
TRADE R E L A T I O N S O F M E D I E V A L A R M E N I A IN T H E VI—XIII T H C E N T U R I E S 
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Armenia , due to its geograph ica l posit ion, 
played an impor tan t poli t ical and economic role in 
Wes te rn Asia. D u r i n g the format ion of feuda l i sm 
and its development and especial ly with an increase 
in the product ion of goods , A r m e n i a n ' s economic 
re la t ions with var ious countr ies , expanded . S t -a -
tcgic and impor tan t t r a d e routes connec t ing the 
Easl and the Wesi, the Nor th and the South lay 
th rough the Armenian h igh lands . To a cer ta in extent 
the development of the h i s to r ica l—cul tu ra l life of 
the land was also connected with in te rna t iona l t r an -
sit t rade , the direct ion of t r a d e rou tes and the deg-
ree to which they were used. A r m e n i a n s actively par-
ticipated in that t rade , expor t ing ag r i cu l tu ra l and 
an imal products , na tu ra l minera l wea l th and especi-
ally c r a f t w a r e of good tas te . 

F rom Western Asia, Byzan t ium, the Far Eas t 
and the North, Armenia imported spices, a romat i c 
oils, Chinese silk, furs , va r ious goods of dai ly use, 
a m o n g them pot tery and g l a s s w a r e . 

G l a s s w o r k i n g w a s well developed in Wes t e rn 
Asia and in Byzan t ium du r ing the Middle Ages; 
thus il was quite n a t u r a l for it to become a m e a n s 
of exchange in in te rna t iona l t rade . Tha t fact became 
evident du r ing excava t ions at Ani and Dvin, the 
la rges t Armen ian cities. Al though Armenia w a s 
known for its goods used in t rade , one of the more 
impor tan t being g l a s sware , yet g l a s s vesse ls f rom 
the f a m o u s workshops of Egypt , Syr ia , I ran and 
Byzan t ium, comprised a cons iderab le pa r t of impor-
ted goods. The ma in aim of this work is to p resen t 
those ar t ic les and thus, by u s i n g d i f fe ren t methods , 
complete as much as possible and ver i fy A r m e n i a n ' s 
Iradc-ecoiiomical re la t ions wi th d i f fe ren t countr ies . 

Home t r ade in ea r ly medieva l Armen ian cities 
was relat ively less developed and less act ive when 
compared with foreign t rade . It w a s in the IV c. t ha t 
u rban life received a s t r o n g blow when Shapuh II 
a t tacked the land, when t r ade and c r a f t s s tood on 
the brim of des t ruc t ion; much t ime and a new upsu-
rge in u rban life w a s needed lo res tore them. Some 
informat ion on home t rade h a s been preserved in 
church canons . One of these canons s t r ic t ly fo rbade 
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the c lergy to indulge in t rade , s ince it w a s consi-
dered an occupat ion for laymen. 

Armenia , be ing between two g rea t powers , I ran 
and Byzan t ium, was a cenire of in te rna t iona l t ran-
sit t rade . In the J u s t n i a n code, the emperor ' s edict of 
408—9, spoke of a pact concluded between the By-
zanLine empire and S a s s a n i a n I ran , accord ing to 
which in te rna t iona l t r ade exchange w a s permi t ted 
in Wes te rn Asia at only three p laces formerly deci-
ded upon: at Nizibin ( I r a n ) , at Gal l in icum (Racca 
on the Euphra t e s , B y z a n t i u m ) , at Ar i a sha t (Arme-
n i a ) . In later cen tur ies the role of the la t ter w a s ta-
ken on by Dvin, not far f rom Ar t a sha t . 

The m a i n t r ade routes of this reg ion of Armen ia 
a re g iven in the m a p cal led t abu la peu t inger iane . 
Accord ing to that m a p Ar ta sha t , and af te r the v c. 
Dvin, were connected by ma in routes to seapor t s in 
I ran, Asia Minor , Georgia , and the nor thern and 
eas t e rn shores of the Black Sea. It a lso shows the 
"royal road" , the A r t a s h a t — T i g r a n a k e r t s egmen t a 
par t of the "Grea t Silk Route" f rom China . 

All cities on m a i n t r ade routes, a long with the 
cap i t a l s took act ive pa r t in in t e rna t iona l t r ade . 
Theodosiopol is (Kar in) and V a g h a r s h a p a t d i f fered 
in this rcspect . 

F rom the V c. Dvin, the last capi ta l of the Ar-
sac ids , founded in the 30's of the IV c., became a 
l a r g e cenire of t r ans i t t r ade . Later it w a s the sea l of 
A r m e n i a n m a r z p a n s , Arab os t ikan (gove rno r s ) , of 
M o h a m m e d a n emirs and for 400 years , the res idence 
of the ca thol icos 

Dvin w a s one of the l a rges t cu l tura l and econu-
. mic cen t res of Armenia . This is what the h is tor ian 

Procopius of Caesa r i a wrote in the VI c. " D v i n " 
(Dubois) has very fert i le land; it has a mild c l imate 
and f ine wa te r . It is e ight hours f rom Theodosiopol is 
There the f ields are level, su i t ab le for horse r id ing . 
Wel l -popula led v i l l ages close to each other a re 
popula ted by t r adesmen , s ince f rom India , f rom 
ne ighbour ing Georg ia and m a n y places under 
P a r s i a n and even R o m a n rule, goods are b rough t 
here to t r ade with. . ." . 



