiastique oriental est avant tout dans la liberté du mou-
vement rhythmique, ce qui, du reste, n’est pss une nouveauts, puisque nous pouvons
constater les m8mes modifications de nombre et de temps dans le chant choral latin lni-
méme. — Voyes les Antiphonaires Romains, dans les intonations des Zamentations prin-
cipalement. — &

11 eat donc de la plus grande importance, pour 'exécatant qui veut réellement interpréter
1a pensée du transcripteur, de suivre lib t le mouv t rhythmique des phrases
musicales orientales, sans vouloir s’astreindre & une mesure rigoureuse, qui l'éloiglmf‘it
de son vrai type.
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Summary

A BRIEF SURVEY OF THE SACRED MUSICAL LEGACY OF
THE VENETIAN MEKHITARIST FATHERS

HAIG UTIDJIAN

The present study necessarily commences with the founder of the Con-
gregation, Abbot Mxit‘ar of Sebastia and his explicit application of the au-
tomelon-prosomoion principle well known in the Byzantine tradition, and pro-
ceeds to the highly original and systematic neumatological endeavour of his pupil,
Fr. Anton Iwc¢‘garta$ean of Trieste (and later Vienna). The important role pla}’ed
by Fr. Minas BZskean in the invention and propagation of the Limdngean system!
of musical notation has become known only very recently, thanks to the work 0
Dr Aram Kerovpyan. Next, we consider some of the transcriptions of Armenian
hymns in versions sung in San Lazzaro made by the Venetian composer Pietr®
Bianchini — some lost, but others newly discovered; indeed, such a manuscript
serves naturally to connect Bianchini to the more recent figure of Fr. Lewon
Tayean, and we also present some new material regarding the latter's contacts W.ith
Malipiero. It is again Bianchini who leads us to the figure of Abbot Abp. Ignatio
Kiwrefean, whose monumental combined Breviary-Hymnal-Lectionary has not
been superseded to this day, especially in respect of its meticulous neumations ~
inviting consideration of parallels with contemporaneous work in the Benedictin®
Abbey of Solesmes. The final figure considered is Abbot Sahak Cemdemea™
whose codicological and textual studies of the Armenian Hymnal, culminating 1
his Master Catalogue, remain unsurpassed. We conclude by pointing out Pr%°
mising avenues warranting further investigation.
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