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SUMMARY

KILIZA (Ciliza)-ARMENIAN KILIS

A HISTORICAL SURVEY
(Low Middle Ages-1922 ap)

KILIS (KILIZA-CILIZA) a city in Lower Cilicia, bordering
Syria, 60 km north of Aleppo, inhabited by Armenians since the first
centuries of Christianity until 1922 AD, when the survivors of the
1915-1918 Genocide left forever their birthplace, following the sign-
ing of the French-Turkish Ankara Agreement of Oct. 20, 1921.

This land of Cilicia has always been inhabited mainly by
Greeks, Assyrians, Armenians, and Hebrews, as attested by Assyrian,
Greek, Latin and Armenian historical sources. That is why a study
of the historical past of the Kilis Armenians has to begin with a brief
and concise overview of the political evolution of the land called
KILIKIA by the Greeks and Armenians and Cilicia by the Romans.

Situated along the northeastern shores of the Mediterranean
sea, protected by the Taurus mountain range in the north, extending
until both slopes of the Amanus mountains, Cilicia’s geographical
coordinates are:

36°-38° northern latitude, 33%-38° eastern longitude.

It was called Hilakku by the Assyrian-Babylonians and had
an independent kingdom called “Kizzuwatna” (1550-1350 Bc), en-
gulfed shortly by the Hittite empire, subsequently ruled by Assyrians
and Persians, it was finally occupied by Alexander of Macedonia at
the end of 4 th century Bc. Tigranes the Great ,King of Armenia oc-
cupied the southern part of Cilicia where Kilis was situated and in-
corporated it in the Armenian Kingdom, with the northern part of
Syria, Pompey overruled Cilicia and made ita Roman Province. This
situation lasted until the 4-th century AD when the Roman Empire
was split in two parts and Cilicia fell in the Eastern Roman Empire,
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Byzantium.

The advent of Christianity put Cilicia on prominence. Apostle
Paul was a Cilician, born in Tarse (Tarsus), he began all his three
journeys of the propagation of the new faith, from Antioch, passing
through the lands where Kilis and Aintab are, and founding “assem-
blies of people” neophytes and proselytes” which were called
“EKLISIA “in Greek and “KNISHTO-KNISHET” in Aramaean, both
meaning-CHURCH. According to a Roman chronicler, when St. John
Chrysostom was exiled in Cilicia (405 Ap) he met there a multitude
of Armenians who had princes, bishops, churches and monasteries
of their own.

When the Arab invaders entered Northern Syria and Lower
Cilicia, they met a furious resistance by the Armenian population.
The Arab Emir Sayf-ed-Dovleh occupied Aleppo in 963 AD. Soon
after the Byzantine general Bardas Phocas, an Armenian, on his way
to liberate Aleppo from the Arabs, occupied the town of Kilis in 985
AD, according to the Syrian chronicler Yahia, bishop of Antioch. As
a result of the Arab-Byzantium wars during the 8th to 10-th centu-
ries, many Armenians were resettled in Cilicia and the Catholicos
Khachik Arsharoony (973-992 AD) created new dioceses in Cilicia.

The Seljuk-Turk invasions of eastern Armenia caused a new
wave of Armenians to resettle in Cilicia. In later years, the governor
of Cilicia was the Armenian prince Ablgharib-Artsroony. Another
Armenian prince, Philardos Varazhnoony occupied Antioch in 1078
AD and soon after he annexed to his fief Azaz, Kilis and Gooris.

The era of the Armenian Great Principality of Cilicia began
in 1080 AD, when the Armenian prince Rupéne secured its indepen-
dence from Byzantium, after a victorious uprising against Vasil II. In
1198 AD, the prince Leon, of Rupenian lineage was crowned as “King
of All Armenians and the Province of Cilicians” on the Armenian
Christmas day, in St. Sophia Armenian cathedral of Tarse (Tarsus).

During the following decades, the Armenian Kingdom of
Cilicia had to stand up against the neighboring Crusaders’ principali-
ties, and counties, non-friendly relations. The Mongol-Tatar tribes,
coming from the steppes of Central Asia, began their incursions in
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Asia Manor and Cilicia about the end of the 11-th century.

