political units and principalities down to the 1* quarter of the VII century B.C. Thus, deadlines for the
akinak’s fonctioning — the last quarter of the VIII century B.C. — and use of Hittite hieroglyphes over
Near East 1* quarter of the VII century B.C. — are the most acceptable space for Geghovit cave-tomb
datmIgt results from this that the high-ranking owner of the mentioned cave-tomb was, at any rate, the
contemporary to one of the following kings succeeded each other on the Van-Tospian throne, rither
Rusa the I (735-714 B.C.) or Argishti the II (713-685 B.C.). In this case he could be the first-hand
participant of the military-political events spread widely in Sevan basin and adjecent regions by this

time.

EPILOGUE

Results of the archaeological investigation lasted over a century and information extracted from
documentary sources give obvious evidence that Sevan basin was an important sphere for economic-
commercial and ethno-cultural interrelations and had remarkable significance in historical processes
of the Armenian Highland during Bronze-Iron Ages.

Artefacts discovered in Geghovit cave-tomb as well as paleoanthropological, mythological and
linguistical commentaries and reconstructions by themselves promote just deep and more
comprehensive investigation on the all-round enterprise of Van-Tospian sovereigns in the north-east
regions of the Highland.

Place survey and investigation of cuneiform inscriptions from the Sevan basin allow to make a
strong probability that localization of Geghovit cave-tomb is not casual one. In fact it was built along
the only way with high military importance, leading from the south-west coastal regions of Sevan
Lake basin to the metallurgical regions and metal-ores of Zangezur through the Selim pass. This way
was distributed by series of intercommunicating fortresses — as were Kotavank, Mtnadzor, Djodjkogh,
Geghovit-1, -2, Alberd, Verin Getashen, Karedzi and so on — with the best fortification system
intended for effective defence. Importance of this way and needs of its permanent control were
confirmed by the fortlet-post built with exclusive aims by “Vantospians” on a point of high strategic
significance, on a mound Alberd attested by the Armenian medieval manuscripts.

It is as yet difficult ascertation whether the high-rank person buried in Geghovit cave-tomb have
been a patron or ruler of Alberd Van-Tospian defensive system. More profound and trustworthy
information can be produced by further activities of Armenian-Italian joint expedition which is
engaged in Alberd fortification problems since 1994 up to now. Thanks to this expedition, actually it
is clarified that both the fortress with exceptional role and environs have been remained as an
important bridge-head long after decline the Van-Tospian kingdom. Taking into account artefacts
discovered by excavations in the area under consideration with strict temporal frame, this point had
very high strategic significance both during the years of native Armenian kings of Orontides
(Eruanduni Kingdom), Achaemenid rule, and Hellenistic Age, by the next Armenian dynasty of the
Artaxiads.

LIST OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL TABLES

Table 1 :

The map of the Near East (I half of the I millenium B.C.).

Table 2

1. General view of the vantospian (urartian) cave-tomb at Geghovit. 2. Plan. 3. Section.
Table 3

General view of the first hall of the cave-tomb at Geghovit, (after preparation).

106



Table 4
1. Van. Great Khorkhor cave (plan and section) (ITmorpoBckuu B. 1959, p. 210, fig.

58). 2. Van. Cave "Naft cuju” (plan and section) (ITmoTposckuu B. 1959, p. 212, fig. 60).
Table 5

1. Van. Small Khorkhor cave (plan and section) (ITnoTposckuu B. 1959, p. 211, fig.
59). 2. Northern cave of Van (plan and section) (ITnoTpoBckuu B. 1959, p. 216, fig. 64).

Table 6

1. Palu. Cave I (Charlsworth M. 1980, pp. 91-97). 2. Palu. Cave II (Koroglu K. 1996,
pp- 38-39, fig. 6). 3. Palu. Cave III (Sevin V. 1994, pp. 58-67).

Table 7

1. Van. Cave near the "Arsenal” (plan and secton) (Kasuakos A. 1917, pp. 28-32, tab. I
and tab. II).

2. Van. Cave below upper platform (ITuorposckuu B. 1959, p. 213, fig. 61).

Table 8

1. Van. Cave "Ichkala" (plan and section) (ITuoTpoBckuu B. 1959, p. 214, fig. 62).

Table 9

1. Tanrivermish (in Kharput region): cave I.(Koroglu K. 1996, pp. 44, fig. 8).

2. Tanrivermish: cave II (Koroglu K. 1996, pp. 43-45, fig. 8).

3. Tanrivermish: cave III (Koroglu K. 1996, pp. 43-45, fig. 8).

4. Malazgirt (Kalekoy) (Ogiin B. 1987, p. 639, fig. 2).

5. Jokbelen (near Keban) (Sevin V. 1989, p. 456, fig. 14).

6. Kurdumelik (near Elyazig) (Sevin V. 1988, p. 10, fig. 32).

7. Hajiseli (near Kharput) (Sevin V. 1987, p. 287, fig. 18).

Table 10

The "Big cave" south-west to the van Rock (plan and section) (ITuoTpoBckuu B. 1959,
p- 215, fig. 63).

