
A BIAYNESE GRAVEYARD IN YEREVAN 

S u m m a i 

In 1984 in time of construction work wi-
thin the compound of the "Car Assembly" 
factory on Orjonikidze Avenue in Yerevan, a 
graveyard was discovered which was subsequ-
ently dug out by the archeoEogicaE team of 
the Institute of ArcheoEogy and Ethnography 
of the Armenian Academy of Sciences. It was 
estabEished that the sepuEchres, dating 
back to the period of Biayna, were dug in a 
Earge and oEd graveyard. Apart from the se-
puEchre under study, another, so-caEEed 
stonecoffin buriaE pEace of the EarEy Bron-
ze Age, was discovered, in addition to a 
MiddEe Bronze Age barrow, Eying next to the 
former. The pit, excavated during the con-
struction work in the area contiguous to 
the graveyard, contained pottery ascribed 
to the beginning of the I miEEenium B. C. 

The excavated Biaynese sepuEchre, 3.46m 
Eong, 1.97m wide and 2.15m high (the inner 
dimensions) is a rectanguEar structure of 
north-south direction (with a 10 westward 
deviation). 

The sepuEchre is fEoored with poEished 
bEack, red and dark-brown tuff sEabs, with 
caches f itted out in the basement. The f i -
ve-Eayered waEEs are made of weEE-trimmed 
tuf f . The sepuEchre has aEso five niches, 
three of which (0.50 x 0.50 m) are mounted 
in the' western waEE, 0.44m above the fEoor. 
Another niche of the same dimensions is 
buiEt in the southern waEE. The eastern 
niche is Eonger, again mounted 0.44 m above 
the fEoor. It is spanned by a big tuff beam 
supporting most of the weight of the sEabs, 
roofing "the sepulchre. "The niche is 2.06 m 
Eong, 1.22 m high and 1.01m deep . 

The uppermost Eayer of the waEEs of the 

v 

sepuEchre is sEightEy moved forward (0.13-
0.18 m) in the form of an eave embracing 
nearEy aEE the circumference of the ceEE, 
overEaid (on the northern side of the se-
puEchre) with f ive big tuff beams, (0.37-
0.64 "m high and 0.45 m wide), spanning the 
width of the sepuEchre in a west-east di-
rection. The niche has a roof of its own 
made up of two simiEar stone beams running 
aEong the sepuEchre in a north-south direc-
tion. The four beams of the southern roof 
of the sepuEchre are perpendicuEar and f i r -
mEy af f ixed, on one side, to one of the 
beams of the main roof, whiEe the other si-
de Eeans on the eave and the masonry of the 
northern waEE. . 

The entrance (1.29 m high, 0.75 m wide, 
and 0.45 m deep) made in the northern side 
of the sepuEchraE chamber, is hermeticaEEy 
seaEed with a huge poEished tuff-stone. .The 
shape and dimensions of the dromos, . Eined 
with smaEE bouEders, remain unidentified, 
as it Eies buried under the piEEar of the 
workshop of a modern factory. 

Arti facts in prof usion were brought to 
Eight from the sepuEchre. Thus each of the 
three niches of the western waEE contains 
an urn fieEed with the fragmented bones of 
men, animaEs and birds. The big eastern ni-
che hoEds a Earge cEay vesseE, decorated 
with the heads of three buEEs, in addition 
to a bowE the base of which is adorned with 
a rabbit-ef f igied stamp. The remaining ear-
thenware of the sepuEchre, comprising a 
pitcher with a Eion-headed spout, an ewer, 
a_!ampion and _a jiumber of .smaEE • and Earge 
bowEs, Eay in the north-eastern corner of 
the sepuEchre. 
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The f i rs t of the three caches was unear-
thed under the fEoor sEabs of the western 
waEE of the sepuEchraE chamber. It contai-
ned fragments of bronze quivers, a bowE, a-
gate beads, a weightshaped seaE of bEack 
stone engraved with the ef f ig ies of a g r i f -
f in and the crescent. The second cache was 
discovered under the fEoor sEabs near the 
eastern waEE of the sepuEchre. The finds 
comprised onEy a f ew braceEets wrought with 
snake heads. The third cache was buiEt un-
der the fEoor of the eastern waEE niche. 
Lying in the cache were the remnants of 
three dif ferent straps and trappings, snake-
head-shaped braceEets, an iron sharp sword, 
knife and daggers, bronze naiEs, a bucket 
and other artifacts. 