Thanks to assiduous and subtle diplomatic endeavors, the
Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia succeeded to secure the friendship,
and soon after, the alliance of the main Mongol tribes. Between 1256
and 1262 Ap the Armenian Army neutralized the infiltration of the
Seljuk-Turkmen sultanate of Konia from the north and cleared from
all enemies the eastern regions of Lower Cilicia, with Marash, Aintab
and Kills, subsequently advancing in northern Syria as far as Aleppo,
which entered under the administration of the Armenian Kingdom.

The Arab Ayyoubian sultanate of Egypt was actually ruled
by the Mameluks (who were the principal military forces battling
against the Christian Crusaders) invaded the Armenian (Christian)
Kingdom of Cilicia. The King Hethoom had to sign a peace agree-
ment with the Egyptians in 1285, because the Mongol allies failed to
show any assistance. Enter Timur Lenk (Tamerlane) from central
Asia. His hordes infiltrate Cilicia, a historic battle takes place in 1287
AD near Kilis, around the fortified city of Azaz, between Timur’s &
and Egypt’s Melik Zaher Sultan’s forces. Azaz is destroyed to its
foundations and its inhabitants, Armenians and others, flee to the
nearby Kilis and resettle there.

When Timur Lenk takes his hordes to the north, the Egyp-
tians once more invade Lower Cilicia, from Kilis and Aintab, as far
as the seaport of Alexandretta. The Egyptians met the heroic resis-
tance of the Armenian forces, were defeated at the battle of the port
city of Ayas and asked for a peace agreement with king Hethoom.

Wishing to end this ever-changing and insecure political situ-
ation and in the hope of getting assistance from Christian Europe, a
“National Assembly” was convened in the capital city of Sis, in 1307
AD. The assembly decided to say yes to the Pope’s invitation to join
the Roman Catholic Church. But the people in large rejected this
decision made under the pressure of the Latinists’ leadership in the
Royal Palace.

An internal struggle began between the two sides. Besides,
the news of that decision strained the relations of the Armenian King-
dom with its Mahometan neighboring sultanates and emirates. They
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interpreted that decision as an invitation to the Crusaders to once
more invade the Holy Lands. A second National Assembly was con-
vened in 1316, this time in Adana, under the pressure of the Pope
himself.

The decision to join the Roman Catholic Church resulted in
the deepening of the disunion in the Nation and the dampening of the
popular will of resistance to the enemies.

The Egyptians invaded Cilicia in 1318 and in 1320. New
negotiations with the Europeans incited the neighboring Ayyoubian
Emirate of Aleppo and Egyptian sultanate of Cairo to launch a full-
fledged attack on the Armenian kingdom of Cilicia. An army of 12,000
solders from Cairo joined the 15000 troops from Aleppo, encircled
the capital city of Sis in January 1375 AD. After a heroic resistance to
the enemy during a three months siege, the capital city’s garrison
surrendered on April 1375 AD, obtaining a safeguard for the King
Leon VI, who was taken prisoner to Cairo.

This was the dramatic end to the three centuries of the Arme-
nian Kingdom of Cilicia and the fall of the Armenian statehood.

After the fall of Sis, the grandson of King Constantine, the
general Constantine struggled for self-rule against the foreign invad-
ers until 1424. The See of the Armenian Catholicossate was trans-
ferred to Echmiadzin in 1441. But self-ruling mountainous enclaves
like Zeythoon, Hajin persisted until the mid-nineteenth century.

The Ottoman Turks subdued the Turkmen and Seljuk Sul-
tanates all around Cilicia, took the Byzantium capital Constantinople,
in 1453 AD and finally occupied Cilicia in 1487 AD. But for a long
period of time the “De facto” power was in the hands of local war-
lords who waged an autocratic personal rule. A warlord called
“Djampolad” ruled Kilis district. He had been a Frank chevalier named
Jean-Paul, converted to Islam for the circumstance.

In 1506 AD, the Ottoman Sultan Yavooz Selim defeated the
Aleppo emirate’s forces and the whole region including Kilis passed
under the Ottoman Turkish administration. During the following de-
cades the Empire was in an upheaval caused by the uprising of out-
laws and fanatics, like the “Jalalis”.
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In 1820 the viceroy of Egypt Mohammed Ali‘s forces
marched victoriously beyond Cilicia until Konia, the heart of Tur-
key. His son and successor, Ibrahim Pasha set garrison in Kilis in
1832 and ruled ferociously until 1840. After the withdrawal of Ibrahim
Pasha’s forces from Cilicia and northern Syria the Sultan gradually

reestablished the Ottoman power in the region.
With the new administrative divisions, Cilicia was divided

into two vilayets (provinces)-Adana and Aleppo vilayets. Marash,
Aintab and Kilis “kaza”s (counties) became part of the Aleppo vilayet.
Kilis remained a kaza of the Aleppo vilayat (Syria) until the October
1921 ap. French-Turkish Agreement, when it was left within the new
Kemalist Turkey’s frontiers.