Table 11

1. Maku. Cave near the v.Sangar (plan and section) (Kleiss W. 1976, pp. 28-43, fig. 6).
2. Cave Kaleh Hodar (plan and section) (njhwilGhujwG b. 1996, p. 152, tab. 35, fig. £).

Table 12

1. Dogubayazit (IIuoTposckum B. 1944, p. 238, fig. 76; UMCFM 1991, p. 124, fig. 6).

2. Alishar (TImotpoBckum B. 1959, p. 218, fig. 66).

Table 13

Cave Kayalidere (near t. Vardo, in Mush valley, Turkey) (plan.and sections) (Burney C.
1966, pp. 55-111; {mJhwiGGhujwG G. 1996, p. 152, tab. 35, fig. U, pp. 180-181).

Table 14
Arms from cave-tomb at Geghovit.

1.Iron akinak. 2, 3. Iron spearheads. 4. Fragments of bronze quiver (reconstruction).

5. Harness disk, with bronze head and iron loop.

Table 15
1-4. Horse cheekpieces of bronze and iron bits from cave-tomb at Geghovit.

Table 16
1-5. Bronze wheel-clamps of vantospian (urartian) chariot from cave-tomb at Geghovit.

107



Table 17
1-4. Bronze wheel-clamps, each with two iron nails joining ends (chance find) (Merhav R.,

Seidl U. 1991, pp. 64-65, fig. 3 a-b).
Table 18

Chariot linchpins.
1.Western Armenia (chance find) (Merhav R., Sedl U. 1991, p. 58, fig. 6). 2. Cave-tomb

at Geghovit (®hihynujw( U., lvwswwnpjwui L. 1995, p. 89, tab. 3, fig. 2). 3,5. Chance finds
(Merhav R., Seidl U. 1991, p. 66). 4. Salamis (towb 79) (Merhav R., Seidl U. 1991, p. 57. fig.
5). 6-9. Chance finds (Merhav R., Seidl U. 1991, pp. 60-61, fig. 7), 10-11. Cave tomb at
Geghovit (®hjhwnujwa U., fuwswwnpyuG L. 1995, p. 97, tab. 11, fig. 5).

Table 19

Chariot fittings from cave-tomb at Geghovit.

1,2. Bronze pair of yoke terminals (®hjhuyjnujul U., bwsunnpyuG L. 1995, p. 90, tab. 4,
fig. 1,3). 3. Bronze ring with ends bent in opposite directions (®hihynujwb U., lbwsunn-
nywa L. 1995, p. 90, tab. 3, fig. 1). 4,5. Semi-cylindrical bronze encasings of yoke (®hyh-
wnuju@ U., lvwywinpywG L. 1995, p. 90, tab. 4, fig. 4) .

Table 20

Vantospian (urartian) and assyrian chariots.

1. Calah (Nimrud). Royal assyrian chariot (Merhav R., Seidl U. 1991, p. 55, fig. 3).

2. Suggested reconstraction of urartian chariot wheel with two clamps. (Merhav R., Seidl U.
1991, p. 62-63, fig. 8/2). 3. Early vantospian chariot (Merhav R., Seidl U. 1991, p. 54, fig. 2).
4. Assyrian war-chariot horses (Merhav R. 1991, pp. 78-79, fig. 10). 5. Vantospian chariot
wheel with two clamps (Tagyurek O. 1975, tab. 32). 6-8. Vantospian chariots (Wartke R.-
B. 1993, p. 78, dig. 31-32, p. 97, fig. 42).

Table 21-22

Furniture leg bronze terminals shaped as bull's hoof, from cave-tomb -at Geghovit
(®hhynuywb U., lvwgwumpyui L. 1995, tab. 6). :

Table 23

Vantospian (urartian) and assyrian furniture.