According to i t ineraries compiled by Anania 
Shirakats i in the VII c., five t r ade routes lay in 
different directions out of Dvin. The Nor thern route 
went f rom Dvin to P a r l a v and Derbend to eas te rn 
Europe. The Western route Asia Minor to Constan-
tinople; the South-western road th rough Racca to 
Africa; ' the south—eatern to Nakhichevan, Tizbon, 
the Pers ian Gulf and the eas te rn to P a y t a k a r a n , the 
Caspian Sea and Middle Asia. Medieval Armenian 
i t ineraries show t rade routes more extensively, not 
l imit ing themselves to only admin is t ra t ive centres . 
Another impor tant t rade route f rom India via Bak-
tria, the southern shores of the Casp i an Sea to 
Transcaucas ia (Nakhichevan, Dvin, Shi rak) is 
mentioned by Shi raka ts i in another of his works . 
Jewels and other goods were imported on this route . 

The infi l t rat ion of the Nes to r ians into Armenia 
for reasons of t r ade is par t icu la r ly in teres t ing . They 
came from Khuzis tan, a l a rge t r ade and hand ic r a f t 
cenire in S a s s a n i a n I ran . 

The Nes tor ians played an impor tan t role in 
Iran. Living in Armenia , they, therefore, o rgan ized 
their own communi ty in Dvin and actively t r a d e d . ' 
Evidently, Syr i ans also had their t r ade communi t ies 
in Dvin; they were a t rade- loving people of the Near 
East and the Med i t e r r anean bas in . Archaeological 
f inds arc evidence of these communi t ies ; especial ly 
the seals, some s t a m p s of which a rc not Armen ian 
in origin. 

In te res t ing mate r ia l on the o rgan iza t ion of t r a d e 
in early medieval Armenia , is given by clay sea l ing 
bear ing impress ions of di f ferent seals , found at Dvin 
/ tab. XLVII, 1—6/. They were used to r a t i fy s ta te 
documents, correspondence and also to s t a m p bales 
for t rade. There were both s t a m p s and persona l 
s tamps. For ty—one sea l ings were found at Dvin, 
some of them hav ing as m a n y as twen ty s t amps . 
Numerous impress ions of the s a m e s t a m p on va r ious 
seal ings lead to the conclusion that in medieval 
Armenia, merchan t s had their own o rgan iza t ions , 
necessary for long journeys by c a r a v a n and for fo-
reign t rade a r r angemen t s . 

Numismat ic mater ia l , especial ly mone ta ry trea-
sures / tab. XLVIII / are pa r t i cu la ry s ign i f i can t in 
s tudying and c lar i fy ing t rade re la t ions . The ear l iest 
coin in circulation at Dvin V—VII cc. w a s the Sas-
sanian silver d rachma, the basic uni t of paymen t in 
Western Asia. 

In Dvin coins of min t s f rom th i r ty I r a n i a n cities 
were in circulaton in the VI c., besides which By-
zant ine copper and silver coins, gold d ina r s refer red 
to in wri t ten sources, have been found du r ing exca-

va t ions there. The discovery of coins vividly reflects 
in te rna t iona l t r ade between the Eeas t and the West 
p a s s i n g th rough Armenia . 

Glass and bronze we igh t s found at Dvin are 
most in te res t ing f rom the point of view of t r ade— 
mone ta ry re la t ions exis t ing between Armenia and 
Byzant ium. G la s s seals , of which bore the letter s 
and two others b e a r i n g the letter N, used to weigh 
gold coins, so-called exag iums / tab. XLVI, 79/ whose 
weight (4.52, 4.52, and 4.40 gms) is equal to the 
weigth (nomisma) of one gold Byzant ine coin. The 
bronze weigh ts are of 2 and 12 nomisma, with cor-
respond ing symbols / tab . XLVII , 7/. F u n d a m e n t a l 
changes in the mone ta ry system used in Armenia 
were not observed du r ing the init ial period of Arab 
dominat ion (end of V I M s t half of VI I I cc.) . It w a s 
only in the second half of the VII I c. that coins of 
the ca l iphate appeared and Armenia began to use 
the genera l m o n e t a r y sys tem of the Arab cal iphate. 

The economic decline of Armenia du r ing Arab 
domina t ion (end of V l l - b e g i n n i n g of VI I I cc.) in-
f luenced t r ans i t t r a d e as well. In spite of cer-
ta in condi t ions l ead ing to extensive ties with var ious 
reg ions of the cal iphate , Armenia , du r ing that period, 
lost its posi t ion in in te rna t iona l t rade . In the ini-
tial period, t r a d e re la t ions between the Eas t and 
Asia Minor came to an end, because of cont inual 
w a r s with the Byzan t ine empire . The b reak ing off of 
t r ans i t t r a d e also had its inf luence on Armenian 
cities; it w a s a period of economic decline, a n d 
those cities became mi l i t a ry -admin i s t ra t ive cent res . 
However , Dvin cont inued to be a main city, the ca-
pi tal and to a cer ta in extent Theodosiopolis , about 
whose c r a f t w a r e Arab chronologis ts (Yakut, Yakuhi 
and others) speak with high praise . In spite of limi-
ta t ions , fore ign t r ade w a s conducted with d i f fe ren t 
countr ies wi thin the cal iphate . There were t r ade rela-
t ions with the Khaza r s . 

