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The book is published upon the decision of the Scientific Council of the
Institute of Oriental Studies of Armenian National Academy of Scicnces

Translator: Astghik YERANOSYAN

Chief Editor: Gayane SHABUNTS

Prominent Armenologist Hakob Siruni’s research is dedicated to the
famous diplomat of the Ottoman and Russian Empires, statesman, highly
ranked merchant and banker, benefactor Manuk Bey Mirzayan (1769-1817).
The book introduces Manuk Bey's activities, who was authorized by the
Sultan’s palace to lead peace negotiate with the Russians during the Russo-
Turkish war and had a remarkable role in European diplomacy.

The research was based on the documents of Manuk Bey's fund in the
National Archives of Romania.

This research was first published in Armenian as an article in the
editions of 1969 and 1970 “Banber of Armenian archives” magazine.
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INTRODUCTION

Manuk Mirzayan (the son of Martiros) was a subject of the 18-19"
centuries Ottoman and Russian Empires, one of the most renowned individuals
in the diplomatic arena, a statesman, and a national philanthropist.

His father was originally from the village of Karbi in Ashtarak. Martiros
Mirzayan (the son of Hob) left Karbi in 1774, crossed through Anatolia to
Constantinople, and stayed in Rusjuk where Manuk was born in 1769.

Mirzayan Manuk Bey was a high level banker, a provider for the
Ottoman state and army, a major merchant, and a respected guest in the palaces
of various rulers like Austrian and Russian.

He held the monopoly over the markets of silk, wool, cotton, cigarette,
spices and beeswax.

The names of Pezchyan Harutyun Amira (Gazaz Artin Amira) and
Mirzayan Manuk Bey are linked to the reality of saving Sultan Mahmud Il from
an incredibly hard situation during the Russo-Turkish war. Manuk Bey also
assisted in bringing down the powerful and extremely dangerous Janissary
regime in the Ottoman Empire, which mainly consisted of recruitment of young
Christian boys (devshirme).

In 1808, he was granted the titles of the prince of Moldova, Bogdan
Prensi and Bey for his services to the Ottoman Empire, for some time becoming
the leader of Moldova. In 1808, he came to Constantinople as the dragoman ol
the Sublime Porte and of the Sultan’s palace, got appointed as the main
translator of diplomatic negotiations with the level of minister of foreign affairs.

He had a huge success resolving financial difficulties. During the Russo-
Turkish war of 1806-12, he dealt with the food provision to the Ottoman army
and the repairing of military buildings.

He was an adviser and a friend of the Ottoman Danube army’s
Commander Mustafa Pasha Bayraqtar, and was empowered to lead peace
negotiations with the Russians.

He thought that the nation’s destiny should be linked to the Christian
Russia and he also accepted obedience toward Russia.

The most renowned Russian military and political leaders (such as
Bagration, Kamenski, Kutuzov; the latter thought of Manuk Bey as a friend)
listened to him, trusted him and enjoyed his friendship. Returning to Bucharest
in 1804-08 he built a palace, which is one of the popular sights in Bucharest and
is known by the name of Manuk Khan up to this day.

It was due to his active efforts and diplomatic abilities, that a series of
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peace negotiations on the 1806-1812 Russian-Turkish war came to be; as a
result of which in 1812 the Bucharest Russian-Turkish peace agreement was
signed in the palace built by Manuk Khan. Kutuzov signed it from the Russian
side. The Bucharest agreement served as an obstacle to Napoleon Bonaparte’s
plans on pushing the two states towards war. Filled with hatred towards Manuk
Bey’s name and success some Europeans turned the Sultan’s palace against
Manuk Bey within the battles in the modern Croatia. As‘a result, the Turks
accused Mirzayan of betrayal.

Alexander I Tsar hosted Manuk Bey and his wife in his palace in St.
Petersburg, and endowed him with the Order of St. Vladimir.

In 1813, Manuk Bey went to Transylvania from Bucharest with his
family, and then relocated at Kishinev and became a Russian subordinate. In
1814, Manuk Bey was made into a state adviser.

Manuk Bey linked Armenia’s liberation with Russia. He visited Armenia,
financially supported churches in Etchmiadzin, Mush, Jerusalem and other pla-
ces. He founded the first Armenian school near Bucharest’s Armenian Church
(1817). Manuk Bey’s archive is kept in Bucharest History Museum.

He relocates 100 Armenian families, and was going to relocate around
half a million Ottoman subject Armenians to live in Wallachia as well. Alexan-
der T promised Manuk Bey that Bessarabia would become one of the safe
havens for Ottoman subject Armenians. He was granted the title of Armenian
prince.

He bought lands in Romania for 300.000 lei. There were 40 villages
situated on the lands he bought. In 1817, 36 km west from Kishinev in Hincesti,
he founds his family palace in the style of French classicism built by an
Armenian architect Bernardaci. The ceilings of the palace were illustrated by a
great marine artist Ivan Aivazovsky. The palace built on the hill was surrounded
by a fence. The artificial lake with swans, fountains, exotic fruit winter gardens
covered in glass that linked various parts of the palace (and also had some dug
pathways underneath) surprised with their’ grandeur; unfortunately, there is
almost nothing preserved.

In 1993, the palace was granted the status of an architectural monument,
was renovated and now is seen as Moldova’s national treasure. It is told that
under these pavilions are buried Manuk Bey’s treasures, and a national hero
Kostovsky came here very often to search for them. It is also told that he was
the one to find and take Manuk Bet’s treasure.

According to Manuk Mirzayan, this was the place where an Armenian
city of Alexandropol was to be founded. Continuing his work as a talented
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merchant, he was investing major finances into creating a powerful Armenian
community. His dream never came true.

A lot of Armenians came to Kishinev creating a good community, He
made a great contribution in Moldovan arms making, carrying on French
technology. He didn’t have any time to live in his luxurious palace after all.

He died suddenly on July 2™, 1817, in Moldova’s Bessarabia region, in
the town of Hincesti (Kotovsky), leaving his wife named Mary from the La-
zarian family and his 6 orphans. His death is woven in mystery.

He was buried in Kishinev, in the yard of St. Virgin Mary church built by
him.

He built churches and schools for his nation. In his native Rusjuk he built
bridges, caravansaries, mills, and pushed through the mining industry. A lot of
Balkan cities’ economic development is owing to Manuk Bey Mirzayan. He
founded manufactories, estates, provided loans to different leaders and country
authorities. Two Romanian villages were named in his honor. His contempo-
raries mentioned him as an extremely honest individual.

He published an Armenian textbook for schools along with the Mkhita-
rian unity’s fathers.

His descendants, in particular his son Grigor, who died in Paris, left a big
bequest to Moscow’s Lazarian institute, the luxurious Manuk hall of which was
robbed and destroyed by the bolsheviks.

Manuk Bey married an Armenian princess Delianova. His children were
Grigor Hovhanes and Mary Manuk. His granddaughters were an Italian coun-
tess Elizabeth Shentoni, and German baroness Olga Hotzfeld- Drakhtenberg.
The grandchild of the latter is a Canadian architect Peter von Korff. He talked

proudly of his Armenian roots during his conferences.
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Pages from Manouk Bey’s Life
Siruni II. Ch.
1\.
Days of Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha
1.
The Pair of Bicentenaries
This year France is celebrating the bicenienary of Napoleon Bonaparte,
one of the greatest figures of its history who was born two hundred years
ago (1769) in Corsica. Ile would come to penetrate the life of France and
play a crucial role in the events succeeding the 1789 Revolution, tending to
finally build the French Empire. By ruling the fate of France on his own
and having the mania of bending the world to his will, he would often turn
his impudence into
+people still get confused when putting on a seale his glory and the
ruins he has left.

Manuk Bey Mirzayan, one of the most remarkable figures of Armenian
modern history, was also born in 1769. He was destined to become a notable
person in the events raging the Balkans though not even reaching 50 ycars ol
age. In spite of his short life, he would shade his contemporaries not only with
his commercial impudent handbooks, honorable name and serious role in cco-
nomic sphere but also with his influential participation in the events raging the
Ottoman Empire, his political activities on Romanian land and finally his
support to Russian forces and his decisive role in Russo-Turkish peace nego-
tiations.

We are calling up these two figures in the article not only due to the
coincidence of their birth date. This coincidence is just a reason for introducing
the remarkable role Manuk Bey played in a fatal period of Napoleon’s life, i.c.
the invasion of Russia, having his influence on its failures.

This is just an cpisode of a life filled with exceptional events that are
not thoroughly uncovered yet. So many historical details should be discovered
not only providing a respectable place among contemporaries, but also enlighte-
ning some events that are still inaccessible to many historians.

In reality, this article does not thoroughly reveal Manuk Bey’s role in
the 1806-1812 Russo-Turkish war, his service to Russian armed forces and
decisive participation in peace negotiations as well as in the treaty of solidarity.
We should separately refer to these pages of Manuk Bey’s life. In order to fully
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recognize his role in Napoleon’s failures, we have to mention those pages
without going deep into details.

While writing this article, we should also stay true to the voice of
conscience. Ignoring this glorious episode of Manuk Bey’s life would be an
offence to the person who had a chance to obtain some documents regarding
Manuk Bey while shelving them in the archive of History Museum of Bucha-
rest. Those documents were not only the ones that could miraculously be saved
after being locked in his palace for one and a half century, but also the ones that
were collected from different archives by his efforts, enabling to put them all
together for publishing with the monograph.

All these archival documents that are generally unavailable to historians
tend to uncover a number of unknown episodes, such as Napoleon’s eflforts for
inciting Russo-Turkish relations, French agents’ machinations for prolonging
the Russo-Turkish war and failing the signing of the treaty.

In the following pages you will see that the Russo-Turkish Treaty of
Bucharest on 28" May, 1812 played a crucial role in Napoleon’s failures in
spite of his and his agents’ all efforts. This treaty would not have succceded but
for Manuk Bey’s support.

Having an active participation in a number of economic and political
activities, Manuk Bey’s role in the Treaty of Bucharest is undeniably one of the

most remarkable ones.

2.
Napoleon Incites Turkey

Napoleon’s plans regarding Middle East are not a secret for historians.
It is known that he targeted Russia as part of his eastern policy, cherishing a
desire to invade it. He had to pass a long way before trying to realize his dream.

Napoleon needed Turkey in order to achieve his aim. Turkey was one of’
the countries that could keep Russia busy in that threatening period of time.
Napoleon’s letters to Sultan of the Ottoman Empire Selim IlI are rather elo-

quent, tending to incite anti-Russian moods. Sultan Selim 111 was a proponent of

France and set hopes on it for implementing reform projects mostly inspired by
his French advisors.

Turks and Russians had several contact points. However, the most
advantageous option for Napoleon was the Balkans that could more easily give
rise to enmity between the two countries. It was not the first time for the Bal-
kans to become the arena for Russo-Turkish collision. Catherine the Great’s
invasions were still fresh in Turks’ memories and the Treaty of Kyushu Kainarji
signed in 1774 could be ignored by Turks in case of a favorable moment.
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Besides, Napoleon’s agents could more easily incite the relations of two
neighbors in the Balkans rather than in the Caucasus that was free from
Napoleon’s machinations. And finally, the Balkans, being under the reign of
Turkey at that time, could make the outbreak possible taking into account the
personal interest of Russia towards that area.

Together with the Balkans, Romanian countries also became a part of
the implementation of Napoleon’s eastern policy. The geographic location of
these countries, particularly of Wallachia and Moldova and the fact that their
populations regarded Russia as the power to throw off the Turkish yoke, made it
necessary for France to win the trust and sympathy of those people for making
his eastern policy more effective.

We should state that Napoleon started his provocation in Romanian
countries before the Russo-Turkish enmity, aiming to give rise to anti-Russian
moods among populations in order to make obstacles on the way of possible
invasions of Russia.

Famous diplomat General-in-Chief Sebastiani was entrusted in France
to take the burden of keeping Turkey under control and with the latter’s means
to obstruct English machinations in order to keep them tied to Turkish
supremacy and neutralize Russian threat.

Introducing the unsteady period that Napoleon created on the eve of the
Russo-Turkish war in 1806, modern Turkish historian Ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili
says, “The Ottoman Government as a follower of French policies was under the
influence and threat of Sebastiani, the French Ambassador to Constantinople.
Sebastiani was trying to control Turkey according to French policies and was
pressuring the Sublime Porte. Because of this pressure the Sublime Porte
relieved princes of Wallachia and Moldova of their posts regardless of the treaty
with Russia. Later the Sublime Porte had to give away to Russian complaints
and correct the mistake, returning the princes to their posts™.'

In fact, due to General-in-Chief Sebastiani’s efforts France managed to
bring trustworthy people to governing posts of Bucharest and Iasi. Just moving
to Constantinople in August 1806, the French Ambassador made the Sublime
Porte substitute Constantine Y psilantis, the prince of Wallachia with Alexander
Sutsu and Alexander Mourouzis, the prince of Moldova with Scarlat Calli-
machi.

The consuls, who France sent to Bucharest and lasi, would become
agents to fulfill machinations that Napoleon wanted to spread in the Balkans.
Thus, France sent the most resourceful agents as consuls to Bucharest,

! Ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili, famous governors of Rumelia Tersenekli Ismail and Silik
Oglu Suleiman aghas and Alemdar Mustafa, Istanbul, 1942, pg. 58-59
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successively Parrant, Lamare and Ledoux. lasi that would become a more
important center especially after the establishment of hostile relations,
successively hosted Reinhard, Fornetty and Ledoux as consuls. The records that
we will refer to later, inform about the worries France had for the existing
situation in these two Romanian capitals at that period of time.

It is clear that Austria and England were also concerned about the
situation in the Balkans. These countries were informed about the existing
processes by their consuls in Bucharest and lasi. The latters mention the im-
portant role of Manuk Bey in their records. Among them were Austrian consuls
Berenner's and Fleishakel's records to Ministers Stadion and Meternik and
English consul Francisc Summerers's records to his government.

We have some passages from “English Documents” kept in the
Romanian Academy that Romanian historian S. Stirbey used in his writing “The
rebellion of 18217, According to the cited passage English consul in Bucharest
Francisc Summerers speaks about French agents' espionage and fraud in his
record sent to Adair, the English Ambassador to Constantinople on 24ty July,
1806. He writes:

“Reinhard's main objectives are the acquirement of the fame of French
general agent in lasi and Parrant's arrival in Bucharest as well as Centurion
Martin's arrival at Galatian port seemingly for controlling Russian officials and
contributing to agents' access to Russia, disguised in Jewish or other clothes.
They aimed at learning important information about the existing situation and
giving rise to rebellion as a result of concealed work”.

The English agent would tell about Bonaparte's intrigues in Russia and
Ukraine and in Turkish fortresses in Bessarabia for giving rise to anti-Russian
moods and movements. Later, he would implement the same plan in Romanian
countries, trying to win the confidence of their princes. He managed to do so
with Alexander Mourouzis, the prince of Moldova who was “undeniably the
most active proponent of France”. However, the prince of Wallachia kept on
opposing Bonaparte's interests in spite all efforts™”

The record later writes that Talleyrand and Fouche try to give rise to
disputes among Danubian governors and populations from Vidin to the Black
Sea. “Tersenekli Oglu Ismail, the governor of Rusjuk would be the only
exception among the Danubian governors as he hates France. The same thing
cannot be said about rebel Yilik Oglu, the governor of Silstrei who venerates
France together with Pazvantoglu, the governor of Vidin. The pro-French
moods are spread all the way to Constantinople, and even Adrianople™.?

2 Documente engieze, vol. 1, pg.143-144
3 Documente engieze, vol. I, pg. 157
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The record that the English Ambassador to Constantinople sent to
London on August 25", 1806 tells about his colleague General-in-Chief Scbas-
tiani's machinations to incite enmity among Turks against Russia.

Besides two Romanian centers, French agents were also spread in many
places in the Danube river basin for not only providing controlling spots but
also making them an apple of discord. One of the spots was Vidin. Its consul
was Meriaj who also left some remarkable records.

3.
French Agents are Concerned about Manuk Bey

Napoleon and his agents would become more active at the end of 1806
alter the announcement of Russo-Turkish hostility. The Prince, previously
encouraging Sultan Selim's anti-Russian moods, now rejoices.

In 1802 he writes the following to Selim, *Wake up, Selim and call
your co-thinkers to the Ministry, drive out all your enemics otherwise you will
lose your country, religion and family”. Four years later in 1806 he sent
Scbastiani to Constantinople to make Sultan revenge Russia. As we remember,
he managed to relicve the princess of Bucharest and lasi ol their posts lor being
pro-Russian. He was happy that Italinsky, the Russian Ambassador to Cons-
tantinople requested his pass, not being able to get his desired explanations.
And now he is satisfied to see that a part of his plan has succeeded; when
Emperor Alexander I's armed forces headed by Commander-in-Chiel Milensky
crossed the Dniester in 1806 and reached Moldova and Wallachia on November
17" and December 13" respectively, Sultan Selim declared war on Russia on
December 30",

On January 1%, 1807 Napoleon congratulates Sultan Selim on the dec-
laration of war in his letter sent from Warsaw in which he writes, “It's high time
the Ottoman Empire achieved its former glory. Not a minute should be lost™.

The next day on January 2™ Lamar, the French Ambassador to Bucha-
rest informs Talerian, the Minister of Foreign Affairs that he has to move to
Rusjuk during the invasion of Russian armed forces so that to be under Bayrak-
tar Mustafa Pasha's defense.

On January 6™ Talerian instructs the French Ambassador to develop
good relations with Bayraktar and tells him that his diligence towards the de-
fense of the Ottoman Empire is the only means for Bayraktar to keep the
reputation that defunct Tarsenckli Oglu has left to him.

However, French agents in Danubian regions were concerned with
something. Some people had a serious influence on Bayraktar and incited anti-
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French moods. There is no need to say that those people were Manuk Bey
Mirzayan and his compatriots.

Manuk was already a notable figure not only in Rusjuk, but also in
Danubian regions. Manuk was a close advisor of Tersinekli Mustafa Ismail, the
governor of Rusjuk and Trnova. After the latter's death on August 16", 1806
Manuk kept his fame and strenghtened his position under his successor
Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha's reign, especially when he was appointed the Com-
mander-in-Chief of Danubian Turkish armed forces and the governor of Silistra.
Manuk would gradually spread his influence, particularly after October 24",
1807 when Sultan Mustafa [V granted Manuk a title of dragoman® and a degree
of bey.

Four Sebastyans would support Manuk Bey: Poghos, Mesrop, Martin
and Gabriel. Poghos was famous for his linguistic and diplomatic talents and
had been working with Constantine Ypsilantis. the prince of Wallachia and
when the Russo-Turkish war began he became more aclive supporting Russian
interests together with his brothers Mesrop and Gabriel and nephew Martin.

French agents could not help worrying about Manuk and his team.

On November 16", 1807 Meriaj, the French Consul of Vidin informs
Paris that Mustafa, the pasha of Rusjuk, is surrounded with Prince Ypsilantis
and people devoted to Russia who will disorganize the Ottoman armed forces in
the Danube with their intrigues and will try to prevent the arrival of Dalmatian
armed forces that Napoleon promised to send to help Turks. Meriaj specifically

mentions Poghos, “As I know, he has a brother in Paris as an attache in the

Ottoman Embassy”.*

On April 8" 1808 Meriaj sends another record to his government from
Vidin in which he speaks about the resumption of Russo-Turkish enmity that
was previously stopped by the Truce of Slobozia and says that Commander-in-
Chief Mustafa Pasha is a rude person but “he is ruled by two Armenians: one of
them is Sevastiani (he means Poghos Sebastian) who was the agent of Ypsilan-
tis and princes succeeding him and the second Armenian is Manukchi (he
means Manuk Bey Mirzayan), a landowner in Wallachia™.®

Napoleon could not help worrying of the records of the agents. He felt
new obstacles on his way of invading Russia in spite of General-in-Chief Sebas-
tiani's machinations and Danubian agents' provocations.

* An interpreter, translator and official guide between Turkish, Arabic and Persian-

speaking countries :
5 Hurmuzachi, Documents, appendix I, A, pg. 483
5 Hurmuzachi, Documents, appendix B, pg. 505
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In order to succeed, Russia must have been busy at that moment not to
be able to keep its territories. Napoleon wanted Russian armed forces to be busy
elsewhere not to become an obstacle.

Unfortunately, Russo-Turkish enmity in Danube region was the one
Napoleon had planned. He was afraid of losing control over Turkey that would
lead to the improvement of Russo-Turkish relations, endangering his expecta-
tions.

Napoleon really had something to be afraid of. Events would develop in
undesired ways.

4.
Manuk Bey's Pro-Russian Moods

Many people were surprised how a person like Manouk Bei who lived
within Turkish governmental framework and was famous for his active role in
Turkey, would become pro-Russian, basing all his future activities on Russian
interests.

Hence, some people considered Manuk Bey a corrupt agent who
betrayed his homeland Turkey.

The documents about Manuk Bey's life and work does not show him as
a corrupt agent. In spite of his adventurous life and impudence in commercial
and economic initiatives, he also had a serious political self who was not
indifferent towards his surrounding and was always long-sighted.

The one, who was aware of Balkan peoples' lifestyle and negative
circumstances of Turkish yoke, would foresee Russians' role in the existing
situation.

The archived documents prove that Manuk Bey predicted the role of
Russia in Balkan peoples' life even before the Russo-Turkish conflict, So, he
also aimed to get under Russian umbrella.

We have Constantine Ypsilatis' record sent to Bolkunov, the Russian
consul of Iasi on April 17,1806, asking for a citizenship for Manuk. 7 On May
7" Prince sent the same instruction to Prince Czartoryski.® Two weeks later on
May 22™ Bolkunov gave a passport to “Manuk Martirosovich, originally from
Yerevan™.’