1. Backless throne depicted in relief from Calah-Nimrud (Hrouda B. 1965, fig. 145 f). 2.
Bronze leg of throne from Toprak - Kale (Van) (Akurgal E. 1968, fig. 55). 3. Vantospian chair
from Altin-tepe (OzgiiC T. 1969, pp. 65-72, tab. XIX). 4. Vantospian table (detail on narrow
bronze belt) (Tagyiirek O. 1975, tab. 21). 5. Vantospian table (Detail on narrow belt)
(Merhav R. 1991, pp. 248-149, fig. 2/2). 6. Bronze couldron with tripod stand (tripod legs
with bull's hoof terminals) from Altin-tepe (ITnoTpoBckuu B. 1962, pp. 60-61, fig. 32/1). 7.
Chair from Karmir Blur (Teisebaini) (ITnoTposckuu B. 1962, p. 54, fig. 25). 8-10. Three-
legged wooden tables from chamber tombns near Adilcevaz (Artske) (I ik C. 1986, fig. 7-8).
9. Metal encasing and lion's paw belonging to four-legged table from Altin-tepe (tomb III)
(Kyrieleis H. 1969, fig. 3). :

Table 24-27 ~
Bronze furniture sheathings from cave-tomb at Geghovit (®hihwnujwG U., lvwsunnpyuG L.
1995, tables 7-8).

Table 28
Vantospian (urartian) and assyrian candelabrums (lampstands).

108



1,2. Candelabrums from cave-tomb at Geghovit (®hihynujwiG U., JowgunnpjuG L. 1995, p.
94, tab. 8, fig. 1). 3. Karmir Blur (Teisebaini) (IThorposckuu B. 1950, fig. 42). 4. Arjan
(Iran) (Alizadeh A. 1985, p. 55, fig. 4). 5. Van (ITuoTpoBckuu B. 1959, p. 174, fig. 35).

Table 29
Vantospian (urartian) and assyrian chairs and thrones
1. Detail on bronze belt (Miyashita S. 1983, tab. 1). 2. Detail on crescent - shaped pendant
(Keller H.-J. 1991, p. 166, fig. 2). 3. Van. Detail on silver crescent - shaped pendant (Meyer
G. 1955, p. 209). 4. Detail on bronze belt (Calmeyer P. 1991, p. 317, fig. 4). 5. Detail on silver
medallion (Keller H.- J. 1991, p. 167, fig. 3). 6. Detail on bronze votive plaque (Barnett R.
1954, tab. IX). 7-8. Details on bronze plaques (Meyer G. 1955, p. 210; Merhav R. 1991, pp.
247-249).

Table 30
Vantospian (urartian) ceramic fragments from cave-tomb at Geghovit (®hjthynujuG U.,
fumgunupyuG L. 1995, p. 90, tab. 4, fig. 6, p. 97, tab. 11, fig. 3,4). 1-6 Clay. 7. Bronze.

Table 31 ‘
Vantospian (urartian) pottary.
1. Argistihinili (ABeTucsau I'. 1992, p. 98, tab. I, fig. 6).
2. Karmir Blur (Teisebaini) (ABeTucsu I'. 1992, p. 98, tab. II, fig. 2).
3. Karmir Blur (Teisebaini) (Ecasta C. 1964, p. 62, tab. X fig. 5).
4. Karmir Blur (Teisebaini) (ABetucsas I'. 1992, p. 154, tab. LVIII, fig. 4).
5. Arin Berd (Erebuni) (ABetucsau I'. 1992, p. 154, tab. LVIII, fig. 2).
6. Yerevan (chance find) (Ecasn C. 1964, tab.VII], fig. 7).
7. Karmir Blur (Teisebaini) (Ecassa C. 1972, tab. XXXVIII, fig. 5).
8-10. Karmir Blur (Teisebaini) (Ecaszr C. 1964, tab. IX, fig. 1, 2, 4).

Table 32
Hierogliphic names of Hittite gods (Masson E. 1981; Giiterbock H. 1982).

Table 33
Hierogliphic names of neareastarn gods.
1-12. Hittite. 13. Vantospian (urartian).

Table 34
1. Drawing of the impression of a cylinder seal of the neobabylonian period (Brentjes B. 1983,
p- 156). 2. Drawing of the impression of an urartian prizmatic seal from Karmir Blur
(IToTpoBckuu B. 1962, p. 106, fig. 71).3. Middle Bronze Age period clay vessel from
Metsamor (tomb 83) (Khanzadian E. 1995, p. 26, fig. 11). 4. Egyptian god Ka (Aypkep M.
1998, 1. 81). 5. Stamp seal-pendant from Karmir Blur (ITuorpoBckuit B. 1962, p. 105, fig.
69). 6. Vantospian (urartian) god Sivini (ITmoTpoBckmi B. 1959, p- 225, fig. 70). 7.
Canaanite shrine with stelae and offering table at Hazor (Pritchard J. 1975, ill. 103).

Table 35

Adornments from cave-tomb at Geghovit.
1,2. Bronze bracelets (®nhwynujuG U., lJouywupyuG L. 1995, p. 97, tab. 11, fig.1). 3-8.
Beads (clay, glass and bone). 9. Necklace (bone) (®hjhwynujw U., lvwguimpjwG L. 1995, p.
97, tab. 11, fig.2).

109



