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Peaple's Artist of the Armenian SSR Ara Beckarian was born
In 1913, in Karaisar (Turkey). In 1925 their family moved to
Soviet Arm and set there for goo

The first impressions of the artist which later greatly in-
fluenced his works are conneeted with the valley of Ararat. His
first models were the ancient monuments of Etchmiadein and
Zvarinots.

is p Ara Bech recelved first in
the Technical Sehool of Art and ]ndnul:: in Yerevan, then he
studied and graduated from the Leningrad Institute of Painting,
Sculpture and Architeciure.

n 1939 he joined the Soviet Army: first e fought in
Finland, then he was the participant of the Great Patriotic
War. In 1945 he was seriously wounded in one of the fights for
Vienna, the day of Victory he met in Austris. The painter who
had gone through all the tortures of the two wars never used the
military theme in his creative work.

Ara Beckarian came to the Soviet Armenian art when our
?nnple after the awful Lﬂ'ged[u of the I1 Warld War began to
ive in peace again. And the palnter who had been face to face
with death began to ses in & new light. The life ac-
quired a new meaning and im| nce for him, He found new
ways of expressing his thoughts and Ideas on canvases.

be most important part of his works are thematic warks
and landscapes. His landscapes though different thematically
have one common feature — all of them are very tonching. Bec-
karlan paints the feast of nature. The harmony of colours rea-
ches its hsi(hlvt In his paintings, the p]aéc:f light expresses the
I;;\;I.cm of his pative land, which karlan has a strong
affection,

It is Beckarian's achievement to interpret the transient ef-
fect of light and atmosphere by broken touches of colour which

ives a sparkle and freshness fo the landscapes. All these give
Fn Beckarian's work a kind of definite monumentalism.

One of the main themes of his creations is the
country-side of Armenia. He is Interesied not in the village it-
self, but In the work of man, in s relations with the world sur-
rounding him.

In canvases "In the Field”, "At the Craddle”, *
the Gardens”, “Rest”, "April", “Return", "
kan”, “Autumn the painter continues his artistic searches for
the new wavs of exp £ the lasti 25 0 e
man, woeld and work, Very often his main characlers, figures

"




B

acquire symbolic sounding such as Fatherland, Love, Maternity,
ele.

Still-lifes oecupy thelr awn place among Beckarinn's the-
malle works, In still-life painting artist represenls objects of
wvarioais kinds nof because they lave same speclal meaning or
val use they are just a  part of man's e In his
alill-lifes Beckarian mainly deplcts the extraordinarily rich gifis
ol Armenian nature.

Poriraiture doesn't occupy & large place in his works, The
parirails of painters V.Alvazizn, HLKojoyan, A-Paronian, histo-
rinlogist K Ghaphadarian, weiler V. Terinn are execated with great

kil he hines b her

skill, [
and portrailure) and the result |s unexpecied,

Beckarian's gilt of revesling psychology of characters maks
il posafble Tar him fo painl canvases on historical-revolutionary
themes, Two ol them have Lhelr prominent place in modern
Armenian painfing (“The Elevenil Army Entres Yerevan" and
“Armenja, 1930},

Speaking about Beckarian one musi net {urﬁd 1o mention
his graphic works and book-illustrations. He has illustrated
mare than twenly literary works among which the [llustrations
In Hakob Paronian's plays are the most popular ones. Graphie
characleristics of the heroes were used as  sketches for the
Eheairical costumes of the performance “Baghdasar Aghbar” at
the Sundukian theatre in Yerovan,

Canvases of Ara Beckarian breathe with Jife, love and beau-
ty of the world His art is optimistic, up-1o-date and deeply na-
licnal. Y

MANIA GHAZARIAN
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