However, Manuk Bey did not want to make use of Russian protection
for a long time and did not break all relations with Turkish circles, especially

" The archive of Russian foreign relations in Russia, case 127, paper 100
* The archive of Russian foreign relations in Russia, case 135
? The archive of Russian foreign relations in Russia, case 127, papers 137-139
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keeping good relations with Tersenekli and his successor Bayraktar, the
governors of Danube Region.

When Russia started a new movement in the Balkans, Manuk Bey stayed
true to his conviction, not only encouraging Cristian people who wanted to get
rid of Turkish yoke, but also developing relations with Turkish governors who
found that amity with Russia would be driven from the interests of Turkey.

Within the first two years of the war, Manuk Bey kept his relations with
his Turkish companions, particularly with Commander-in-Chief Bayraktar. He
helped Bayraktar, taking care of Turkish fortresses, providing food to soldiers
and supporting him in the battle against janissaries. However, his main concern
was the establishment of Russo-Turkish amity that also became the concern of
Turks surrounding him.

Another reason for the development of Manuk Bey's pro-Russian moods
was the disgust towards Turks that evoked after his friend and protector
Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha's tragic death and after the pest that most of his
companions and friends had to experience because of their positive attitude
towards the idea of Russo-Turkish amity.

At the end of 1808, Manuk would break all his relations with Turkey and
forever tie himself to Russian people and interests, first of all supporting
Russian armed forces during four years of war against Turkey and during the

treaty of solidarity.

5.
Turks that Support Amity

Those who explore the history of Russo-Turkish relations cannot help
referring to an important point: classes in Turkish population that supported
amity with Russia. These classes should be looked for in Rumelia Region as
here people were more displeased with their unfair lifestyle caused by janis-
saries. Of course, there were people in Rumelia Region supporting the collapse
of the empire. On the other hand, there were also people aiming at having a
reformed country through amity with Russia.

It is important to mention that the governors of the Danube river basin
were more inclined to the latter approach and Manuk Bey had a serious role in
it.

Ternsenekli Oglu Ismail, Bayraktar Mustafa and Kyose Kehya Ahmed,
the governors of Rusjuk had favorable attitude towards Russia inspired by
Manuk Bey. In fact, Manuk was the banker of the three of them but in reality he
was even more than an advisor especially when it came to their political

relations.
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Tersenekli Oglu, the governor of Rusjuk and Trnova was also close
with Manuk Bey. Manuk also made profit out of their friendship in his
commercial initiatives such as silk monopoly in the Danube river basin.

Alas, Tersenekli Oglu was murdered in a conspiracy on August 16",
1806 before the 1806-1812 Russo-Turkish war and was succeeded by Bayraktar
Mustafa.

Bayraktar would continue Tersenckli’s way.

On August 29", 1806 (September 10™) Bolkunov, the Russian consul in
lasi informs the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Petersburg that Manuk had
previously kindly informed Kiriko, the Russian consul in Bucharest that like
Tersenckli Oglu, Ismail Bayraktar Mustafa was also showing rcadiness to
develop relations with Russia.'’

The Sublime Porte in the face of Tersenckli relieved the rebel governor
of his post because he had caused inconvenience to the Central Government.
The Porte had the same opinion about Bayraktar, considering him a rebel,
Serious efforts had to be made for the Sublime Porte to recognize Bayraktar.
Manuk also took part in those efforts, making use of his connections in
Constantinople.

He introduced Bayraktar as the governor of Rusjuk to Constantinople
immediately afier Tersenekli’s death. A Turkish historian Uzuncarsili writes in
his monograph about Bayraktar, “Tersenekli’s banker (he means Manuk Bey)
sends a letter in Armenian to his companion in Constantinople, informing that
Bayraktar has become the governor of Rusjuk. The armed forces, notable
people and the leaders of 41 provinces have welcomed him. The same banker
writes that Bayraktar has paid Tersenekli’s debts without bothering the latter’s
opponents and he would allocate the remaining money to treasury. Fle has to
apply for the validation of his position in Istanbul”. "'

Manuk became friends with Bayraktar from the very beginning to later
become a close partner for supporting his deeds and smoothing his path.

Future Grand Vizier (Sadrazam) was not ungrateful to Manuk. He in his
turn contributed to Manuk’s rise. It was under Bayrakiar’s reign that Manuk

would be granted the title previously unavailable 1o any Armenian. He would
become the Prince of Moldova.

10 - < 5 a . . :
The archive of Russian foreign relations in Russia, case 129, paper 59

k. Uzuncarsili, pg. 45
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6.
For a Private Treaty of Solidarity

Manuk Bey insinuated Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha the idea of a private
Russo-Turkish treaty that gave him no rest cither while commanding Danubian
Turkish armed forces, or after becoming the Grand Vizier. e would implement
that idea regardless of French machinations. Russo-Turkish enmity was most of
all advantageous for Napoleon and he, more than anyone clse, wanted it to last.

Napoleon’s greatest concern was the fear that Turks and Russians
would conciliate without his participation in the negotiations. In that case his
plan would fail and he would not have any role in the negotiations taking place
in capital Paris.

Napoleon’s fears were not in vain.

The sources at our disposal state that Bayraktar had antipathy towards
the French and was making efforts to conciliate with Russia without French
participation. He endeavored to do so even after the establishment of cenmity at
the same time staying true to his mission as a Commander-in-Chief of Turkish
armed forces fighting against Russia. His cfforts to develop Russo-Turkish
relations would get a new breath after the Truce of Slobozia signed on October
24", 1807 and particularly after Russian new Commander-in-Chief Prozorgy-
sky’s arrival in Bucharest on October 15/27", 1807 who came to substitute
former Commander Michelson, dead in Wallachia a few days before,

In fact, during the Russo-Turkish war Prozorovsky was the most
resourceful among Russian commander-in-Chiefs who welcomed the idea of
amity and managed to develop close relations with Bayraktar. Two comman.-
ders’ efforts did not succeed and they failed to witness the treaty of solidarity
because of different approaches two capitals had towards negotiation process,

especially when it came to Russian demand of land concession. The delay of the

treaty was also caused by events that raged the Ottoman capital,

7

Aftermath of the “Nizam Djedid” " Failure

In summer 1807, Turkey was unstable inside. “Nizam Djedid”, tha

Sultan Selim 11 launched for creating professional armed forces and putting end
indiscipline, became fatal for him. Selim’s decree for
1805 gave risc to complaints w

that
ithin the

to janissaries’
military initiative proclaimed in Mayl, ‘
country. Janissarics were also dissatisfied wulr l.hc fear of being disciplined,
Different classes of the population were complaining about the expenses caused

by “Nizam Djedid” initiative that would create a new burden of taxes.

iR

12 A series of reforms carried out by the Ottoman Sultan Selim 111
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Together with supporters of Selim III and “Nizam Djedid” such as
Abdul Rahman Kadi Pasha, there was a class of notable people that believed in
the failure of reforms. This class was becoming stronger day by day, creating a
wave of complaints that resulted in a movement. The movement was headed by
Kaymakam (lieutenant) Musa Pasha and new mufti’ Attaullah Efendi.

In May, 1807 janissaries’ discontent would burst. A class called yamak'
led by Kabakci Mustafa would start the rebellion, refusing to wear “Nizam
Djedid” uniform. This wave soon attracted other units as well turning into a
revolt. First of all, they one by one destroyed the proponents of the reforms and
later threatened Sultan. To save his throne Sultan betrayed some of his people to
janissaries and even made a decree of dissolving “Nizam Djedid”. But all this
did not work.

Two days after the rebellion on May 17/29", Selim III was dethroned
and arrested in the palace. Janissaries saved his life but instead, placed Mustafa
IV on the throne. Janissaries established an autocratic regime in the country and
sultan became just a “puppet” for them. The dethroned sultan’s all relatives
were persecuted and janissaries’ stewards came to posts sponsored by the above
mentioned kaymakam and mufti. 17 of Sultan Selim’s officials were beheaded
in Meydan."”

The foreigners’ security was guaranteed and they had nothing to be
afraid of. England did not lose the moment to turn to the Sublime Porte to sign a
treaty against France. Commander-in-Chief Sebastiani, the French Ambassador
learnt the news and requested his passes. The terrified Sublime Porte broke its
relations with the English Ambassador. On the other hand, it beheaded Prince
Sutson, the first translator of Divan as he was suspected for revealing the sccrets
of Turkish Government. Commander-in-Chief Sebastiani managed to keep in
touch with Kabakci that would always be powerful and win his support in favor
of France. Due to him Sebastiani rebuilt his influence on Ottoman capital. '

The events taking place in the capital at that time would certainly have
its influence on the front in spite of the truce. Janissaries’ licentiousness could
not help reaching soldiers, affecting their discipline. On the other hand most of
Rumelia governors who were against Sultan Selim’s reforms from the very first
day were now new governors of Constantinople.

Of course the conversations with Russia would stop.

A Muslim legal expert who is empowered to give rulings on religious matters
Auxlliary troops of the army of the Ottoman Empire raised from the local Muslim
populatlnn

* Jeanin Gaver, Turquie, Paris, 1848, pg. 372-373
16 Caroline Furet, Histoire abrcgee de ’Empore ottoman-Constantinople, 1869, pg. 178
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8.
Rusjuk “Yaran”

Janissaries considered themselves victorious vainly as Sultan Selim’s
proponents disappeared and started secretly creating a sympathetic atmosphere
around the dethroned sultan.

Selim’s proponents managed to create rebel cores against Constanti-
nople’s new regime in different corners of the Empire.

Danube Region with its center Rusjuk was one of those cores under the
command of Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha.

Bayraktar was lucky to have a loyal companion like Manuk Bey by his
side. He was Bayraktar’s main supporter after Tersenekili’s death and continued
the same way during the unstable situation in the Ottoman Empire.

Besides Manuk Bey, Bayraktar was also supported by a number of
Turkish officials that had been persecuted and pursued because of being pro-
ponents of Sultan Selim’s reforms. They wanted to create an oppositional core
even in the army.

Among Bayraktar’s first supporters were Senior gavus Mehmed Tahsin
Efendi and Bayraktar’s compatriot Mehmed Emin Behij Efendi who was
responsible for food provision to the army at that time and Kyose Kehya Ahmed
Efendi who had substituted Bayraktar as the governor of Rusjuk after the latter
had been appointed to the posts of the governor of Silistra and the Commander-
in-Chief of the armed forces.

Being persecuted by janissaries, more notable people were joining
Bayraktar’s team. Among them were Abdullah Ramiz, Mustafa Refik and Meh-
med Said Galib; respectable officials under the reign of Sultan Selim.

This group, that was called Rusjuk Yaran, would have its decisive role
in new events that would soon rage Turkey again.

While referring to Rusjuk Yaran, 17 Turkish historians generally ignore
Manuk Bey. For instance, Ismail Uzancarsili devoted a whole monograph to
three main figures of Danube Region in which he does not uncover Manuk
Bey’s deeds and role, just slightly mentioning his name as Bayraktar’s banker.
It is necessary to remember that many facts and documents about Bayraktar’s

life and work are still unfamiliar to Turkish historians and the documents we are

going to publish will be revelation for them as well.

We are grateful to Russian historian Muller A. F. who writes about
Manuk Bey’s important role in Russo-Turkish relations in his monograph
devoted to Bayraktar that is based on the documents from Russian archives. He
also writes about Manuk Bey’s participation in Rusjuk’s group and claim that

17 Hereinafter referred to as Rusjuk group
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Ahmed Efendi, the governor of Rusjuk and Manuk Mirzayan (better known as
Manuk Bey) were also members of that group “though Turkish historians do not
remember them”. Muller writes, “Manuk Bey played a more modest but cqually
important role. Being a Christian, he would not like to have a governing post in
Turkish government. But Bayraktar’s financial means and the connections of
his commercial activitics were under Manouk Bey’s control. Manuk Bey was
also responsible for another important task, i.e. regular payment of wages (o
soldiers. Finally, Manuk was a very wealthy person and though iron and gold
were “functioning hand in hand™ in Turkey those days, they still did not have
equal rights. The sword was more fearful, while the money was more powerful.
Hence, Manuk Bey was introduced as “Eminence grise”. '

The Russian historian also refers to Manuk Bey’s connections with
defunct Tersenekli, emphasizing that he had an important influence on the
formation of Tersenekli’s pro-Russian moods.

The same Muller says the following in his spcech about Ramiz Pasha in
Bucharest, “If Abdullah Ramiz Efendi was Mustala Pasha’s right hand in
Rusjuk group, then famous Armenian banker Manuk Bey Mirzayan was the lelt
one”.

As we can sce later, this Rusjuk group would have an undeniable role
for Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha.

9.
Napoleon Makes Turks Angry

Rusjuk group had two main goals: to free the country from janissarics’
tyranny and to try to develop relations with Russia, firstly putting end to the
war. These goals were the ones each patriot aimed to realize in those difficult
days for Turkey when “The Sick Man” refused to recover, being destroyed
inside and surrounded with external danger.

Hence, Rusjuk group did not consist of Russian betrayers. They made
up their mind to beware of France and aimed at establishing connections with
Russia out of belief that a country would be in danger when relying on “remote
saints”. The members of Rusjuk group who were able to escape from janissaries
had to seek shelter in Russia. That’s why the news was spread among Turks that
former Commander-in-Chief Bayraktar was a Russian agent and betrayer.

Anyway, Turks had reasons for being beware of Napoleon. They could
witness that the French Emperor was inclined to warm relations with Russia at
the expense of Turkey, while encouraging the latter in Russo-Turkish battle.

** A. F. Muller, Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha, Moscow, 1947
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Shortly afler sending Commander-in-Chief Sebiastiani to Constantinople as a
savior of the Ottoman Empire, Napoleon signed several agreements. Some of
them scemed to be in favor of “The Sick Man”, while the others were prone to
support its enemies. Turks could not take into account that Napolcon himsell
was confused about his different opponents. His confusion led to sign difTerent
{rcatics onc after another. Napoleon’s thirst for glory, passion for adventurism
and suspicion for both proponents and opponents caused discrepancy especially
in his attitude towards Turkey.

While terrified Turkish governors were not able to see positive sides off
events, the patriotic group of Turks gathered in Rusjuk could better evaluate the
situation. Napoleon signed the Treaty of Tilsit with Russia on July 7M. 1807
Rusjuk group would have felt some danger from it, even if they had not known
Napoleon’s secret intention, i.e. “if treaty of solidarity was not signed between
Russia and the Sublime Porte within three months, France would unite with
Russia and both sides would agree to free all provinces of the Ottoman Empire
in Europe from Turkish yoke except Constantinople and Rumelia Region™
(Article 8).

The Truce of Slobozia between Russia and Turkey succceded on
August 12/24"™ 1807 and was signed due to Giyermino’s efforts whom
Napoleon had sent to Wallachia to organize a ftruce between two sides.
However, Rusjuk group did not want the negotiations to take place in Paris
under Napoleon’s control who would allegedly protect Turkish intercsts as
persuaded before by French agents.

A Turkish historian and professor Enver Ziya Karal is the author of “The
Ottoman History”, volume V, which includes the period of 1789-1856. Talking
about the Russo-Turkish Treaty of Tilsit signed on July 9", 1807 he says,
“Napoleon took advantage of Russo-Turkish battles as Russia had to allocate
much forces to the fight in Turkish frontier and lost the Battle of Friedland to
France, hence having to negotiate with Napoleon™.

The historian continues, “Napoleon sacrificed Turkish amity in Tilsit and
even referred to Turks as wildlings that can no longer be humans. In fact,
Napoleon used Turkey in his foreign policy as a pawn and a tool. He thought to
guarantce Russian support in his European plans through Turkey”. I

The same days as Rusjuk group resided in the capital of the Ottoman
Empire and Bayraktar managed to occupy the post of the Grand Vizier and
s were being made with Russia to sign the treaty of solidarity

negotiation
on October 12", 1808 the very same France would

without the help of France,
agree with Russia in Erfurt to “have Danube as a boundary™.

" Enver Ziya Karal, Osmanli tarihi, vol. V, 1961, pg. 102-103
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Enver Ziya Karal says that Turkish officials understood Napoleon’s
bifacial policy towards Turkey and realized that “there is no need to remain ally

with France”. 2

10.
Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha

Napoleon could not help worrying about the unexpected turn of events in
Danube. He lost his trustworthy companion in the face of Selim, whose naivety
could have easily been used in favor of his plans. On the other hand, his former
companions were now Rusjuk members inclined to the idea of Russo-Turkish
amity.

Turkish chronicler Enderuni Bekir Efendi writes that after the events of
Constantinople in 1807 Commander-in-Chief Sebastiani left the capital and met
Bayraktar on his way to France. He tried to cunningly convince the latter to
again place Selim to his throne, who would obviously follow French policy. *'

However, Bayraktar was not so naive to be caught in his trap. People
around him, particularly his close advisor Manuk Bey were also vigilant.

The French consuls of Danube Region could not help worrying about
Manuk Bey’s influence on Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha. His influence would
become dangerous for France when Rusjuk group’s plans of Russo-Turkish
amity turned into actions.

In January 1808, Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha and Ahmed Efendi, the gover-
nor of Rusjuk were already writing to Prince Ypsilantis in Kiev for the purpose
of amity. They hoped that the prince of Wallachia would use his connections
with Russia to smooth the way of Russo-Turkish amity. B

Poghos Sebastyan, Ypsilantis’ former companion also writes to him,
saying that Bayraktar, Ahmed Efendi and Manuk Bey are for him and against
Sutsu, who came to take his post in Bucharest.

The attempts of amity would hardly succeed if Prince Prozorovsky did
not become the Commander-in-Chief of Russian army.

Prozorovsky’s first contact with Turks was at the beginning of 1808. In
his amicable letter to Bayraktar he asks to pass three confidential letters to their
addressees. The recipients were Grand Vizier Celebi Mustafa Pasha, Reis
Efendi and Nishanchi Bashi. The main subject of the letters was the exchange
of captives. In reality, the return of some Turk captives became the subject to
create contact between two sides.

 Enver Ziya Karal, Osmanli tarihi, vol. V, 1961, pg. 103
*' Enderuni Bekir Efendi, Vaka i cedide, pg. 30-31
* The archives of Russian foreign relations in Russia, case 1918, pg. 153-154
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In response, Bayraktar writes to Prozorovsky on February 7", 1808
(January 26™) that his confidential letters have been sent to addressees and
expresses his wish for soon reconciliation of their countries™. Bayraktar’s letter
(we will refer to its full version in the article) was the second favorable step for
starting relations with Russia.

On February 10™ (January 30"), 1808 Prozorovsky informs the Minister
of Foreign Affairs Rumyantsev about his application to Turkish sadrazam (the
Grand Vizier) sent through Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha, adding that the latter
showed amity in his response and even sent gifts to him. Attaching the copy of
his letter sent to the Grand Vizier, Prozorovsky wants to know what impression

his application has made on the autocrat. U
In this letter on February 10", 1808 Prozorovsky also speaks about the

impression he got from Bayraktar’s letter, especially focusing on the motives
for signing the treaty of solidarity. The reader will find Prozorovsky’s letter in
the article as well.

On April 23",1808 we will find Poghos Sebastyan in lasi®; one of those
four Sebastyans (Poghos, Mesrop, Gabriel and Martin) who were familiar with
political nuances of the region and collaborated with Manuk Bey within the
framework of his diplomatic activities. He had a duty of putting contacts and
negotiations into practice.

Indeed, Poghos Sebastyan’s meeting with Prozorovsky had the desired
outcome as Prozorovsky decided to send his delegate to Rusjuk for meeting
Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha.

The French agents’ concern grew in 1808 as the Russian delegate arrived
in Rusjuk. That person was Bervits, who first met Manuk Bey as the latter was
responsible for negotiations with Russia and also reserved the right of
concession even though it was outside of his military competence. It could be a

matter of discussion only in the Sublime Porte.
In June 1808, Meriaj, the French consul of Vidin writes to his

government from Rusjuk that a Russian titled officer has already arrived at the
end of May and stopped at Manuk Bey, Mustafa Pasha’s banker who is also his
advisor and agent together with Poghos Sebastyan and the owner of great
estates in Wallachia. Meriaj says that the Russian agent has come to negotiate
with Mustafa Pasha. He wants the Sublime Porte to call back Muhib Efendi,
{heir delegate in Paris and aims at ending negotiations in Slobozia without a
mediator, in that way leaving French mediation out due to which the provinces

. 163-164
L171-174
. 124-129

3 The archives of Russian foreign relations in Russia, case 1919, pg.
2 The archives of Russian foreign relations in Russia, case 1919, pg
25 The archives of Russian foreign relations in Russia, case 1918, pg
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invaded by Russia must have been emptied out. All the suggestions are not
known.

Meriaj continues, “The Russian officer or agent stayed at Manuk Bey for
34 days, met Mustafa’s trusted person Kyose Kehya Ahmed Efendi who had
been serving in the Sublime Porte. Mustafa Pasha reported the Sublime Porte
about Russian suggestions but Sultan rejected them. Kyose Kehya was called to
Adrianople and was reprimanded for getting involved in such suggestions.
Russia made promises to Manuk Bey and it is said that he has already received
the monopoly of salt mine in Wallachia that will annually bring a profit of two
million”, *

The Truce of Slobozia needed to be prolonged in order to continue
relations.

On July 6/18", 1808 Prozorovsky writes to Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha that
he is ready to prolong the Truce till the end of negotiations in Paris for Russo-
Turkish conciliation.

It seemed Russia already started trusting Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha.
They were also aware of Bayraktar’s efforts to get rid of French custody.

On July 14/26", 1808 Prozorovsky informs Rumyantsev about Barak-
tar’s plans against France as Manuk Bey reported him before. 2’

On July 25", (August 6th), 1808 in his report about the meeting with
Manuk Bey, Bevrits also refers to Turks’ not so much amicable attitude towards
France.”®

11.
Napoleon and His Bites

Napoleon’s bifacial policy with Turks did not prevent him from trying
to win their trust again.

