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Prologue

After the Armenian-Azerbaijani 44-day war (September 27-November 9),
in order to gradually strengthen its positions, and countering Azerbaijan’s and
Turkey’s policy aimed at weakening the Republic of Armenia and the Islamic
Republic of Iran, we propose on the agenda of the current Armenian-
Azerbaijani negotiations an issue that has never been discussed before, and
which will significantly strengthen the position of the Armenian and Iranian
sides, as well as will diminish the capacities of implementing of the Turkish-
Azerbaijani tandem’s pan-Turkic program.

The tripartite statement of November 9, 2020

No secret that the Azerbaijani side is striving to get more from the
negotiations with Armenia than it was envisaged by the trilateral (Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Russia) statement of November 10, 2020. In particular, the clause
about unblocking of roads is interpreted as a corridor to be provided to
Azerbaijan through the Armenian territory. Moreover, it was repeatedly said
at the level of that country’s leader at least two corridors are meant — one of
which is railway (through Meghri, 42 km long), the other is automobile road
(through Sisian, about 30-40 km), which will be carried out by the Russian
side. At the same time, the above statement does not give any guarantees for
the safe passage for the Armenian passengers and goods through Nakhichevan
via [jevan-Kazakh. Consequently, if the communications are unblocked, the
Turkish-Azerbaijani side will definitely benefit, and Armenia will decrease its
level as an international subject: instead of receiving unblocked and dangerous
as well as incomparably much longer roads, Armenia, in fact, will remain in
the state of blockade. To find a way out of this situation, the Armenian
authorities can put forward the following demand.

*Submitted as of 17. III. 2022, reviewed on 24. IIl. 2022, approved for
publication on 01. IV. 2022. The observations addressed in the article were
presented to the parliamentary sessions on demarcation and delimitation organized
in the National Assembly on November 29, 2021, they were discussed in the press,
too.
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From the history of the Armenian-Turkish delimitation

As known, according to the Moscow and Kars treaties, Akhuryan-Araxes
riverbed became the Armenian-Turkish border, as a result of which the
Surmalu district (uezd) (Surb Mari, historical Masyatsotn), together with
Mount Ararat (around 3,6 thousand sq. km), which has always been a part of
the Erivan province and never a part of Ottoman Empire before, has been
given to Turkey. As a result of the Turkish-Azerbaijani interaction, the
border was delineated in such a way that a narrow protrusion located in the
eastern part of the Surmalu district, stretching from the north to the south-
east between river Araxes and its right tributary Karasu, became a common
corridor between once Armenian, but now Azerbaijani Nakhichevan and
Turkey. As a result of such a territorial redistribution, at the same time, Iran
and Armenia, standing opposite at a distance of only 2-4,5 km from each
other, have lost an arch-shaped 25 km of the common border.

It is obvious that this project, implemented 100 years ago, clearly
pursued pan-Turkic goals. To complete them, the Turkish-Tatar forces also
tried to annex Zangezur in order to incorporate it into Azerbaijan. However,
due the Armenian people’s heroic struggle during 1918-1921 in Syunik, and
Soviet Russia’s policy of turning that region into an obstacle against the
pan-Turkic plans, Syunik remained as a part of Armenia. Therefore, it is not
occasional that today the Azerbaijani leadership, with the support of Turkey,
is attempting to extend its influence over Syunik and aspires to bring this
long-standing project to end by destroying the Armenian statehood.

Reasoning to contradict Pan-Turanism

In the present situation that seems hopeless, Armenia, in fact, has serious
arguments at hand for opposing the Turkish-Azerbaijani side.

1. In case of demand of transborder passages from Kovsakan (Zangelan)
through Meghri to Ordubad and Berdzor (Lachin) through Angehakot to
Nakhichevan with the total length of more than 80 km, it is necessary to
demand from Turkey a passage from Ararat marz of Armenia to the right
bank of Araxes, and from there to river Karasu, dividing the Turkish-Iranian
border, and from there an access to Iran with the same international crossing
procedures (customs checking, granting entry visas, etc.), Armenia can
claim entry from Turkey. To add, there are three such convenient points
stretching for 25-kilometer arched-shaped distance along the rivers Araxes-
Karasu under the Turkish control that may serve as a passage from Armenia
to Iran, namely: a) in the southernmost part the distance from the point
crossing the borders of Armenia, Turkey and Azerbaijan (Nakhichevan)
(located south-west of the Armash lakes) to the Turkish-Iranian border is
only 2 km. From Surenavan, located in the center of the same arch, the
Turkish-Azerbaijani arch is located at a distance of 2,3 km to the Iranian
Kukh, while in north, south of town of Ararat, the village Noyakert is 2,7
km far from the border. The last route, although is the longest, it is actually
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the most convenient one, as two others in south come close to the Armash
lakes having significant ecological importance and, any road construction
may damage the location’s ecology. In fact, the northern passage is the
closest to Yerevan-Ararat highway: a bridge was constructed on this road
over lake-river Karasu, acting as the Turkish-Iranian border; checkpoint
buildings of both countries stand at its both ends. Accordingly, if this option
is chosen, what remains is to build only one bridge over Araxes. Passing
through the Iranian territory, one road leads along the slope of Small Masis
to the town of Maku, the other goes south to Jugha (Julfa) and to the central
regions of the Islamic Republic of Iran. This option will be conditionally
called by the names of the settlements of three countries (Armenia, Turkey
and Iran) located on this route Noyakert-Karabekir-Kukh.