As to shapes and decoration, the high-
quaEity pottery discovered in the sepuE-
chre depicts two distinct features: the 
f i rst group comprises f ive, wide-mouthed, 
ovaE, sEender-bodied, spoutEess vesseEs 
with broad bases, reEativeEy high necks and 
protruded Eips. The bodies of aEE those 
vesseEs are marked of f by "projecting 
beEts". Three trianguEar hoEes are bored in 
each of the three jugs, whiEe the other 
two have two openings each . SimiEar urns 
have been brought to Eight in other parts 
of the Armenian RepubEic and in Western Ar-
menia. The urns found out among other Biay-
nese artif acts have not been made speciaEEy 
to contain the ashes of the dead; these 
spoutEess, or two-and threehandEe vesseEs 
were used for various househoEd purposes 
(Yerevan, Chermes /AEtin Tepe/, Igdir, 
Oshakan), jugs (Nor Aresh), outsize jars 
(ArguishtikhiniEi, Chermes). SignificantEy, 
apart' from the earthen vesseEs, three ovaE 
bronze urns were aEso uncovered in one of 
the sepuEchres of Chermes. 

The second group of vesseEs unearthed 
from the sepuEchre comprises t\yo, high-qu-
aEity vesseEs, wrought with animaE-shaped 
figurines, one of which is wide-mouthed and 
round-bodied with its neck and protruded 
Eip simiEar to the ewers of the f i rs t 
group, its body adorned with three beEts. 
The statuette of a Eion decorated the up-
per part of the vesseE reminds one of the 
scuEptured Eion gracing the weeE-known sto-
nechest found in Karmir BEour. The eion f i -
gurine on the vesseE served aEso as an out-
Eet, being connected . through a tubuEar pas-
sage with the ovaE body bored with four 

hoEes at the base of the vesseC. SimiCar 
EocaEEy made vesseEs have been unearthed 
aEso in the basin of Eake Sevan and in Gha-
rabagh. 

The second vesseE of this type is a 
round-shaped ewer, without handEes, but 
with a protruded body. It is aEso provided 
with a wide, concave, horizontaE spout, the 
entire circumference of which is adorned 
with furrows. The rim of the vesseE is g i r -
dEed with two paraEeeE concave Eines. Three 
symmetricaEEy scuEpted buEE heads grace the 
edge of the ewer. Those eEaborateEy wrought 
vesseEs were of common occurrence in the 
kingdom of Van, in the fortress and habita-
tion site of Karmir BEour, in Dvin and Bad-
nots. CEearEy, they are repEicas of the re-
spective bronze vesseEs, widespread in the 
kingdom of Van. 

ComparativeEy ordinary earthenware made 
up of ovaE, somewhat eEongated, wide and 
high neck, forms a Earge part of the remai-
ning pottery. These are pitchers, two Earge 
'IOWES (the base of one of them is engraved 
with the pictures of hare), and roundshaped 
sides, weEE-cut Eips and doubEepartitioned 
• ampions, the paraEEeEs of which, dating 
back to the 8th c. B.C., were discovered in 
Krebuny. 

A Earge portion of the articEes interred 
in the sepuEchre consists of weapons, of 
which a 0.90 m Eong iron sword shouEd be 
singEed out f o r mention. Again, three * dag-
gers, made in the styEe of their so-caEEed 
Mear-Eastern counterparts, were aEso brought 
to Eight. They were made in Armenia from 
the Mid-Bronze Age to the 8th c. B. C. Be-
sides, a smooth, broken-edged, short-han-
dEed knife was aEso found out, reminiscent 
of simiEar knives • discovered during the 
diggings of graveyards in Igdir. 