Arab i t inerar ies were compiled to help Arab 
soldiers and off icials . They are in g rea t detai l gi-
v ing all s tops and the d is tances covered in one day. 
All the roads would f inal ly meet at admin i s t ra t ive 
cent res in the nor thern region of the Arab cal ipha-
te such as Dvin, Pa r t ev , M a r a g a , Ardebil . Na tu ra l ly 
enough, besids troops, tax collectors and t r ade cara-
v a n s also passed a long those roads . 

Dvin began to min t its own coins f rom the first 
half of the VI I I c. which a long with other Arab dir-
hems were widely c i rculated in in te rna t iona l ma r -
kets, a m o n g them Armenia , then a province of the 
Arab ian cal iphate . Coins minted in Armenia m a y 
be found in the m o n e t a r y t reasur ies of European 
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coun t r i e s—Sweden , F in land , D e n m a r k (IX—X cc.) . 
S imi lar coins have been found in Old Ladoga , Nov-
gorod, Kiev,Moscow, and R y a z a n . 

In the VII I—X cc. m o n e t a r y un i t s of ad j acen t 
cities and s t a tes ( I ran , Syr ia , Thaba r i s t an , Fa r s , 
Nishapur , Merv, Hera t , Bukha ra , S a m a r k a n d , etc.) 
were circulated in Armenia , an evidence of the 
extensive t r ade re la t ions with those countr ies . Coins 
of Baghdad and Rayy were widespread . In Armenia 
copper coins were main ly used in home t rade. 

In Ihe count r ies of the Cal iphate , a m o n g ihem 
Armenia of IX c., there began a brisk increase in 
the forces of product ion and economic p rogress . 
Tha t development f inal ly b rought about the forma-
tion of feudal cities, an increase in the production->i 
goods, the separa t ion of c r a f t s f rom agr i cu l tu re and 
the growth in home and fore ign t rade . 

The poli t ical s i tua t ion changed in Wes te rn Asia-
loo in the IX c. The former ly migh ly Arab i an Cali 
pha t e began to decline. The w e a k e n i n g of the cen-
tral Abbas ian power m a d e it pass ib le to activixc 
polit ical life in ou t ly ing semi - independen t princi-
pal i t ies . In nor thern Armenia , the B a g r a t i d feudal 
fami ly whose polit ical a ims were very defini te , re-
ceived sovere ign ty and the royal crown. The B a g r a -
tid k ings wanted la r egu l a t e the economic life of the 
country . F i rs t of all t r ade-d ip lomat ic r e la t ions with 
a d j a c e n t count r ies were put into order . The f i r s t 
s tep in this respect w a s the t r ade ag reemen t with 
the Byzan l ine empire at the and of the IX c., accor-
d ing to which Armen ian m e r c h a n t s could t r ade at 
Black Sea por ls (Trebizond, Sinope, etc .) . Armen ian 
i t inerar ies till tha t agg reemen t , pointed out Armenia 
as llic only land route, connec t ing Asia Minor with 
the capi tal of the empire . Tha t rou te went via Ka-
rin, Ycrzinka, Konia, Amas ia to Cons tan t inop le and 
then on to Rome. 

Thus at the end of the X c. and the b e g i n n i n g 
of the XI c. towns on the new route b e g a n to f lour ish 
and prosper . Con tempora r i e s spoke wi th del ight of 
the untold r iches received at these cit ies f rom such 
sea—land t rade. 

As a resul t o[ brisk t r ade with Byzan t ium, a 
l a rge quan t i ty of Byzan t ine gold coins flowed into 
Armenia ; being more s tab le currency, it g r a d u a l l y 
replaced the Arab dirhem. Byzan t ine gold coins 
Tound du r ing excava t ions at Dvin were of Cons tan-
t inople coinage. 

After the fall of the B a g r a t i d s (1045) and with 
Sc l juk invas ions (1048), there w a s a t empora ry 
economic decline in Armenia . The poli t ical and eco-
nomic life of A r m e n i a n s w a s centered in C i l i u a 

where in the XI c. the Armenian k ingdom was esta-
blished. It p layed an impor tan t role in Wes te rn Asia 
for three centur ies . Armen ians , wi th their seapor t s 
and land routes , iook an active par t in t r a d e between 
the Eas t and the West . There existed ties between 
Armenia and M o h a m m e d a n countr ies in the Fas t 
CiJician coins and c ro fwa re found at d i f ferent s i tes 
are proof of this . 

In the XIIc. a new r ise in the economy of Ar-
menia and g rowth of cities w a s noted. La rge cen-
t res of t r a d e and h a n d i c r a f t s in the XIII c. were such 
Armen ian cit ies as Dvin, Ani, Kar in , Kars , etc. 
Archaeologica l excava t ions at Ani and Dvin as well 
as wr i t ten sources give evidence of the brisk t r ade 
with va r ious countr ies . O u t s t a n d i n g a m o n g those 
arc the f ine porcelain objects Trom centra l I ran 
(Rayy, Kashan , S u l t a n a b a d ) , se ladon of Chinese 
or igin, Sy r i an g l a s sware , etc. P rec ious s tones, gold, 
spices and other goods were imported f rom the East . 

Due to an increase in t r ade with Georg ia in the 
XII c. l a rge n u m b e r of Georg ian coins flowed into 
Armenia . Copper coins of T a m a r a and R u s u d a n were 
often found . Armen ian -Georg ian re la t ions were the 
outcome of polit ical events af ter the l iberat ion of 
par t of Armenia , the resul t of the pol i t ica l -mil i tary 
cooperat ion of these two peoples. The Z a k a r i a n s 
were at the head of that movement . 