This ends the brief overview of the political evolution of the
land called Kilikia, Cilicia.

ook

KILIS (CILIZA) KILISA-KILIS

These successive forms illustrate the linguistic phonetically
evolution of the original Aramaean (Assyrian) name KNISHTO-
KNISHET, which literally means assembly, gathering, congregation
of people, believers, as the English word church is meant to be.

In fact, according to the annals of the Scriptures, the first
followers of Jesus-Christ, the first Christians, assembled in congre-
gation in the metropolis of the Holy Lands, Antioch, and called their
gathering, their “assembly of believers” of the new faith of Jesus
Christ EKLESIA, in Greek and KNISHTO-KNISHET, in Aramaean.

It is a historical fact, that the everyday spoken language in
the time of Jesus Christ was the Aramaean. As a matter of fact,
Aramaean is spoken even nowadays in the mountainous Syrian vil-

lage of Ma’aloulah, near Damascus.

The Arabic word for church is KNISET; KNISEH. The Hebrew word
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KENESET derives from the same Semitic Aramaean word
KNISHTO-KNISHET

The Armenian word YEGEGHETSY is on evolution of the
Greek word EKLESIA. As for the English word “church” it derives
from the Gothic KYRIKO (cf. German KIRCHE).

As a conclusion, we must say that the homonym Kiliza-
CILIZA-KILIS has its historical etymology in KNISHTO-KNISET-
KLISET, which became KLISA-KILIS.

*k%k

The Saint John- (Sourp-Hovhannes)
Medieval Monastery and The New Church
Built in 1856-73AD.)

According to Assyrian, Greek and Latin trustworthy histori-
cal sources Armenian monasteries and convents sprang up in North-
ern Syria and Lower Cilicia beginning 5-th century, given that
Assyrians, Armenians, Greeks, Hebrews always populated that part
of the Near East. One of those monasteries was the Saint John (Sourp
Hovhannes) Monastery of Kiliza-Ciliza-Kilis.

In fact, it was a monasterial center. It had a spacious tile cov-
ered sanctuary, 3-4 steps dug in excavated earth, surrounded by monks’
dens, a learning center and rooms where parish priests and celibate
monks-"Vartabed’s” worked, taught, copied holy books and illumi-
nated manuscripts. Every morning and evening people from all around
came to worship in the church sanctuary.

Young students and future priests learned, studied classic Ar-
menian “Krapar “ in the learning center and were trained to paint
colophons and illustrate parchment manuscripts.

In the scriptural center scribes were busy with copying litur-
gical books and learning Armenian Church liturgy. Saint John’s
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monasterial center trained parish priests and celibate religious schol-
ars who served in Kilis and the neighboring villages, towns and even
in Sis, the see of Cilician Armenian Catholicassate.

As a matter of fact Hovhannes III Kilis-tsy Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia during the years 1525 to 1539 ADp and Sahag |
Meykhanejian, Kilis-tsy, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia
during the years 1674-1686 AD, were two of the prominent monks of
the St. John’s monastery of Kiliza-Kilis.

Because of the worsening social and political situation of the
Armenian communities in the Ottoman Empire during and after the
16-th and 17-th centuries (persecutions of Armenians, unlawfulness
etc.) the activities of the monasterial center declined gradually and
the sanctuary served only as a worshipping place.

In the mid 19th century, with the re-awakening of the Arme-
nian ethnic self-consciousness all around the Ottoman Empire, as
well as the cultural-educational renaissance, Kilis Armenians decided
to build a new, modern sanctuary, a cathedral on the same grounds of
the monastery St. John’s.

The building works began in 1856 with the factual, material
participation of all the Kilis-tsy Armenians and lasted about 17 years,
until 1873, when the Prelate of the Aleppo diocese, Bishop Megrdich
Vehabedian consecrated the monumental, high-rise modern building.