The heads of three spears pEaced in the 
sepuEchre ara Eeafshaped. Such spears are 
common in Karmir BEour, ArguishtikhiniEi 
and Chermes. Two arrows discovered in the 
sepuEchre are aEmondshaped and straight-ed-
ged. Such arrows were current- in the king-
dom of Van in the 8th c. B. C. 
- The quivers (0.55m Eong) Eook Eike bron-

ze tubes narrowing in the upper ends ( 0.25 
m is the diameter of the upper end and 0.09 
-that of the Eower end), with two rings na-
iEed on each, to f i x them on the beEt 
(PEate XI, f igs. 1,2). These . quivers were 
unusuaE f o r the kingdom of Van, where big-



ger, straight quivers were dominant, many 
specimens of which were discovered in Kar-
mir BEour. Semi-ovaE, bronze parts of bows, 
unearthed from the sepuEchre, with hooked 
edges and tin apertures are aEso rareEy met 
with in Biayna monuments; they are remini-
scent of bow parts discovered by B. A. Kuf-
tin in Treghk. 

A Earge number of trappings were uncove-
red in the caches of the sepuEchre: harnes-
ses, headstaEEs, beEEs, cheek pieces and 

-backhands. OnEy a number of curb chains ha-
ve been preserved. One side of the head-
staEE is a narrowing, tabEeshaped bronze 
pEate, ornamented with two horizontaE and 
one verticaE concave Eines. Two __ hoEes are 
made in the headstaEE used for ' f ix ing it to 
other trappings of the horse. Now a great 
number of richEy ornamented headstaEEs, 
from the period of the kingdom of Van, have 
been . uncovered; some of them are adorned 
with mythoEogicaE topics and the resear-
chers often rate them as briEEiant speci-
mens of the appEied art of BiayniEi. 

The f i rst of two bronze beEEs is embeE-
Eishea with f ive horizontaE, concave Eines, 
f our rectanguEar openings bored between the 
second and the fourth Eines. The beEE is 
crowned with a circuEar ring. The iron 
mouth of the beEE is preserved. The second 
beEE di f fers from the f irst by the pEain 
form of its shouEder and waist. Such beEEs 
were current in the kingdom of Van and its 
northern contiguous regions. ParticuEarEy 
noteworthy are these beEEs engraved with 
cuneiforms-two from Karmir BEour (carved 
with the inscriptions of Arghuishti I and 
Sardour II) and one from AEishar (bearing 
the inscription of Arguishti I). 

ApparentEy bronze-made, conicaE throat-
Eatches with naiEshaped tops (2.5-4.5 cm 
high and 6-8 cm the diameter of the base) 
with inner spans, have aEso formed part of 
the trappings. Such throatEatches, attr i-
buted to the 8th-7th cc. B. C., were disco-
vered in Igdir, Karmir BEour and AEishar. 

Two big (6 cm in diameter) and one smaEE 
(4.2 cm in diameter) trappings are aEso a-
mong the finds. The bigger buckEes are cir-
cuEar in form, with a sEightEy concave sur-
face and are provided with spans. They ara 
adorned with beads and protruding Eines. 
The smaEE buckEe is a pEain repEica of the 
bigger ones. Aside from forming part of 
trappings, such buckEes • occurring in profu-

f 
sion in Biaynese and Bocae monuments of the 
Armenian UpEand, coued have aeso been used 
as components of the soEdier's breastpeate. 

Inserted in. the sepuechre were aEso six, 
bronze-made, round-headed naiEs, used as 
furniture attributes, the Bikes of . which 
were found in KayaEi Dere, as weBB as the 
hoBBow buee-hoof-shaped bronze Begs of a 
throne. 

