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INNOVATIONS IN LANGUAGE LEARNING AND TEACHING: THE
POSITIVE IMPACTS OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Information technology is a useful facility to stimulate learners to learn and teach a
language, which enables both learners and teachers to be more interconnected and creative.
By integrating technology into lessons, teacher arouses students’ great interest in the subjects
they study. It must be pointed out that using technology in education helps students to keep
In mind the material effectively. Today, information technology allows learners to study the
language at their own speed, as well as take an active part in decision-making and
Implementation of concepts typical in traditional classes. Perhaps it is most reasonable to

conclude that innovation in education Is not just an opportunity, but necessity.
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Language is a system of arbitrary, vocal symbols which permit all people in a given
culture, or other people who have learned the system of that culture, to communicate or
interact. [1]

In the broadest sense of the word, [Language is] a systematic means of
communicating ideas or feelings by the use of conventionalized signs, sounds, gestures, or
marks having understood meanings. [2]

According to Gregory K. and Norman G. "Learning, is relatively permanent change
in behavioral tendency and is the result of reinforced practice” while teaching may be defined
as "showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, giving instructions, guiding in
the study of something, providing with knowledge, causing to know or understand". [3]

This is borne out by the fact that language teaching cannot be defined apart from
language learning. Gage N. pointed out that "to satisfy the practical demands of education,
theories of learning must be 'stood on their head' so as to yield theories of teaching."[4]
Teaching is guiding and facilitating learning, enabling the learner to learn, setting the
conditions for learning.

Against this background, technology has become a fantastic and useful tool in
language teaching. It is assumed that tutors will make use of it to improve the quality of
learning and distribution of information.

As in reason, digital culture has changed the ways people live, feel, think, work,
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communicate, play and Jearn, influencing the formation and dissemination of knowledge and
power around the world. At the same time it has a great influence on social skills and social
behavior. In learning and teaching language, learners utilize such types of digital aspects as
computers , tablets, white or smart boards, social media, e-readers and so on.

This picks up on a point, which Myamesheva G. states, "the high-tech environment
— computers, smart phones, video games, Internet search engines — reshape the human
brain".[5]

To have a clear idea of positive and negative impacts of innovative language learning
and teaching, we have provided our own experiment with the college students at Stepanakert
“Grigor Narekatsy” University. The lesson was about asking for and giving directions. In order
to provide more material to students, we used different sources (network links, books) during
the lesson. The experiment was conducted between freshmen of PE (Physical Education) and
freshmen of PMT (Preliminary Military Training). In the PE course, the lecturer carried out
his lesson using presentations via smartboard, audio-visual aids. Students were given: a)
fourteen (14) terms with their explanations about the direction of the road: taxi rank - a place
where taxis queue for passengers; Jevel crossing- where the road and railway meet;
underpass - a walkway that goes under a busy road so pedestrians can get to the other side
safely; overpass/flyover- a road that goes over another road (or railway); zebra crossing -
black and white markings in the road for pedestrians to cross the road (the markings look like
a zebra’s stripes); pedestrian crossing- a place in the road where pedestrians can cross;
tunnel - a road under (or through) mountains; crossroads - where two roads cross each other;
Jjunction - where one road meets another, and you can either go left or right; fork in the
road - where the road divides, and you decide to go left or right; turning - a road off to your
left or right; main road - a big road where there is lots of traffic; Jane - a small road, or a part
of a road (the left-hand lane / the right-hand lane; the bus lane).[6] b) thirteen (13) adjectives,
adverbs and prepositions indicating directions: across, on/to the left, on/to the right, down,
up, between, in front of, opposite, past, through, over, under, next to, c) five (5) expressions
related to directions: turn left, turn right, go straight ahead, go past, at/on the corner, d) five
(5) idioms pointing out people’s character, emotions and relations: our paths cross —we meet;
stuck in a rut — in a boring situation, with no hope of excitement, or future prospects; driving
one’s round the bend — making one’s angry and frustrated; right up your street/alley —perfect
for you, exactly what interests you; middle-of-the-road — neither left-wing nor right-wing,
has no radical views,[7] e) ten (10) road idioms that comment on situations: on the
right/wrong track — thinking or acting rightly/wrongly; an uphill battle/fight/struggle- a very
difficult task; to be gone downhill — to be good, but not any longer; off the beaten track —in a
very isolated place; at a crossroads — at a decisive moment in its history; a dead end — no
future, no prospects; to go/get from A to B — to make simple/typical journeys; put the village
on the map — everybody heard of the village; hit the road — start journey; road rage — violent
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incidents resulting from traffic disputes,[7] f) nine (9) phrasal verbs with go: go past, go across,
go along, go straight on, go up, go down , go through, go out of, go on.