There were some bites in his efforts that he would use from time to time
for attracting Turkey to his side and keeping its enmity with Russia.

One of the bites was the military assistance in the face of Dalmatian
army that Napoleon had promised to send to Danube to help Turks in the
struggle with Russia. Commander-in-Chief Sebastiani himself made this sug-
gestion on the first days of moving to Constantinople.

In his biography, Manuk Bey reports that on November 24", 1810 he
wrote from Bucharest to Hovakim Lazaryan, the Prince of Petersburg to remind
him of his service to Russia.

e - Hurmuzachi, Documents, appendix B, pg. 517
” The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 1921, paper 443
* The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 1921, papers 404-405
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“Witnessing my service some sneakers incited Turks’ and some
Europeans’ enmity against me. However, I never broke my will and loyalty.
Moreover, while the war was igniting the country and Europeans were sacri-
ficing properties, I became more encouraged and industrious. They were con-
tinuously weaving new things to drive Russian forces out of cities in order to

save their Dalmatian®’ compatriots. I could hardly persuade pasha not to accept
p y p p p

their suggestion. He did so”. o

On March 12-24™ 1810 the Commander-in-Chief of Russian armed
forces General Bagration sends a record from Bucharest, asking the Tsar to
grant Manuk Bey the Order of Saint Vladimir for his unselfish service to Rus-
sian armed forces. He also remembers the following fact:

“During the Russo-Turkish war Commander-in-Chief Sebastiani sug-
gested the Sublime Porte sending a French army of 25000 to Danube through
Bosnia. The Sublime Porte accepted this suggestion but it needed to convince
Mustafa Bayraktar to allow the movement of French army through the region
under his control. A letter was sent to him and, at the same time, Commander-
in-Chief Sebastiani sent his brother-in-law Khon and a French officer to
persuade Bayraktar. Following Manuk Bey’s advice, Bayraktar Pasha rejected
French agents and sent them back. This rejection incited Commander-in-Chief
Sebastiani’s enmity towards Manuk Bey. He became Manuk’s deadly enemy
and complained about him in the Sublime Porte, calling him a bribed bet-
rayer”. "'

On November 24", 1810 Manuk Bey refers to the crusade of Europcan

newspapers in his long letter sent to Hovakim Lazarovich, his colleague in

Petersburg:
“Witnessing my service, some Europeans who were hostile to Russia

spread news about me in newspapers as if 1 am the deadly enemy of the

; < s 32
Ottoman Empire and close partner of Russia™.

In this way Manuk Bey would become a target for the French and all

those who wanted Russia and Turkey to be enemies.

12.
Invasion to Constantinople
In July 1808 Rusjuk Yaran hurried to start its activities. The unbearable
regime that janissaries had established in the Ottoman capital having a “puppet”

S S EE
29 Catholic Croatians living in the territory of former South Slavs

39 The central state historical archive in Leningrad, fund 880, case 7, papers 76-83
3! The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 1937, papers 178-1 8]
32 The central state historical archive in Leningrad, fund 880, case 7, papers 76-83
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on the throne in the face of Mustafa IV, worried people who could foresee the
expected disaster in Turkey.

A French famous historian Rambo describes him as follows, “New
sultan Mustafa IV had long been known for his aversion towards reforms. The
Ottoman countries attributed it to the news from Europe because Mustafa IV
was an unversed person and could think of nothing but his amusement”. -

Concerned with the dangers threatening the country, Rusjuk group
found it unacceptable to behave like an audience and do nothing. It became
necessary “to kill the evil in its own lair” which was not an easy task, indeed. It
was not only a matter of risk, but also experience.

In order to fulfill their great plan, Rusjuk group needed both Manuk
Bey’s advice and his financial support. Manuk Bey would play a remarkable
role in the success of great invasion.

It is worth recalling that Ramiz who would later become Bayraktar’s
right hand, was not involved in the group from the very beginning. He had been
exiled to Filibe (present Plovdiv) during Mustafa [V’s regime. Manuk Bey’s
trustworthy companion Papik would visit him and persuade to join Bayraktar’s
team.

Rusjuk group’s main mission was destroying janissaries’ power,
dethroning Mustafa and placing Selim III to throne again. There was no other
way to succeed but for military invasion to Constantinople. Bayraktar Mustala
would head this invasion on his own.

It is quite obvious that the movement necded some preparatory work.
First of all they must have paved the way without giving rise to doubt among
Sultan and the Grand Vizier Celebi Mustafa Pasha about their real motives. For
that purpose, Bayraktar sent Behij to Edirne to assure the Grand Vizier that the
mission of Bayraktar’s movement would only be directed against janissaries.
Later Behij left for Constantinople. On the other hand, Bayraktar’s another
trustworthy person Haji Alin, having just a little group of conspirators by his
side managed to take yamaks’ leader Kabakci unawares in his house in Fanaraki
and send his head to Bayraktar.

The events rapidly followed each other. On July 23", Bayraktar came to
Constantinople with his trustworthy army. Sultan and sadrazam were taken
aback. They just realized that Bayraktar had not come to Constantinople to
restrain jannisaries. They were right. At first he took sadrazam's seal from
Mustafa Celebi and relieved the officials and mufti of their posts and eliminated
yamaks' military units.

* Rembaud, Histoire générale, VIII, pg. 674
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Five days later, on July 18™ Bayraktar walked to the palace. Mustafa
had guessed he was coming to dethrone him and place Selim to the throne
instead. But he would not allow. The doors of the palace did not open for a long
time and when Bayraktar finally managed to go in, he found Selim III's corpse.
Mustafa had ordered to strangle him.

The throne could not be empty. Bayraktar placed Mustafa's young
brother to the throne. He could hardly be found hid under the blankets during
the invasion as Mustafa had wanted to kill him as well.

The new sultan made Bayraktar stay by his side and gave him the seal
of the Grand Vizier on the day of enthronement. New sadrazam's first act was
the revenge for Selim. He brutally punished the authors and accomplices of his
murder and Sultan Mustafa's relatives. On the very first day of his post he
displayed 33 heads in front of the palace. He beheaded the former kaymakam
Mustafa Tayar Pasha that aimed to become a sadrazam. Former Grand Vizier
Mustafa Pasha was exiled to Ismail. Only Mustafa 1V's life was saved and he
was imprisoned.

Bayraktar’s all companions in Rusjuk held posts. Ramiz became the
Kabudan Pasha, Mustafa Refik filled the position of Kehya Bey, Mehmed Seid
Galib became the defterdar (Minister of Finance). They formed four pillars of

Bayraktar’s hall.
He undertook the plan of reforms, first of all creating a regular army

that would be called Seymen.

13.
Russo-Turkish Contacts in Rusjuk

When Bayraktar headed to the capital of Rusjuk in 1808, the newly
started Russo-Turkish connections were in danger. Still, Bayraktar was reaso-
nable enough to empower Manuk Bey to negotiate on Bayraktar's behalf in his
absence. Bayraktar's endless trust towards Manuk Bey from the very beginning
and the latter's devotion enabled Bayraktar to take a risk. Bayraktar showed his
trust when asking for Manuk Bey's advice at a distance, empowering him to
take actions, giving him white but sealed papers or leaving some space in letters
blank for Manuk Bey to fill them before sending.

Hence, Manuk Bey had to stay in Rusjuk to continue Russo-Turkish
contacts that entered a new stage those days.

Accordingly, when Baron Bervits, Prince Prozorovsky's delegate arri-

ved in Rusjuk on July 11" 1808, Manuk Bey wecomed him as Bayraktar had

already left for Constantinople.
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Manuk Bey would also meet Russian delegates, arriving in Rusjuk after
Baron Bervits. Prince Merchikov was one of them.

Much later someone who was introduced as “beizaden” in Russian
documents would also come to Rusjuk to meet Manouk Bey.

Manuk Bey reported Bayraktar about all those meetings. Iis records
sent to Constantinople were not saved to our days maybe being lost in Turkish
archives. However we know about them from Bayraktar’s responses that Manuk
Bey used to keep in his archive. Our readers will get acquainted with them in
the documents attached to this article.

On August 6", 1813 Manuk Bey sent biographic notes to Hovakim
Lazaryants, the Prince of Siberia in which he indicated that after becoming the
Grand Vizier Bayraktar had trusted the contact with Prozorovsky to him.

“In order not to ask for the support of other countries, Bayraktar
authorized me to negotiate with Prozorovsky about the conciliation with

Russia”.

14.
Days of Bayraktar as Sadrazam

After Bayraktar’s appointment to the post of sadrazam the contacts of
fighting sides would enter a new stage. Sadrazam wanted to develop relations,
clearly foreseeing dangers that threatened Turkey in case of long-lasting enmity.
The discussions between Manuk Bey and Russian delegations in Rusjuk were
semi-official though they were made on behalf of Bayraktar, and Manuk Bey
had all his letters. Bayraktar’s goal was formalizing those discussions and
organizing the first official contact in the Ottoman capital with Manuk Bey’s
participation. As it can be seen in the documents, Bayraktar called Manuk Bey
to Constantinople for not only introducing him to the new sultan and granting
the imperial edict for the name of the Prince of Moldova, but also having him
by his side during official negotiations.

He would need Manuk Bey when Russian delegate Captain Krasnokutsky
arrived in Constantinople for making the contacts official, that is to say for
officially passing Prozorovsky’s letter to the Sublime Porte and receiving the
answer of the Turkish government.

Alas, Manuk Bey could not leave for Rusjuk immediately as ordered by
Bayraktar as there were some problems. that only Manuk Bey could solve. So,
being invited to Constantinople on September 14", he could leave only on

* The central state historical archive in Leningrad, fund 880, case 7, pg. 76-83
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October 6" and arrived 10 days later, being welcomed by a group of 100
Armenians. **

Johann Bibika Rosetti and Poghos Sebastyan left for Constantinople with
Manuk Bey to support him.*® At the beginning of the war Rosetti was the
deputy of the Prince of lasi and later he moved to Silistra to help Bayraktar in
his diplomatic relations. As regarded Poghos Sebastyan, we already know him.

Manuk Bey’s trustworthy companion Papik was also with him in
Constantinople. He was next to Manuk Bey during all his activities and was
familiar with all stages of his work. He was the one to write down memoirs
about Manuk that would later be used by Mser Mseryan to write Manuk Bey’s
biography.

It is worth mentioning that Turkish historians pass by Manuk Bey’s
mission in Rusjuk as well as his role in Constantinople on these fatal days.

Fortunately, Krasnokutsky wrote down all details of his mission in
Constantinople, telling that he arrived in Constantinople on November 12" and
firstly met Manuk Bey. He also writes that the welcome was very warm and
Prozorovsky’s letter was solemnly read in Divan and he was promised to
receive the Turkish answer in two days, i.e. on November 14™. He adds that on
November 15" Turkish delegation with Constantine Mourouzis as a translator
would leave for Iasi for final negotiations as Mnauk Bey had reported before. L

Based on Papik’s memoirs Mseryan also described the welcome of
Russian delegate in the Sublime Porte:

“Mustafa Pasha welcomed Krasnokurtsky whom Russian Commander-
in-Chief had sent as a messenger together with a translator. Bayraktar only had
Manuk Bey by his side. When Krasnokurtsky read the letter, Bayraktar told
him, “Napoleon promised to battle against Russia and drive them out from
Wallachia and Moldova. Due to wise and trustworthy Manuk Bey, we realized

that this promise was just a bait of France and nothing would be done on that

matter”. B
Mseryan adds that Bayraktar’s conversation with the Russian delegate

was short because he wanted to continue negotiations in Rusjuk where he would

go after Bayram.
Bayraktar instructed Manuk Bey to send gifts to the Tsar through

Krasnokurtsky. Diamond jewelry in the form of diamond crescent and a star and

reign relations in Russia, case 1922, pg. 317
reign relations in Russia, case 1922, pg. 86-87
ly notes about the trip to Constantinople in 1808, Moscow,

35 The archive of Russian fo
36 The archive of Russian fo
37 Krasnokutstky A. G. Dai
1815, pg. 25 and 29-30 s
3 Mseryan M. Manuk Bey Mirzayan’s biography, pg. 170 (manuscripts are kept in the
Matenadaran after Mesrop Mashtots)
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255000 mined coins would be given to Krasnokurtsky after Bayram.

Napoleon’s agents also knew about Russo-Turkish contact.

On December 31* Meriaj writes to Talleyrand from Vidin that “he is surc
that in spite of the events taking place in Paris, the Grand Vizier Mustafa
privately negotiates with Russia through Ypsilantis’ former agents Manukchi
(he means Manuk Bey) and Poghos who left for Bucharest after the revolution
in Constantinople”.

However, negotiations with Russian delegate would stop because of the
awful events in the Ottoman capital.

15.
Bayraktar’s Tragic Death

Bayraktar’s reign did not last long. In fact, his power as a sadrazam
appeared to be less stable than it was during the struggle against janissaries. The
glory started to change him. Bayraktar’s soldiers moved to Rusjuk from Cons-
tantinople. Bayraktar decided to ignore janissaries, as if they were evermore
destroyed. In reality, they were waiting for a proper moment for revenge.

Bayraktar ignored even Manuk Bey’s advice, who was asking to leave his
work in Constantinople and move to Rusjuk to be in safety. Bayraktar could not
decline young sultan’s request and decided to stay by his side, aiming at
implementing Sultan Selim’s reforms with the help of respectable people of
Anatolia and Rumelia who had promised to support.

Janissaries were secretly conspiring, waiting for the best moment to terror
the city again. That moment arrived. On the Islamic holiday Laylat al-Qadr, that
coincided with Ramadan (November 14"), Bayraktar gave leave to his loyal
soldiers who were watching the city and only a few soldiers were left in the
Sublime Porte.

That night janissaries attacked Bayraktar’s people spread in the city and
6000 of them invaded the Sublime Porte that was watched by only 200 soldiers.
At first, they ignited houses around, later destroyed the Grand Vizier’s
properties. After heroic self-defense Bayraktar became fully desperate and
burned the barrels of powder kept in the tower where he lived. the next day only
his corpse would be found.

Bayraktar’s people, that were spread throughout the city, could not reach
the Sublime Porte to help him. Nevertheless, they resisted in different corners of
the city, hurrying to defend Sultan Mahmud in the palace that was also invaded.
Now, the crowd wanted to dethrone Sultan Mahmud and return Mustafa instead.
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Their cries became decisive for Mustafa. Mahmud’s people strangled him, thus
revenging for Sultan Selim.

However, rebels would finally win.

Bayraktar’s companions had nothing to do but escaping from the capital.
Manuk Bey was one of them.

Russo-Turkish negotiations stopped. Russian delegate Krasnokurtsky
happened to be with Manuk Bey that fatal day, who had arrived to know the
answer of Turkish Government and return to Prozorovsky the next day.

However, he had also no choice but leaving Constantinople.

16.
Bayraktar’s Co-thinkers Gather in Rusjuk
After Bayraktar’s murder one-time Rusjuk group was razed to the
ground. Its main members that had hurried to Constantinople to take governing
posts under Bayraktar’s reign, had serious rcasons for being afraid of
janissaries’ revenge. They found a shelter in Rusjuk that was still free from
janissaries’ influence and was governed by Bayraktar’s former right hand

Kyose Kehya Ahmed.
So, Bayraktar’s co-thinkers gathered in Rusjuk and cven started

thinking about organizing rebellion against Turkish Government. Alas, it was
beyond their power. Janissaries were gradually strengthening their positions in
Constantinople and were now trying to make Mahmud Il a “puppet”. The only
reason for saving Mahmud’s life was his origin. He was the last member of Al-
Osman family and there was no any other male candidate to place to the throne.

On the other hand, the new regime gained points of support in Rumelia
regions and attracted governors to surround Rusjuk.

Yet, Constantinople hesitated for a moment. They even acknowledged
Kyose Kehya Ahmed Efendi as the governor of Rusjuk. We may suppose that
Sultan had a role in this decision. It was Ahmed Efendi who had found Mahmud
and saved his life on the day of Selim’s murder.

On January 28" 1809 Meriaj writes to Shampan from Craiova, “The
Sublime Porte had to acknowledge Kyose Efendi as the Commander-in-Chief of
Turkish armed forces in Danube. Kyose had long been negotiating with Russia
like Manukchi (Manuk Bey) who is a wealthy man and an important figure in
Wallachia and is currently living in Rusjuk. Kyose Kehya received gifts through

Kiriko, the Russian consul in Bucharest. o
Besides Manuk Bey, Kabudan Pasha Ramiz and Inge Bay soon

gathered around Ahmed Efendi, ready to support him.

3 Hurmuzanchi, Documents, appendix, pg. 536
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Rusjuk former group’s member Mchmet Tahsin, who had been the
Minister of Finance (refterdar) under Bayratar’s reign, was also murdered
during janissaries” attack on November 14", 1808.

Only Mehmet Said Galib Bey who was also Rusjuk group’s member
and chaired foreign affairs as Reis Efendi under the reign of Bayraktar, could
escape persecution. Moreover, he would have his participation in the country’s
foreign affairs under the name Reis Efendi in future as well. As next article
indicates, he would lead Turkish delegation in Russo-Turkish peace
negotiations and would always preserve good relations with Manuk Bey.

As known, the enmity would last three and a half year. Together with
military actions, attempts of conciliation would also be made during that period
of time and Manuk Bey would always have his active participation in it.

Hokok

Undoubtedly France was delighted with Bayraktar’s death. The most
dreadful obstacle for their plans disappeared. France hoped that new governors
of Constantinople would stop Russo-Turkish negotiations for conciliation and
would furiously continue the war.

France would have experienced the same delight when Rusjuk’s core had
completely destroyed. In that case, France would get rid of the last group of
people who wanted to develop relations with Russia.

However, events proceeded in another way.

17.
In the Language of Documents

Before closing the first phase of Russo-Turkish negotiations caused by
Bayraktar’s death, we decided to attach some documents from Manuk Bey’s
archive.

These documents that are being published for the first time, come to
uncover Manuk Bey’s important role in the efforts of developing Russo-Turkish
relations and to show the endless trust Bayraktar had towards Manuk Bey not
only while being the governor of Rusjuk and the Commander-in-Chief of
Turkish armed forced in Danube but also after becoming sadrazam.

These documents also show the Russian military officials’ respect
towards Manuk Bey that would strengthen after 1808 when he acted in favor of
Russia. He did so firstly helping Russian armed forces in its future activities and
later contributing to the process of Russo-Turkish treaty of solidarity. As the
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second part of the article shows, this agreement seriously influenced Napoleon’s
failure,

Some documents have also been taken from Russian foreign relations
archive. We will make use of their copies that were saved in Manuk Bey's
archives in Bucharest. We aim at uncovering the first phase of Russo-Turkish
contact, particularly Bayraktar-Prozorovsky relations. Another range of docu-
ments will be attached to the second part of the article and it will be dedicated
to Manuk Bay’s role in the Treaty of Bucharest.

I
From Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha to Prince Prozorovsky
Rusjuk, February 7" (January 26"), 1808

My grand and majestic friend,

I cannot express my happiness when I read your letter that so evidently
introduced your wish to re-establish the harmony and mutual understanding
between two empires and to strengthen the ties that already unite them, thus
presenting people the so much required rest and peace. These feelings come to
complete the High opinion about you which is the reason for my devotion to
you. I cannot stop wishing you well-being and always looking forward to your
amity. It is known that the Ottoman Empire desires to establish peace with the
Russian Empire and rebuild their one-time amity if Petersburg’s royal court
wishes the same as indicated in your amicable letter, and nothing corresponds
with the views of the Sublime Porte better. And undoubtedly this is why after
the Treaty of Tilsit Russian royal court authorized you to negotiate and sign the
so desired treaty of solidarity between the two empires. When trusting this
mission to a bright-minded person like you, Russian royal court intended
nothing but hastening the process of re-establishing amity and ideal harmony
that once happened to exist between one-time allies. We are likely to facilitate
this process and achieve the desired result sooner with the help of direct
relations we have adopted. It is clear that you would like to contribute as a
person who has authorities to take measures for succeeding.

As you have already opened the door to conciliation and amity, it is
reasonable of you not to close it anymore, being guided by truthfulness and
honesty as always and ignoring formalities. We should have no third party and
should be in permanent and direct correspondence if we want to preserve the
amity. Following the rules of bravery and being a serviceman, 1 never entrust
my work to others and do not allow anyone intervene in it as I am used to doing
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my job on my own. As a brave and noble man you should behave in a friendly
manner and our responses and relations should be only known to us.

Our posts oblige to serve our sovereigns that sponsor us, be helpful to
people and endeavor to create rest and peace for our nations. So, Mustala Pasha
is writing to Prozorovsky without formalities to honestly share his
considerations in this letter that is sent through our trustworthy man. We expect
honest reciprocity from your side when you receive and read it. We would ask
to stay true to our amity and honest relations. *°

II.
From Prince Prozorovsky to Russia’s Foreign Minister Rumyantsev
Iasi, February 10" (January 29"), 1808

You may remember my letters about Seresker!' Mustafa Pasha who had
started to develop amicable relations with me through letters or my messengers
sent to him. In one of his letters addressed to me he said to have gained a new
companion in the face of me.

On January 22", 1 reported you the ending of his letter in my writing N
72. Now I am sending the copy of Mustafa Pasha’s translated letter under the
heading E.

Your Highness will certainly be surprised with his suggestion and
amicable expressions. You can see enclosed its translation of the letter and the
list of gifts | have received. I should send them to my wife at the first oppor-
tunity as they are all for feminine use.

[ may conclude from the letter that Mustafa Pasha does not trust the
Sublime Porte and wants to sign a treaty of solidarity with Russia in private
conditions so that we appoint him the governor of this region and act against
The Sublime Porte together. On the other hand, different passages of his letter
prove that he preserves that duty for two emperors. Hence, we should notice
that the Sublime Porte knew about this letter and he was only used as a means
to send it.