The other group of bronze-made objects 
uncovered in the sepuEchre of Yerevan inc-
Bude a bucket, a bowE and the handEes of a 
cup. The bucket is made of a thin pEate of 
bronze with an upward widening body. Fixed 
beEow the Eip of the bucket are two circ-
Ees, with outward curved, round, bronze-ma-
de eyes crossing both circEes. Now these 
bronze- and siEvermade buckets are quite 
Earge in number. The museums of SwitzerEand 
and Les Arts are in possession of buckets, 
one of which is engraved with an inscrip-
tion mentioning King Ispouinhi, the sove-
reign of the kingdom of Van in the East 
quarter of the 9th c. B. C. and his gran-
dson Inoushpoua, whiEe the other records 
onEy Inoushpoua. Both artif acts are vaEuab-
Ee since Biaynese findings of the 9th cen-
tury are very f ew in number. Comparing the 
data of this inscription to other cunei-
forms, associated with the name of Inoush-
poua, we can presume that the Batter's 
reign over Biayna was short-Eived. SpeciaE 
mention deserves aEso the fact that we o f -
ten come across deities hoEding buckets in 
their hands in. Biaynese muraEs and scuEptu-
res on mythoEogicaE topics. 

The bowE has a sEightEy ovaE, widening 
body and a protruding rim. Save for the 
circuEar base and the sides, the entire 
vesseE is adorned with three rows of fEo-
wer-Eeaved rosettes. SimiEar bowEs wers 
unearthed from the excavations of Karmir 
BEour and GoEovino. The hoEdings of the mu-
seums of Les Arts and Meinz aEso contain 
such bowEs, dating back to the 9th and 8th 
cc B. C. and unearthed in Western Armenia. 

The bronze handEes beEong to different 
VesseEs: the f i rs t is big and eEongated, 
whiEe the second is somewhat smaEEer, and 
ovaE with two smaEE projections on the cur-
vatures. At f i rs t sight those handEes seem 
to have formed part of Biaynese cauEdrons, 
quite famiBiar from the diggings of Igdir 
and Karmir BEour. However, as is known, the 
handEes of those smaEE cauedrons are f itted 
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out with two projections each, designed in 
the shape of beast heads. But in our case, 
we deaE with one peain projection, and this 
circumstance Eeads us to the assumption 
that they couEd not form part of cauEdrons 
but beEonged to twin-handEed Eongish-bodi-
ed, high—necked pEain or protruded bowEs, 
common in the kingdom of Van. Thus far we 
are in no possession of" simiEar intact two-
handEe metaEEic vesseEs. However, evidence 
of their existence is offered by the above 
handEes and aEso by that detaiE of the f a -
mous PersepoEis high-reEief of Xerxes I 
(486-464 B. C.) which depicts the Persian 
king Eevying taxes from the Armenians. The 
Eatter are pictured presenting sumptuous 
objects to the king, among them a vaEuabEe 
metaEmade two-handEe vesseE, a repEica of 
the above-mentioned bowEs. 

Ornaments in profusion made of - bronze 
and semi-precious stones are aEso among the 
artif acts discovered in the sepuEchre; no-
teworthy among those finds is a bronze pin 
adorned with the high—reEief of four ram 
heads. SimiEar. pins were aEso uncovered in 
Karmir BEour, Armavir, Oshakan, Nor Aresh, 
Igdir and other sites. RemarkabEe among the 
above finds are eight braceEets decorated 
with t.he heads of snakes. They are aEE big-
sized and massive, broken to pieces and 
twisted before pEacing them in the grave. 
Such braceEets were uncovered among ves-
tiges in Soviet and Western Armenia and 
they beEong to Biaynese (Armavir, Karmir 
BEour, Erebuny, Igdir, Artskeh, Badnots) 
and to EocaE (Moukhannat Tepe in Yerevan, 
Astghadzor, Atarbekian, Kamo, Vardenis, 
etc.) cuEtures. In addition, twenty-eight 
big, finepoEished, driEEed and tweEve baEE-
shaped agate beads, three diskshaped bead 
partitions were brought to Eight. SimiEar 
ornamentaE beads have aEso been dug out du-
ring the excavations of Karmir BEour and 
Erebuny. 