The bas ic t r ade laws of Medieva l Armenia arc-
ref lected in Mkhi t a r Gosh ' s code of laws. Many 
c lauses of this XII c. code of laws reflect condi t ions 
which existed in the land in ear ly t imes and t ra-
di t ional ly passed on to the period of feuda l i sm. The 
s a m e th ing m a y be said about the o rgan iza t ion c,f 
t rade . 

U r b a n t r ade in the land w a s the pr ivi lege of 
the sup reme sovere ign and w a s supervised by the 
sup reme power. Feuda l lords control led local t r ade ; 
they superv i sed it both in cit ies and other settle-
ments . A m o n g the dut ies of the feudal lords w a s the 
e s t ab l i sh ing of m e a s u r e s and we igh t s for goods 
sold. All Ih roughou t the s t a t e a un i fo rm sys tem of 
t axa t ion w a s enforced. It w a s collected at the placc 
of t r ade a long with the sa le of imported goods. 

Home and in te rna t iona l t r ade had lo have its 
o r g a n i z a t i o n — a marke t . A m o n g big t r ade ins t i tu t ions 
of the Aliddle Ages were marke t - fa i r s , which took 
place at previous ly des igna t ed , places and t imes . 
The f a i r s had local and in te rna t iona l s igni f icance . 

As a rule, in l a rge cities there were, beside the 
main marke t , m a n y smal le r marke t s , each speciali 
z i n g in the sa le of a pa r t i cu l a r type of agr icu l tu ra l 
p roduc t or c r a f t w a r e . 
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Merchant o rgan iza t ions conducted their work 
locally. Cenerally, people, f rom the same city, of the 
same nat ional i ty and fai th lived in a par t icu lar pa r t 
of the city or set t lement, basical ly outs ide the city 
walls. There, Ihey had places to slop at, s t o rage 
facilities and could hire watchmen. 

If t rade with a given cily was conducted regu-
larly, the more important t rade se t t lements were 
t ransformed to permanent l iving qua r t e r s for merch-
ants, thus o rgan iz ing t r ade communit ies . To ensure 
the needs of merchan t s and ca ravans , special dwel-
lings for c a r avans and inns were built on mounta in 
paths. In cities too, inns were buil t for t r ave l l ing 
merchants . 

A few such cons t ruc t ions have been excavated 
at Ani. Two of them, the l a rges t and more richly 
furnished, were located in the centre of the city, not 
far from "Main Street" , near the centra l ga tes . 

In one of the u rban distr icts of Dvin, a la rge 
public bui ld ing has been par t ly excavated, which 
was probably the centra l marke t of the town. That 
construct ion with its 36 co lumns (4 rows) is a f ine 
example of early medieval m o n u m e n t a l archi tecture . 

Excavat ions at medieval m o n u m e n t s afford rich 
material to help in c la r i fy ing a number of problems 
concerning Armenian foreign t rade . Ar t i s t ic pot tery 
and g la s sware s tand out a m o n g the mate r i a l found 
in Ani and Dvin. There is a collection of ra re exam-
ples of local and imported g la s s vessels , which in 
respect to quant i ty have grea t his torical value , widen 
our concept of g l a s swork ing in the IX—XIII cc. in 
Transcaucas ia and Western Asia. 

Glasswork ing in Armenia h a s very deep roots. 
Very early examples of g l a s s w a r e exist f rom the 
II—I mil lenium B. C., found in tombs and U r a r t i a n 
monuments . Glasswork ing reached a h igh level of 
development in ancient l imes (Garni , A r t a s h a t ) . 

Medieval g l a s swork ing cont inued the best tra-
ditions of ancient product ion. This is evidenced by 
early medieval g lass objects found at Dvin, Ha lza-
van, Aygevan, Garn i . 

Armenian and foreign sources give us much 
information on the development of g l a s swork ing in 
Armenia. First a m o n g them is Aga thange los ' descrip-
tion of the life of Hr ips ime. It con ta ins much re-
ference to different ar t icles and g l a s s vessels . In 
medieval Armenian manuscr ip t s , in te res t ing infor-
mation has been preserved on the composit ion of 
glass. Armenia w a s rich in sources of r a w ma te r i a l 
for -g lass . Much va luable mater ia l on that subject 
may be found in Byzant ine and Arab sources . Men-
tion is also made of imported glass . Thus k ing 

Sinbat B a g r a t u n i presented the Arab emir with a 
coloured g l a s s vessel , Byzant ine in or igin. Matheos 
Urhayetz i says tha t Kat ran ide , the Armenian queen, 
had a very expensive crys ta l torch brought f rom 
India for the Kalhoghike church in Ani. 

Dvin w a s the f amous cenire of g l a s swork ing in 
medieval Armenia . The s tudy of Dvin g la s s nol only 
makes it possible to d i f fe ren t ia te art icles of local 
g lasswork , but also to unde r s t and its development . 
In Dvin remains of a V—VI cc. g l a s swork ing fu rnace 
were revealed du r ing d igg ings for a palace construc-
tion. Large quant i t i es of lef tovers were found there, 
g l a s s panes for windows, pieces of lamps, etc. The 
chemical ana lys i s of g l a s s showed the extensive use 
of obsidian rocks and dolomite in the compound. In 
the IX—XIII cc. there were a number of workshops 
in Dvin whose products differed in character is t ic 
features , style and technique, connected with diffe-
rent composi t ions of g lass . 