The information under the heading F (though not being official) assures
that the French messenger brought unpleasant news to the Sublime Porte from
Paris, i.e. the pretentions of Russia and France demand the secession of some
regions from the territory of the Ottoman Empire. Now has the Sublime Porte
lost his faith in mediator Napoleon and does it want to sign a treaty with Russia

“ The archive of Russian foreign relations in Russia, case 1919, pg. 163-164, French
translation
! Minister of Defense
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in private conditions without the third party? It is something that cannot be
fulfilled secretly.

My response to Mustafa Pasha was based on my conjecture. Its copy
can be found enclosed under the heading G. In the existing situation, I must
have showed him my honesty. I had to give a long explanation to Mustafa
Pasha, stating that | do not believe Turkey would cede territories and finally
proved him that the author of the plan could possibly be England for making us
signing this private treaty with the Sublime Porte so that to re-establish alliance
with our royal court. ,

Should the French happen to read my friendly letter, nothing is written
there that may correspond with their interests. [ have just shown His Imperial
Highness’ wish to establish peace in the world particularly between the two
empires, indicating at the same time that the treaty of solidarity should be
signed honorably and without concealed benefits. In the ending of the letter I
disclosed their similar machinations.

Lastly, in response to Mustafa Pasha’s gifts, I sent him the best [ur-coat
costing 3000 rubles. For this purpose, I would ask to send me some things as it
is impossible to foresee when 1 will need them.

Now, 1 will be glad if His Imperial Highness approves my gifts.

You know very well how complicated political problem can be even for
people who get used to them from early years. If I have some experience, it is
gained due to my service in armed forces. Hence, 1 would ask you to gladden
me as soon as possible with the news about His Imperial Highness’ evaluation
please, let me know your opinion and
ur amiability you make me be grateful to
devotion towards you.*?

of my tactics. At the same time,
conclusions you have come 10. With yo
you and preserve my sincere respect and

II1.
From Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha to Manuk Bey
Constantinople, August 26", (Rajab® 3™ 1223)

your letters one after another and got acquainted with their
the warm welcome you had organized for
rvits, Prince Menchikov arriving after him

I received
content. I was glad to know about
Admiral Prozorovsky’s delegate Be
and Beizade™ who arrived the last.

L R —
%2 The archive of Russian foreign relations
43 th o onth of Islamic calendar

# gon of a Prince

in Russia, case 1919, pg. 171-174
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I do agree with the answers you gave during the discussions as they
fully correspond with current requirements.

As regards the orders that you asked for, though not being actual yet as
the conciliation has not started, I will organize it soon.

Mahmut II’s enthronement and my appointment to the post of the Grand
Vizier prevented from answering Prozorovsky’s last two letters. To my beliel
he is aware of the current situation and will send another letter and as we can
predict good preconditions concerning the European problem, I wrote a letter to
the field-marshal, informing that I have given some instructions to you. As you
see | have sent the letter addressed to him, leaving a part of it blank so that you
can fill. Below I will give you the above mentioned instructions so that you
know what to do.

I read the response of the commander (muhafiz) of Vidin and its French
consul’s letter concerning the problem of Serbia that the French agent in
Constantinople had received and sent to Reis Efendi, our Minister of Foreign
Affairs. Prozorovsky must be informed.

It is clear that problems were always solved with the help of power. As
a caution to Russia, we should try to strengthen those regions with armed forces
and with God’s help we will do the same in future.

According to the news that 1 get, there is a rebellion in Spain. Taking
into account the fanaticism and naivety of Spanish people, they will not give up.
Accordingly, Bonaparte has to move armies from Poland and other places into
Spain.

The French agent will try to reject this news particularly about Austrian
preparations that anyway confirm its reality.

In response to Beizade’s concern of whether Russia can rely on Turkey
in case the war with France resumes, state that in such a case Turkey will not let
Russia down. On that occasion we can refer to the problem of seven islands.

Taking into account the situation in Spain and the events that rage the
world, it becomes clear that both countries will benefit from conciliation that
was shattered for nothing.

Please inform field-marshal about all these points in a proper way and
ask to send the response.

Besides, learn about Spanish-French events and ask whether Austria-
Russia negotiations will take place. Let us know as soon as you get response.

Should you be asked anything about us, tell them you should come here
but do not know the exact time.

We believe in your power and fully trust you.
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Try to find ways to sign a private treaty, thus making a great service not
only to me but also to the Ottoman Empire.

Should we not achieve the desired result the counteraction will be
dangerous in France. Hence, you should be very careful in your actions.

MUSTAFA
The archive of History Museum of Bucharest, Nr. 26510 Original.
Turkish,
Iv.

From Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha to Manouk Bey
Constantinople, September 14", 1808

Majestic and loyal Manuk Bey,

I got acquainted with your letters sent through Kucuk Tatar Khalil. I am
writing this note to inform that you can move to Constantinople if your abscnce
does not endanger Rusjuk and Danube regions. Discuss with your companions
and as mentioned above come here if you find it appropriate. I hope you will act

as needed.
MUSTAFA
The archive of History Museum of Bucharest, Nr. 26419 Original.
Turkish.
V.

From Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha to Manuk Bey
Constantinople, September 14", 1808

I received your response and sent a letter addressed to Prozorovsky,
leaving a blank space in it. After reading please hand it to him if you find it
necessary. Now I have a mission for you. News is spread about Russo-Swedish
Treaty and French Ambassador's departure from Petersburg. If it is confirmed,

the situation in Europe will change becoming beneficial for the Ottoman

Empire.
Russia must know some information so you can inform Birvits who is

in Rusjuk now. Please tell him, “Our Grand Vizier did not know all the details
of the situation from the very beginning. Though our Grand Vizier’s pro-
and anti-French moods were well known, he was not notified about the

Russian
jon. Now that he has already accepted the post, he

real essence of the situat
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learned the reality and here it is! When Commander-in-Chief Scbastiani came to
Istanbul he tried his best to attract Turkey to his side through the Russo-Turkish
war. Eventually our decedent emperor answered that he would not battle against
neighbor Russia. After staying there for a while, Sebastiani showed some letters
sent from his government containing news about Russo-English machinations
against the Ottoman Empire that had allegedly been reported from Petersburg.
He wanted to prove the truthfulness of his words referring to Russian armed
forces on the borderline, thus trying to deceive our country. Though the
Ottoman Government took some precautionary measures, Russian armed forces
took some pointless actions against the Islamic Empire and invaded “its land”
until English navy reached Istanbul. The above mentioned Commander-in-Chief
referred to these events to prove his statements.

Today French officials both in Paris and in Istanbul continue their
intrigues talking about Russian intentions and assuring that French emperor
endeavors to prevent them through correspondence otherwise he will use his
military forces in Poland.

Bayraktar understood everything, saw even previous letters of France
on this matter and realized that nothing would end in Paris.

On the other hand, Europe is in a chaos because of Spain and France
started to again incite the Ottoman Empire. Remember that Bayraktar is
inclined to our old neighbor Russia. However, he cannot pass anything to Sultan
without your concrete actions in this situation.

Undoubtedly, these days the reconciliation agrecement will be beneficial
for both sides.

One of these days, | will leave for Constantinople to solve a number of
important problems and return. You had better respond as soon as possible so
that I can report Bayraktar and we start the process at the first chance.

The knowledge of preconditions will be very helpful.

Anyway your opinion is very important for choosing the most
convenient camp. Hence, do whatever your wisdom dictates”.

MUSTAFA
The following note is written on the envelope in Turkish, “To honorable
and respectable Manuk Bey who is in Bucharest” and in French, “To Manuk
Bey to Bucharest”.
The archive of History Museum of Bucharest, Nr 26232. Original.
Turkish.
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VI.
From Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha to Prince Prozorovsky
Constantinople, November 13™, 1808

I have received your amicable letter through our trustworthy man in
Rusjuk Manuk Bey and assigned him some tasks. Taking into account the amity
between us and our desire to re-establish one-time good relations of our
countries, 1 found it necessary to assign Manuk Bey to inform you about the
current situation.

After being notified, we think you will tell us your opinion.

Undoubtedly you may also take into account that not a single country or
region has an experience of delaying the signing of the treaty of solidarity more
than a year after the truce, especially when the “obstacles™ are not unveiled.

However, it’s clear that not a single obstacle can prevent two great
empires from recovering amicable relations and that the treaty of solidarity will
be favorable for both countries. Accordingly, you will do a great favor

contributing to the realization of the process. This is what made me write this
letter.
Our wish is to get the so much desired response from you as soon as

vou get the letter.
The Archive of History Museum of Bucharest, Nr. 26390. Original.

Turkish.

Annotation: This letter is not kept in Russian archives with the simple
reason that Prozorovsky did not get it. We found it among Manuk Bey’s
1ents with a Turkish note on its envelope written in Armenian letters.
k of the archive. The note says, “From the
hal about the quick implementation of

docun
Probably it was written by the cler
Grand Vizier to the Field-marsl
conciliation. As supposed, it did not reach its addressee”.

The letter could not have been sent as janissaries’ rebellion took place

an Wovember: 141 1808y4he day after Manuk Bey had received the letter.
Bayraktar was murdered and Manuk Bey escaped from Constantinople. Con-

sequently, the letter lost its value.
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Pages from Manuk Bey’s Life”
Siruni H.Ch
B
Supporting Kutuzov
1.
The new core of Rusjuk

Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha’s tragic death on 14 November 1808 interrupted
the negotiations attempted to conduct between Turkey and Russia for a while,
attempts that were made when Bayraktar was in Rusjuk still as the Commander-
in-Chief of Turkish armed forces operating in Danube and was to be so after
getting the position of sadrazam*®, At first, the meeting which was to be held on
November 15", failed, when Russian delegate Krasnakutski had to go to the
Sublime Porte with Manuk Bey for getting the Grand Vizier’s" answer to
Prozorovsky’s offers. And after the tragic night, Bayraktar’s close colleagues,
especially those who were with him in his efforts to become closer to Russians
left Rusjuk one after another.

All those would come to Rusjuk now to unite and form the new core
which would not only stay loyal to the traditions of Bayraktar despite the new
domination of janissaries, but also would have been for coming to terms with
Russia.

Here Manuk Bey also had an important role to fulfill. Rusjuk had long
served as a citadel for Manuk Bey where he had been building relations for
decades and was highly popular among all classes. His popularity was spread
over Danube region and the close ties he had with all the governors of that
region, ensuring an exceptional position for him.

This very position was intensified especially by the popularity he had
among Russians, with whom he was the one to communicate under the reign of
Bayraktar, and now, when there were new efforts envisaged for coming into
terms with Russia, Manuk was destined to become the link between the parties.

* See the beginning in “archives of Banber Armenia number 3, 1969

*3 In the Ottoman Empire, the Grand Vizier (Turkish: Sadrazam) was the prime minister
of the Ottoman sultan, with absolute attorney and, in principle, dismissible only by
the sultan himself.

“® The title of the minister and senior officials in the Muslim countries, the head of the
political and military department.
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2:
New Contacts with Russia

Kyose Kehya Ahmed Efendi, having hardly taken possession over Rusjuk
lands, was firstly troubled with restoring friendly relations with Russian
command and paving a way of understanding between the two fighting sides.
He especially took into account the fact that Russia could possibly restart the
interrupted military operations, which could have been disastrous for Turks,
especially in this troublesome situation.

On November 20", 1808 he sent one of Manuk’s trustworthy men Martin
Sebastian to Bucharest to meet Prince Prozorovsky and express his greatest
desire to develop friendly relations with Russia which was planned by his
ancestor Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha together with the commander-in-chief of
Russian armed forces. Martin was warmly welcomed by the Russian comman-
der-in-chief whom he presented gifts sent by Ahmed Efendi. Answering the
commander-in-chief’s questions he provided the latter with the detailed infor-
mation on the new state of things among Turks. Prozorovsky himself affirmed
his aim at friendly relations “towards this good neighbor®’ from Rusjuk”.

Ahmed Efendi could do nothing without Manuk Bey. He not only needed
Manuk’s advice but also the latter’s popularity among Russians. Fortunately,

Manuk had already left Constantinople and reached Vize.
Ahmed Efendi immediately sent fifty horsemen to meet and safely take

him to Rusjuk.
Immediately after reaching Rusjuk from Constantinople Manuk Bey’s

first concern was to revive relations with Russia for restarting the interrupted

negotiations. Ten days after reaching Rusjuk he went to Bucharest, where he

was warmly welcomed by the Russian commanders.
In a letter from Bucharest written on November 28" 1808 (December

10™) local Russian consul Luca Chirico informs that, Manuk Bey arrived in
Bucharest from Rusjuk that morning accompanied with Martin Sebastian,
bringing a letter written by the governor of Rusjuk Ahmed Efendi addressed to
Prozorovsky, affirming his loyalty to him. On that occasion Manuk Bey told
that according to news the French ambassador to Constantinople had mysterious
contacts with rebellious janissaries when he moved to Rusjuk from Constan-
tinople after Bayraktar’s murder, aiming at preventing any effort of contact with

Russia."”

ow, case 1922, papers 495-496.

47 The archive of Russian foreign relations in Mosc
ow, case 1922, papers 566-567.

48 The archive of Russian foreign relations in Mosc
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Manuk Bey introduced to Russia the situation in Rusjuk at that moment
and the readiness of Governor Ahmed Efendi and Bayraktar’s former co-
thinkers to restore negotiations. Russian commanders also showed their
willingness and it encouraged Manuk Bey to return to Rusjuk and push Turkish
governors to take tangible actions. In fact, they found it necessary to send a
delegate immediately to Constantinople to clear the situation to the Sublime
Porte.

However, at that very time, the Sublime Porte was thinking about
destroying the core formed in Rusjuk. Sultan Mahmud, giving way to janis-
saries’ pressure, wanted to sign an order which would sentence Ramiz Pasha
and Ahmed Efendi to death as traitors and assigned Husrev Pasha and Molla
Agha to execute their sentence, which was not so easy though. Indeced, Aidin
Pasha, the Commander of Giurgiova who was asked to help in executing the
sentence, did not want to become a tool against two of his friends.

However, the news had alrcady been spread everywhere resulting in an
unpleasant situation for Ahmed Efendi and Ramiz Pasha.

However, it was difficult to find points of understanding between Rusjuk
and Russian commanders. Certainly Russia was aware of the complicated
situation of Turkey at that time and probably wanted to make use of that
situation in order to win without great sacrifices. They wanted firstly to take
Rusjuk and Giurgiova without war and set hopes on Ahmed Efendi’s assistance
so that those fortresses of Danube surrender, that served as an anchor for
Turkish defense. However, it was impossible for Ahmed Effendi to be willing
to do so. Though being the governor of Rusjuk, he was surrounded with
enemies who would hinder any of his initiatives. Moreover, he already did not
feel safe about his post of the governor and thought about asking Russia for
asylum.

A difficult situation emerged for Manuk Bey as well. Based on Papik’s
information, his biographer says, “l saw Manuk Bey who was in danger. He
was insanely impudent towards difficulties. He decided to enter Bucharest while
Russian forces were still there. Manuk Bey aimed at encouraging Ahmed
Efendi and Ramiz Pasha to find ways for reaching Bucharest. As you have al-
ready organized a turnout, you have been condemned to death and are currently
in danger”.

Both Ahmed Efendi and Ramiz Pasha were less officious, though being
aware of the difficult days waiting ahead.

Manuk Bey’s departure to Bucharest could evoke complaints among the
population of Rusjuk. Hence, the Turkish officials had to spread the news that
Manuk Bey would leave for Bucharest to meet and help Galib Efendi who had
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been sent by the Sublime Porte to start negotiations with Russians. Manuk Bey
immediately left for Bucharest, leaving his family in Rusjuk under the care of
Papik.

Indeed, when Galib Bey arrived in Bucharest and found Manuk Bey, who

warmly welcomed him.
Manuk Bey felt that these new conversations between Turks and

Russians were not so productive. Therefore, he sent a message to Papik,
requesting to move his family to Bucharest, which was not an easy task because
the population of Rusjuk might not allow them to leave. They were mainly
dissatisfied with the fact that the Turkish delegates were already back to
Constantinople at the end of December, while Manuk was still in Bucharest.
There was a need to announce that Galib Bey had left Manuk Bey as his
substitute until his return to Constantinople.

It was much more difficult to convince the population of Rusjuk not to
hinder Manuk Bey’s family from moving to Bucharest. So, on February
21%,1809 Papik managed to take Manuk’s family to Giurgiova where Aiden
Pasha, Manuk Bey’s old friend provided two hundred soldiers to accompany

them to Daya that is to say the border of Wallachia.
Papik himself had to return to Ahmed Efendi after moving Manuk Bey’s

family to Bucharest.

Indeed, Manuk Bey’s and his family’s transfer to Bucharest was like an
alarm in Rusjuk. It was clear that troublesome days were yet to come for
Armenians. They would have to pay high price for their sympathy towards
Russia.
Manuk Bey’s patronage and protection served to his compatriots for
decades and the local Armenian community was the lucky one to enjoy it. After

his escape all Armenians started to feel unsafe.

he was accompanied to Bucharest by his close colleagues who
e treated negatively. However, the number of people leaving
among them being notable

Firstly,
would now b
Rusjuk for Bucharest was gradually increasing,
people of the community. They were coming to Bucharest to refresh the local

Armenian community, giving a new breath to national life of Armenians. In
chronologies of the community we mainly see Rusjuk inhabitants in the head of

national activities since then.
On January 10", 1809 Luca Kiriko, the Russian consul informed Prince

Prozorovsky that as Manuk Bey had stated, Ramiz Pasha was still afraid of

getting a shelter in Russia, sefting hope on anti-revolution in Turkey and that
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Ahmed Efendi was more likely to surrender to Russia, being worried about the
threats that hang above his head like a sword. 42

On January 17/29", 1809 the same Luca Kiriko reported some infor-
mation to Prince Prozorovsky, which Manuk Bey had received from Rusjuk
through his loyal friend Papik and according to which famous Pehlivan Agha,
who was defending Izmail, had left it for Rusjuk. Manuk Bey was sure that
Ahmed Efendi, the governor of Rusjuk, intended to leave Izmail to the mercy of
fate and not to gather forces in Giurgiova, which would create favorable con-
ditions for Russia in case of enmity re-establishment. Manuk Bey asked to keep
the information that he had provided in secret not to endanger his family that
was still in Rusjuk. Manuk bey had also informed that Austria was working on
intrigues in favor of Turks. Manuk Bey told the following nearly word for
word: “Without daring to go further and without promising anything, I hope that
my information and my means would be so useful for Marshal Prozorovsky that
an army of 20.000 Russian soldiers would not be able to compensate my
service”.

Luca Kiriko assigned the prince “to keep Mesrop and his son Martin

Sebastyan in Danube so that they successfully continued their service”. 30

34
Failed Negotiations

Turkey did not stop trying to come into terms with Russia. Both sides
were eager to put an end to enmity as soon as possible, but Turks needed it
more.

Hence, besides the attempts of Rusjuk to keep contact with Russian
commanders, the Sublime Porte also made some steps not to break connections
that had been tied under the reign of Bayraktar.

Indeed, on February 12/24", 1809 the Turkish delegation headed by Reis
Efendi Mehmed Said Galib arrived in Bucharest and left for lasi three days
later.

Eight days later, on March 4", Commander-in-Chief Miloradovich who
was heading the Russian delegation would also leave for Iasi accompanied by
Commander Harding and Commander Kushnikov.

However, the first effort was not successful.

9 The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 1928, paper 36.
5% The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 1928, papers §2-84.
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Encouraged by the Anglo-Turkish Treaty signed on January 5™ in
Dardanelles, Turks did not compromise in the scope of lasi negotiations. Turkey
rejected the demand of Russia about land concession, thus failing the
negotiations. Prozorovsky was to deliver his terms to the Sublime Porte through
messenger. That was the only thing to be done.

The meeting with Commander Miloradovich on March 4", 1809 was
one of the most important episodes of Manuk Bey’s contacts with Russia.
At the meeting Manuk Bey firstly thanked for facilitating the transfer of
his family from Rusjuk to Bucharest. Miloradovich reminded Manuk Bey
about his promise to Prince Prozorovsky, i.e. to work with Ahmed Efendi
for the capitulation of Izmail and Giurgiova in case of failed negotiations
with Russia. Manuk Bey introduced Ahmed Efendi’s unstable position to
the Russian commander and revealed local Turks’ doubts that he was
devoted to Russia. Manuk Bey said that the commander’s work would be
casier if the Russian army comprised of 10-15 thousand soldiers entered
Danube from different parts like Petra, Rahova, Nicopolis, Silistra and
Galatia and later invade Rusjuk, thus providing a reason to Ahmed Effendi
for not sending forces and food to invaded fortresses, making them
surrender. Manuk Bey stated that Russia would hardly succeed without
this plan, because otherwise Ahmed Effendi’s would have no reason for not
sending forces and food in support of Giurgiova. Miloradovich always
considered the capitulation of fortresses a matter of utmost importance and
again instructed Manuk Bey to remind Ahmed Efendi about the
troublesome condition of Turks, including himself. Manuk Bey said that
such an attempt of Ahmed Efendi would unite all Turks. He stayed true to

his initial idea, adding that he would stay loyal to Russian interests and

prove his loyalty in any case. Yet, he would more easily convince Ahmed

Efendi to cede Wallachia to Russia, rather than organize the capitulation of
Giurgiova without movement of Russian army to the opposite side of

Danube. :
Still, Miloradovich always insisted on his initial standpoint and added

that Russia would gain nothing from Ahmed Efendi’s surrender without the

capitulation of fortresses.

