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REASON OF ANTI-GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES OF
OSSETIAN BOLSHEVIKS IN GEORGIA

Conflict of Tskhinvali region is worth studying not only political, but
scientific point of view as well. Consequently, there are number of articles
considering historical, political and military analysis related to the above-
mentioned issue. However, the existing article about conflict of Tskhinvali
region is chronologically focused on twentieth century’s events concerning
conflict analysis. Its explanation may be lay on the last phase of the conflict
that began from that period.

Nevertheless, the chronological period of the beginning of the conflict
is relatively extensive and takes from the first half of the early 20th century,
from the Transcaucasian Democratic Federative Republic and then from the
period of the Democratic Republic of Georgia (1918-1921). That is why,
perhaps it would be appropriate if during the conflict analysis we draw
parallels to the basis events of the conflict, because the difference between
conflict origins and present day is only one century, which is not a long
period for history.

This conflict emerged at the period of the First Democratic Republic
of Georgia in 1918-1921. During this time there were 3 facts of Anti-
governmental activities from Ossetian Bolsheviks (in 1918, 1919 and 1920).
Studying of this conflict is getting more popularity from 90-ies of 20th
century when conflict renewed and Georgia gained independence from Soviet
Union. After this time huge number of scientific articles and books were
published concerning that conflicts.

While studying these three conflicts, there was an impression that the
demands of Ossetian Bolsheviks were gradually growing and they had no
desire to obtain autonomy at first time in 1918. That was dominated opinion
in Georgian historiography.

! Bluashvili U., Georgian-Ossetian Conflict: Who and Why Started It?, Thilisi, 2005,
p. 40.
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Now | pay attention to one significant document kept In Georgian
National Centre of manuscripts. As document from Mikheil Machabeli’s
personal archive?. In some words | will tell you briefly about Mikheil
Machabeli. He was agronomist. In 1885-1918 he worked in ministry of
agriculture. He studied peasant’s condition and agriculture. Several
documents are kept in this archive about this issue. Archive unit? 1523 is
very significant for us.

This document is about the idea of creating independent
administrative unit of South Ossetia. There is 10-page project describing how
it should happen. Addressee of this project was National Council of Georgia.

According to this document, appears impression that the anti-
governmental activities was growing gradually not due to events but there
were planned actions after failing above mentioned project. Let’s look
through what happened regarding the Ossetian conflict.

The first Ossetian anti-governmental revolt was held in March, 1918,
their demands were connected to land division and other economic or
administrative issues. Their demand raised into military attack and ended
with taking Tskhinvali. That conflict finally ended with Georgian military
interferes.

From 1919 it was time when started demand to establish separate
administrative unit. They wanted to establish separate Yezd with the centre of
Tskhinvali, but by that time ethnic Ossetians were inhebited in Java,
Ossetians did not live in Tskhinvali. Ossetians wanted Tskhinvali becouse it
was well developed economic centre. Their another demand was to establish
independent court system that was far from Yezd rights. These demands did
not have support from Georgian government.

The most significant revolt was in 1920 when Ossetian Bolsheviks
took force from Russian communist party for declaring independence,
separate from Georgia and unite with Soviet Union. Ossetian Bolsheviks took
Tskhinvali again and started battle for taking near territories. This conflict
was ended after Georgian military intervention.

2 Kekelidze K., National Center for Manuscripts in Georgia, M. Machabeli's personal
archive, Archive unit Ne1523.
3 From the history of Georgian and Ossetian peoples' relations, 1991, p. 144.
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The chronology of the conflict makes us sense that demands of
Ossetian Bolsheviks gradually increased. As in the starting point they did not
want to declare independence. Above mentioned document changes this
widely accepted idea absolutely.

According the document kept in Mikheil Machabeli’s personal archive
we read that even in December, 1917 Ossetian national council took the
project about establishment of separated South Ossetian administrative unit.

It is obvious that that project was rejected by Georgian national council
in January, 1918. Exactly from this period started Bolshevik Ossetians anti-
governmental riots to achieve their goal, establish autonomous unit.

In conclusion of this part of article we can say that it is the first time
when the document from Machabeli’s personal archive circled in scientific
sphere. The content of that document changes point view about widely
accepted ideas about anti-governmental demands of Ossetian Bolsheviks. So,
this document is very important to those historians who work Georgians and
Ossetians relations. Such historical peculiarities sometimes change overview
about hot moments in history.

Now we can continue to discuss the conflict in the first period.
Research of the conflict is very sensitive issue but very actual in Georgian
case. Shida Kartli is region of Georgia and part of this region is occupied by
Russia since 2008. Separatists established so called South Ossetia with the
center of Tskhinvali region. But the history of the conflict did not start some
years ago. Let’s start from the beginning.

This conflict emerged at the period of the First Democratic Republic
of Georgia in 1918-1921% During this time there were 3 facts of Anti-
governmental activities from Ossetian Bolsheviks (in 1918, 1919 and 1920°).
Studying of this conflict is getting more popularity from 90-ies of 20th
century when conflict renewed and Georgia gained independence from Soviet
Union. After this time huge number of scientific articles and books were
published concerning that conflicts.

The conflict in the modern Tskhinvali region dates back to 1918-1921.
This is the period of time during which the scale of anti-government activities

4 Toidze L., How the Autonomous District of South Ossetia was created, Thilisi,
1991, p. 10.
5 Jlxyrenu B., Tsoxénblii kpect (3anucku HapoaHorsapaeiina), Tudiuce, ,, Tunorpa-
¢wua IIpasurenscrBa®, 1920, c. 227.
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is gradually increasing. In the first period, I combined anti-government
activities in 1918-1919, and the events of 1920 were in the second period®.
This will help me better follow the course of events with regard to
periodization.