The building with a huge dome and two bell-towers was de-
signed by a Bolse-tsy architect in Byzantine style and not according

to the traditional Armenian Church building art.
(See the photo of the cathedral on the cover of the book).

EE L]

The Educational -Cultural Life of Kilis Armenians

Beginning with the first decades of the nineteenth century,
the Ottoman government undertook the necessary measures to imple-
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ment a modem state educational system based on the European model.
Educators and specialists were invited from Western Europe to cre-
ate state schools.

The Sultan recognized the Armenian Patriarcate in
Constantinople as a representative body for all the Armenian com-
munities of the Ottoman Empire. The Sultan informed the Armenian
Patriacate that authorization was granted to the Armenian Christian
communities of the Empire to open community ethic Armenian
schools near Armenian churches and monasteries. Consequently, the
Patriarcate informed accordingly, in 1860 all the Armenian commu-
nities throughout Turkey and Cilicia.

The Prelate of the Aleppo diocese, Bishop M. Vehabedian
took the initiative to implement that decision in Kilis. On September
1*, 1884, the “Levonian Cultural Association™ was created. Soon
becoming a 500-member national-community organization it founded
the “National Levonian-School”, which was followed by the
“Zabelian” girls’ school, which was sponsored by the “Zabelian La-
dies Association”, a 250-member guild.

One after another, cultural associations bearing names such
as Haigazian, Aroussiak and Loussasirats, sponsored and opened
schools bearing the names of the sponsor committees. Even a school
for young, working adults was opened. The “Loussasirats” national
school, had a student corps numbering 1500, 1000 boys, 500 girls in
1903-1904. The principal was a young graduate of the Central Tur-
key (Aintab) American College. Even instruction in the English lan-
guage was included in the curriculum.

Bishop Vehabedian, during his pastoral visits to the Kilis
Armenians Congregation, had introduced the system of public lec-
tures called” Auditions”(Lussaran), followed by current events news
information and an “artistic” part (music, declamations etc.)

That system, having acquired an all-around popularity, was
continued by the school pedagogical staff every Sunday afternoon in
the school hall. Those were the activities in which the St. John’s Ar-
menian Apostolic Church parishioners and community were involved.

As for the Armenian Evangelic (Protestant) community of
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Kilis, they had their stone-built modern church, a prosperous and
socially active congregation and a high school for boys and girls,
with college graduate teachers. Even students from the Armenian
Catholic and Greek Orthodox communities attended the renowned
Armenian Protestant School.

The Armenian Catholic community had an elementary school
directed by Kilis-born celibate priests (Vartabeds) or teachers and
religious leaders from Aleppo or the Armenian Catholic monastery

of Bzommar (Lebanon).

Here are the names of the outstanding ecclesiastical, social- educa-
tional and cultural figures, which have forever left their imprint upon
the life of Kilis Armenians:

I-  Hovhannes Il Kilis-tsy, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia,
from 1525 to 1539.

2- Sahag I, Meykhanejian, Kilis-tsy, Catholicos of the Great House
of Cilicia, from 1674 to 1689.

3-  Vartan Vartabed Aykeg-tsy, Maratha-tsy (district of Kilis), out
standing Armenian scholar, religious leader, theologian, writer,
preacher, moralist, 13-th-14-th centuries.

4- Bishop Megerdich Vehabedian, Aleppo Diocese Prelate, initia-
tor of Kills Armenians’, educational, cultural renaissance.

5-  Father Vahan Tovmasian, Archipriest, educator, popular national
leader and beloved parish priests.

6- Father Sahag Momjian, progressive educator, dedicated popu-
lar priest and servant.

7- Hampartsoum Berberian, educator, dedicated national leader,
lawyer and author of “ Hooshamadyan” (Kilis Armenians’

Ethno-Compatriotic Remembrance Book).

9-  Sumpat Ghazelian, teacher, progressive educator, national-so
cial outstanding figure.

EE T
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The Leading Role of the Armenians
In the City of Kilis

“The Armenians were the main artery pumping blood to the
life of Kills... All the artisans of the city were Armenians”, is stated
in the Kilis Armenians “Hooshamadyan”.

In fact, the Surgeon general of the city, as well as the official
pharmacist and all the other physicians, pharmacists and dentists were
all Armenians, even the only midwife of the town was a medical
college graduate Armenian woman. Not a single Turk in the health
care area.