Manuk Bey said that he would still make efforts and he was waiting for
Papik’s news about the existing situation in Rusjuk. Al
On March 17/29™ 1809 Prince Prozorovsky sent a letter from lasi to
the count of Petersburg informing about all the efforts that were

Rumyantsev, : ;
convincing Ahmed Efendi, the governor of Rusjuk to

made by Manuk Bey for

5! The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 1928, papers 539-567.
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cede Giurgiova without a fight. Though, his efforts did not succeed as Ahmed
Effendi was not able to carry out the order under existing conditions.
Prozorovsky added that he had lost any hope that Ahmed Effendi would ever be
useful for them and taking into account that the messenger from Constantinople
would hardly bring any satisfying news, he had ordered Commander Milo-
radovich to unexpectedly attack Giurgiova. *

As regards Russian ultimatum, it had just been sent to the Sublime Porte
through Prozorovsky’s messenger.

A Romanian chronicle Naum Rumnichianu, who scrupulously wrote
down all the events of those, states that on February 27", 1809 (March 11")
Russian Colonel Khitrov left for Constantinople to inform the Sublime Porte
about the difficulties of conciliation process and to bring an answer back with
him. According to Rumnichianu one of impediments for conciliation was the
arrival of the English consul in Constantinople, whose expulsion was demanded
by Russians. As Rumnichianu adds that on March 4/17" Khitrov got injured in
a carriage accident and Russians substituted him with Captain Paskevich, at the
same time getting ready for military operations. **

Commander Lanjaron writes in his diary that on March 29 (April 3"
Captain Paskevich returned from Constantinople bringing a rejection of Turks
that had already been foreseen. Prozorovsky wanted to take advantage of that
moment, when the Turks were not ready for new actions, and to immediately
invade Giurgiova.**

Miloradovich’s unexpected attack on Giurgiova was not successful.

Commander Lanjaron tells in his diary that Ahmed Effendi, the governor
of Rusjuk came into terms with Commander Miloradovich for Giurgiova. “IHe
removed all the cannons from Giurgiova bringing different excuses and left
only 400 soldiers there. He would leave Rusjuk the day Miloradovich reached
Giurgiova and would join him. He would take the responsibility over ceding of
the city. This perfectly organized plan would have certainly succeeded if this
mission had not been trusted to Miloradovich”, *

Indeed, as Prozorovsky had planned, on April 5" 1809 Russians
immediately took up military operations without waiting for the answer to their
ultimatum. Divided into three groups they invaded Focsani, broke into the castle
of Slobozia but failed Giurgiova. On the other hand, on April 21%, 1809 they

52 The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 1928, document 525-52.8

** Erbichyanu K., Greek chronicle writers, who wrote about Roma Phanariotes
Bucharest, 1890, pg. 285.

5% Humruzachi, Documents, annex 3, pg. 156-159.

% Humruzachi, Documents, annex 3, pg. 158.
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planned the invasion of Braila, but on May 1-2™, their attack met resistance and
failed, leaving 5000 victims. On July 14™ Commander Isayev’s attempt to ship
3500 soldiers through the river to Craiova for helping Serbs also failed and the
soldiers had to return to the bank. On September 24™ Commander Bagration’s
altempt to invade Silistra was also destined to failure. Instead, he ma;agcd to
invade Braila on December 3.

On this way, Miloradovich would fail in Giurgiova, leaving all his
hopes razed to the ground. As Commander Lanjaro writes in his diary, Milo-
radovich wanted such a victory to act in his favor, enabling to become a general
commander and there were 8 people aware of the plan of Giurgiova invasion,
among them Prince Prozorovsky, commanders Bezak, Kutuzov, Harting, Milo-
radovich, the Russian consul of Bucharest Kiriko, Manuk Bey and Ahmed
Efendi. **

The plan of attack failed only because of Filipesky’s (head of Wallachia
treasury) wife who was Miloradovich’s mistress and who hosted the Russian
commander. It was then, that the French got to know the sceret plan and passed

the information to relevant people. *
So, though on March 24™ 1809 Russians invaded Slobozia, Giurgiova

was still struggling.

Ahmed Efendi had nothing to do in Rusjuk anymore. He had already
done his best. His enemies had become stronger and took over positions in the
whole area of Danube. It was high time for him and his close colleagues to ask
for asylum from Russia. Indeed, on March 13/25", 1809 the former Kapudan
Pasha® Ramiz, the governor of Rusjuk Kyoshe Kechya Ahmed Efendi, the
governor of Trnova Mehmet Memish Agha, the treasurer of Kapudan Pasha
Ince Bey, together with one hundred Turks crossed the Danube and move to
Falastoka under guard. They arrived in Bucharest in three days. The four
officials were hosted in different apartments and their followers were allowed to

leave for Vidin. *’
On April 8" 1809 Ldu, the French consul sends information to

Bucharest telling that “three famous figures of the Ottoman
rived to be under Russian defense. They are Kapudan Pasha
Ramiz, the one who bombed Constantinople during the last revolution, Ince Bey
who was the commander of the fortresses in Dardanelle at that time and Ahmed
Efendi who substituted Mustafa Pasha as the governor of Rusjuk after he had

Shampan from
Empire have ar

R

56 See in the same place
57 Bedvikhoni, Manuk Bey, pg- 16. :
58 commander-in-chicf of the navy of the Ottoman Empire

¥ Naum Rmnichyanu, pg- 285-286.
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become the Grand Vizier. Prozorovsky had just invited them to visit Russia and
they accepted the offer”. "

Manuk Bey preferred to stay in Bucharest not only because the capital
city of Wallachia was the most comfortable place where he could help Russia in
the ongoing Russo-Turkish, but also because it was gainful for him as well. His
properties were either in or around Bucharest; he had a glorious house in the
city and was building a new one, let alone his commercial connections in
Wallachia, his monopoly of salt mine as well as his title of colonel that princes
had granted to him.

On August 21%, 1809 Prince Prozorovsky died and Commander
Bagration substituted him. The sympathy that the old commander had towards
Manuk Bey became stronger as “being from Georgia, originally from Armenia,
he considered Manuk Bey his compatriot, accepted him with the brotherly love

and they became close friends”. 2l

4.
Manuk Bey’s Connections Ouiside of Danube

Though new people had already come to posts in the Sublime Porte and
Rusjuk was governed by new officials and although Manuk Bey had left Rusjuk
for Bucharest that was under Russian control, he did not break his ties with the
other bank of the Danube.

Moreover, Turks themselves still needed Manuk Bey’s support, espe-
cially when it came to interceding in the relations with Russia.

Turkish officials of Danube region often turned to Manuk Bey’s
support on this matter starting from the days of Bayraktar. Manuk Bey’s archive
contains lots of documents, proving both his financial support to Turks and
mediations.

So, on Match 13", 1808 the tax collector (mutesellim) of Silistra Esseid
Mehmet asked Manuk Bey to intervene between him and Russian military
forces for releasing a Turk girl named Zeineb. ©

On November 1%, 1808 another Turkish official Ebubekir wrote to
Manuk Bey about the movement of Russian forces in the region of Isakchay and
asked to help Hasan Pasha, former guard regiment (muhafiz) of Bender®.

% Hurmuzachi, Documents, volume 16, pg. 840.

¢ Mseryan, pg. 197.

62 Archive of the history museum of Bucharest, No 26391,
% See in the same place, No 26394,
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Manuk Bey kept his fame outside Danube as well as kept in touch with
his old friends even after Bayraktar’s co-thinkers had dispersed. On May 1%,
1810 Bosnak Abdullah, the governor of Rusjuk who had succeeded Ahmed
Efendi asked Manuk Bey to send him 20 thousand okha® of oil and salt®.

On July 28", 1810 Mehmet Siruri sent a letter to Manuk Bey, asking to
intervene to Russian Government for the sake of a few girls taken from
Tutrakan®.

On July 8", 1810 former [braim, Turkish commander of Pazardjik, pro-
vided information to Manuk Bey on the fights taking place in that region and
asked for financial support.

The French could not help worrying about Manuk Bey’s influence on
Turks. For a moment, they hoped that Bayraktar’s co-thinkers, including Manuk
Bey would lose their fame and influence on Balkans after the tragic events of
Constantinople in 1808, hence Russia would be deprived of companions in
Turkish front.

.On December 30", 1809 Ldu, the French consul sent information from
Bucharest to Shampan, the Minister of Foreign Affairs that “eight days ago two
people from Rusjuk secretly arrived in Bucharest and stayed at a wealthy
Armenian named Manuk who had once been Mustafa Pasha’s banker and had
been granted the title of dragoman (translator)-prince. He moved to Bucharest
after Bayraktar’s death. One of them had been sent by Reis Efendi and the other
by Mourouzis, the dragoman of the Grand Vizier and had brougITt‘Ieuers
addressed to Prince Bagration. I managed to find out that the Grand Vizier and
Reis Efendi responded to Prince Bagration’s offer and that Manuk Bey was a
mediator between Russian and Turkish armed forces. I do not know the essence
of his offer, but the Sublime Porte answered that it would agree in case Russia
got rid of its dictatorship. [ am assured that in this .case th‘e Sublime Porte will
agree to send the English ambassador back. Hc.ls looking forward to Bag-
ration’s response. All these events are COI'IﬁdCI'Il'IaI, but 1 h'aw? succeeded to
know everything from one of the officials of Divan, who is fond of our na

1i0n” 68
The hopes of Napoleon’s colleagues would vanish this time as well.

R T

“1 okha =1282 gram

65 See in the same place, No 26417.

6 See in the same place, No 26501

7 See in the same place, No 26480. -

8 Hurmuzachi, Documents, vol. 16, pg. 6
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5.
Kamentsky and his Victories

Manuk Bey preserved his influence on the days of Commander
Kamentsky as well, who came to substitute Prozorovsky as the commander-in-
chief of Russian armed forces in January 1810.

“As this man was haughty and complacent” and “proud and violent and
not sociable” towards the country’s boyars®, one of whom was Manuk Bey
himself who did not want to visit him personally but sent Papik with numerous
gifts. However, Kamentsky was eager to meet Manuk Bey, so he visited him.
Their visit lasted for 2-3 hours and Commander Komentsky reimbursed. From
that very moment close relations emerged between them and continued through
the whole period of his post.”

On March 7" 1810 Fornetti, the French consul of Iasi wrote to
Shampan, the Minister of Foreign Affairs informing that the Turkish delegates
had visited Manuk Bey again. Fonton, the translator of Russian delegations had
also visited him for several times.”'

On May 4", 1809 Kyor Yusuf Pasha, who had preserved the post of the
Grand Vizier for the fourth time, came to settle in Shumla in 1810. Reis Efendi
Galib Bey and dragoman Dimitrakhe Mourouzis were with him. Two Turks
came to Manuk Bey on their behalf. One of them was Yagci Oglu who had
already served him and had been delivering letters to him from Galib Bey.
Manuk was asked to intervene to Russian commander for new peace talks. If
Russian commander agreed, the Grand Vizier would send delegates cither to
Rusjuk or any destination he liked. Manuk Bey brought the received letter to
Kamentsky. The conditions set out by Kamentsky were much stricter than they
were under the reign of Bayraktar, because everything had changed for the
worse for Turks since then. Manuk Bey worked for the whole month trying to
start a conversation and sent Turkish messengers back with a letter, informing
Galib Bey about the new demands of Russia. However, they seemed
unacceptable to the Grand Vizier.

Commander Kamentsky preferred to convert the words into forces. He
immediately took over daring activities. On May22-25" he crossed the Danube
near Harsova and headed to Shumla, where the Turkish camp was settled. On
June 3" he destroyed Pehlivan Pasha’s army in Pazardjik while Commander
Zas would invade Tutrakan three days later and on June 11™ Silistra would

69

A member of the highest rank of the feudal Bulgarian.
™ Mseryan, pg. 199-200.
"' Hurmuzachi, Documents, volume 16, pg. 851.
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surrender. On the other hand, commanders Sabaneev and Sanders would invade
Razgrad capturing 8000 men.

The Grand Vizier asked for a truce at that time, but Kamensky stopped
the fighting for just 4 days and as soon as the time expired he continued his way
to Shumla and on June 19" he was only 7-8 miles away. Russian attacks were
repelled and Kamentsky decided to invade Shumla to starve the Grand Vizier’s
army to death. Constantinople got into a panic but on June 10" Turks managed
to provide food supplies to Shumla and continue the resistance while Varna was
also repelling Russian attacks and the army of Rusjuk was repulsing

Commander Zas’ attacks.
In September 1810, Commander Komentsky took determined steps and

headed his army of 20 thousand soldiers to attack Patinia, where all Turkish
forces were centered. On September 7" Kamentsky invaded Patina, capturing
the Turkish Pasha. Svishtov, Rusjuk, Giurgiova, Turnun, Nicopolis and Sisiltra

were to surrender one by one.
On November 11" Commander Kamentsky victoriously returned to

Bucharest.

6.
To Avoid Bloodshed

Turks could not help taking into account Kamentsky’s victories. They
were morally suppressed. On the other hand, food provision of [ortresses
became more difficult, giving rise to a wave of complaints among people who

became ready to surrender.
The existing condition would work in favor of Russian attempts of

making the invaded fortresses surrender. Russia needed Manuk Bey’s support in
all his efforts and he would have an exceptional role in the capitulation, taking

into the fact that populations of the fortresses trusted him.
Their trust was to become stronger due to Manuk Bey’s assistance to

Turkish population who were in a panic because of the fall of the fortresses.
When Commander Bagration invaded Silistra, there were some of
Bayraktar’s men among the captured Turks. Intervening to the Russian
commander, Manuk Bey managed to bring them to Bucharest, hosted them in
his house for 4-5 days, dressed them up, gave some money and sent them to
places they belonged to, ordering them to take another road through Rusjuk,
Svishtov, Nicopol, Rahova and Vidin. People highly appreciated Manuk Bey’s
kindness towards Turks and they became more amiable with Armenians, whic

that was Manuk’s main goal.

141



When Razgrad was invaded without war, Russians captured Pasha and
many Turks, who had tried to escape, and were taken to Tutrakhan. Papik was
also there and recognized Veli Agha, the clerk of Haji Ali’s house among them.
He was the one who had hosted Manuk Bey in Punar Hisar after his escape
from Constantinople. The latter’s son-in-law Osman Agha and Bayrakhtar
Mustafa’s son-in-law Ahmed Agha and other 300 Turks were also with them.
Papik defended them and sent information to Manuk Bey, who negotiated with
Kamentsky and had them taken to Bucharest. Manuk Bey hosted and supported
them.

Other Turkish captives from Razgrad who were being taken to Russia
through Wallachia were also set free in the village of Kolentina near Bucharest
again due to Manuk Bey. By Russian Commander’s decree they would be
returned to Turks together with those Papik had brought from Razgrad.

Haji Ali Agha was arrested in the castle of Mitsin and sent to Odessa.
As soon as Manuk Bey heard the news, he sent Ali Agha’s already releascd
family to his place, supporting them financially.

The ones returning to Turks were also taking the news about Manuk
Bey’s well-being with them.

After the invasion of Razgrad, Kamentsky sent Papik to Commander
Zas, who had invaded Rusjuk and Giurgiova. Rusjuk was defended by Bosnak
Abdullah, having Alio Pasha from Kars by his side and Giurgiova was defended
by Aiden Pasha. Despite all his efforts Zas managed neither to make Bosnak
surrender nor to invade Rusjuk by force.

Manuk Bey was to negotiate for Rusjuk’s surrender.

On June 20", 1810 Fleischacker, the Austrian council in Bucharest,
informed Metternich that Manuk Bey had advised Bosnak Agha to cede Rusjuk
to Russians in order to save the city from ruins. ™

There is another source according to which it was Bosnak Agha that
had asked Manuk Bey to intervene to Russian Commander;

Let us remind that Grigor Archbishop Zakharyan Akkermantsy together
with 150 soldiers and three Armenian priests took part in the fighting of Rusjuk
and was even injured. He entered the city together with the victorious army to
meet Manuk Bey who had come to Rusjuk for convincing Turks to cede the city
without war.

Manuk Bey had the same experience in Svishtov and Nicopol when he
managed to make people cede those fortresses without bloodshed. The

"* Mseryan, pg. 202-205
™ Hurmuzachi, Documents, volume 19, pg. 648.
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commanders of the above mentioned fortresses followed Bosnak Agha’s
example asking for Manuk Bey’s presence in the process of surrender.

Turks of Danube region would later also have reasons for being grateful
to Manuk Bey. I

On April 3 1811 Fleischacker wrote to Metternich from Bucharest,
informing that Commander Lanjaro gave up on his decision to destroy Silistra
and Nicopolis following Manuk Bey’s order, ’*

T
France and its Anger

The ending of the 1806-1812 Russo-Turkish war coincided with the
years Napoleon planned his great invasion on Russia. So there was no one more
excited than him for the Russo-Turkish enmity to last longer. And it was natural
that his agents in Danube region were displeased with Manuk Bey’s presence
and his role.

The French origin of Lanjaron, one of the commanders of Russian
armed forces undoubtedly influenced his negative attitude towards Manuk Bey
that was reflected in his diary.

In March 1809, Commander Lanjaron adversely refers to Manuk Bey in
his diary, stating that he grabbed the late Bayraktar’s properties when escaping
from Constantinople and says that the Order of Saint Vladimir was unfairly
granted to that adventurer and spy. While talking about the surrender of Rusjuk,
he also expresses his negative opinion about Manuk Bey and Kyoshe Kehya
Ahmed Efendi.

Later on, in July 1809, Lanjaron sharply hints that Manuk Bey buys
cheap legume from Turkey and sells it in Bulgaria at a four time higher price.”

The next month, he writes in the same diary that he does not trust the
news that Manuk Bey sends to Russian commanders though he has to make use
of them.”

Commander Lanjaron writes in his diary about Grigor Archbishop
Zakarian’s participation in the battle of Rusjuk, during which he was even
injured and later awarded for his courage. Though appreciating his active
participation, he states that “Armenians, Greeks and Wallachians should not be

™ See in the same place, pg 714.
7 Hurmuzachi, Documents, annex 3, pg. 156-159.
" See in the same place pg. 185.
" See in the same place, pg. 198.
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involved in the war against Turkey”.”

It is remarkable that Lanjaron adversely referred to Kutuzov as well. A
soviet writer, who was engaged in Russian armies’ crushing victories against
Turks by Kutuzov’s order, referred to Larjaron’s evil notes as a proof of the
negative role the foreigners of Russian armed forces played against the Russian
Commander, even ascribing the latter’s all victories to themselves. ™

Lanjaron’s negative attitude towards Manuk Bey is distinguished
particularly because it is completely counter to positive opinions that all the
other Russian commanders have about the very Manuk Bey.

At first we have Prozorovsky’s evaluative note on Manuk Bey written
on December 18", 1808, on the privilege of Manuk Bey’s family for settling in
Bucharest. ¥

The certificate™ that Commander Bagration awarded to Manuk Bey on
September 13", 1809 for his selfless efforts made for the sake of Russian
interests was also commendable.

Two days later on September 15", 1809 Prince Prozorovsky ordered
Luca Kiriko, the Russian consul in Bucharest to award a new certificate to
Manuk Bey for his service. ®

On January 25", 1810 Commander Miloradovich in his turn signed a
certificate for Manuk Bey’s service and ordered the Russian government to
provide protection for him and his family. %

On March 12", 1810 Commander Bagration awarded another certificate
to Manuk Bey always praising him for his service. On the same day, he ratificd
another certificate on the privileges that the Divan of Wallachia had given to
Manuk Bey for his lands on June 9", 1809, *

On September 4", 1810 Commander Count Kamentsky expressed
gratitude to Manuk Bey for his service to Russian armed forces. *

Yet, we do not even refer to the expression of gratitude Manuk Bey
received from Russian royal court in 1810.

Indeed, it was on May 20" of the same year that Emperor Alexander I
granted the Order of Saint Vladimir to Manuk Bey. *

" Hurmuzachi, Documents, annex A, part 3, pg. 278.

" Zhilin P. A., The defeat of the Turkish Army in 1811. Moscow, 1952, pg. 53-54.
 The archive of the history museum of Bucharest, No 65336

8! Collection of acts, 111, 1838, pg. 354.

*2 The central state historical archive in Leningrad, fund 380, 5, case 7, No 191.

%5 The archive of the history museum of Bucharest, No 35072,

* The archive of the history museum of Bucharest, No 35124,

85 The archive of the history museum of Bucharest, No 35068.

¥ The central state historical archive in Leningrad, fund 880, 5, case 7, No 82.
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Later, on October 3", 1814 by the imperial order Manuk Bey would be
granted the title of “State advisor” on the very day he was welcomed by
Emperor Alexander [ in Wien,

The negative opinions of French agents and Commander Lanjaron have
reached our days. They became the reason for Manuk Bey to be wrongly
recognized by the future generations and be remembered only as an ordinary
contractor and banker. And many people remember him today with his famous
khan in Bucharest.

However, history has its surprises. It brings forth the events that were
once covered with a thick layer of oblivion.

The archived documents that were uncovered during the last decades
made the history repay its debts...

8.
After Kutuzov’s Arrival

Turkey, however, needed to conciliate with Russia as soon as possible.
At the beginning of 1811 they again turned to Manuk Bey for new negotiations
with Russians.

On January 26" of the same year, a Turkish delegate arrived in Bucha-
rest who brought Reis Efendi’s long letter to Manuk Bey in which he asked to
intervene to Russia for conciliation at the same time hinting that they were not
ready for land concession.

Turks were defeated but not crushed. They still had the courage to end 5
year-long war with honor. However, new attacks were yet to come.

In March 1811, Commander Kutuzov’s fame as the commander of
Russian armed forces substituting Kamentsky, would open a new phase of both
military operations and peace talks by giving them a new start.

It was not the first time Kutuzov visited these regions. He had also
participated in the Russo-Turkish war and he was the one who had achieved
three great victories in Izmail (December, 1790), Babadagh (June, 1791) and
Mitsin (July, 1791). Within the framework of his service he had been sent to
Moldova in March 1807, but because of different standpoints with
Prozorovsky’s he was sent to Vilnius the next year. Now, in March, 1811, he
came back to Danube as the general commander of Russian armed forces.

