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«Lwyptbhp» (Y. Mnihu), 1878, pht 461:

Mwuwundniphit <wjng Unpwpeyhph. 1969, Ywquikg L Gpywuhptg Uanpwhy L.
Onjwuwnbwl, Lht Gnpp, Udkphywih Upwpyhph dhnipbwd hpwun., 1018 ke:

Unqwbdunbwlbg Q. 1879, Bnpnu Unpwp {wjwuwnwbh Swdpnpn, dwulb U, Y.
Mnihu, tnwwgn. 6. U. SGunbubwl, 365 to:

UnqwGdwnbwhg Q. 1884, (@npnu Unpwpn, {wjwuwnwbh wdpnnpn, dwulb R, Y.
Mnihu, g. Mwnuwunbwb (Upwibw), 499 to:

Stdhpshwywybwb 6. 1883, Uhwgbw) pbytpniphtbp <wjng. — «Qpwlwb br h-
Jwuwnwuhpwwlb pwndnidy, nkun dR:

Stdppghwywbwl 6. 1886, Uwhdwlwnpniphtl. — « Gpwywhb 6L hdwuwnwuhpw-
Ywb 2wpdnid», inbunp yegbpnpn:

COBUPATEJIbCKAA 1 DTHOI'PAOUYECKAS JEATEJIBHOCTD
I'APETMTHA CPBAH/3TAHLIA

I[TETPOC JEMUPYSH
Peszmowme

Kniouesvie cnosa: Iapecun Cpsanosmsany, gunonoe, cobupamens gonvkiopa,
omuoepagh, «Topoc Axnapy, «llaeuo Cacyuckuii uau [eepb Meepa», eopoo
Apabxup, uckyccmeo, kyromypa, Mamenaoapatn.

Emmckon [Maperun Cpanmstsan (1840—1892 1T.) — OOMH W3 caMBIX 3aciy-
JKCHHBIX TPEJICTABUTENCH apMSHCKOTO Hapoja — M Kak MpelaHHBIN HaIMOHAIIb-
HO-OOIIECTBEHHBIN JeATelNb, U KaK HECPaBHEHHBIN (UII0JI0T, coOupaTeinb (oIbK-
Jopa u 3THorpad. BakHeliiel yacTbio €ro IesITeIbHOCTH SABJISIETCS cepusi cOop-
HUKOB, SBJIIOIIUXCS PE3yJIbTATOM TIIATEIFHOTO cOOpa B TEUEHHE JECATUIICTHS
(1874-1884 1T.) HApOMHBIX CKa3aHWUN M TpeTaHWiA, OOTATHIX 3THOTPAPHUECKUX
MmatepruaioB. C umenem I'. CpBaHI3TSHIIA CBS3aHO, B YaCTHOCTH, BBISBJICHUE,
3amychiBaHUE M IMyOJMKalus MEpBOrO BapHaHTa apMSHCKOTO HAIIMOHAIBLHOTO
anoca «CacHa upep» — «laBug CacyHckuid, unu J[Beps Mrepa». 3a BBINIOJIHEHUE
Ha BBICOKOM YPOBHE BBIIICYIIOMSHYTBIX MACIITa0HBIX PadoT, B (HIOJIIOTHH OH
CUHTAJICSI OCHOBOIIOJIO)KHUKOM apMsSHCKOTo (onpkiopa u sTHorpaduu. Takxe
OBIJT OTICHEH Ha MEXKIYHApPOIHOU apeHe, Oyaydn M30paHHBIM TOYETHBIM WICHOM
Nmnepatopckoii apxeonorndeckoii akagemun B Cankt-IlerepOypre.