A l a rge a lumin ium content is charac ter i s t ic of 
Dvin g l a s s of the IX—XIII cc. and is probably con-
nected with local r a w mate r ia l . A compar ison of 
Armenian g l a s s with tha t of Georgia and the Near 
Eas t , shows tha t the lat ter conta in very little alumi-
nium. 

To de termine where g l a s s w a r e was produced, 
especial ly by m e a n s of chemical ana lys i s p resen t s 
much difficulty, s ince c ra f t smen migra ted f rom one 
country to another . There is such evidence concern-
ing c r a f t smen who lived in Near Eeas te rn countr ies . 
Those c r a f t smen brought with them not only t radi-
t ions but also the basic par t of the r a w mater ia l 
used. That expla ins why components of g l a s s found 
in di f ferent countr ies are s imi lar . 

Mas t e r c r a f t smen ski l l ful ly us ing old t rad i t ions 
and local r a w mate r ia l , created highly ar t is t ic ob-
jec ts of high quali ty. G l a s s w a r e occupied a f i rm 
place in the life of city folk. Even though h igh-grade 
g l a s s w a r e could be found in Dvin, people, especially 
the upper s t ra ta , would get and collect in their homes 
aesthet ical ly fine g l a s s w a r e m a d e by famous mas-
ters of g l a s s w o r k i n g of I ran , Syria , Byzant ium. 

The collection of g l a s s w a r e in Dvin in VI—XII I 
cc. included wonder fu l objects b rought f rom those 
countr ies , a fact conf i rming and ou t l in ing t r ade 
routes . 

The oldest and best s amples of imported glas-
s w a r e found du r ing excava t ions at Dvin are pro-
ducts of I r a n i a n mas te r s . Those objects (mostly of 
everyday use) are var ied in shape but have, been 
prepared and o rnamen ted by common techniques. 
There a re thick, s emi - t r anspa ren t g l a s s bowls on 
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which there are polished facets of diverse f igures 
/ tab . I—II , XIV, I, 2/. S imi lar bowls were p repared 
locally, yel they were d i f fe ren t in m a n n e r of execu-
tion. 

The next g roup of imported vessels are thick— 
walled, conical cups, widespread in Weste rn Asia 
in IX—X cc. / tab . IV, VI—XIII , XIV, 3 - 9 , I I , 12/. In 
l i t e ra ture they are called p roduc t s of the "Abbas i an 
workshops" of Iraq (Baghdad , S a m a r r a ) and used 
for export . S imilar cups have been found over a 
very l a rge ter r i tory: in Middle Asia (Afras iab , 
Kuldor—lepe, K a r a b u l a g h ) ; in the nor th C a u c a s u s 
and even in nor thern Europe (Birka, S w e d e n ) . As a 
rule such cups were found a long with Abbas ian co-
ins. These consical cups, wel l -known in archaeolo-
gical l i te ra ture and te r r i tor ia l ly wide-spread have 
var ious facets , o rnamen t s , c i rcular facets , a l m o n d — 
shaped and rhombic facets , etc. Recent excava t i ons 
al ccntra l Dvin, have yielded new mate r i a l , a m o n g 
them conical cups with polished facets . O u t s t a n d i n g 
a m o n g them are those found in 1977 richly decora-
ted with vege ta t ive and- geometr ic des igns / la!) . 
VI I—VIII , X/. One of them bears par t of an Arabic 
inscr ipt ion / tab . XIII / . 

There is a bowl in the Dvin g l a s s collection 
with Arabic inscr ipt ion a long the lip. U n f o r t u n a t e l y 
the bowl w a s mold—blown, and the inscr ipt ion is 
i l legible; however the t ime and place where it w a s 
prepared (Nor thern Mesopo tamia IX c.) m a y be 
correct ly d iscerned by m e a n s of Kufa let ters / t a b . 
XII/ . 

The next g roup of g l a s s vesse ls f rom Dvin, a r e 
cups with a body widen ing in the upper par i , com-
para t ive ly thin wa l l s of t r a n s p a r e n t g l a s s / tab. XVI 
—XVI11/. They are richly o rnamen ted and may be 
classif ied with rare , va l luab le g l a s s w a r e . They arc 
ra re ly found in g l a s s collections. Such cups are 
known to be f rom S a m a r r a . 

Smal l , thick-walled f lasks have long been known 
as ar t ic les of in te rna t iona l t r ade -ba r t e r ; l a rge quan-
ti t ies of such f lasks have been found d u r i n g excava-
tions of medievel cities and for t resses . Those f l asks 
have a firm base and a n a r r o w neck. They were 
molded and then worked up when cold / tab . XV/. 
Those vessels were very convenient Tor keeping and 
t r a n s p o r t i n g a romat ic oils and pe r fumes . A compa-
rison of the shapes , qual i ty of g l a s s and o rnamen-
tat ion of those f lasks with s imi lar vesse l s of Syr ian 
and E g y p t i a n or igin (Pos ta l ) convinces us that they 
were impor ted . Those vesse ls a re men t ioned in refe-
rences, as be ing sold in Syr ian and E g y p t i a n mar -
kets for m e d i c a m e n t s and a romat i c oils. No doubt 

in the IX—X cc. Armenia t r aded extensively with 
Ca l ipha te cities B a g d a d , S a m a r r a and g la s s w a s 
bas ica l ly imported f rom there. Mate r i a l f rom Dvin 
and Ani show that such impor ts also cont inued in 
the XI—XII cc. 

