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Introduction. A new generation of accelerators is actively developing in
contemporary radiotherapy. Laser-generated accelerators produce ultra-short
electron beam pulses, which provide a unique opportunity to generate new
molecular genetics effects [1-3]. Due to the high-frequency laser source, the
AREAL (Advanced Research Electron Accelerator Laboratory, Armenia)
accelerator gives ultra-short and high-speed electron flux producing ultra-short
pulsed electron beam (USPEB) radiation [4]. The study of the genetic effects of
laser-generated USPEB radiation is the relevant direction in radiobiology.

It was shown that USPEB radiation-induced DNA DSBs are characterized
by slow elimination kinetics. The low level of micronuclei frequency and
apoptosis was evident in human lung fibroblasts irradiated by USPEB [5]. An
assessment of the dependence of the radiation effect on sex showed that females
PBMCs had higher sensitivity to irradiation, as the DNA damage level was 4
times higher compared to the control, while in males the increase was less than
1.5 times [6]. lonizing radiation (IR) mainly induces single-strand breaks
(SSBs), double-strand breaks (DSBs), modified bases, mismatches, and basic
sites [7]. The DNA repair can have alternative mechanisms. The homologous
recombinational repair (HRR) works by exchanging similar but non-identical
DNA between homologous chromosomes. Non-homologous end joining
(NHEJ) works by inserting or deleting genes from a broken site, besides it is
faster, but also is an error-prone mechanism [8]. DNA-dependent protein kinase
(DNA-PKcs) is one of the significant components of the NHEJ repair pathway,
and is a catalytic subunit of DNA-PKcs promoting synapsis of broken DNA
ends, with further stages of end-processing and ligation [9]. On the contrary, the
HR repair pathway is slower but with fewer errors in repaired strands. The
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MREI1I nuclease plays a crucial role in the HR repair pathway, initiating
double-strand breaks (DSB) resection [10]. On the other hand, the accumulation
of single-strand breaks (SSBs) also brings to DSBs formation, and the main
repair pathway of SSBs is Base Excision Repair (BER). The APEX endo-
nuclease is a DNA repair enzyme with apurinic/apyrimidinic (AP) activity in
the DNA BER pathway [11].

This study aimed to evaluate the USPEB irradiation-induced DNA DSBs
and SSBs repair mechanisms in human K-562 (chronic myelogenous leukemia)
cells.

Materials and Methods. Cell culture. The K-562 (human chronic myeloid
leukemia) cell line was maintained in RPMI-1640 (Sigma Aldrich, Germany),
supplemented with 10% Fetal Bovine Serum (HyClone, UK), 2 mM L-gluta-
mine (Sigma Aldrich, Germany), 100 IU/ml penicillin (Sigma Aldrich, Ger-
many) and 100 pug/ml streptomycin (Sigma Aldrich, Germany) at 37°C, 5%CO..
Prior to irradiation, 2 ml of cells seeded in Eppendorf tubes (Sigma Aldrich,
Germany) at a density of 0.5 x 10’ cells/ml.

Irradiation. Radiation treatment was carried out using an electron beam
generated by a laser-driven radiofrequency gun-based linear AREAL accele-
rator. For cell irradiation, each sample was placed in a sample holder facing
towards the horizontal beam coming from the direction of the vacuum window.
Cell samples were placed horizontally at the center of a 1 cm x 1 c¢cm area at 1
cm from the beam exit point of the accelerator. Cells were irradiated with doses
of 0.5, 4 and 8Gy, non-irradiated cell cultures were used as a control.

Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay (ELISA Indirect). The DNA
repair pathways activation was analyzed using Colorimetric Cell-Based ELISA
kits (Assay Biotech, USA) following the manufacturer instructions. After
irradiation, the cells were seeded into 96 well plate and incubated overnight at
370C, 5%CO2. Cells were washed with 200 pl of 1x TBS (Tris-buffered saline)
twice, fixed with 100 ul of Fixing Solution, and set for 20 minutes at room
temperature. After incubation, 100 ul Quenching Buffer was added and set for
20 minutes at room temperature. After 200 pul of Blocking Buffer was added and
incubated for 1 hour at room temperature. Then 50 pl of 1x primary antibodies
were added to the corresponding wells and incubated overnight at 4°C. After,
added 50 pl of 1x secondary antibodies were added to corresponding wells and
incubated for 1.5 hours at room temperature. The 50 ul of Ready-To-Use
Substrate was added to each well and incubated for 30minutes at room
temperature in the dark, and 50 ul of Stop Solution was added to each well and
the OD was measured at 450nm using ELISA plate reader HumaReader HS
(Human, Germany).

Statistical analysis. Statistical analyses of the data were conducted using
the Statistica 8.0 software (StatSoft, Tulsa, OK, USA). The results are presented
as the means of three independent experiments + standard error. The non-
parametric Mann—Whitney test was used for statistical analysis and P<0.05 was
considered to indicate a statistically significant value.

Results and discussion. The activation kinetics of DNA DSBs and SSBs
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repair pathways after ultrashort pulsed electron beam irradiation was studied in
the K562 cell line. Radiation doses were considered as non-lethal at the dose of
0.5Gy (cell survival after 24h was 90%), sub-lethal at the dose of 4Gy (cell
survival after 24h was 50%), and lethal at the dose of 8Gy (cell survival after
24h was 10-20%). The DNA repair kinetics of irradiated samples was assessed
at Oh, 30min, 1h, and 4h time points after irradiation. The activation of HR,
NHEJ and BER DNA repair pathways was detected. The Oh time-point was
selected to assess the primary or background DNA damage reparation
machinery activation.

In case of irradiation at the non-lethal dose (0.5Gy) the level of repair
proteins DNA-PK, MREI11, and APEXI, responsible for appropriate repair
pathways, was estimated immediately after irradiation (at the Oh time point),
and the expression of MRE11 was more pronounced (Fig. 1). At the 30min time
point after irradiation the level of DNA-PK and MREI11 proteins increased
significantly, while the level of BER protein remained unchanged. At the 1h and
4h time point after irradiation the increase of the BER protein expression was
observed, while the level of DNA-PK and MREI11 proteins decreased and
eventually all proteins reached the same level at the 4h time point.

In the case of irradiation at the sub-lethal dose (4Gy), the level of DNA-
PK, MREI11, and APEX1 proteins was assessed at the Oh time point where the
expression DNA-PK was more enunciated (Fig. 2). At the 30min time point
after irradiation, the level of DNA-PK and MREI1 proteins increased
noticeably, while the level of APEX1 protein reduced. At the 1h time point after
irradiation, the levels of proteins were nearly the same as in 30min. At the 4h
time point after irradiation, all 3 protein expressions were increased, and the
DNA-PK, MREI11, and APEX1 proteins reached the peck level.

After the irradiation at the lethal dose (8Gy), the level of repair proteins
DNA-PK, MRE11, and APEX1, at the Oh time point was the same (Fig. 3). At
the 30min time point after irradiation, the level of DNA-PK, MREI11, and
APEXI1 proteins increased, reaching a peak level. At the 1h and 4h time points
after irradiation, the decrease of the expression of the protein was observed,
which reduced up to the control level.

It can be assumed, that cancer cells recognize the level of DNA damages
(non-lethal, sub-lethal, and lethal) and initiate the different repair pathway
machinery. In case of non-lethal level of damages, cancer cells effectively repair
DNA DSBs, and the error-prone NHEJ pathway prevails in this case, while
SSBs reparation remains postponed. It can be explained by the nature of
cancerous cells, which tend to accumulate minor damages to maintain the
genome instability. However, at the higher doses of irradiation cancer cells
activate the whole pull of repair capacity ensures their viability.