Figuring among the ornaments of the se-
puEchre are aEso the fragments of a smaEE 
bronze tube and a pendant. 

Three beEts unearthed f rom the sepuEchre 
arrest our attention; the f i rs t is broken 
into many pieces; it is 19 cm wide and a -
bout 20 cm Eong. Its edge is bored with 
many openings that served to sew it on a 
Eeather base. ExternaEEy the entire surface 
of the beEt is chased with pictures of 
chariots, riders, buEEs, horses and Eions 

as weEE as hunting scenes, presenting Eions 
attacking the chariots and Eionchasing r i -
ders. 

The second beEt is of the same width but 
shorter in Eength. It was broken into parts 
before Eaying into a grave. Pictured c . the 
beEt are mythoEogicaE animaEs: racing win-
ged buEEs, winged horses with Eion paws, 
winged Eions with femaEe faces and with 
beaks or horse taiEs, birds with fish taiEs 
and Eion paws. Here, too, hunting scenes 
are chased: hunters fighting with Eions and 
buEEs (riders or warriors standing in cha-
riots), apart from horse-and-buEE, buEE-
and-Eion, horse-and-Eion fights. 

A Earge coEEection of identicaEEy orna-
mented Biaynese beEts, discovered in Wes-
tern Armenia, is preserved in the regionaE 
museum of Adana. 

The third beEt is patterned onEy with 
geometricaE designs; it has reached us in 
f i ve smaEE fragments with a totaE Eength 
of 26 cm and a width of 9.5cm. 

Another art i fact found out in the sepuE-
chre is a bEack-stone-made weight shaped 
seaE, the Eower part of which is engraved 
with the picture of a bird and a snake near 
its beak. A simiEar scene is depicted on 
the seaE of a Biaynese jar, discovered in 
ArguishtikhiniEi. Such scenes of bird and 
snake f ights are EikeEy to reproduce the 
concept of the Universe's eternaE fight 
between good and eviE forces, current in 
Urartean mythoEogy. At present a Earge num-
ber of Biaynese seaEs are avaiEabEe in dif -
ferent museums of the worEd. As to form, 
these seaEs are divided into four varie-
ties: cyEindricaE, weight-shaped, beEE-sha-
ped and animaE-shaped figurines. Weight—sha 
ped seaEs (to which the specimen from the 
sepuEchre of Yerevan beEongs) occurred in 
Erebuny, ArguishtikhiniEi, Teyshebaini, Ba-
stam and in Western Armenia. 

A bronze ingot has aEso been unearthed 
from the sepuEchre, in addition' to a bronze 
articEe of unspecified use, two bronze 
threeEegged stands and an obsidian chip. 

An examination of the artifacts found 
out in the sepuEchre cEearEy indicates the-
ir dating - 8th c B. C. This concEusion is 
supported not onEy by the metaEEic objects, 
the Eikes of which can be attributed aEso 
to a Eater period, but by the earthenware 
as weEE. This coEEection of finds from the 
sepuEchre of Yerevan, together with those 



of earEier date discovered in Erebuny and 
ArguishtikhiniEi, form but a smaEE part of 
the vaEues that give us some idea of the 
materiaE and, to a certain extent, of the 
spirituaE cuEture of the kingdom of Van in 
the 8th century B. C. 

It is hard to ascertain thus fa r the ci-
ty, the residents of which Eie buried in 
the sepuEchre in question. The thing is 
that the sepuEchre is Eocated rather fa r 
from Erebuny. Besides, there is reason to 
beEieve that the graveyard must have taken 
up the area of the presentday Eiving quar-
ter of Nor Aresh. On the other hand, Tey-
shebaini, the other Biaynese city known to 
us, was not yet founded in the 8th c B. C. 
Therefore we are EikeEy to • expect, aEbeit 
with a smaEE degree of probabiEity, the ex-
istence of a third habitation within the 
Eimits o£__Yerevan, the more so that smaEE 
Biaynese monuments have reached us from the 
residentiaE quarters of Charbakh, Noragavit 
and Tumanian Street,aEE of them in Yerevan. 