In the Dvin collection there is a two-handled 
vase, m a d e of thick colourless g lass . The ent i re 
su r f ace is covered with l a rge face ts / t a b . Y / . Pa r a i -
lei vesse ls a re very few in number . We know of one 
vessel of green g lass , at the Corn ing Glass Museum 
( U S A ) ; it is thought to be I r an i an g l a s s of JA'-A'ce. 

F lasks and their necks / t ab . XX—XXI/ a re 
of ten found in IX—X cc. mate r ia l , m a d e accord ing 
to complicated g la s s cu t t i ng techiques. There is one 
such complete vessel in the Dvin collection. S imi lar 
vessels m a y be found over an extens ive terr i tory, in 
Wes te rn Asia, S a m a r r a , Rayy, Nishapur , Af ras iab . 
They are found in g rea t n u m b e r s especial ly in Khu-
lbuk, t r a d e — c r a f t ce iure of Middle Asia. 

There is a thick, pear - shaped crys ta l j u g which 
s t a n d s out in the Dvin collection. It is r emindfu l of 
previous e ra s when meta l l i c fo rms were known. 
Another one of the s a m e vessel w a s found in Nisha-
pur (Berl in M u s e u m ) . Both vesse ls were prepared 
at the s a m e workshop and are dated IX c. 

A m o n g ma te r i a l found in the IX c. layer of the 
cent ra l p a r t of Dvin, a co loured-g lass vessel s t a n d s 
out hav ing a n a r r o w oval lip and an o rnamen ted 
body. A bird, p robably an eagle , ho ld ing the vict im 
in its c laws, h a s been preserved. There is a Kufa 
inscr ipt ion, a wish, a m o n g the piciures . Pa ra l l e l 
vesse l s do not exist / tab . XXVIII , XXVIIIa / . 

In tha t s a m e place in 1980 f r a g m e n t s of three 
cups were round of thin t r a n s p a r e n t g l a s s with 
coloured o r n a m e n t s and inscr ip t ions / lab. XXIII , 
28, 29, XXIV, XXIVa/ . The body of the first cup is de-
corated in yel low and brown. The vege ta t ive des ign 
there includes a kind of fantastic, an imal . An in-
script ion h a s been painted on the g lass . Of the se-
cond cup only a smal l f r a g m e n t with vege ta t ive de-
s igns has been preserved . The o r n a m e n t of the thi rd 
cup cons i s t s of four-pela l led f lowers, the pe ta l s be ing 
green . The inscr ipt ion on the lip m a y be read in 
par t . 

S imi la r copies of these coloured cups are not 
of ten found. There is a s imi la r cup on d isplay at 
the Moscow S la t e His tor ica l M u s e u m in the show-
case " T r a d e Rela t ions of the Golden Horde XI I I— 
XIV cc.". The place where the cup was found is not 
known, while the da le is incorrect . More s imi lar 
copies of the V I I I — I X cc. are known in ma te r i a l 
found ill Syr ia and Egypl . There is a cup decora ted 
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in the same manner in the Metropol i tan Museum 
fund (USA) dated IX c. and is believ.ed to have ori-
ginated in Egypt . 

A deep howl with folded lips is included in this 
same group; it is made of thin t r a n s p a r e n t g l a s s 
and decorated in yellow, brown and green. 'I he 
decoration is divided into four horizontal par t s . The 
uppermost is an inscription, the second consis ts of 
vegetat ive design, the third is an inscript ion; while 
the fourth is decorated with rhombes and dots. 
There is another inscription at the bottom of the 
vessel with symbols of the Sun and the Moon / tab. 
XXV, XXVa/. 

The same kind of g l a s s w a r e is to be found in 
Dvin excavat ions of previous years , though they are 
strictly f r agmen t s / tab. XXVI, XXVII/ . 

The technique of cut g l a s s is t rad i t iona l ly con-
sidered the product of an Egyp t i an workshop; in the 
IX c. it spread to Western Asia and in XI—XIII cc. 
it was widely used in Byzant ine and Syr ian work-
shops. In the 200 years of development and perfec-
tion this technique, m a n y sepa ra t e schooll—works-
hops appeared with charac ter i s t ic fea tu res and aes-
thetic styles. Among Syr ian cities it w a s Racca 
that first produced cut g lass . The style of decora-
t ing used at those workshops, d i f fe r ing f rom those 
workshops, d i f fer ing f rom those of Aleppo (XII c) 
and later Damascus (XIII c.) , s t a n d s out for its 
r ichness and its g rea te r use of gold. The ent i re gro-
up of painted g l a s sware found in the cent ra l pa r t 
of Dvin are of the IX c. and f rom the point of view 
of technique. They remind one of g l a s swere produ-
ced in Syr ian workshops, especial ly the f a m o u s 
mas te rs of Racca. 