Conclusion. It was shown that ultrashort pulsed electron irradiation
simultaneously activates HR and NHEJ repair systems in K-562 cells 30
minutes after irradiation, including BER at the 8Gy of irradiation dose. After 1h
and 4h of irradiation, the level of expression of repair systems decreases at
0.5Gy and 8Gy doses of radiation, except the activity of BER system, which
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remains high at 4h after irradiation at the dose of 0.5Gy. At the irradiation dose
of 4Gy, the dynamics of an increase in the activity of all three repair systems
was observed up to 4h after irradiation. Thus, the dynamics of changes in repair
activity depend on the radiation dose.
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Fig. 1. The level of DNA-PK, MRE11, APEXI1 repair proteins, after USPEB irradiation
at the 0.5Gy dose.*P<0.05.
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Fig. 2. The level of DNA-PK, MRE11, APEXI1 repair proteins, after USPEB irradiation
at the 4Gy dose. *P<0.05.
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Fig. 3. The level of DNA-PK, MRE11, APEXI1 repair proteins, after USPEB irradiation
at the 8Gy dose. *P<0.05.

This work was supported by the RA MES State Committee of Science, in
the frames of the research project No21AA-1F034 and Nel16YR-1F052.

Yerevan State University
e-mail: alisa.manukyanl@ysu.am

A. T. Manukyan

The Activation of DNA Repair Pathways after Ultra-Short
Pulsed Electron Beam Irradiation in Human Cells

The aim of this work was to estimate the differences in activation of DNA repair
pathways of DNA double-strand and single-strand breaks induced by ultrashort pulse
electron beam irradiation in human K-562 cells. The activation of HR, NHEJ and BER
DNA repair pathways was studied at non-lethal, sub-lethal and lethal doses of
irradiation. Our results indicate that the activation of the specific repair pathways and
repair kinetics depend on the irradiation dose.

U. ©. Umtmiljjui

QEplupd hdyniyuught fEjupniught Sunwquypldundp
puijwé FLE nhuyywpwghni myhubkph wljnhjugnudp
dwprnt pohoukpnid

Quwhwnwluwi t wpdt) qipupd hdynuuughtt LiEjunpntught funuquypdudp
duusjws YuE-h dhwonpw b Eplonpuw Juwuduwsdpubph nhwwpughnt ninhubph
wlnhjugdub ophtiwswthnipjuip dwpnnt K-562 pohoutipnud: Niunidbwuhpyt) k-
h hnuninghwljwb, ny hnuning dwypbph dhwgdwt b hhdph kpughghnti nhywpwughnt
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ninhutph winhjugmdp fwnwquypdwutt ny (knw, ump-qbnw b jbnw sww-
pudhulibpny] fwpwquypdut yuplwbibpnd: Cun wnwgfus wpynibpibph’ phuw-
nughnt npnowlh minnt wijnhdugnudp b kpuuiqidwt yjhubnhljub jupduws tu
Sunuquypdul swthwpwdihg:

A. T. Manyksin

AxTuBanus penapauuoHusix nyrei JJHK B kaerkax
YeJI0BEKA NPU YJIbTPAKOPOTKOM MMITYJIbCHOM
3JIeKTPOHHOM 00J1y4eHUH

JlaHa oreHka akTuBanuu penapanuonnbix myteit JIHK mpu aByiienodyeyHsIx U o-
HOIIETIOYE€YHBIX Pa3pbiBaxX, HHIYIIUPOBAHHBIX YIBTPAKOPOTKUM UMITYJIBCHBIM 3JIEKTPOH-
HeIM oOnydenueMm B K-562 wierkax. MccrnemnoBaHbl penapaiioHHbIC TyTH TOMOJIOTHY-
HOU PEeKOMOWHAIIMH, HETOMOJIOTMYHOI'O COSIMHEHHS KOHIIOB U SKCIU3MOHHOW perapa-
LIMM OCHOBAHWI NPU HeJIeTAIILHOM, CyOeTanbHOM U JIeTanbHoM 103ax oOmyuenus. [1o-
Ka3aHO, YTO aKTUBAIUS CIICIU(PHUSCKOro MYTH perapali U KUHETHKA perapariiy 3a-
BHCAT OT JIO3bI OOJTyICHUS.
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