2. At the initial stage, it can be a 3-4 km long road passing through the
Turkish territory. In case of a possible consent between the parties, an
overpass, or, which is safer — a tunnel can be built under Araxes and the
aforementioned arch and up to the Iranian border. Moreover, the latter, no
matter how unrealistic it may seem, can be perceived as an example of partial
compensation to Armenia and the Armenian people for the Armenian
Genocide. By the way, construction of a tunnel, the costs of which cannot
exceed $ 300 million, will be advisable especially given the fact that it will not
cross the Turkish-Azerbaijani strategic road Igdir-Nakhichevan and will not
be questioning the interests of any settlement lying on this arch.

We should note that if Armenia receives a similar access, it will receive a
road from the Ararat Valley to Iran along the eastern sections of the Sharur
and Nakhichevan valleys, on the right bank of the Araxes River, mainly
through flat steppes to Julfa (Jugha) and from there to Maku, Maranda,
Tabriz and Tehran. That is, it would be possible to enter Iran from Yerevan
by car in just 35 minutes.

No doubt that from a political and economic points of view, this
proposed project will greatly interest both Iran, India and China, wishing to
pass through the territory of Iran, Armenia and Georgia the Black Sea and
further reach Russia. If the road through Syunik passes along four mountain
ranges (Vardenis, Zangezur, Bargushat and Meghri), and is known for its
numerous ups and downs, creating difficulties for heavy trucks, the way
through Iran, along the right bank of Araxes, appears to be having more
favorable natural landscape as, it mainly goes over flat terrain.

We think that if proper efforts are made, this project may also interest the
Russian Federation. The strategic ally can be especially interested with a
proposal of guaranteeing the security of this road jointly with Turkey,
bearing in mind that the Russians also control the Armenian-Turkish border
at this section. In addition, the routes coming from distant China eventually
reach Russia at the same segment. Thus, it would be logical to assume that
the project will catch the attention of all above countries. It will be perceived
especially beneficial if Iran, India or Russia act as initiators of this project.
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Possible obstacles

Now, which countries can become an obstacle to this project?
Undoubtedly, Turkey and Azerbaijan, which act only from the position of
their interests and “peacefully” advise Armenia to get along with the new
geopolitical realities (recognize the eastern border of the Republic of
Armenia as the Armenian—Azerbaijani state border), de jure to abandon
supporting Artsakh, and officially abandon the policy of pursuing the
recognition of the Armenian Genocide, etc.

In all likelihood, Turkey will try to reject this proposal coming from the
Armenian side, arguing that it is not directly related to the Armenian-
Azerbaijani problems, therefore, the issue of providing Armenia with an
access to Iran in no way concerns it. This argumentation can be opposed by
the statement that Turkey is reserve for a serious role in the “three plus
three” format, therefore, it cannot stay away from the discussed common
issues, which is the above-mentioned Noyakert-Karabakh-Kukh road, which
is vital for Armenia and Iran. Otherwise, the issue will only relate to the
Armenian-Azerbaijani format without Turkey’s participation.

Whatever it would be, it cannot be ruled out that the Republic of Turkey,
despite Azerbaijani interests, will nevertheless approve this project, since the
Armenia-Iran road will pass through its territory, under its control, and will
bring political and economic benefits. Let us only note that in the event of
general unblocking of the routes, at all events, Turkey will be forced to open
its borders to Armenia via the existing bridge and Margara checkpoint. In
this case, the Armenian cars passing through Chingli pass, located between
the peaks of Ararat and the Armenian Par ridge, will reach the Kogovit
Plain, and then through the Bayazet-Bazrkan customs to Iran.