According to Armenian i t inerar ies , one of the 
busiest t rade routes went f rom Dvin to J e rusa l em, 
the Medi te r ranean Sea and then on to North Afr ica . 
That route lay near the south Armen ian cities of 
Manazker t , Khlat, Nprker t near Hamid , then to the 
river Tigr is and then south th rough Aleppo and Da-
mascus . It was one of the impor tan t extensively 
used of the Middle Ages. It w a s on tha t rou te that 
t r ibutes collected were taken to Damascus , the 
capital of the Cal iphate ; mil i tary and dip lomat ic 
de tachments moved, and M o h a m m e d a n s wenL to 
Mecca and Chr is t ians to Je ruca lem. There w a s a 
continual flow of t rade c a r a v a n s on this road. In 
internat ional t rade this ma in road played a very 
important role and main ta ined its s ign i f icance du-
r ing the Arab cal iphate (VII I—IX cc) and in later 
years (X—XIII cc.). Life in the cities on tha t road 

was quite s table . They were well-populated, well-
built and fine markets . 

At both Dvin and Ani g l a s s objects m a d e by 
famous m a s t e r s of Racca (IX c.), Aleppo (XII c.) 
and D a m a s c u s (XIII—XIV cc) were found. 

The Byzant ine g l a s s f inds at Dvin and Ani a re 
very in teres t ing. They have grea t s ign i fcance not 
only in r e s to r ing t r ade re la t ions but also make it 
possible to s tudy Byzant ine craf t , especial ly the de-
velopment of g la s swork ing . 

F ine bowls of mosaic and such f r a g m e n t s have 
been found at Dvin, which were widely known in 
the West, most ly in I ta ly in the IX—X cc. Two or 
them are shal low bowls m a d e by the «miIlefior» me-
thod / tab. XXIX, 37/, the g l a s s is thick and f rosted. 
One of the bowls was found in the ci tadel a long 
with XI c. Byzant ine coins and with a blue, t r ans -
paren t g l a s s vessel conical in shape on which there 
is an o rnamen t called "b i rd f ea the r " / tab. XXXIII/ . 

In 1953 in one of the ci tadel rooms in Dvin a 
blue f lask of thin g l a s s w a s found, the ent i re su r face 
decorated with gold and yellow, green and red ena-
mel. The vessel has a conical body, a thin neck and 
circular base. On the body of the vessel there are 
four smal l and la rge c i rcular medal l ions , with pictu-
res of people and an ima l s in the centre . One of the 
medal l ions shows a m a n s i t t ing cross legged with a 
violin in his hand . The rest of the su r face of this 
vessel is covered with var ious animal , vegeta t ive 
and geometr ic des igns . The f lask is a r a r e sample of 
the h igh -g rade objects m a d e by Byzant ine g l a s s 
workers . 

This is the oldest p ic ture of a violin. I ts hori-
zonta l posit ion, held by the left hand and l ean ing 
aga in s t the j aw, is charac ter i s t ic of wes te rn musici-
ans, while in the Eas t s t r inged ins t rument s were 
held in a ver t ical posit ion, when played. 

According to special is ts , s t r inged in s t rumen t s 
were used in the West f rom the IX c. The violin 
pictured on this vessel may be called a kind of vio-
lin s ince it d i f fers g rea t ly f rom modern ins t rument s 
The wais t of the violin is wider , its f inger -board is 
s h o r t . a n d h a s three s t r ings , a l though there are four 
pegs at the end of the board . 

In reali ty, it is a r a r e reproduct ion of a proto-
type of the modern violin. In respect to style and 
technique this vessel may be dated as be long ing to 
the XI c. 

M a n y years of archaeological excavat ions at 
Ani revealed the city 's s ign i f icance in t r ade and 
c r a f t s a m o n g the cities of Nor thern Armenia . Exca-

— 44 — 



vat ions by X. M a r r and his fol lowers showed tha t 
Ihe cen t re of t r a d e and c r a f t s of Ani w a s the new ci-
ty which g r e w ou ts ide the de fensive wal ls of the cita-
del. It was there that t r ade houses , marke t s , inns 
were located, that is on the "Main S t r ee t " which led 

•from the ci tadel to the main en t r ance of the new city 
ga l e s ( S m b a t a s h e n ) . On this s t ree t there were other 
types of bui ld ings loo, such as churches , mosques , 
bath-houses , elc. 

Ani res iden t s conducted a brisk t r ade with By-
zan t ium. There is a smal l collection of B y z a n ' i n e 
g l a s s f inds d u r i n g excava t ions by N. M a r r at the 
S t a l e His tor ical Museum of Armenia . These va lua-
ble objects of imported g l a s s were found in the 
pa lace complex of the cily, where the houses and 
temples of rich townsfolk were located. 

There are two complete objects in th is collection. 
One of them is a f lask of da rk lavender t r a n s p a r e n t 
g lass , with an extended body, a smal l , round base 
and a high neck. It w a s found in 1907 in one of the 
cour t rooms of the ci tadel pa lace / t ab . XLIII , 7/'. 
The second object is of milky-coloured g l a s s funnel -
shaped lamp, on which- lhere are hor izonta l c i rcular 
fu r rows and bluish drops / tab . XLII / . They were 
inserted into special f r a m e s and suspended f r cm 
chandel iers . There are two semi-spherical bowls and 
f r a g m e n t s in the collection, o rnamen ted with gold 
and enamel that could have served as pa r t s of a 
lamp. 

A m o n g those f inds in the pa lace complex there 
is a l a rge number of f r a g m e n t s of g l a s s vesse ls im-
ported from Byzan t ine centres . There are m a n y pi-
c tures on them, of vegeta t ive , geometr ic and an imal 
design, of gold and enamel / t ab . XLII I / . 