From the very first day, Kutuzov also needed Manuk Bey just like all
the other foreign Russian commanders. Manuk Bey’s support was not only
limited by his participation in military operations. He was also actively involved
in Russo-Turkish peace talks.
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Galib bey and Sultan Mahmud II kept him on the position of Reis Efendi. Under
these circumstances he headed the Turkish delegation during the negotiations.

Manuk Bey and Galib Bey had such close relations that the latter could
even ask his Armenian friend for financial assistance. Manuk Bey’s archive
includes two letters written on March 12 and 13", 1809, indicating that Galib
Bey borrowed money to reach lasi for Russo-Turkish negotiations. ¥

Just like other Turkish officials, Galib Bey asked for money in future as
well and was never rejected.

Hence, when Galib Bey occupied higher posts he already owed him a
great amount of money. After Manuk Bey’s death his family would have to
undertake measures to get the money back. '

On January 15127"', 1818 Strogonov, the Russian ambassador to Cons-
tantinople informed Prime Minister Neselrod that he had turned to Galib Bey
for returning his debts to late Manuk Bey. At that time Galib Bey had just lost
his post as a result of Halet Efendi’s trap. Galib Bey accepted his debts but was
not ready to reimburse at that time. e promised to pay them back after being
granted the title of Pasha in Ankara and stabilizing his financial status. **

Manuk Bey had close relations with other members of the Turkish
delegation as well. Some of them were in Shumla at that time together with the
Grand Vizier who had settled there for the last years of the war. Manuk Bey
was not only a respectable man for Turks, but also enjoyed trust of Russians.
Hence, it was expected that Manuk Bey would become the mediator between
the sides during the negotiations as we can see in the documents attached to this
article.

Manuk Bey’s mediation was supported by Joseph Fonton, a member of
Russian delegation who in his turn was a link between Manuk Bey and Kutu-
zov. In other words, he had the role that once belonged to Luca Kiriko, the
Russian consul of Bucharest, i.e. a link between Manuk Bey and Russian
government.

Contemporary sources indicate that Manuk Bey organized banquets in
Bucharest in honor of Turkish delegates, invite them to his estates near
Bucharest for hunting and provided his famous mansion for the meetings of
delegations.

We get to know from a consular note that during the breaks of nego-
tiations that dragoman Prince Mourouzis, one of the Turkish delegates went
hunting to one of Manuk Bey’s estates.”

°' The archive of the history museum of Bucharest, No 26230 and 26233.
?2 The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 2320, paper 246-9,
” Hurmuzachi, Documents, volume 19, part B, pg. 756
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All these contacts were confidential, though.

It is noteworthy that even Italinsky, the head of Russian delegation, was
not aware of these contacts. Manuk Bey stated in his friendly letter to Prince
Hovakim Lazaryants that the Emperor had ordered Kutuzov to build a contact
with Turkish delegation through Manuk Bey, “He also ordered to talk to the
Grand Vizier through my mediation as the meeting was confidential. Only the
Grand Vizier, Kutuzov and his clerks were aware of the negotiations as well as
Foton who was an Armenian. He was the translator of mine and Kutuzov’.
Neither translator Moroz nor Russian consuls and Dalinsky knew about the
meeting”.”

Fortunately we have some precious evidence of Manuk Bey’s role in
the peace talks in Bucharest due to both Russian archives and personal archives
of foreign consuls, let alone documents kept in the History Museum of Bucha-
rest. All of them unanimously emphasize the exceptional role Manuk Bey
played in peace talks that is unluckily ignored in historical researches.

Among the consulate notes that foreign consuls of lasi and Bucharest
used to send to their governments, informing about the current situation in
Romanian countries, the most valuable notes are the ones of Fleischachacker,
the Austrian consul of Bucharest sent to Metternich. While French consuls were
more trying to prolong the war, Austrian agents were closely following the
events taking place in Bucharest out of personal interests. For that very reason
they had close relations with the members of Turkish delegations, particularly
with Prince Mourouzis. For instance, on April 9", 1812 Fleischacker informed
Metternich about his secret meeting with Mourouzis. The topic of discussion
was the possible access of Austrian army into Moldova that would make
Russians empty Wallachia and enable Turks to cross the Danube. ”*

The events would develop in another way and such kind of plans would
decorate the pages of historical records only.

10.
For the Treaty of Bucharest to Be Signed

The Russo-Turkish relations would develop after 1812. On the one hand,
both sides were hurrying to put an end to the enmity as soon as possible. On the
other hand, the problem with land concession caused some difficulties that had
been actual since the days of Bayraktar’s reign.

% The central state historical archive in Leningrad fund 880, 5, case 7, paper 214.
% Hurmuzachi, Documents, volume 20, part 1, pg. 12-13.

149



At one time, Manuk Bey became more active. The two parties had set
their hopes on him. Now he was not just a mediator but an actor whose skills
and experience would build a bridge between counter parties. It was not an easy
task because none of the parties agreed to compromise. Neither Russia wanted
to give up on their demands for land concession, nor did the Sublime Porte
agree to surrender.

On January 4", 1812 Galib Efendi, the head of Turkish delegation
introduced the Turkish ultimatum to Russian delegates, which must
immediately be sent to Petersburg through a messenger.

On January 29" Vilhovsky returned from Petersburg, bringing the
Russian ultimatum that Moldova had demanded the border to be ﬁp to Siret, %

In such a situation the establishment of direct relations between two
delegations became more difficult.

And on February 16/29", 1812 Joseph Fonton visited Manuk Bey for
the sake of Commander Kutuzov and indicated the role Manuk Bey would have
to play during his conversation with the first Turkish delegation.

For instance, Manuk Bey was assigned to warn Gzlib Bey about the
external dangers threatening Turkey and show the attempts of interested
countries to make use of Russo-Turkish enmity. He was also assigned to make
the Turkish delegate understand the benefits of establishing good relations with
their neighbor in the North, not only putting end to the war but also signing a
treaty of mutual assistance that would be beneficial for both parties.”

On the same day, Manuk Bey met Galib Bey, who informed that he was
the one who had offered the idea of such an alliance to Italinsky, the head of
Russian delegation still Giurgiova, but had not got a positive response. The
Turkish delegate was aware of the machinations around Turkey and fully
realized their possible danger. Manuk Bey hinted that the loss caused by land
concession would be minute compared with the loss Turkey would experience
in case those machinations succeeded. Galib Bey stated that it would be difficult
to explain all the dangers to young, hence passionate Sultan. However, he felt
the neccessity of informing Sultan about all the possible solutions. **

Kutuzov hurried to report all the conversations to Petersburg. On March
3", 1812 (20 February) he informed about Rumyantsev's instructions to Manuk
Bey and Turkish delegate Galib Bey's opinion about the existing situation. %

% Urekia V.A. The history of Romania, vol. 9, pg. 702

7 The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 1982, paper 75
“% See in the same place.

9 The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 1982, paper 73
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On April 30", 1812 Turkish delegates received a new order from the
Sublime Porte to tell Kutuzov, that the Turkish delegation would have nothing
to do in Bucharest if Russia went on insisting on its initial demand. '”

However, events would develop in a different way.The Turkish dele-
gation would finally agree to the land concession in case it did not reach Siret.
As regarded to Russia, the surrender of Turkey was more important than the
victory itself.

There is a whole literature on the role Kutuzov played in the
negotiations of Bucharest. A role that would remain in the history for not only
defeating Turkish army, but also contributing to the process of signing the
Treaty of Bucharest. Those who follow Kutuzov’s life and activities also know
that the delay of the treaty at such a decisive moment for Russia was always a
matter of discussion. The Russian royal court was not so much satisfied with
that delay and even intended to substitute Kutuzov with Admiral Chichagov.
However, people studying Kutuzov's biography ascribe the delay to his desire to
achieve even more concession. Materials about Manuk Bey's life indicate how
concerned Kutuzov was about the delay, at the same time showing that the
Treaty of Bucharest was signed in the most appropriate time. Hence, when
Chichagov and count Kapod Istri reached the army on May 6/18", 1812,
Kutuzov had already ordered to sign the preconditions for the conciliation with
Turks, that would be finalized with the signing of treaty after 10 days.

It is not within the scope of our article to tell about the circumstances
under which Kutuzov was called back from Russo-Turkish front for the second
time and substituted with Admiral Chichagov. As mentioned above, this topic is
so much discussed that there is no need to refer to it once more. It is worth
mentioning that to the detriment of the authors of this substitution, Kutuzov had
already managed to make the decisive blow and achieved common ground with
Turkish delegation before Chichagov's. He was still in Bucharest when on May
16/28" when the Treaty of Bucharest was signed and left Romanian land only in
June.

On June 23", 1812, the Treaty of Bucharest was ratified in Vilnius and
the next day Napoleon was planning his great invasion on Russia.

Manuk Bey could be proud for hastening the Russo-Turkish treaty to
the detriment of Napoleon and his agents who had been trying their best to
prolong Russo-Turkish enmity and keep Russia busy during Napoleon's great
invasion.

Manuk Bey had wanted to find ways for Russo-Turkish conciliation 4
years earlier but for preventing circumstances.

19 See Urekia V.A., in the same place
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Before his death, Prince Prozorovsky ordered Luca Kiriko, the Russian
consul of Bucharest to award a certificate to Manuk Bey for his service to
Russian armed forces. This certificate proved that Manuk Bey “managed to
persuade late Bayraktar Mustafa Pasha to have friendly attitude towards Russia.
An attitude that would lead to conciliation between two parties. Bayraktar
would have witnessed it if he had not been murdered during the rebellion in
Constantinople™.'”!

Though the efforts for conciliation had failed at that time, they would
succeed 4 years later regardless of Napoleon's and his colleagues' hopes and
machinations. Manuk Bey played an exceptional role in this success as well.

On August 6", 1813, more than a year after the Treaty of Bucharest
Manuk Bey sent a friendly letter from Sibiu to Prince Hovakim Lazaryan in
Petersburg, pointing out the obstacles that must have been overcome in order to
achieve the conciliation between fighting parties “in spite of evil Napolcon’s
machinations who was encouraging Turks...” '

11.
To Support his Homeland

The Treaty of Bucharest opened a new page in Manuk Bey’s life.

His further activities were all connected with Russian interests.

However, he had not completely broken all connections with Turks,
especially with those who accompanied him during his lifetime on the banks of
the Danube.

The Treaty of Bucharest was another proof of Manuk Bey’s goodwill
towards Turks, particularly captives who would return from Russia with Manuk
Bey’s friends among them. They were Pahlevan Pasha, Ipsilal Ahmed Pasha,
Arab Pasha, Capan Oglu Mehmed Pasha, Moral Ali Pasha and many other
outstanding people who had been working under the reign of Bayraktar. Manuk
Bey had helped most of them in captivity and as they reached Bucharest to later
move to Turkey Manuk Bey was endeavoring help them as much as he could.
Not trusting new Turkish government, Kyoshe Kehya Ahmed Efendi stayed in
Nikolaevka and Ramiz Pasha was still in Jasi.'”

After Kutuzov ignited and emptied Rusjuk on July 12", 1811, Bosnak
Abdullah who had followed Manuk Bey’s order and surrendered it to Russians

"' The central state historical archive in Leningrad fund 880, 5, case 7, paper 191-195
12 See in the same place, paper 212.
19 Mseryan, pg. 221-222.
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without fight nine months carlier on October 5™, 1810, now returned to Rusjuk
to again become the governor of Rusjuk and found it in misery. The first thing
that came to his mind was inviting Manuk Bey to Rusjuk, being sure that he
was the only one to get the city out of misery. For this purpose, he wrote
numerous letters to him. At first, Manuk Bey was suspicious and sent Papik to
Rusjuk who was warmly welcomed by Bosnak. Before returning Papik made
sure that the invitation was only for the sake of the city. However, under some
circumstances Manuk Bey was not able to go there. When Admiral Chichagov
took his armies out of Bucharest on October 2", 1812, Manuk Bey decided to
answer to Bosnak’s invitation. On October 18" he left for Rusjuk together with
Galib Bey, the head of the Turkish delegation whom was Bosnak had also asked
to convince Manuk Bey. Galib stayed in Rusjuk for only five days and left for
Shumla to visit the Grand Vizier. Manuk Bey stayed there for a while and
helped to reform the city where he was born and lived for a long time. For
instance, following Manuk Bey's advice Bosnak reduced the taxes of the
neighboring villages. '

12.
The Rage of the Sublime Porte

On those very days a new wave of rage overwhelmed the Sublime
Porte. The Porte started to take measures to punish those who humiliated it in
Bucharest.

It started to show this rage after the tragic death of Bayraktar against all
those who had helped him both in his efforts to destroy the dominion of
Jjanissaries or in his peace talks with Russia.

Some of them were punished just at the beginning of the events in
November 1808, and the others, escaping from janissaries’ revenge managed
Russians for asylum, among them former Kapudan Pasha Ramiz, Kyoshe-
Kehya Ahmed Efendithe governor of Rusjuk; Mehmed Memish Agha, the
governor of Trnova and others who were living in exile.

Those people who had taken part in the Treaty of Bucharest were also
persecuted. Indeed, the signatures under the treaty had not dried yet, when the
Sublime Porte started to chase all those who had somehow contributed to the
conclusion of the treaty, considered unfavorable for Turks and persecuted even
those who had been proponent of Russo-Turkish amity under the reign of
Bayraktar. The Sublime Porte saved Galib Bey, who enjoyed Sultan’s

"% Mseryan, pg. 222-225
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protection and he would reach the position of sadrazam in the future, but the
others were all being chased one by one.

The Sublime Porte had his own “tools” for the implementation of
persecution. Among them were new princes of Bucharest and lasi, particularly
Yanku Karaja Vodan, the governor of Bucharest who would come to become a
disaster for the population of Wallachia.

As we could see Manuk Bey stayed in Rusjuk for a long time where he
had gone on Bosnak Agha’s invitation. In November 1812, he was still in
Rusjuk when Yanku Karaja, new governor of Wallachia met the Grand Vizier
in Shumla and while in Tutrakan, he wanted to meet Manuk Bey. During the
meeting he expressed his gratitude and hinted that Manuk Bey had saved him
from capital punishment in Constantinople.

Manuk Bey returned to Rusjuk while Karaja went Bucharest to occupy
his post.

Manuk Bey was still in Rusjuk when he got news that Dimitrake
Mourouzis had been beheaded in Shumla for the role he played in conclusion of
the Russo-Turkish treaty. The information was reported by Papik, who had
heard it from prince Karaja. Karaja had asked Papik to inform Manuk bey and
advised him to be careful with Galib Bey and avoid correspondence with him as
the latter had also been sentenced to death for his participation in the conclusion
of the treaty.

Not having left Rusjuk for Bucharest, Manuk Bey got a letter from
Galib Bey who warned him to beware of Prince Karaja, informing that the latter
had good relations with evil Halet Efendi who was the bad spirit of Turkey and
wanted to see Manuk Bey murdered.'”

After fixing Bosnak’s problems hardly had Manuk Bey arrived in
Bucharest in December 1812 when he got a letter from a friend in Constan-
tinople, who reported detailed information about the conspiracies that Halet and
Karaja had jointly planned for killing Manuk Bey and Galib Bey as participants
of the Treaty of Bucharest. His friend from Constantinople also informed that
among the councilors of the city only Sheikholislam Ali Effendi had defended
Manuk Bey for his kindness and generosity towards unfortunate Turks.
However, Sheikholislam’s goodwill was not strong enough to prevent the
evil.'%

The first victim of the Sublime Porte was Dimitraki Mourouzis who had
been the chief translator and advisor of the Turkish delegation during the

19 Mseryan, pg. 232-233.
1% Mseryan, pg. 233-236.
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negotiations in Bucharest and was beheaded in Shumla as a traitor of the
country on October 26", 1812 (November 8™).

A few days later on November 1¥/13™ his brother Panayot Mourouzis
would also be beheaded in Constantinople as a traitor.

But the list would not be limited by those two.

Yohan Karaja Voda, new prince of Wallachia would arrive in Bucharest
on December 12/24" of the same year having the order to chase and entrap
other “traitors™ too. The first one to be entrapped was Ramiz, famous Kapudan
Pasha. Being deceived by the Sublime Porte’s announcements about the
amnesty granted to him, he left his Russian shelter at first for lasi then for
Bucharest for reaching Constantinople without even suspecting that Kapuji-
Bashi had already been sent to Bucharest by the Sublime Porte with the order of
his capital punishment. He was beheaded on March 25", 1813 near Bucharest in
a place named Colentina.

Those people, who had somehow supported Russia, were also subjected
to torture. Sebastyans brothers were among them.

On December 23%, 1812 Fleischacker, the Austrian council of
Bucharest informed his government that the two Sebastyan brothers who had
occupied the posts of Portar-Bashi in Iasi and Bucharest were dismissed by the
new princes.'” Those were Mesrop and Gabriel Sebastyans. Poghos had
disappeared and Martin was not yet targeted.

Karaja was determined to entrap the great hunt. This hunt was Manuk
Bey.

"7 Hurmuzachi, Documents, vol. 20, part 1, pg. 62
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Pages from Manuk Bey’s Life #
Siruni II.Ch.
Supporting Kutuzov
13.
Manuk Bey Escapes from Turkey Forever

Manuk Bey was wise enough to escape from Turkey before being
persecuted like the others. On January 18", 1813, Alexander Hangerli, the
former prince of Moldova informed Manuk Bey that Karaja was waiting for the
best moment to entrap him. Manuk Bey’s partners in Constantinople had also
warned him. '%

This was an alert for persecution that would soon be realized but for
Manuk Bey’s prudence. Indeed, a few days later, on April 1%, Manuk escaped
from Turkey at night, finding a shelter in Sibiu.

This was Manuk Bey’s last departure from Romanian land and Turkey.
He had left a good name and sympathy on the banks of the Danube and
Dambovita, as well as in Rusjuk and Bucharest. However, some people were
delighted with his escape, among them Yanku Karaja and Skarlat Kalimak, the
new princes of Wallachia and Moldova who had once been respectable people
but after coming to the posts they became the “puppets” of the Sublime Porte.

French agents were also delighted as they lost a deadly enemy in the
face of Manuk Bey.

On June 9", 1813, Lduh, the French consul of Bucharest reports Marle
that he has already informed in his previous letter about Manuk Bey’s escape
and sequestration of his properties. Now, he wants to add that the prince of
Wallachia was instructed from the Sublime Porte not to remove the ban and not
to pay attention to the Russian consul’s complaints. Moreover, it is said that the
Sublime Porte demanded Manuk Bey from the Russian delegate as he was
considered a deserter and allegedly had to return a great sum of money. '

Nevertheless, Turks did not want to let Manuk Bey leave not only
because they needed his service in the economy of the country on the banks of
the Danube, but also it would be disastrous for them if the latter got thoroughly
under Russian control after the war.

Manuk Bey’s archive contains a number of letters from Turkish
officials inviting him to Constantinople and assuring that the Sublime Porte

The end. See the beginning in “Archives of Banber in Armenia”, N 3,1969 and N 2,
1970

"% The archive of the history museum of Bucharest, N 35091
' The archive of the history museum of Bucharest, N 35091
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thinks highly of him and there is no reason for not returning to the motherland.
On May 22", 1813, he would get his first invitation from Kehya Zade Ahmed
Amish Agha who had been Manuk’s friend in the days of Bayraktar and
managed to save his positions under the new government. '

Manuk Bey not only did not take those invitations seriously and stayed
true to his standpoint but also sent Ahmed Efendi a letter from Sibiu to
Kishinev, advising him not to trust the words of the Sublime Porte agents that
would come to invite him to Constantinople as well.'"!

At the same time, Manuk Bey did not leave these friendly invitations
unanswered. On June 23", 1813 he wrote to Ahmed Amish Agha about the
motives that bothered him and the atmosphere that still existed in the Ottoman
capital. '"?

However, new invitations were still being sent. On August 11" and 14",
1813 Manuk Bey received new friendly letters that were left unanswered, '

In future Turks would still need Manuk Bey as before for the
negotiations with Russia.

On July 25", 1815 (when Manuk Bey had already left Turkish land for a
long time), Suleiman Siri, who was responsible for the towers restoration in
Silitra, asked Asatur Avetyan, Manuk Bey’s representative in Bucharest to
support him for the purchase in Bucharest."

The Turks that were sheltered by Russians often needed Manuk Bey’s
help. Together with them Manuk Bey’s former companions that had stayed in
Turkey, continued their amicable relations with him.

On March 9", 1816 Yusuf Agha, the governor of Berkovcha sent 33 kg
of tobacco to Manuk Bey as a present though he had already left for Petersburg
by that time. '"*

This is not all. The Turks, that were sheltered or captured in Russia,
always needed Manuk Bey’s financial support both in the time of living on
Romanian land and after leaving it. A lot of letters asking for support are now
kept in the Museum of Bucharest, ''®

We may add that Manuk Bey had to make great efforts to move his
family that was kept in Bucharest as a hostage to Transylvania and to save his
properties under the Turkish reign.