Another solution to the problem

Nevertheless, in the event if Turkey strongly refuses the project, Armenia
can propose another similar project: instead of about 80 km of roads allowed
for use, Armenia should demand from Azerbaijan, on the same conditions of
Russian-accompanied passage an access from Ararat Marz to the northern part
of the Nakhichevan Republic — Heydarabad. From there, moving around 8-9
km to south up to the peak of Dahna (Gayli Drunk) and bypassing the 11 km
long southernmost point of the Turkish-Azerbaijani arch, which shapes the
Turkish-Azerbaijani border (at the location where the river Karasu flows into
Araxes), Armenia, gets access to Iran through the potential bridge. That is,
instead of about 80 km of roads, Armenia will demand an 8 km long
“corridor” — 10 times shorter in length.

Concerns about Syunik

It cannot be ruled out that this vital project for Armenia may raise certain
concerns and objections among some Armenian circles: if the road from the
Ararat Valley to Iran is opened, the importance of the strategic routes
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Yeghegnadzor-Vayk-Sisian leading to Artsakh, Kapan and Meghri will
definitely decrease, which will result in negative consequences for Syunik
region in terms of economy, demography etc. In order to avoid this, no matter
how difficult and costly it can be, it is necessary at the same time to continue
construction of new strategic roads in Syunik, in particular wide tunnels under
the mountains, after the completion of which, we can even allow us
abandoning the above project: due to the crossing borders of two countries, it
suggests double custom payments both for Armenia and Iran.

Conclusion

This unrealistic project as it may seem from the point of its
implementation, is nevertheless very important, as it gives argumentation to
Armenia in the Armenian-Azerbaijani negotiation process which in its turn
gives an opportunity to neutralize the Azerbaijani demands of giving corridors
by Armenia, curb the appetites of neighbors and making them to return to the
platform of mutually beneficial concessions. And most importantly, if this
project is rejected, the Armenian side also would get an opportunity to reject
the Turkish-Azerbaijani project pursuing a one-sided interest brought to the
agenda, which, in fact, is beneficial to one side only.

Ashot Melkonyan — Doctor of Sciences in History, Professor, NAS RA
Academician, Director of the Institute of History. Scientific interests:
historical demography, Armenian Genocide, history of statehood. Author of
18 monographs and about 450 articles. ashamelk@yahoo.com
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3AMEYAHUA 110 AKTY AJIBHBIM PETMMIOHAJIBHBIM [TPOBJIEMAM
(laru mpoTtuBoAeiicTBHA a3epOaiiKaHO-TypEIIKOMY TaHIEMY)

AIIIOT MEJIKOHAH
Peszmowme

Kmouesvle crnosa: azepbaiiodcano-mypeykuii manoem, pazoiokuposKka, Kopu-
oop, Apapamckas obaacme.

[Mocne apmsHo-a3epOaiipraHckoii 44-THEBHOM BOWHBI (27 ceHTAOPS — 9 HOsOps
2020 1.) azepOalpKaHCKas CTOpPOHA CTPEMHUTCS IIONYyYUTh Ha TMEPEroBopax
OompImie, YeM OBLIO TIPEIYCMOTPEHO TPEXCTOPOHHUM (A3epbaiimkan, ApMEeHHS,
Poccus) 3assiaenuem ot 9 HosOps 2020 r. B wacTHOCTH, IyHKT O pa30I0KHUPOB-
K€ IOpOT WHTEPIPETUPYETCsl KaK KOPHUIOp, MPeaoCTaBIsieMblil A3zepOaiimkany
yepe3 TEPPUTOPHUI0O APMEHHU.

ITo MockoBckomy u Kapcckomy norosopam (1921 r.) pycio pek AxypsH—
Apakc TpeBpaTUIIOCh B apMSHO-TYPELKYIO TpaHully, BeiencTBue yero Cypma-
muHckui ye3n (Cyp6 Mapwu, ucroprdeckuii MachAioTH) BMeCTe ¢ Topoid Apapat
(oko10 3,6 TBIC. KB. KM), KOTOPBIHA BCer/a ObIT 9acThI0 DPHUBAHCKOH TYOSpHUHN U
MpeXk]le HUKOT/Ia He BXOMI B cocTaB OcMaHCKO# uMIiepuy, repemnien K Typuuu.
B pesyaprare Typeuko-azepOaiipkaHCKOr0 B3aMMOJCWCTBHS, TpaHULIA Obuia
oyepueHa TakuM 00pa3oM, YTOOBI HAXOASIIHMICSA B BOCTOYHOU yacT CypMaJiHC-
KOTO ye3/1a Y3KUH BBICTYII, TSHYIIMHCS OT ceBepa Ha FOr0-BOCTOK MEXKIY PEKOM
Apakc u ero mpaBsIM IpuTOoKOM Kapacy, cran o0muM KOpuaopoM MeXITy HEKOT-
Jla apMSHCKOM, HO Temnepb meperremmei Kk A3epbaiimkany HaxudeBanpio n Typ-
mueid. BeiencTBrue Takoro TeppUTOpHANIEHOTO Tiepezena, B TO ke BpeMs, Mpan u
ApMeHus, HaXOIAIIMEC] HAIPOTUB APYT JIpyTa Ha PaCcCTOSHUU BCETO JUIb 2—4,5
KM, TOTEPSUIH TyrooOpasHylo OOIIy0 TpaHHUIly TIPOTSHKEHHOCTBIO B 25 kM. Oue-
BUJIHO, YTO JaHHBIA TPOEKT SIBHO MPECIIEA0BA MAHTIOPKUCTCKUE TICTTH.