In the PMT course, the lecturer explained the same lesson to his students without
using any modern teaching aids, that is, without any information technology. The lecturer
simply used a book even without any image, a copy-book and a blackboard.

Through an accurate analysis it has been possible to show how many terms,
adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, idioms and phrasal verbs from this field, students were able

to memorize at the end of the lesson. The results are shown below:

Using IT Without IT

PFE (14 freshmen) PMT (15 freshmen)
14 terms 9 terms (10 students) 4 terms (4 students)
13 adjectives, adverbs | 10 (12 students) 6 (5 students)
& prepositions
5 expressions 4 (13 students) 2 (2 students)
5 idioms indicating | 5 (10 students) 2 (3 students)
people’s character,
emotions & relations
10 road idioms that | 7 (13 students) 3 (7 students)
comment on situations
9 phrasal verbs 9 (14 students) 5 (6 students)

This is the reason why a lesson has a low rating without IT. It was difficult for PMT
students to remember more facts in asking for and giving directions. Students were not
motivated and such a lesson without IT was too boring for them.

This may be accounted for by the fact that, the role of technology has a vital
importance in all areas of teaching and learning. Thus, technological skills and abilities are
too significant in order to be lucky nowadays. The verity is that educational development is
not only about learning by heart facts or taking exams. It is about being able to solve
sophisticated problems with the help of innovative technology related to a specific situation
and being able to work well with others.

We also support the idea of Pano Savvidis who observed the following top benefits of
using technology in order to make teaching and learning more effective:

a) IT improves the engagement of students in learning.

b) Technology improves knowledge retention.

c) It motivates individual learning.

d) It encourages collaborative work.

€) Students can learn useful life skills through technology. [8]
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According to Delano L., Riley L., and Crookes G. “An innovation in a second
language teaching program is an informed change in an underlying philosophy of
language teaching/learning, brought about by direct experience, research findings, or
other means, resulting in an adaptation of pedagogic practices such that instruction is
better able to promote language learning as it has come to be understood”.[9]

All these points may be accounted by the fact that today the use of information
technology in education has become more significant. It also enables to keep on learning,
irrespective where the learners are even when they are at home. Thus, recent innovations
have made it possible to find ways of integrating the use of information technology in the
everyday learning and teaching processes.

It should be added in this connection that using information technology in education
provides opportunities for learners from all over the world to consolidate and share
experiences, despite the geographical distances.

Narrow down the material information technology in education also helps students

get acquainted with the culture of different countries and appreciate it.