Becnoit 1878 roga Koncrantunononsckuii Ilatpuapx Hepcec Bapxkanersan
peIIMI OTHPAaBUTH TPEX apXMMaHAPUTOB B Manyio U Bemukyro ApMeHHIO ¢
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oco06oit muccueit. OmanM n3 HuX ObUT ["aperun CpBaHmaTsHI. [lepBas moesmka
cocrosutack 30 ampens 1878 roma. B Teuenue cremyronux nByx jiet I'. CpBaHis-
TSHIT TIOCETHIT PAJ] apMSIHCKHUX 00J1acTeil, moObIBa BO MHOTUX KPYITHBIX U MaJIbIX
HaceneHHbIX NyHKTax (Turpanakepr, Cebactus, lloBk, AxH, Ep3nka, Kapuw,
Ban, My u ap.), ogpoOHO 03HAKOMMJICS C )KU3HBIO U OBITOM Hapo/ia, COCTaBHI
JIOCTOBEPHYIO CTaTHCTHKY U AeMorpaduio apMsH, LIEpKBe 1 MOHACTHIpEH, 3amu-
CBIBAJI TPAIWIHA W OOBIYaH, YCTHBIE TIPEJaHus, paccKa3bl O KU3HEHHBIX TPYI-
HOCTSIX M HaJICXKIax Ha OyIyIee U Oy OIMKOBal BCE ATO B JIBYX OOJNBITHX cOOp-
HUKaX 1oj Ha3zBaHueM «Topoc ArOap: MyTHUK B APMEHHUIO». Y IUBUTEIHHO, HO
caM aBTOp BeCbMa CKPOMHO OIICHHUBAJ CBOM TPYI. «ITO MOE U3JaHUE HE SIBIIACT-
csl O(pHUIIMATEHBIM,— MUILET OH, — @ MPOCTO KaK MyTEIISCTBUE, pa3IHyHbIC 3HA-
KOMCTBa C MECTaMH, /i sI ObIBaJl, U C JKU3HBIO JIIozek». OIHAKO CTPOKH, KO-
TOpBIE OH OCTaBWJI B Ka4eCTBE OCHOBHOTO pe3yJIbTaTa W BBIBOJIA CBOEH MHCCHH,
O4YeHb KPACHOPEUMBHL «APMSHWH IMO3HAET ce0s Ha 3emiie APMEHWH, HaXOIUT
ceOs1 BO3BBIIIICHHBIM U )KUBBIM, TIONPOOYNTE U YBUIHUTEY.

Ilempoc Jemupusn — 0. uaon. H., 6e0ywuii HAYYHbIL COMPYOHUK OMOENd HO-
801 apmsHcKou aumepamypuol Uncmumyma aumepamypot um. M. Abeesna HAH
PA, cexpemapwv npasenenusa Coioza nucameneu Apmenuu. Hayunvle unmepecswi:
Kaaccuyeckas u cospemennas aumepamypa. Aemop 3 monozpaghuil, mro2ouuc-
JICHHBIX TUMEPATYPOBEOYECKUX U TUMEPAMYPHO-KPUMULECKUX cramell.
pdemirchyan@mail.ru

COLLECTING AND ETHNOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES
OF GAREGIN SRVANDZTYANTS

PETROS DEMIRCHYAN
Summary

Key words: Garegin Srvandztyants, philologist, folklore collector, ethnographer,
“Toros Aghpar”, “David of Sassoun or Mher’s Door”, Arabkir city, art, culture,
Matenadaran.

Bishop Garegin Srvandztyants (1840-1892) is one of the most merited
representatives of the Armenian people, both as a devoted national-public figure
and as an incomparable philologist, folklore collector and ethnographer. The most
important part of his activity is a series of collections, which are the result of a
diligent collection of over a decade (1874—1884) of folk tales and traditions and
wealthy ethnographic materials. The name of G. Srvandztyants is associated, in
particular, with the identification, recording and publication of the first version of
the Armenian national epic “Sasna Tsrer” — “David of Sassoun or Mher’s Door”.
For the high-level performance of the abovementioned large-scale works, he was
considered the founder of Armenian folklore and ethnography in philology. He
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was also evaluated in the international arena, being elected an honorary member
of the Imperial Archaeological Academy in St. Petersburg.

In the spring of 1878, Patriarch Nerses Varzhapetyan of Constantinople
decided to send three archimandrites to Lesser and Greater Armenia on a special
mission. One of them was Garegin Srvandztyants. The first trip took place on
April 30, 1878. Over the next two years, G. Svandztyants visited a number of
Armenian regions, many large and small settlements (Tigranakert, Sebastia,
Tsovk, Akn, Yerznka, Karin, Van, Mush, etc.), got acquainted in detail with the
life and lifestyle of the people, compiled reliable statistics and demography of
Armenians, churches and monasteries, recorded traditions and customs, oral
stories and legends, life’s difficulties and hopes for the future, and published all
this in two large collections entitled “Toros Aghpar: a Traveler of Armenia”.
Surprisingly, the author himself very modestly assessed his work. “This edition of
mine is not official,” he writes, “but just like a journey, various acquaintances
with the places where 1 have been to and with the lives of the inhabitants”.
However, the verses that he had left as the main result and conclusion of his
mission are very eloquent: “An Armenian recognizes himself in the land of
Armenia, finds himself elevated and alive: try and you will see it”.

Petros Demirchyan — Doctor of Sciences in Philology, Leading Researcher at
the Department of Modern Armenian Literature of the NAS RA Institute of
Literature after M. Abeghyan, Executive Secretary at “Writers’ Union” of
Armenia. Scientific interests: classical and modern literature. Author of 3
monographs, numerous literary and literary-critical articles.
pdemirchyan@mail.ru
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