B kaxymieiics 0e3bICXOMHONW CHTyaruu ApMeHHS, Ha caMOM Jelie, UMeeT
CephEe3HbIC apTYMEHTHI IS TIPOTHUBOJCUCTBUS TYPEIKO-a3epOaiipKaHCKOW CTO-
poHe. B cirydae TpeboBaHmsI co CTOpOHBI A3zepOaiimkaHa MpeIoCcTaBIeHHs IPo-
xonoB u3 KoBcakana (3anrenana) — yepe3 Merpu B Opny6an u bepnzopa (Jla-
4yrH) — yepe3 AHrexakor B HaxwueBaHb, 00mIas JJMHA KOTOPBIX COCTaBJISCT
6osee yem 80 KM, ¢ IPIMEHEHUEM TeX Ke MEKIYHAPOIHBIX MPaBUII (TaMOXKEH-
HBIE TIPOBEPKH, MPEIOCTABICHHE BXOJAHBIX BU3 U T.J.), ApMEHHUS MOXKET MOTpe-
6oBaths oT Typumm mpoxom m3 ApapTckoit obmactu (Map3a) PecrryOomuku Ap-
MeHHS K mpaBoMy Oepery Apakca m oTTyna k pexe Kapacy, sBnstomietics Ty-
PELKO-MpaHCKO# TrpaHULel, U JOCTYN Ha MpaHCKyIo TeppuTopuio. Ha Havanb-
HOW CTaZuu 3TO MOXET OBITH aBTONOPOra, MPOXOAALIas Yepe3 TEPPUTOPHIO



Observations on Current Regional Issues ... 231

Typuuu, npotskeHHocThio 3—4 kM. B ciydyae BO3MOXHOI'O COTIJIAIIEHHS CTO-
POH, MOXKET OBITh TIOCTPOCHA ICTAaKaJa WM, YTO Oojiee OE30IacHO — TOHHETh
MOJ PeKOM ApPakC U BBILIEYHIOMSIHYTOM Ayroil u 10 upaHckou rpaHuusl. B ciy-
Yae MOJyueHHs] TOA0OHOTO BBIX0a APMEHHUEH, OHa MOJdy4aeT Jopory u3 Apa-
patckoil nonauHbI B MpaH no BocTouHbsIM oTpe3kaM aonuH llapypa u Haxude-
BaHU, NPaBOOEPEXKBIO PeKH Apakc, MPEUMYIIECTBEHHO PaBHUHHBIM CTEISIM 10
Jxymeodo ([xyrn) u orTyna B Maky, Mapanny, TaBpus u Terepan. 9to o3Ha-
yaeT, 4yTo u3 EpeBana no Mpana Ha aBTOMOOMIE MOXXHO OyZET HOoexXaThb BCETO
JUIIb 32 35 MUHYT.

HecomMHeHHO, uTO mpennaraeMblii MPOEKT C MONUTUYECKON U 3KOHOMHUYEC-
KOH TO4YeK 3peHusl CHIbHO 3amHTepecyeT kak Mpan, Tak u Unauro u Kuraii,
cTpeMsnmxcs no tepputopun Upana, Apmenun u ['py3un Boiiitu k UepHOMy
MOpIo U nainbliiie B Poccuto. JlymaeTcsi, 4To JaHHBIA MPOEKT MOXKET 3aMHTEPECO-
Bath Takxke U Poccuiickyro deneparnro.

B cnyuae oTkasza oT TaHHOTO MPOEKTa, apMsIHCKasi CTOPOHA TaKXke MOoJdy4aeT
BO3MOXKHOCTh OTBEPIHYTh MPHUBHOCHMBIH B TIOBECTKY TypeLKO-azepOaiipxaHc-
KUH NMPOEKT, KOTOPBIH, GaKTUIECKH, BHITOIEH TOJIBKO OJHON CTOPOHE.

Awom Menxonan — 0. u. H., npog., akademux HAH PA, oupexmop Uncmumyma
ucmopuu. Hayunvie unmepecwi: ucmopuueckas oemozpagus, Ienoyuo apmsamn,
ucmopus 2ocyoapcmeennocmu. Aemop 18 monoepaguii u oxono 450 cmameil.
ashamelk@yahoo.com
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