HHHOBAITHH B H3YYEHHH H OBYYEHHH A3BIKY: IIOJIOXKHTE/IPHOE
BITHAHUE HHOOPMAIJHOHHBIX TEXHOJIOTHH - APAKCHA AFPAAMAH — Hegop-
MAarHOHHBIE TEXHOJOTHH ABAAFOTCA IOJIe3HFIM HHCTPYMEHTOM JJIA CTHMY/IHPOBAHHA
yYamuxcAa K H3yYeHHIO H OOYIeHHIO A3BIKY, YTO IO3BOJIAET YYaIHMCA H yIHTEIAM OBITH
6011ee B3aHMOCBA3AHHBIMH H KpPEATHBHBIMH. be3ycroBHO, HHTErpHpys HHHOBALIHOHHBIE
TeXHOJOTHH HAa YPOKAaX, yYHTEJb BBI3BIBAET OOJIBLIOH HHTEpeC CTYZEHTOB B H3yYaeMBIX
AdcqumnHax.  Hcmons3oparne  TeXHOJIOrHE B OOpAa30BAHHH — IOMOIaeT — yYaufHMCA
SPexTHBHO 3aITOMHHATS H3YyYaeMblH Marepral. CerofHA TeXHOJIOTHH ITO3BOIAIOT yIaIfHMCA
HHIHBHAYATIbHO IOJXOJHTh K H3YI€HHIO A3bIKd, a4 TaKXKe NMPHHHMATh aKTHBHOE YYacTHE B
IPHHATHH PEeNIeHHH H pearH3al[HH KOHIEMIHH, THIHYHBIX JJIA TPafHIJHOHHBIX KJIACCOB.

Hrroparmm B 06pa3soBaHHH - 5TO He IIPOCTO BO3MOXHOCTS, a4 HEOOXOLHMOCTH.

KrroveBsie croBa: HHHOBaLHA, HHQOPMALHOHHBIE TEXHOJIOTHH, H3YIeHHe A3bIKa,

IperojaBaHHe A35IKa, 00y IeHHe, YPOK, CTYAEHT, COXPAHEHHE 3HAHHH.

LArUrornepe3NrLLESL [BEQYP NRUNRPSUUL L MWUGHULIUL
QNLOCLERUSARU. SEIETUSHYUYUL SEULALNIPULESP M UYUL UL2PES1R0-
BNAUL - ULrURUBU ULNUZUUSBUL — Skpkjwwunywlwi nkjubninghwl  ogunulwp
upong L npp jupufuniunidd F unynpnpbbphl unidnply b nnumgubly jkqnil: P ply, ugh
hbuupunnpnipinit Fonaghpu b umfnpnpbbphl, o puuwdwinnpbbpht hbly wiykh
gpkuninpy i nfulwuulgyus  ppuwp hkw: Uhhhwpn F np wbpbiuunjwulob
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wkjuimnghwikph  Ghpupnidp pquukphll  muwbnpbkph dnn wyfkh pwwn
hbwvwppppnyanils Fownwowghnid plyh uyl wewplwhkpp, npnip np  Gpuip
mumdbwuppnid Ea: Uwwnbwboynid F np Gpeniequl gnpdplpugnid nkhiininghuyh
gnpéwowdnidp oqhnid F muwbnnblbphl wpynibwybnnplbl dunwawhly  Gnipp:
Ukpluynudu  nkjulinpnghwl - hiupunjnpnipimt F o owughu  umnponbbphl’ ppkig
wnkdykpny unynply jEqnil: Sknbkhuwwnywlwh nkhbnnghwikph oqunugnpdnidp bl
hinmupun/npnyeinis F wughu,  npykugh wjlph pwnn muwibnnpbbp wilnpy
vwuliulgnijpinili nibkhwl npnonidbbph Juyugdwl b quyuihwupbbph ppuluiugdub
gnpéplhpwignid, npnlp phopny Lo wywhnulwh  pwulkphb:  Phphu  wpunlhy
wnpuwdwpwiulwl F Egpulughly, np Gnpupuwpniyenilp [ppnyeyul gnpdpbpugnid ns
Pl hnupunnpnipini i B, wyy whhpudbonnipinb:

Pubuygh punkp ' bnpupupnipinil, nkpklundwlwl nkpbnnghwbkp, (Eqijh
munignii, jEqih puuanjwbnnid, ppenipinil, puu, niuwbng, ghnkhph wwhuwbnid:
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