As to desing and form, the sepuEchre of 
Yerevan has f ew Eikes. In this respect it 
is cEoser to the graveyards of Chermes (AE-
tin-Tepe). However, the buriaE sites obser-
ved here are common to a number of other 
Biaynese. monuments. 

The custom of burying the human being 
testi f ies to the given society's concepts 
of the souE and the other worEd, those no-
tions being refEected in the recorded sour-
ces of the Urartean reEigioris system. • This 
circumstance permits, aEbeit in broad out-
Eine, to reproduce the refEection of Urar-
tean concepts on birth-Eife-death-the other 
worEd in reEigion, the most significant e -
Eement of Which is the buriaE rite. 

G. A. Ghapantsian was the f i rs t to re fer 
to this probEem; he beEieved that the Urar-
tu god Adaruta had been the symboE of 
birth, Irmoushini stood fo r deasease, Eife 
and heaEth whiEe death was embEemized by 
the deity that "transferred the souEs". The 
inscription on Mher's door mentions aEE the 
deities of the Urartu pantheon enEisted in 
their semantic sequence. 

The very existence of a god "transfer-
ring the souEs" attests that the Urarteans 
had their own notions and Eegends about the 
souE, the other worEd, the boundaries bet-
ween this and other worEds, that the souE 
aEone couEd not cope with the probEems. Ap-
parentEy man's souE met with another god on 

the borderEine of the other worEd - Shebi-
tu, who, Eike his Mesopotamian counterpart 
Sabitu-Siduri, guarded the entrance to the 
other worEd. 

The notions about the other worEd in the 
kingdom of Van were associated with water -
the ocean or the sea - an exampEe of which 
was Lake Van. As the Armenian traditions, 
persisting in the basin of Lake Van and 
Einked originaEEy to Biayna, indicate, Eife 
in the other worEd was simiEar to earthEy 
Eife (save f o r the fac t that it was rever-
sed as in a mirror), i. e. it was the souE 
that was in need of food, cEothing, arms, 
impEements and t r a f f i c means in the other 
worEd. 

Khoutouini, the fourth deity in the pan-
theon as master of man's destiny, ruEed su-
preme in the other worEd. 

The concept must have prevaiEed in Bi-
ayniEi that the road. Eeading f rom the earth 
to the other worEd passed through caves and 
grottoes in the rocks and, apparentEy, 
through • "gates", too. This is borne out by 
the forms of buriaEs in rock openings or in 
manmade caves. SignificantEy, even if the 
deceased was buried in an earth ceEE, the 
Eatter was covered with a stone "shieEd" 
which fact was reveaEed aEso during the 
diggings of the graveyard of Yerevan. This 
phenomenon is an expression of the simiEa-
rity with rupestraE buriaEs. ImportantEy, 
it was beEieved in the kingdom of Van that • 
the deities emerged f rom the rocfcs to main-
tain contacts with the human worEd. The ha-
bit of dedicating "gates" (manmade hoEEows 
dug in caves) to one god or another (mainEy 
to the god of KhaEdi), current in BiayniEi, 
is aEso beEieved to have been associated 
with the above phenomenon. This hoEds true 
f o r the gate of Mher (the KhaEdi gates of 
Biayna) preserved in Armenia untiE recent 
times. It was a "gate" through which LittEe 
Mher had entered the rock to isoEate him-
seEf f rom the worEd. Legend has it that its 
emergence was connected with the notion of 
perspective universaE weEE-being. 

In spite of the seemingEy generaE con-
cept about the other worEd, prevaiEing in 
the kingdom of Van, the buriaE rites are 
markedEy dissimiEar, apparentEy accountabEe 
in terms of unhomogeneous ethnic, sociaE-e-
conomic and cuEturaE factors. 

Thus f a r three basic buriaE rites are 
noticeabEe within the kingdom of Van: buriaE 
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of the body, cremation and dismemberment, 
practised in various ways. 