Thus all the above ment ioned g l a s s objects 
found at Ani and Dvin in the XI c., have all the 
f ea tu res charac te r i s t ic oT Byzan t ine g l a s s w o r k i n g 
workshops . They arc well worked out in mot i fs , 
styles, in technique of gold and enamel decora t ions , 
elc. 

Al though there a re m a n y re fe rences in wr i t t en 
sources to the high level of Byzan t ine g l a s swor -
king, till very recent ly there were very few f inds 
which had or ig ina ted within the l imits of tha t wide-
spread empire . Lately workshops were found where 
g l a s s w a r e had been decora ted with gold and enamel 
the largest of them be ing that s tudied by Dav id son 
in Corinth . 

In the last two decades Byzan t ine g l a s s w a r e 
has been found in Old Ladoga , Novgorod , Turovo. 
Khersones . Byzan t ine g l a s s f inds of Novogrudok arc 
par t i cu la r ly in te res t ing . 

Objec t s f rom the for t ress of P a f o s (Cyprus . \ 
M e g a u s excava t ions) a re s imi lar in decorat ion end 
form to Novogrudok vessels . Thus a whole series of 
well-described Byzan t ine g l a s s became known. If 
former ly f ine c rys ta l s were judged by the well-
known f lask of Cons tan t inop le now at St. M a r k ' s in 
Venice, a few f r a g m e n t s found at Fos ta t (Egypt ) 
conf i rmed the Theophile t rea t i se on the descr ipt ion 
of the technique used in p r e p a r i n g coloured g la s s 
XI c. 

Since at present there are l a rge n u m b e r s if 
ob jec ts of this g roup of g l a s s w a r e described, it is 
possible to speak in detail of their aes thet ic f ea tu res 
and techniques used, correct ly def ine the s tyle and. 
in specific cases, give charac te r i s t i c f ea tu res of dif-
fe ren t schools and workshops of Byzant ine glas-
swork ing and of local ones. 

The Ani semi-spher ical bowls have their para l -
lels in f inds at Old Ladoga , Novogrudok and Cyp-
rus . The Dvin f lask with the p ic ture of the viol inist 
h a s much in common with p roduc t s f rom Corinth . 
It is very likely tha t the vesse ls f rom Novogrudok 
and Cyprus were p repared at the s a m e workshop. 

Byzan t ine g l a s s toge ther with coins help to 
c la r i fy t r ade routes and Byzan t ine empire t r a d e 
a reas . 

G la s s brace le t s found d u r i n g excava t ions at 
Sarkel , the capi ta l of the Khaza r s ta te , have led to 
in te res t ing obse rva t ions on t r ade re la t ions of that 
city X—XI cc. Black g l a s s brace le t s were b rought 
to Sarke l f rom T r a n s c a u c a s i a n cities, ma in ly Dvin, 
while o rnamen ted and mosa ic bracele ts o r ig ina ted 
at Byzan t ine workshops in Khersones and Cor in th . 

Medieval i t inerar ies ment ion two other routes 
n o r t h w a r d : one f rom Dvin, via Bdjn i , a long the 
r av ine of the A g h s t e v - H u n a n River to Tifl is; the 
other f rom Ani via Lori to Dman i s , impor t ing pot-
tery and g l a s s objec ts f rom Georg ia to Armenia . 

It m u s t be ment ioned that g l a s s w o r k i n g w a s 
one of the most wide ly-spread , developed c r a f t s in 
Georg ia in the IX—XIII cc. Excava t ions have shown 
the exis tence of m a n y g l a s s workshops , whose pro-
ducts of fine qual i ty were sold at home m a r k e t s nnd 
imported to a d j a c e n t countr ies . 

There is a wonder fu l T r a n s p a r e n t g l a s s cup 
with high feet in the Dvin ma te r i a l , decorated with 
over lay g l a s s t h r e a d s and yellow and redd ish-brown 
bu t tons / tab . XL/. It is known that s imi lar objects 
were m a d e at Rus tav i . 

Two f r a g m e n t s of vesse ls decorated with ena-
mel of d i f fe rent colours are most in t e res t ing / t a b 
XXVII, 16, 17/. P a r a l l e l s have been found in mate -

45 — 



rial belonging to the g l a s s workshops of Orbel i in 
Georgia. Also of Georgian origin are. the two dark 
j el low glass bowls found at Dvin. 

Armenia w a s given a heavy blow in the 30's of 
the XIII c. by Mongol ian invasions. In later centur ies , 
Armenia was a cont inuous bat t lef ield, as a resu l t of 
which it declined politically and economical ly; for-
merly prosper ing cities and provinces were destro-
yed. The u rban populat ion, c r a f t smen and m e r c h a n t s 
began to mig ra t e from the land in g rea t numbers . 

As a resul t of the new political s i tuat ion in 
Middle Asia and Wes te rn Asia, an impor tan t role 
in in te rna t iona l t r ade w a s played by the Nor thern 
routes f rom Khorezm in Turkmen ia via cities of the 
Golden Horde to the Balt ic Sea. This, in its tu rn , 
had a nega t ive inf luence on Armenian cities. 

T rade was main ly conducted in Armenian com-
muni t ies es tabl ished in Derbend, Trebizond, the 
Crimea, Nor thern Caucasus , Lvov, Podolsk and els-
ewhere on t r ade routes . 
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