In the sector of arts ant crafts, all the artisans of the city-
blacksmiths, carpenters, builders, iron, copper, zinc specialists, jew-
elers, goldsmiths, tailors, wavers etc. were all Armenians, not a single
Turk in that sector either.

The town had four mechanically operated flour-mills and an
Armenian, Hovhannes Daghlian, the renown “Makinist” Hovhannes”
was the only specialist to operate them, so that the Turks kept him in
Kilis during the years of the Genocide, 1915-1918, because they
couldn’t do otherwise.

The olive oil pressing mills, as well as the olive oil soap
making shops were kept and operated by Armenians, as well as wine
making and aniseed spirits liquors making were the specialty of Ar-
menians only, as the Mahometan Turks were not permitted to do those

crafts, but liked to drink wine and “raki” ...in secret.
* ¥k

Political and Social Organizations of Kilis Armenians

The educational and cultural re-awakening of the all the Ar-
menian communities of the Ottoman Empire in the second half of the
nineteenth century gave way to a revival of Armenian national-eth-
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nic self-consciousness and political awareness. The feeling and the
pride of national-ethnic identity resulted in the urge to attain political
self-determination. The means to get to that point were the necessity
to form and to create political associations and organizations.

The first steps in that direction were taken in the recently
created National-ethnic schools, especially during the young adults
evening classes, under the leadership of progressively inclined teach-
ers Berj Momjian and Sumpat Ghazelian.

Thus the Hunchakian Youth Association was born, which
became formally a branch of the Hunchakian (Social Democrat) party
in Kilis, on the initiative of Dr. Enfiyajian, Hagop Basmajian, Sumpat
Ghazelian and all the members of the Soulthan Chaprastian family in
1890 Ap. In the creation of that political organization some factors

played a decisive influence:
First, the close and permanent relations of Kilis Armenians

with Zeythoun. National progressive leaders from Zeythoun, Aghassi
and Muleh often visited Kilis. Kilis-tsy young volunteers, led by
Avedis Ohanian took part in the heroic uprising of Zeythoun in the
1890-ies.
; Besides, Kilis had been during those years the center for trans-
ferring correspondence, arms, and ammunitions from the port city of
Alexandretta to Zeythoun and from Zeythoun. It is related that a Kilis
Armenian activist went to Alexandretta by foot for fifteen days, hay-

ing in his shoes a sensitive letter to deliver.
Two of the twenty Hunchakian patriots hung in

Constantinople in June 1915 were the Kills-tsies Hagop Basmajian
and Tovmas Tovmassian.

Besides the Hunchakian party organization, they had in Kilis
a restricted formation of “Tashnaktsoutioun” (Armenian Revolution-

ary Federation).
No “Ramgavar” group existed, as the party was founded in

October 1921.
The A.G.B.U. (Armenian General Benevolent Union)
“Parekordzagan” had its chapter created in Kilis for the first time on

July 1-st 1911. On November 24, 1912 a new leadership of the chap-
253




ter was elected. During the Genocide (deportation) years, 1915-1918
it is clear that there was no activity. But in 1919, when the surviving
Kilis-tsies began to come back home, the center of the A.G.B.U. sent
humanitarian assistance through the Aleppo chapter. The Kilis chapter
had a membership of about 100 people. With the “evacuation” of

Cilicia in 1921, the chapter ends its activity.
*%k

Kilis Armenians During the 1895-1896
Hamidian Massacres and the 1909-Adana-
(Cilicia) Massacres

The massacres of Armenians in almost all Armenian popu-
lated cities and towns of the Ottoman Empire, as a means on the way
of implementing the realization of the Pan-Touranist scheme were in
fact the beginning of the Genocide of the Armenian Nation. It started
in Constantinople in autumn of the year 1895 and spread in the fol-
lowing months into all parts of the Empire.

It was in 1896 that the Cilician Armenians have been struck.
In Kilis the massacres began on March 8, 1896. First, the killer mobs
attacked all the Armenians who were present in the bazaar and soon
after they took the direction of the Armenian Church, encircled the
church and school building, attacking the students and the teachers...
The teachers H. Berberian and S. Ghazelian give eyewitness accounts
of the events.

Other Armenians were attacked and killed on the streets and
in the neighboring vineyards. In all, 75 Armenians were killed, oth-
ers injured.

A list of the names of the martyrs is given in this book.