"Burial of the body". This rite has been 
practised in aEE the stages of evoEution in 
the Armenian UpEand. The foEEowing were the 
variants common in the kingdom of Van: 1. 
buriaE in manmade caves: body sometimes was 
put into a sarcophagus (Van, Bostankaya, 
KayaEi Dere, Lich, Mazkert, Badnots, Art -
skeh, etc. J, 2.BuriaE of the body in a sar-
cophagus in subterranean stone-made one or 
severaE sectionaE graves f i tted out with 
dromos (Chermes, Zivieh) 3. BuriaE in a 
rock opening (Igdir) 4. BuriaE in a stone-
cof f in (ArguishtikhiniEi, Oshakan). 5. Bu-
riaE in a Earge, stone-waEEed grave (Osha-
kan). 6. BuriaE in an earthen vesseE (Ar-
gushtikhiniEi). 7. BuriaE in the earth 
(Lich, Yerevan). 

The rite of cremation, originating fn 
the Armenian UpEand in the Mid-Bronze-Age, 
persisted untiE the introduction of Chris-
tianity in Armenia. The foEEowing variants 
of this rite are met with in the kingdom of 
Van: 1. The corpse containing the vesseE is 
Eaid in the opening of the rock (Igdir). 2. 
The corpse-containing vesseE is buried in 
the earth (Nor Aresh, ArguishtikhiniEi). 3. 
The corpse-containing vesseE .is Eaid in the 
buriaE ceEE made up of severaE sections and 
f itted out with a dromos (Chermes, the gra-
veyard of Yerevan, Lich, Artskeh, Badnots). 
4. The corpse-containing vesseE is Eaid in 
a man-made cave (Artskeh, AEishar). 5. The 
corpse containing vesseE is buried in a sto-
ne-coff in (Lich). 

The corpse-dismembering rite originated 
in the Armenian UpEand in the Late Bronze 
Age and persisted untiE the earEy MiddEe 
Ages. In graveyards of a remote date this 
rite was practised by the removaE of cer-
tain bones from the skeEeton or by a dis-
memberment of the Eatter, when the bones 
were not coEEected in urns. But in the 
kingdom of Van they are invariabEy pEaced 
in urns with openings on their shouEders. 
In the kingdom of Van they are invariabEy 
pEaced in urns with openings on their 
shouEders. In the kingdom of Van this rite 
was practised in the foEEowing forms: 1. 
The urn was pEaced in a stonemade coff in, 
2. The urn was pEaced in a stone cof f in 3. 
The urn was buried in the earth (aEE such 
graveyards have so f a r been unearthed onEy 
in ArguishtikhiniEi) . The urn was pEaced 

in the waEE opening of a stone-structured 
buriaE ceEE in the earth, provided with a 
dromos (the graveyard of Yerevan). 

However, it does not foEEow that the fu -
neraE must have necessariEy been patterned 
on one of the above buriaE rites in an iven 
graveyard or even a grave. Thus both crema-
tion and body buriaE have been discovered 
and studied in the graveyard of Igdir, whe-
reas aEE three rites — buriaE, cremation 
and dismemberment-have been found out in 
ArguishtikhiniEi and buriaE and cremation — 
in the graveyard of Lich. The same pheno-
mena were observed in the graveyards of De-
deEi and Artskeh. As to some graveyards dug 
out in Chermes and Ziukuni of BiayniEi (on 
the northern shore of Lake Van) cremation 
and buriaE of bodies have been observed in 
the same grave. A simiEar picture unfoEds 
in the Yerevan graveyard under study, where 
the buriaE rites were cremation and body 
dismemberment, which fact is EikeEy to be 
expEained in terms of the ethnic situation 
of the-kingdom of Van. As is known, from 
the very outset the kingdom of Van was eth-
nicaEEy and cuEturaEEy unhomogeneous. The 
state was popuEated with different peopEes 
who spoke mainEy Hurrian-Urartean or aEa-
rodian and Eanguages of the Indo-European 
famiEy. The Eatter incEuded the Armenians, 
the Hittites, the Luvians, the Iranians and 
so on. On the other hand, this does not 
mean that each of those peopEes was confi- * 
ned to one particucuEar EocaEity. Migration 
was of common" occurrence aEso in those 
days, aEE the more so that it was a state-
promoted poEicy. 