"% Hurmuzachi, Documents, vol. 16, pg. 9

""" The archive of the history museum of Bucharest, N 26407, 26528, 35062,35093
"2 See in the same place, N 35059 _

"% See in the same place, N 35166 a and 35167

""" See in the same place, N 35168, 35160

"% See in the same place, N 35104

"' See in the same place, N 35143
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On May 12" 1813 Fleischacker, the Austrian consul of Bucharest
informs the Prime Minister Metternich in Wien about the sequestration of
Manuk Bey’s properties and the problem of keeping his family as a hostage. He
also writes about applications that the Russian Ambassador to Constantinople is
making on those matters. '’

On July 2™, 1813 Count Rumyantsev, the Prime Minister of Russia
instructs Italinsky, the Russian Ambassador to Constantinople to negotiate with
the Sublime Porte so that the latter returns Russian citizen Manuk Bey's
properties on Turkish land. '®

On the other hand, on February 2", 1814 Manuk Bey asks Galib Bey,
the Minister of Interior to instruct Bucharest to take the seal of his house (that
was taken by Yanku Karaja Voda) and to allow his family to move to him. '’

However, Manuk Bey's family could move to Transylvania only in May
1814,

A new page would open in Manuk Bey's life 4 years after leaving
Turkey. This page was also full of remarkable episodes of his service in favor of
Russian interests. Among those moments are Manuk Bey's contact with
Emperor Alexander 1 in Wien and his invitation to live on Russian land; the
establishment of a household in Hincesti; his great plans of building a town near
Reni; the post that was entrusted to him by Russian royal court to watch Turkish
movements in Danube and to control the work of the princes of Bucharest and
lasi. These are episodes that are worth becoming material for articles and being
uncovered in the monograph dedicated to Manuk Bey's life and work.

14.
Manuk and his Armenians

We cannot close this page of Manuk Bey's life without referring to his
Armenian co-thinkers who supported him in the time of his service to Russia
during the war and in his work for the treaty of solidarity.

Indeed, Manuk was always surrounded with trustworthy and loyal
people. Besides a great number of companions he had in his commercial
activities on both sides of the Danube, there was also another group of people
under his disposal supporting in political activities.

117 See in the same place, N 26373, 26400, 26441, 26472, 26480, 26514, 35155, etc.
8 trurmuzachi, Documents, 20, 1, pg. 93
"9 Bezvekuni, Manuk Bey, pg. 28
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Manuk Bey's political supporters were four Sebastyans: Poghos,
Mesrop and Gabriel brothers and Mesrop's son Martin. Knowing languages and
being aware of political intrigues, Sebastyans were well-known on both sides of
the Danube and provided various services to Romanian princes. Manuk Bey
also made use of their support during his contact with Russia. In the days of
Bayraktar, Poghos Sebastyan mostly served as an envoy. Mesrop was writing
his letters exclusively in Armenian letters, though his native language was
Turkish. Gabriel was fulfilling practical activities. Martin became known a little
later in 1808.

Sebastyans were always devoted to their work and participated in all
phases of Manuk Bey's negotiations with Russia. Manuk Bey himself was also
very supportive to them.

Brothers Sebastyans would continue serving in favor of Russian
interests even after the treaty of solidarity, enjoying Russian defense.

On July 13/25"™, 1813 Russian Chancellor Neselrod wrote a letter from
Petersburg to Italinsky, the Russian Ambassador to Constantinople informing
that Tsar had granted a citizenship to Manuk Bey. Hence, he instructed to
provide the necessary protection so that Manuk Bey would be able to organize
his work in Wallachia and Moldova, making use of privilages that the Treaty of
Bucharest presented to the citizens of both empires. The Chancellor added that
the citizenship was also granted to Poghos, Mesrop and Gabriel Sebastyans and
the same protection must be provided to them as well. '*°

Still, no one was so devoted to Manuk Bey as Papik Artinyan and
Asatur Avetyan were. They were Manuk Bey's loyal companions not only in his
personal work but also during his service to Russia.

After residing in Russia, Manuk Bey made an appeal to Russian royal
court to grant titles to his companions, referring to their active participation in
pro-Russian activities.

For instance, Asatur was Manuk Bey's deputy on the days of Sultan
Mustafa and became the governor of Sistov under the reign of Bayraktar. On
the days of Commander-in-Chief Kamentsky, he settled down in Zimnica, near
Sistov and was sending Manuk Bey good news from Kamentsky. The
negotiations of Nikopol and Kule were made due to Asatur. On the days of
Kutuzov, he stayed in Zimnica and was sending accurate news to Giurgiova. He
stayed in Zimnica until the signing of the treaty.

Asatur was also Manuk Bey's brother-in-law and he spent three years
(1813-1816) to run Manuk's work and finally moved to Besarabia.

120 The archive of the history museum of Bucharest, N 35168
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Now about Papik. On the days of Bayraktar Pasha he was in military
service and governed Gabrova and Devrinden. Knowing the Balkans very well,
he was very helpful to Commander-in-Chief Bagration and served under the
command of Zasi. Later on, Papik became involved in Kamentsky's activitics.
121

Papik accompanied Manuk to Constantinople and had to escape with
him after the tragic events of 1808. Later, he played a remarkable role in the
capitulation of Danubian fortresses.

The number of Armenians supporting Manuk Bey is not limited to these
people. He would find companions everywhere.

DOCUMENTS

The documents, that we have, thoroughly uncover Manuk Bey’s decisive
role in the new phase of the war, aimed at hastening the Russo-Turkish
conciliation thus preventing Napoleon’s success.

Most of these documents would be attached to the monograph dedicated
to Manuk Bey’s life and deeds. They are now being translated into Armenian
from Romanian.

However, we will attach some of them to the second part of our article as
we did in the first one. The introduced documents refer mostly to Manuk Bey’s
activities fulfilled in the last phase of the Russo-Turkish war when Bayraktar’s
was already dead and Manuk Bey was acting exclusively in favor of Russian
interests.

1.
About Martin Sebastyan-Prozorovsky Meeting
Bucharest, December 2™, 1808 (November 20™)

(A passage from the meeting taken place in Bucharest on November 20",
1808, Martin Sebastyan, being sent by Ahmed Efendi brings letters and gifts to
Marshal Prince Prozorovsky).

I Hurmuzachi, Documents, 20, 1, pg. 162
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Sebastyan tells the Marshal that Ahmed Efendi has sent him with a
friendly letter for recovering amicable relations and strengthening ties between
them. Being the successor of Mustafa Pasha he wants to earn Prozorovsky’s
trust and respect.

The Marshal responds that he has heard of Ahmed Efendi and as the
latter has come to substitute his friend late Mustafa Pasha, he will love to build

good relations with him as neighbors.

On behalf of Ahmed Efendi, Martin asks Prozorovsky to accept his gifts
as a sign of amity.

The Marshal accepts them and adds that he came to Bucharest for a
short period and did not bring anything to gift in response but he will send the
proof of their mutual amity from lasi.

Later on, the Marshal wonders whether the revolution ended in Cons-
tantinople.

In response, Martin states that the revolution lasted only for three days
and when rebel janissaries saw Sultan Mustafa’s corpse, they calmed down and
started obeying Sultan Mahmut’s orders. Martin adds that Mustafa Pasha
sacrificed himself not to be caught by the rebels that were threatening his life.

The Marshal expresses condolence for his friend’s tragic death and
states that Mustafa must not have tried to change the old Ottoman military
system with a single blow.

Prozorovsky wants to know the causes of the rebellion.

Martin answers that janissaries had reasons for being discontent and at
the same time they had come to a secret agreement with late Sultan Mustafa.
His brother (Mahmud II) had to sacrifice him to put an end to the rebellion that
was threatening his throne and making rebels consider him as their leader.

The Marshal wonders whether janissaries or seymens'”” won as a result.
In response, Martin says that seymens withdrew to Skyutar after their defeat.

The Marshal wants to know who the Grand Vizier is. Martin answers
that Sultan Selim appointed Arnavut Memis Efendi Pasha to that post, who had
protected Wallachia from the raid of Pazvanoglu, the governor of Vidin under
the reign of Sultan Selim. Martin adds that Bekir Agha who had substituted
Ahmed Efendi in his absence in Rusjuk was not murdered as the news
indicated. Moreover, he recovered his relations with Ahmed Efendi, promising
to serve in favor of public interests.

The Marshal knows that many mosques were burned in the capital and
wonders whether Hagia Sophia was among them. He also wants to know how
many people were killed in the fighting.

122 geymen- an army created by Bayraktar
161



Martin answers that many Turkish houses were on fire. However,
mosques were protected and the fire ignited in Hagia Sophia was extinguished.
As regarded the number of victims, it reached 15000 from both sides.

The Marshal says that Kapudan Pasha was released, sheltering on the
ship.

Martin confirms the news and adds that the latter reached Vize (near
Media) together with Kadir Pasha and settled not far from the capital. Bekir
Agha’s army comprised of 15000 soldiers was also there.

The Marshal states that Kapudan Pasha will possibly go to Ahmed
Efendi in Rusjuk and ask for shelter in Wallachia. In that case, he (Prozorovsky)
will accept him and offer his protection.

The Marshal also wants to know who the Reis Efendi is.

Martin answers that Sultan Mahmud appointed Galib Bey to that post.

The Marshal asks for information about Manuk Bey and Governor
Bibikar.

Martin tells him that when Ahmed Efendi knew about Mnauk Bey’s
visit to Vize, he sent a rider to accompany him and they must have already
arrived. As regarded Bibikar, who left Rusjuk for Constantinople after Manuk
Bey, stayed there with his family.

The Marshal notices that Sultan Mahmud is the last representative of
the Ottoman family and does not have an inheritor.

Martin mentions that none of his sultanas is pregnant yet.

The Marshal asks whether Pehlivan Aghas’ resignation will be
accepted.

Martin answer that Ahmed Efendi rejected the latter’s resignation and
invited him to continue the service under his reign as well.

The Marshal says that the nazir of Bralia, the enemy of late Mustafa
Pasha must been very content with his death.

Martin answers that the latter should also reconcile with Ahmed Efendi
who is gentler than Mustafa.

The Marshal asks Martin to feel like home until his response to Ahmed
Efendi is ready. He once more defines Martin’s visit as a sign of amity with his
good neighbor Rusjuk.

The archive of Russian foreign relations in Russia, case 1922, papers
495-496. A passage in French.
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2.
From Kiriko, the Russian Consul of Bucharest to Prince Prozorovsky
Bucharest, 10 January 1809 (29 December 1808)

Dragoman Manuk secretly informed me that when leaving Rusjuk he had
advised former Kapudan Pasha Ramiz, who had settled there lately, to move to
Russians in Wallachia, where he would have been welcomed warmly especially
taking into account the fact that he was originally from Krim. However, he had
refused, reasoning the necessity of staying in Turkey for anti-revolution.

Manuk told me that Ahmed Efendi has tuberculosis developed during
the revolution and he may unexpectedly die, leaving Rusjuk in a mess. This is
why Manuk Bey hurried to leave Rusjuk and he will try to move his family to
Bucharest as well at the earliest opportunity.

He was reported from Rusjuk that Ahmed Efendi had appointed many
officers to different posts. Besides, Pehlivan Agha is expected to arrive in
Rusjuk and according to some news the envoys of the Sublime Porte are about
to reach the Danube. However, the riot and rebellion in Vize and Adrianople
warn about an impending internal war and threaten to give rise to bustle in
Bulgaria and Rumelia. Hence, there is nothing in Vidin and Rusjuk to worry
about. As regarded Ahmed Efendi, he did not receive anything official from the
Sublime Porte.

The archive of Russian foreign relations in Russia, case 1928, paper 36.

French copy.

3.
From Luca Kiriko to Prince Prozorovsky
Bucharest, January 17/29", 1809

Dragoman Manuk showed me a letter sent from Papik, his agent in
Rusjuk who is Ahmed Efendi’s trustworthy man and also presents Manuk Bey’s
interests in his absence. He reports the following:

Pehlivan Agha of Izmail wanted to come to Rusjuk to celebrate Kuban
Bayram in a village that was under the reign of Ahmed Efendi. He left his
deputy Aba Agha and 1000 devoted soldiers in Izmail as proxy, bringing around
700 with him to Babadagh. When Pehlivan Agha stopped in Kuskunjuk village,
he received news from Aba Agha. According to it the former Grand Vizier
Celebi Pasha '** whom Mustafa Pasha had sent from Constantinople to Izmail to

123 Celebi Mustafa, the Grand Vizier, May 4 1807- 29 July 1808
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keep the army with his financial means for the defense of the fortress, had
announced that the population did not want to sce Pehlivan and his deputy in
Izmail.

When Pehlivan Agha reported Ahmed Efendi about the situation, the
latter immediately sent Hachi Amil Agha to personally tell Pehlivan not to take
measures against the aggressor yet and leave the city and its mislead population
to the mercy of fate. Hachi Amil Agha also instructed to inform the population
that no one would fight against them and invade the city. Still, they would have
to protect the city like Pehlivan Agha did in case of possible Russian attacks
and must be able not to surrender it. After Pehlivan Agha left his post, only
2000 soldiers stayed in Izmail who would later give rise to arguments and riot.
Ahmed Efendi wanted to make use of loyal Pehlivan Agha and his experienced
soldiers against Yalikoglu’s'* conspirators and other rebels.

Manuk Bey assured that Mesrop Sebastyan did not know the news that
was kept in secret in Rusjuk. He also stated that this important fortress was still
Turks’ due to Pehlivan’s courage and persistence.

During a friendly conversation Manuk Bey told me that if Ahmed
Efendi does not protect Izmail with his soldiers from Rumelia and the Sublime
Porte trusts its protection not to Pehlivan Agha but someone else, the war will
definitely restart, the invasion of Izmail will become easier and even its
capitulation will be possible. He also told me that Ahmed Efendi is now calm
and safe from Russians. Hence he leaves Giurgiova and Izmail unprotected and
uses his forces against rebels and in those territories that are under threat of his
opponents. In case of re-establishment of enmity Manuk Bey will try to
convince Ahmed Efendi to reach common ground with Prozorovsky for two
fortresses, but now we should spare him. Manuk Bey promised me not to
discuss this question with anyone, taking into account the fact that his family is
still under Turkish control and it may be dangerous for them. He will wait until
conciliation to protect his family from threatening danger especially under
today’s conditions. Manuk Bey trusted me, being sure that I will never misuse
this information or abuse his trust. He will follow the development of
negotiations in order to understand when to offer his service to Prozorovsky. He
does not want to promise anything beforehand at the same time cherishing a
hope to be useful to us.

Manuk Bey hinted that we have a serious opponent in the face of
Austria that is continuously misleading Turks. On this occasion, I would draw
your attention to Austrian agent Brenner’s trip to lasi allegedly for supporting
Duldner in absence of Hummer who could not return to lasi because of his bad

124 yalikoglu Suleiman who had been appointed to the post by the Sublime Porte
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relations ‘with the. Divan of Moldova and Russians. This trip could possibly.
pursue a diplomatic purpose for the disputable problems of Austrian consulate
in Moldova, aimed at spying and and finding the applications of iconsuls,
especially those concerning Wallachia.

Manuk Bey agrees to reveal all the secrets he knows only on condition
that the Sublime'' Porte will not ‘again become the reign of the country.
Otherwise, he finds it pointless to endanger his life. Manuk Bey explains that
when the Sublime Porte knows that all its interests and secrets on the opposite
bank of the Danube have been uncovered, he will have to leave Wallachia,
asking for asylum elsewhere to be safe from the persecution of Turks and
Greeks.

I promised him to keep the confidentiality of our conversation taking
into account the serious influence that he has on the opinion of Ahmed Efendi
and some officials of the Sublime Porte and also considering Sultan’s gratitude
towards late Mustafa Pasha’s Armenian bankers. Manuk Bey emphasized the
importance of concealing the events and showing his devotion to Turkish
interests as long as possible thus creating an impression that he will use his
relations with the Marshal in favor of Turkish interests.

I find it necessary to report these details to the Marshal, asking him to
keep them secret so that Manuk Bey does not lose his trust towards me and
keeps on revealing important information. Manuk Bey told me the following,
“Without promising anything beforehand I hope that the provided information
and my means will be useful to Prozorovsky more than an army comprised of
20000 soldiers™.

The archive of Russian foreign relations in Russia, case 1928, paper 82-
84. French copy.

4.

About Manuk Bey- Commander Miloradovich Mecting
Bucharest, March 4", 1809

(A report about the secret meeting of Miloradovich and dragoman Manuk
Bey organized through Kiriko in the Commander’s castle).

Manuk Bey expresses his gratitude for Prozorovsky’s kindness who has
agreed to accept his family. In his turn, the Commander passes the Marshal’s
best wishes to Manuk Bey.

Later on, Miloradovich says that Prozorovsky has authorized him to
elaborate a plan of activities to achieve the aim Manuk Bey has promised
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before, i.e. in case of failed negotiations facilitate the capitulation of Izmail and
Giurgiova through convinecing Ahmed Efendi.

The Commander asks Manuk Bey whether he has any news from his
loyal companion Papik and whether Ahmed Efendi will agree to cede the
fortress without fighting in case of re-establishment of enmity.

Based on the existing situation and the nature of Rusjuk population
Manuk Bey finds the capitulation impossible without Russian army’s actions in
Danube regions. He even thinks that if Russian army comprised of 15000
soldiers makes an appearance in Pietra, Ruhova, Nikopolis, Silistra and Galatia
then Izmail, Giurgiova and Braila will automatically surrender because the
populations of different regions of Ruelia and Danube will not be able to leave
their places for protecting those fortresses. Besides, Ahmed Efendi will not
provide Izmail and Braila with food and military forces. Hence, if Russian army
invades Rusjuk for 10 days, he will have the ground to gather its people and
convince to surrender to Russians in order to save their families and properties.
Later on, he will forbid them to get involved in the defense of Giurgiova. As a
result, the capitulation of both Rusjuk and Giurgiova will become possible.
Besides, this is the only way to make sure that 6000 rifles of Rusjuk will not be
transferred to Giurgiova as the population of Rusjuk will use them for their
protection. Hence, in spite of Ahmed Efendi’s willingness to help, he cannot
prevent the transfer of military forces to Giurgiova without this plan.

Miloradovich notices that in fact Ahmed Efendi cannot be thoroughly
relied on for the capitulation of Izmail and Giurgiova as Manuk Bey promised.

Manuk Bey says, that based on the data, he supposes that in order to
achieve the capitulation of Giurgiova, Izmail, Bralia and even Vidin, the
Russian army must cross the Danube without losing time and head to Balkans to
frighten their populations and even that of Constantinople. This is the only way
to capitulate these defenseless fortresses without bloodshed. Otherwise, Turks
though being split inside will unite and collectively fight against their religious
enemy. Besides, Manuk Bey states that he did not promise to make Ahmed
Efendi surrender Giurgiova without Russian army’s invasion on Rusjuk.

The Commander answers that the plan is a good one but they need to
understand if there is no other way to capitulate the fortresses. For this purpose,
Manuk Bey has to make Ahmed Efendi understand that this war greatly differs
from the one of Michaelson and it will reach its extreme point if needed. The
Marshal has already obtained all the means necessary to his army and in Barlad
he has powerful artillery ready to invade. Taking into account the Marshal’s
persistent nature, Ahmed Efendi is destined to defeat before the invasion of
Giurgiova. As Ahmed Efendi is surrounded with enemies and opponents, he
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should find his rescue in reaching common ground with Russians and
surrendering his fortress.

Manuk Bey says that as a Turk Ahmed Efendi will not be able to do so
despite his wish as the small distance between Rusjuk and Giurgiova facilitates
the transfer of military forces in case of Russian attack. Turks will surely kill
Ahmed Efendi and will never voluntarily surrender any fortress. Manuk Bey
also adds that as Pehlivan Agha has left Izmail, that fortress is no longer under
the reign of Ahmed Efendi.

The Commander asks whether Manuk can get response from Papik.

Manuk answers that he cannot reccive a response in written form but he
must soon send a messenger to Rusjuk to invite him for getting new infor-
mation.

The Commander delays the second secret meeting with Manuk Bey till
Papik’s arrival.

The Commander asks Manuk Bey to inform Ahmed Efendi about
Marshal’s goodwill and willingness to repay their service.

Manuk Bey assures the Commander of his loyalty to the Russian interest
from the times of living in Turkey and adds that currently being under the
protection of Russian imperial army, he should serve twice harder. At the same
time, he says that it is easier for him to make Ahmed Efendi move to Wallachia
from Rusjuk, than to organize the capitulation of Giurgiova without a part of
Russian army moving to the opposite bank of the Danube. Manuk Bey thinks
that this is the best time for invading as Turks split inside will not be able to
resist as nceded.

The Commander asks Manuk Bey to hasten Papik’s visit to know Ahmed
Efendi’s opinion and inform the Marshal. He also adds that they will not benefit
if Ahmed Efendi surrenders without the fortress, proving that his personal
qualities are not efficient for making him a fearful officer. In that case, he had
better stay there and be substituted with the one who is more talented in that
sphere.

Manuk Bey answers that at the moment Ahmed Efendi is more powerful
than all his opponents and he can neutralize anyone the Sublime Porte intends to
appoint to his post. In spite of it, he is not disappointed and is ready to serve in
favor of Russian interest as he did being in Bukres. At the same time, Manuk
Bey says that it should be taken into account that Rusjuk and Giurgiova are not
like Bukres.

The archive of Russian foreign relations in Russia, case 1928, paper 539-

542. French copy.
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S.
From Turkish Delegate Galib Bey to Manuk Bey
Iasi, March 12", 1809 (25 Muharram'* 1924)

... Having arrived in Iasi, I was looking for an occasion to express my
amity and respect towards you. The request for finance is the best occasion,
isn’t it?

Indeed, at the meeting in Bucharest you told me to turn to you in case of
financial difficulties without hesitation. Now I need some money and will be
thankful if you send 5000 kurus'?®, keeping this letter as a promissory note to
return after I repay my debt. If you need another promissory note, I can send it
to you. :
Accordingly, I am writing to you to inform that I will be grateful if you
send this amount to me. Taking the chance, I will express my respect to you. I
am concerned that Mesrop has not returned yet.

(SEAL)

Manuk Bey wrote a Turkish note in Armenian letters on the next page,
“Someone from Jasi asks to lend 5000 kurus”.

The archive of the history museum of Bucharest, IN 26233, original. In

Turkish.