European consuls arrived from Aleppo to investigate and they
encouraged the Armenians to ask for reparations... From whom? It
was nonsense. Instead, after the consuls left, Armenian notables were
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arrested as “instigators of trouble”.

That was not all. Future massacres were in the making. The
Pan-Touranist “[ttihad” party had seized the power in Constantinople,
in 1908, under the slogans of “Justice, Brotherhood and Equality”
for all Ottoman subjects, Moslems and Christians... But, soon after,
in April 1909, widespread barbaric massacre were organized in Adana
and all around the other cities of Cilicia. That was the second wave
of the Genocide of the Armenian Nation, in pursuance of the Pan-
Touranist utopian scheme.

Fortunately no massacres took place in Kilis this time. Analy-
sis of the factors leading to that end is given and discussed by eyewit-
ness intellectuals of that historic period.

A+ ok

Kilis Armenians During
The Genocide Years 1915-1918

World War I flared up in 1914. Turkey was in war. For the
“Young Turks”-Ittihad government of Turkey that was the best mo-
ment to give a “final-solution” to the Armenian Question. Deporta-
tions, atrocities, killings, massacres began under to cover of the “war
situation”.

North Syrian steppes and deserts between Aleppo and Der-
el-Zor became routes to hell and death camps.

The deportation of the Kilis Armenians began in June
1915;most of them were deported towards Der-el-Zor, some families
were fortunate to be sent toward central and southern Syria, or Jor-
dan.

Families having close relatives in Aleppo remained in Aleppo.
Those skilled artisans, specialists whom the Turks needed very much
for their services, were kept in Kilis. After the war it was estimated
that about 300 Kilis Armenian families, around 1500 people perished-

were missing, killed, lost or starved.
¥ ok %
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Kilis Armenians During the Years 1919-1921

The war ended, Turkey was defeated, and a cease-fire agree-
ment was signed on October 30, 1918 in Mudros. Victorious allied
forces, under the command of General Allenby entered northern Syria
and Cilicia, including Kilis. Survivors of the Genocide return home.
Reorganization of the national community life is urgent.

A “National Union” organization is created, with represen-
tations of Apostolic, Protestant and Catholic communities of Kilis
Armenians. Churches, a “national school”, an orphanage and a “wid-
ows shelter” are opened.

Along with allied forces, volunteers of the Armenian Legion
enter Cilicia and Kilis. Here is a list of the Kilis-tsy volunteers of the
Armenian Legion:

Dr. Haigazoun Nalbandian (killed in action), Sarkis
Zughchanian, Kevork Ouzoun-Sarkissian, Haroutune Apikian, Dikran
Guirunian, Thoros Kelloghlian, Nerses Fourounjian, Dikran
Aboulafian, Krikor Megerian, Gevoush Tatarian, Iskender Bairamian,
Nishan Krikorian, Kevork Aintablian and Gioullu...

Sudden changes occur on the international political horizon:
Bolshevik revolution in Russia, new Russian-Turkish and French-
Turkish diplomatic relations.

Kemalist Turkish National Movement rises and French-Turk-
ish negotiations begin (with Mustafa Kemal) in view of abandoning
Cilicia and the Armenians to the nationalist new Turkey of Kemal.

In the first months of 1921, Kemalist militiamen “cheteh”s
intrusions in Kilis begin. Self-defense battles against Kemalists be-
gan in Aintab. Relocation of all Kilis Armenians in the Christian-
Armenian sector of the city, around St. John cathedral was effected.

A self-defense organization is created in Kilis; barricades
are set up between Armenian and Turkish sectors.

Self-defense fighters are in control of the barricades and the
main critical points between the opposite sectors.
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Self -defense guards arrest kemalist “cheteh”s . They have
Russian “Mossin” rifles and pockets full of Russians ruble gold
pieces.

Zeythoun Armenian refugees arrive near Kilis, self-defense
fighters from Kilis go to their rescue and bring them into the Arme-
nian Church, after pursuing the fleeing Kemalist “cheteh”s.

Armenian families are already leaving Kilis for Aleppo. An
Agreement is signed in Ankara between France and Kemalist Turkey
on October 20,1921. France is abandoning Cilicia and the Arme-
nians for the sake of safeguarding France’s economic interests in
Kemalist Turkey. The exodus of all Kilis Armenians ends in the first

months of 1922.
They go to fill up the ranks of the new Armenian Diaspora.
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