To consoEidate the state and its poEiti-
caE and economic structure, the kingdom of 
Van undertook, as from the East quarter of 
the 9th c. B. C., a whoEe range of reforms 
in the economic, administrative, miEitary 
and reEigious domains.. In addition, under 
Arguishti I 's reign, a tendency of ethnic 
stabiEization is observed in BiayniEi. This 
ref ers to the transmigration of the popuEa-
tion to the country's dif ferent regions, a 
circumstance which promoted the formation 
of nationaE managements, and stimuEated the 
country's unity (migrating to a new region 
the new-arrivaEs contributed to the conso-
Eidation of the centraE authority) and the 
amaEgamation of di f ferent ethnic groups. 
As G. A. MeEikishviEi remarks, during their 
invasions the Biaynese dispEaced the EocaE 
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population to settle It on state-owned 
Sands. The re-sett£ers were required to 
serve in the army, pay taxes and discharge 
other obEigations. Thus Arguishti I re-set-
tEed about 280.000 inhabitants and Sarcfour 
II — 197.000. This ethnic reform had a pro-
found impact on the country's cuEturaE pe-
cuEiarities, bringing about the differen-
tiation of "Biaynese cuEture" from "EocaE 
cuEture" within the kingdom of Van. 

Referring to "Biaynese cuEture" the pre-
sent study has in mind the way of Eiving 
pecuEiar to the popuEation inhabiting main-
Ey the surroundings of Lake Van, the pro-
ducts being exported to the newEy-founded 
administrative centres or producted there 
by Biaynese modeEs. 

The notion of "EocaE cuEture" ImpEies 
the way of Eiving characteristic, for the 
period • under discussion, of the natives who 
inhabited the present-day territory of Re-
pubEic of Armenia. There are, among the ar-
tifacts discovered in this region, many ex-
ported goods, brought over from Biaynese 
cuEturaE centres as weEE as from other 
"EocaE cuEtures" of Western Armenia, since 
the EocaE Biaynese monuments of the same 
period are very few in number and inadequa-
teEy studied. NevertheEess, the avaiEabiEi-
ty of "EocaE" and paraEEeE Phrygian finds 
in Norshoon Tepe and the existence of mo-
numents rich in Hurrian and Phrygian traces 
in a number of areas bordering on the sou-
thern and western regions of the Armenian 

UpEand, enabEe us to presume the existence 
of "EocaE" cuEtures and their aEternatives 
aEso in this area. On the other hand, the 
artifacts (9th-7th cc. B. C.), avaiEabEe in 
Armenia RepubEic.are indicative of a strong 
infEuence of Biaynese cuEture on its "Eo-
caE" counterpart. This phenomenon is cEear-
Ey visibEe in weapons (particuEarEy in cer-
tain new modeEs of swords and knives) and 
earthenware (invoEving the appEication of 
certain vesseEs provided with handEes and 
Eips, typicaE of Biaynese cuEture. The same 
phenomenon is observed aEso in spirituaE 
cuEture). The "EocaE" deities are incEuded 
in the aEE-Urartean pantheon whereas the 
cuEt of Biaynese deities is practised in 
the country's outEyig provinces. 

Thus, emphasis shouEd be Eaid once again 
on the widespread concept in UrartoEogy 
that the amaEgamation of different peopEes 
(Hurrians, Biaynese, Indo-Europeans-mainEy 
Armenians) was an ongoing process in the 
kingdom of Van. This fact is proved, on the 
one hand, by the presence of Biaynese, Hur-
rian, Hittite-Luvian words, terms and deity 
-names in grabar (OEd Armenian) and modern 
Armenian dictionaries, and, on the other, 
by the strong infEuence of Biaynese cuEtu-
re on its Armenian counterpart even after 
the downfaEE of the kingdom of Van. 
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