6.
Galib Bey to Manuk Bey
Iasi, 12 March 1809 (25 Muharram 1924)

To Manuk Bey, the honorable friend of ours,

When we were in Bukres, during the conversation we had about finance
you told me that you would help me in case I was in need. At that moment I was
not in need and told you that [ would write if needed, at the same time thanking
for your offer. However, now I have to seek some things so as to pay to
different people and get money for certain expenses. [ would be grateful to you
if you send me 15.000 kurus either cash or by endorsement. I hope you will
send it as soon as possible and inform us what kind of promissory note I should
give.

(SEAL)
Seid Mehmed, Seid Galib

125 The first month of the Islamic calendar
126 Turkish currency
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On the other side of the paper Manuk Bey wrote a note in Turkish with
Armenian letters: “Someone wants 15 thousand kurus™.
Archive of history museum of Bucharest, No 26230. Original. In Turkish

7.
From Prince Prozorovsky to Count Rumyantsev
Iasi, March 17/29", 1809

My honorable Count Nikolay Petrovich,

On January 26", 1 sent a secret letter No 17 to your advisor secretary
Count Saltikov and also attached a copy of the collegium advisor Kiriko's letter,
including Manuk Bey's promise that in case of military operations launched
between Russia and the Sublime Porte he would assist us, convincing Ahmed
Efendi to surrender Izmail and Giurgiova fortresses. We could not make use of
his promise, because of being determined to start peace talks with the
representatives of the Ottoman Sublime Porte at that time. However, later, when
I sent the well-known announcement to Constantinople upon His Grace’s
personal order and was waiting for the negative answer of the Sublime Porte, I
focused all my attention to Manuk Bey’s promise in order to make use of it if
the war happened to start again. I was not able to go on a journey to Bucharest
to personally meet Manuk Bey and the correspondence would prolong the issue
to the detriment of us.

And as a deputy-commander, Miloradovich came here to participate in
the congress, which was not assembled though and as he would then return to
his official seat, I secretly instructed him to have a meeting with Manuk Bey
and elaborate a plan to convince Ahmed Efendi to first surrender Giurgiova.

You can find the copies of the orders that 1 gave to collegium’s advisor
Kiriko attached under the heading A. After it, on that very same day 1 got a
letter from Kiriko on the dangerous plight of not only Manuk Bey but also
Ahmed Efendi. I sent the copy of the above mentioned note to you on 13 March
together with the friendly letter No 65. You can find the orders I gave to
commanders Miloradovich and Kiriko from in the enclosed copies under the
heading B and C. Before deputy-commander Miloradovich arrival in Bucharest,
Manuk Bey's family had already arrived as 1 informed you in my letter No 63
sent to Your Highness on March 13™. Immediately after it Manuk Bey sent his
loyal man Papik to Slobozia and Rusjuk to convince former Kapudan-pasha
Ramiz and Ahmed Efendi to seek for shelter in Wallachia under the protection
of Russian armies. I attach Kiriko's letters about it under the headings D and E.
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Later on, on March 9" I received notes about Miloradovich-Manuk Bey meeting
under the headings F and G.

When I got the accurate news that the Sublime Porte substituted Ahmed
Efendi with another person and the latter was sentenced to death (I informed
you in my letter No 64 sent on March 13™, I found it convenient to persuade
commanders Miloradovich and Kiriko to inform Ahmed Efendi through Manuk
Bey about his dangerous plight and convince him to surrender Giurgiova and
come to settle in Wallachia. The references of my orders can be found under the
headings H and L.

At last, the next day I received Commander Kiriko's notes dated March
9™ and 10" under the headings L and M as well as Miloradovich's note, attached
under the heading N and O. All those notes made me understand some things:
on the one hand, even if Ahmed Efendi escape from Rusjuk to Wallachia,
Giurgiova will not surrender and on the other hand, at present the mentioned
fortress is in a bad condition with a very weak guard. Due to the suspects, the
Turks will have because of the transfers of our soldiers and as a result of the
steps the Sublime Porte will take immediately after it, the weak condition of
Giurgiova will change and in that case the capitulation of the that fortress will
be a loss of time and means. Also taking into account the fact that on the 20" of
this month time expires and my messenger should return from Constantinople
supposedly with negative news, I could not lose the perfect moment and ordered
Miloradovich to organize a sudden attack on Giurgiova, making its capture
possible. Full of fear, I will immediately inform His Majesty about it and send
the copy of my order given to Commander Miloradovich.

For His Majesty to be aware of the process of all the operations, I would
ask you, my honorable lord, to inform His Majesty about all the circumstances
described above.

Remembering His Majesty's positive opinion about me, which is the
greatest possible happiness in this world, I will be grateful if Your Excellency is
kind enough to inform me how His Majesty accepted my impudent decision. |
will wait for your answer with a great and unexplainable impatience...

Prince Prozorovsky A.

P.S. The messenger was about to leave, when I got references of letters
from Constantinople under the headings P and Q. As a matter of interest I also
attach a newsletter under the heading R sent from Vienne on March 3™ (new
calendar) that I received from Bucharest.

The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 1928, pp. 525-
528, Original in Russian
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8.
Mseryan about the Capitulation of Rusjuk, Sistov and Nicopol

Seeing that the fall was knocking doors and he still did not manage to
capture Shumlin, where the army of the Turkish regent was located, Kamentsky
gathered his whole army and attacked Rusjuk to have at least that city occupied.
The Bosnians, who were afraid that the city would be subjected to starvation
and that the cannon shells would not be enough, got the news on Russian attack
and decided to surrender.

Next time, when the Russian messener came to offer them to surrender
the city, they answered, “We will surrender if Manuk Bey comes and concludes
the treaty on his own”. When Kamentsky heard this he sent a man to invite
Manuk Bey. Without wasting time Manuk Bey rushed to meet him and reached
the Russian army. As Kamentsky did not trust Bosnians he did not let Manuk
Bey meet them in the fortress. He offered Bosnians to visit them. Five Bosnians
left the fortress and went to meet Manuk Bey. Entering the fortress the second
day, Manuk Bey talked to the Bosnians and Aleo Karnetsy Pasha and took the
Bosnians to the Russian army. Though the Bosnians had promised to surrender
the city, Manuk Bey talked about the terms set forth by their armies. The armies
were allowed to go to the regent’s army and were given carts for leaving and
having rest. The Bosnians together with the army left Rusjuk (on October 5h
1810) and the Tajik population (Turks) gathcred all their wealth and headed to
Shumlin. The city under cavalry's defense went under Russian control.

The surrender of Rusjuk had a terrible influence on the neighboring
fortresses, such as Sistov and Neapolis. The siege was not a fierce one (because
Russians had used all their in Rusjuk). Other fortresses also surrendered. When
they were offered to surrender, they answered they would not surrender
fortresses without fight unless Manuk Bey came. Hachi Ibish Ali Agha, the
governor of Neapolis and Zilidagh together with Ahmed Agha, the governor of
Sistov sent a letter to Mnauk Bey. When the letters reached Kamentsky he sent
them to Manuk Bey and asked him to personally go to Sistov and Neapolis,
because he was the only one to know how to capture those cities. On his way to
those cities, Manuk Bey faced a terrible incident. One of the tributaries of the
Danube was heavily flooded those days as a result of the rains and the migrants
had not waited for the river to calm down. Facing the death, they had rushed to
cross the river. Someone named Hachi Hakob Avetisyan had been with them
and he was the one to tell Manuk Bey about this incident. Even Manuk Bey’s
son had heard this story. The severity of this incident became evident when the
Russian soldier accompanying Manuk Bey drowned in the whirl of the river.
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Entering the fortresses and talking to the governors (on October 17"

Manuk Bey made the cities surrender to Russians on the same conditions
as Rusjuk had surrendered. The tajiks who were in that city went to
Danube. Manuk Bey provided Russian horsemen for accompanying them
so that no one stopped them on their way.

When the Turks emigrated from Rusjuk, Neapolis and Sistov Manuk bey
sent Mustafa Pasha Bayraktar's family with the same group. During this
emigration the personal qualities of many people were revealed. Manuk Bey
provided medicine, food and money not only to these emigrants but also to
janissaries, so that they did not need anything on their way. Experiencing
Manuk Bey's kindness, people told everyone in Constantinople about Manuk
Bey’s generosity. This news reached even Sultan. Sheikh-ul-islam, who had not
known Manuk Bey before, also heard about him. After these events, he showed
great sympathy for Manuk Bey as a gratitude for his kindness towards Tajiks.
Reaching Constantinople, Aghalar Aghasi, the general commander of
janissaries and Ejip Agha, one of those released due to Manuk Bey told
everyone about their endless gratitude to Manuk Bey. After it, the janissaries
changed their opinion about Armenians for the better.

Mseryan, see in the same place, pg. 207-212.

9.
About the Arrival of a New Turkish Delegate
Bucharest, 30 January 1811
(A part from a consular report)

...On January 26", a Turkish delegate reached Bucharest by the order of
Kapici Bashi. He was the same Numan Efendi, who had often been sent from
Shumla to bring letters from the Grand Vizier to Russian commanders. He had
the title of Head General (mirahor) and is served in the Grand Vizier’s house as
an officer. He stayed in Commander Italinsky’s neighboring house and was
warmly welcomed by both Russian constable and all the other commanders of
the army. According to some accurate news, the aim of his mission was
bringing a common polite letter from the Grand Vizier to Kamentsky and Reis
Efendi's long letter to Manuk Bey. He was authorized by the Grand Vizier to
start talks for conciliation with Russia without ceding even an inch of land. It is
quite predictable that this mission, just like the previous ones, would not
succeed. Russian impatience for peace is the only vivid thing in this case and
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nobody doubts that it will not be concluded immediately after the proud
announcement made to the whole Europe about that it is impossible to deny
principality.

Hurmuzachi, Documents, 16. Pg. 869, French copy.

10.
From Commander Kutuzov to Rumyantsev
Bucharest, March 7", 1812 (February 24™)

Honorable Count Nikolai Petrovich:

Manuk Bey was at Kehya Bey for some days. There he found Prince
Mourouzis, who was engaged in reading encoded letters in the next room while
the two proxies and Capan Oglu were quarreling in Galib Efendi’s large
reception hall about the condition of Turkish army and saying that it would be
so hard for it to struggle in a new war lacking the most necessary things, such as
tents.

Prince Mourouzis entered the hall and handed a letter in Turkish to
Kehya Bey. At that time Hamid Efendi, the second proxy asked them to stop
that unpleasant quarrel. After reading the letter, Galib Bey handed it to Hamid
Bey saying, “This should make you happy, we have very good news”.

Hamid Efendi returned the paper to Galib Bey, making the latter
understand that it must have been translated beforehand. Then, Kehya Bey
handed this paper to Capan Oglu, adding, “This is written to us by our com-
panion Mavroyeni”.

After Manuk Bey had informed me about this quarrel, I ordered him to
make efforts to know the content of the above mentioned paper but only a few
weeks ago he managed to do so.

Having a conversation with Galib Bey in front of four people, he asked
the latter whether the letter that Mourouzis had handed to him really contained
good news. Kehya Bey answered that the paper received from Mavroyeni
informed that the war between Russia and France is inevitable and it will start
very soon and that the French armies are in active operations and have already
crossed the Rhine.

It is my responsibility to inform Your Grace about the news received
from Galib Efendi and I think it is to the point to add that the French consul
Ldu, who is under my control, has informed nothing on the given preparations
to Turkish proxies and only informs them about the French victories in Spain,

something that he reminds me every time we meet.
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Best regards, and so on...
Count Mikhail Kutuzov
P.S. After writing this letter the state advisor Fonto introduced a record
about Manuk Bey-Kehya Bey meeting. Sending you the original of the record, I
will wait for your answer.
The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 1952, pp. 80-
81, Original in Russian.

11.
From Joseph Fonton to Commander Kutuzov
Bucharest, February, 17/29™, 1812

As Your Grace had ordered, yesterday | informed Manuk Bey about the
plan against the Ottoman Empire and your instructions concerning it. Based on
your order, I instructed him the manner he must adopt while dealing with Kehya
Bey.

I told him that Your Grace has been informed by a reliable source that the
plan made by other countries for many years aimed at spoiling the image of the
Ottoman Empire in Europe is very actual at the moment and its implementation
seems to come closer. I also informed that the same countries have noticed that
all the invasions of current war both in Europe and in Asia were mainly to the
detriment of the Sublime Porte and that the current invasion had a much more
tragic ending for it. Though Russia moved most of its army from Danube region
and has adopted the policy of protection, the Sublime Porte has gathered all its
forces ready to attack. I also told Manuk Bey that those countries have
concluded that Turks are not able to resist Russian royal court for a long time,
hence it is high time to divide the loot and that they want to offer this partition
to the royal court.

Then referring to Your Grace's concerns, I told Manuk Bey that the plan
is against both the Emperor's personal feclings and state interests. His Majesty's
goal is to achieve conciliation with reasonable conditions, frustrating the
machinations against the Sublime Porte and becoming the protector of the
latter's European properties. There is no need to consider the conciliation as an
end of the war as before. Here is an Empire that with God's grace has gained
advantages over the Sublime Porte in the war and now wants to define borders
through conciliation.

Then, | added that the ideas expressed by His Majesty are based on the
advice of other countries that want to get use of the situation to see the Ottoman
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Empire’s fall in Europe and that putting aside all motives, His Majesty's wish'is
cnough to make the Sublime Porte surrender.

(At this moment, I reminded Manuk Bey about the surrender of
Bukovina to Austria as a compensation for the broken promise). I told Manuk
Bey that His Imperial Highness can lay claim to these concessions as the right
of victory and the right of getting compensation for the loss suffered during the
five-year costly war. In case the Sublime Porte casts doubt on His Majesty's
noble and kind intentions, it is easy to convince him by offering not only
conciliation but also alliance by which the two countries guarantee mutual
support to each other in the struggle against their common encmies. [ also
mentioned that the description of Grand Master (Sultan) as a strong person and
his psychological strength made a great impression on His Grace but both the
Sultan and his government should put on a scale the minute concessions Russia
demands and the innumerable consequences of the dangerous situation the
Empire will experience in case the negotiations among the heading cabinets of
Europe end in agreement or even in war that will arise against the Sublime
Porte without giving opportunity to sign the treaty of solidarity with Russia.

I also added that other countries try to dissuade the Sublime Porte as they
know that the quickly obtained peace will hinder their plan of partition while
the ongoing war will ensure the implementation of that plan and will make the
task easier by reducing the hostile partics’ income and means of defense.

In the end, I made him notice that the Russo-Turkish conciliation Turkey
will keep its entire means to suppress the adherents to Wahhabism'?” and stand
as a mound counter to this gulf against the country and religion. Besides, the
Sublime Porte should also remember about the great influence Russia has on a
number on countries under the dominion of the Ottoman Empire and it is
illogical of Turkey to reject some concessions that will guarantce the
elimination of machinations around evoked around the country.

On that very day, Manuk Bey went to Galib Efendi, pretending that
having heard about my worries he had allegedly visited me and found me in no
mood. He had wanted to know the reason and I had answered that it was all
beacuse of bad news received from Your Grace. Introducing his actual concerns
as well, Manuk Bey told Galib Bey everything I had instructed before. Hearing
attentively up to the end, the latter made him understand that this partition had
long been an apple of discord. “Manuk Bey answered the longer plan is
developed the closer its execution will be unless it is prevented™.

As regarded to the treaty of alliance, Galib Efendi stated that he had
offered alliance to Commander Italinsky in a private meeting still in.Giurgiova,

127 An Islamic doctrine and religious movement
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but Italinsky had not answered. Manuk Bey. being. unaware of this fact, told
him that cither he had not properly explained everything to: Commander
Italinsky-or:His Grace had not been able to answer at that time.

Auiui Referring to this topic, Galib Bey reprimanded, saying that his experience
had i taught: him that royal courts of Europe would never adhere to :forcign
government if it was not driven by their interests. St

“Manuk Bey answered that he does not think all countries-are -guided by
the:same principle and referred to His Highness' sincere confession regarding
this/issue, i.e. the partition of the Ottoman Empire is never driven by Russian
interests-beécause taking into account the geographic features, its share from this
partition does not have the same importance as that of other countries. Manuk
Bey expressed his opinion, stating that Russian guarantee will be beneficial for
the -Ottoman- Empire. If the latter does not agree to conciliation, than the
Russian;court will be obliged to confirm the plan of partition and even if the
Sublime Porte is able to hinder its complete execution, the plan is deemed to
succeed by imaking concessions to Russians that will be greater than the ones
they demand at the moment.

During the whole meeting, the expression on Galib Bey’s face changed,
heiwas:sad and thoughtful. Manuk Bey dared tell him at that moment that
having . Turkish Sultan’s trust he should bear the responsibility to solve
numerous-difficulties and not be limited by playing the role of a mediator. In
case: his: records does not have the necessary influence on Sultan, he should
inform him everything orally through serious, reliable people who witness all
the events. '

Galib Bey answered Manuk Bey, “Our Sultan is young and his
passion makes me worry. We do not dare oppose his opinion. We have
tried the means you just offered. We also orally provided information to
him. When it came to the problem of conciliation, we sent Bekir Bey from
Rusjuk 1o him as a respectable person. But neither Bekir nor others dared
express their real opinions at his presence. Besides, the ministers and
officialsiwho live in Constantinople enjoying rest and peace are not
concerned with the difficulties the country is facing as much as we are,
supporting the army. As for me, sometimes I was too far from being a
mediator, sometimes I was even stronger than needed but I also share the
same fears”.

Manuk Bey answered him that taking into account Iis Iighness’
trust towards Bekir Bey and his (Ilis ITighness) high opinion about his
talents, hard work and loyalty, he can never become the “victim” of
Sultan’s passion that frightens others.
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Without informing Manuk Bey, Galib Bey found it nccessary to inform
the Sultan about the news he had received.
State advisor Joseph Fonton
The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 1982, pp.75-78,
Original in French

12.
From Commander Kutuzov to Rumyantsev
Bucharest, March 3", 1812 (20 February)
Deeply honored Count Nikolay Petrovich:

Following Your Highness’ secret letter of February 4", I instructed
Manuk Bey to meet Kehya Bey Galib Efendi and show him the benefits of
the Submile Porte in case of the Russo-Turkish conciliation and have a
dispute with him on political state of his country and on danger threatening
him.

This secret mission was entrusted to Manuk Bey through advisor Fonton
and was described in detail in the record that the latter had given to us. | attach
the original of the record to this letter so that you know the instructions given to
Manuk Bey and Galib Efendi’s opinion.

Waiting for your answer and so on. .. Count
Mikhail Kutuzov

The archive of Russian foreign relations in Moscow, case 1982, papers
73-74, Original in Russian.

13.

From Manuk Bey to Prince Hovakim Lazaryan
Sibiu, August 6", 1813

(Referring to the letter sent by Hovakim Lazaryan on June 26", 1813
from Petersburg in which Lazaryants was accusing him of not leaving Walla-
chia on time together with Russian armies and for later having to suddenly
escape from Bucharest. Manuk Bey answered Lazaryan on August 6™ 1813
from Sibiu where he had settled after escaping from Wallachia).

“,..My lord I am guilty, because I bought estates without making
preparations beforehand. And I did not sell my propertics on time so that
to meet Russian armies upon their arrival. Indeed, my lord, you have the
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right to be angry with me. Only God is infallible. I was blind to see that
these countries would never ever become Turkish, witnessing and hearing
from general commanders that the merciful emperor, as well as Prince
Rumyantsev had affection for these countries and were doing their best for
the sake of them. On the other hand, I could sce that Turks were weak and
were not able to struggle against Russians. I knew beforchand what
decision the merciful emperor had made for the borders of Danube.

(Manuk Bey remembers that the Russian commanders, who were initially
leading the army, could not take the advantage of circumstances and lost their
chance to crush the Turkish army three times. So they became the reason for the
delay of the victory. Being inspired with Napoleon’s encouragements, Turks did
not want to compromise during peace talks, which would not succeed without
Manuk Bey’s mediation).

My lord, this accursed Napoleon gave Turks so many hopes and
promises, that the border would not stretch from the river Burut till the
Danube but for your servant’s service as a mediator (meaning but for
Manuk Bey). Turks wanted the border of Bender and IHotun to stretch till
the river Konduk. Otherwise, Turks were ready to again fight against
Russians, encouraged by Napoleon’s and his Istanbulian friends’ advice.

Though Turkish ambassador Galib Efendi was an old friend of mine,
your servant (Manuk Bey) had to make numerous cfforts for talking to him
in sccret for the border to stretch from the river Barut till the Danube.
Then I informed Kutuzov and the latter reported to the Tsar. In answer to
Kutuzov’s letter, the Tsar ordered him to make use of my mediation to talk
to the Turkish ambassador. These negotiations were confidential. Only the
Turkish ambassador, Prince Kutuzov, his servants, Kutuzov’s and my
translator Fonton (who was Armenian) were aware of these negotiations.
No one else knew about them: neither two other Turkish ambassadors, nor
their translator Mourouzis, nor Russian ambassadors and Dulinsky. Prince
Kutuzov told me that the Emperor and Count Rumyantsev were aware of
my service in peace talks. God is witness, without having any profit, I
worked really hard, suffered a lot and spent a lot of money in order to
succeed as soon as possible. This was my service to the Emperor.

(Manuk Bey will later regret for not being able to ensure better
terms for peace talks because of some conditions and especially Napoleon’s
threats and firstly they were not able to set the two Danube principalities
free from Turkish dominion. In the continuation of his letter he writes).

«What else shall we do? Maybe it was not God’s will. Because of that
accursed Napoleon’s war we refrained from misfortune, moving our families.

178



For estate owners like us, it was like selling an incomparable treasury, which

would not only bring us seven times more income but also will be very useful

for the merciful Emperor. If the peace lasted for 7 years, the merciful Emperor
could get 50.000 that had always been kept.

The central state historical archive in Leningrad, fund 880, op. 5, case 7,

pp. 212-215, Original in Armenia.
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