So, why 1 divided the conflict into two periods? At the First period
Ossetians wanted to gain autonomous rights, but on the second stage they
tried to separate Tskhinvali region from Georgia and join it to Russia.

Before discussing anti-government activities, we need to briefly
review the process of settling Ossetians in Georgia, which dates back to the
late 15th century. This is when the Ossetians settled in Dvaleti’, which was
northern territory of Georgia. Two centuries later they assimilated the
Georgians living there and in the second half of the 17th century, gradually
settled in the different regions of Georgia.

Now | will move on to the beginning and development of anti-
government activities by Ossetian Bolsheviks throughout Georgia's new
history.

During the first democratic republic of Georgian that existed almost
three years from 1918 to 1921 Ossetian separatists tried to separate
Tskhinvali region from Georgia. Activation of the Ossetian Bolsheviks
begins after the 1917 revolution. The People's Assembly of South Ossetia and
the National Council have since been established, from which new initiatives
or complaints have been put forward. They are trying to take over any so-
called rule. In the territory of "South Ossetia"” (it is artificial term of occupied
territory today) in order to establish a separate unit or autonomy.

The anti-government activities of 1918 did not produce any results,
which led to an unplanned strategy.

The rise of the demands of the Ossetian Bolsheviks did not cancel by
the unsuccessful end of anti-government protests in 1918.

In January 1919, the National Council of South Ossetia decided to
establish an independent court system, of course it was neglected by the
Ministry of Justice of the Democratic Republic of Georgia. Their demand

6 Guntsadze M., Ossetian uprising of 1920 in Shida Kartli according to the Georgian
press materials, Journal Georgian Source-Studies, XV-XVI, 2013/2014, p. 40.
7 Topchishvili R., Ethnography of the Caucasian People, Tbilisi, 2007, p. 50.
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was not reasonable because according to entire judicial system equal rights
for all citizens of Georgia, regardless of their nationality were foreseen®.

The Georgian government has obtained documents suggesting that the
National Council of South Ossetia was planning an uprising, after which they
would launch their own demands.

In June 1919, the National Council of South Ossetia created the "Draft
of Constitution of South Ossetia", which was presented to the Constituent
Assembly of Georgia. Ossetians also demanded Tskhinvali as the center of
the South Ossetian administration. According to the 1886 census, there were
1135 Georgians, 1953 Jews, 744 Armenians, and no Ossetians in Tskhinvali.
According to the 1922 census®, the number of Ossetians living in Tskhinvali
was relatively small when the South Ossetian Autonomous District was
created. There were 1436 Georgians, 1651 Jews, 765 Armenians and 613
Ossetians in Tskhinvali during this period, which accounted for about 13.5%
of the total population of Tskhinvali°.

The suggestion developed by the Georgian side was to create a Java
uyezd where the cases and local administration were to be implemented in
their mother tongue language. This was the maximum that an independent
state could give to the Ossetian Bolsheviks at that time. Ossetians
disapproved this offer.

In 1919, for the two-year anniversary of the Revolution, the Bolshevik
Party was planning a new wave of anti-government protests in Georgia,
supported by the Caucasian Regional Committee of the Russian Communist
Party (Bolsheviks).!* The Georgian government heard about it and began
arrests of the participants two days earlier.

By that time the rebellion was easily oppressed by Georgians but it
became the basis of big events in 1920.

The suppression of anti-government activities of 1918-1919 only
delayed the process, not its final resolution. As it turned out later, the

8 Constitution of Georgia, Constitution of Georgia (Adopted by the Constituent
Assembly of Georgia on February 21, 1921), Tbilisi, "Homeland", 1992, Electronic
version, http://www.nplg.gov.ge/dlibrary/coll/0001/000299/
9 Census of November 30, 1922 (1923), p. 45.
10 Totadze L., Demographic portrait of Georgia, Tbilisi, 1993, p. 55.
11 Bopsba 3a mobeny Coserckoii Biaactu I'pysun: JlokymenTsl u Matepuanst (1917-
1921rr.), T6éunucy, ,,Cabuora Cakapreeno®, 1958, c. 788.
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National Council of South Ossetia, or more precisely the Caucasian Regional
Committee of the Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks), had plans to move
forward, so they thought this failure was temporary. One fact is that these
anti-government activities did not have a good impact on Georgian-Ossetian
relations, though, this did not escalate into the ethnoconflict that Ossetian
Bolsheviks tried to portray. Unfortunately, this question is alive nowadays.

The first three pages of the document (M. Machabeli's personal
archive, K. Kekelidze Georgian National Center of Manuscripts):

N 1523-01r
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N 1523-03r
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N 1523-04r
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UULARUL GNRLSUG
(4QUY)

OU RALTEYPYLE T ZUYURULNUJULUYEUL
GNOMULEMESUL NUSKULC I UUSULNRU

Sluhuduyih opowith hhdtwhiinhpp Jun nuntdawuhpdws k ny
dhuyt punupwlui, wy; twb ghnwljut nmbuwilymniihg: Ywuwt pwug-
dwphy hnpduwsubkp, npnugnid tkpjuyugynid tu yundwlwl, pw-
nupuljui b nwqiujut YEpnismpiniuttp juwws Yipnugpuy aungnph
htwn: Ujuntudktwjuhy, 8juhtiquihh opowitth hhdtwpnph Jepupkp-
. ubpjuyugynn hnpjuép dudwbwlugpnpkt jEunpntwugdus k
20-pn nuph hpunupdnipniuubnh JEpnsnipyut Jpu: Upw hhdbw-
Ynpnudp Juwdws E hhdtwpiinph Jtpght opowith htwn, npp ujuyty &
20-pn nupnid:
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