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Lwjyuwlywl Jdh9Gwnupjul dhunmhghqip L umbhqip, sGujwo
wnwpptip YpnGwipwympwjhl hwdiwlwpgbph wywunuibnt, nGha
pnhwlpnipyniGGtp: Gpym hwdwluwpqbinG b wnwGdGwlmd GG dho
hniquubnipjudp L hngbuwl jupnuing, npny thnghG hwwunpymd Ga6
nnqiwunhy YpnGh Jupopwgwd hwiwupghG:

Gpym YpnGuihpihunthwjwywl hwiwwpgbpnd £ dwpnp, Gpu
Gtpw)fuwphlG 6 qunGynd npwnpmpjul YaGunpnliny, Gpul wmpgmy L
wunyjwowjhl d2uwpnnmipjulp mwling shumhuywb mnhl wigltin
hGwpwynpnip G, Gpw wnol pugymd k£ phy Gnp, Guwuyhlnid wlihwjn
nwpwonipjnil, 9Goynmud LG vwhdwGGtpp Ywpgne L Uunon dhol: Uuwm-
on hwlnby wluwhdwl uppn qunuthwpl b gunmd Qwpdhy ndp:
<nqlnp hGpGuyunmwnpbjugnpodwl ninhl, sGuwywd npny uyqpnilpwjhG
wnwpptipnipjnGGtiph, tpynt hwdwywpgtiph Ynnihg £ pGgniGynd t np-
wtiu hnglnp thnpdwnmpjul Gwlwuwph, npG hp Ut Ghipwnmd t Ghp-
phG hnqlinp Ywppwgnpodwl, hGpGwhwnpwhwpiwl dh plpugp: {wj-
JwlywG shunhghquh dto nu wijulymu b «pGuopmpjuwl» wptuwnm, hul
unthhqinid’ mwphYw (ninh): Uyu niqm ytp Gulyunmwyl wunjwow-
JhG qtipwgniyyG uhpn, wunywowyhl nyyup hwymbGwpbpnda t: Uwpnp,
1hGny Uunmon wwwnytipp, hp nn9 tnpjudp dqund £ uyqplunhwhG:
“Qw E hngnt thpynipjwl shwy ninphG, np dwpnp wtmp £ wlgGh hp wia-
Guwlwl owlptiph L wGdGwlw6 ufupwlph vhongny: «Tumywd untinoty
b Uhq, npubugh dkp Shongny GwGwgsyh GpdwpumpmniGpy': Uhwyl
[uhun wuytinhquip ngpw hwdwnp puwjwpwp st «Uwpgp Gepuwywlnd k
wpuwphp niGw)Gmpjul, wpfuwphhg htinwlwn, dqlwltgnipjul L
(tphwjtgnnnmipjwl dhongny dtinptiphg dwppybjint m gpulny thpYnip-
jul wpdwGwGuwnt shunhly hwjwgpGhph hwiwlwpgny»’:

Cuwn hwjjuwywl wnpympbtph’ pGunpnpjul wpybunp d6o 9w lph-
nh, hGpGwlwwmwptjuwgnpotiwb b hGpGwhwnpwhwpiwb dh mnh £, np
hGwpwynp t wlgll vhwjl utithwywl hnqlnp nmdbph, hnglnp uyqph
hwjmGwpbpdwdp m junwjwnpdwdp, nu dh hdnmpynG &, nph 2Gnphhy
dwpnl wquuymd k dtnptiphg nt swp funphmpnGtiphg, wpplGuglnid hp
uti9 wnwphlnpymGGtpp: Uwpnujhl wnwphGmpmGatpp n puppbtpn
nwpptipwynd GG tplbhph L wlbplnygph: CGunpmpjul wpybunp
Guwunwyl t ny dhwyl tplth, wylk wltplngp puppbph dwppwgnpont-
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un: Unwy L pupymd GhpphG dwpnnt qunuithwpp, np dwpgne hnglnp
EnipyniGG £, Gpuw wGbtplnyp pwpptiph wdpnnenmpnilp: buy pGunpnip-
Jul wpytunmp gifuwynp fulinhpp GipphG dwpnne, wbplngp pwpptph
dwppwagnponuil £: Uwpnnt mbuwGtiih Yepup Yud Juppp Gepunmd bl
wnpunwphl yuw)umwinilpl n wujtnwiub YeGgunp' hp pnnp npubin-
pnudGtpny, np, JGuwyjwd Juplnp Gwppwwwydwl hGhmb, pujwpwp sh
hwdiwpynud hpynipjul wpdwlwlum hwdwnp: dpuw htin Shwdwdw-
Guwl dwpn ywhwp k wlglh GapphG dwpnm dwppwgnponipjul mlwlwl
dwiwbuwl’: Uju ninhG Shunhyp whwnp b wiglh funGuphmpjudp: Uw
Junbjh b GiwGbgGh unmphqip thnpdplpugnmd dLwynpduo dnippn-
unipphn * wpwtpun—niunighsy hwdwuwpghG, npp fulnhpp GonpplGow uni-
$hpG ninnnpnb Gt hnglnp ytpwowpdiwl ninmui: Gy wyjuntn wywybp-
unn whinp Lt ghGyh hwidptpnipjudp U funGuwphwpwp vmwGh pnop thnp-
dmpymGatpp: <wjjuiwul dheGwnwnpjuwl dhunhghqih wjwlnnypnid
Jw funGuphnipjul gpulnpnudGtph dh mwpnnniGuly ufjutidw, np Ghpw-
pnud £ hp dhe Jwlwlwl hwdwytkgnpjuG hhiGuywi Gnpdtpp*: fon-
GwphnipyniGp ghnwpyymd t hp N Gtipphd, N wnwunwphl npulinpniGt-
nny, npnGp wbwp b GhppupGuytG hpwp: fonGuphmpjnlp dhunhyh
hwdiwp wunyjwowjhlGh hwymbGupbpnui@ k hp ke, npp hGupwynp sk w-
nw (g wluwhdwG uhpn, pwlgh utipp nu wunywowjhl ujhqgp t, Gunodon
htin hwnnpnuygytynt L GpwGhg 2GnphGhp pgnGhm shong:
UGaghugltiny gmquhtinGtip, Gyuuntlp, np Uniphqinmd shunhljuw-
Juwl phGpGwuwunmwpbjugnpdiwl mnpG" mwphub pwdwGymd b tptp
tnmwwGtph® pwphwp, wwphuwp L hwypyup: Unmbpqind Lu wju
hnqlinp Ytipwnwpdwl mnhl whglnn dhumhyh hwdwnp JuplnpugnyyG
wuwjdwlGbphg L wuytimhquip b fjunGuphmpniGp: Unibhh dhnpn suytivp
E qpunyuwo 1hGh nsGsny, pwgh Guwpunnipjul pwgwhwjmiwb dqunt-
uhg: ‘Lw whwp t Yytpuglih hp wihwnwwlnpjub, «bu»-h ghnwlygni-
un, npp hwdwpynud t GyunwhG hwubtn wikGudbko fungplnmnn:
Unwohl twmwwp 2wphwpl b, npp wwpuwnhp L jmpwpw(synip
ninnuuyuwl dnwnidwlh hwdwnp, pwlgh dhwjG hujwdh hhdGuwlwG
npnypltph jmpwgnidhg, npwlg htimltinig htitnn dwpnne wnel Jupnn
E pwgyty ntiyh hwonpny tvww wwphw, wwlng mnhG: Swphywl
pwpquiuwlynd L npuytiu SwGwwuwph, mnp Jwpgm hGpGwhwnpwhwp-
dwl L hnqunp hGpGuwlwmwptjugnpoiwl th hwiwlwng: Ujn hwdwy-
nwgn GuuwwumwyhG pupdpugnyG 2wpunnipjubp hwulbnt shwy L w-
dblwywnd dwlwuwphG £, wylG Juptih £ pnpnptp nputiu mntigniyg
UunoniG thGwpny hngnt hwdwp’: Uyn GuGwwwphhG w6 npnpwih
hwlqpuGGtp” dwiwdwp, L ngpulighg jnipupwbsympl hpkGhg Ghpluw-
Juglnud £ dhumplulwl ngnt wyjwy thnphG hwnnly npnpwyh hngb-
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pwlwywb yhdwly: Uyu hnglnp wumhdwGbtpp dnntglmd GG unidphl
JtpolGuwywl GuuunwyhG Gdupunmpjul dwiwsiwlp: {pdGuyuinid
Gpynud GG pyny jnp dwwilhp. punipw’ gnonid, Junw' powhwjw-
gnmipjnil, qnihny wuljinhqd, wln” wnpuwnmpnil, np funphpnuGynud £
Gwl hngm wnpwwunnmpjnil, vwpp” hwdiptipmp niG, pwjwppni] wuwyhp-
Gnmd Uunonil, jnplipnpn thnp nhnuwG £ hGuqulnnid:

Swphywl wywpunynmd L wligminy ytpohl tvnwy hwyhyuwp: Uju
wmbtindhlp pwgwwumpynd E npuybtu hpuyw, 6pdwphn Yhgnipymb: <wu-
Gty hwyhYuwjhG umdphl hGunithnpy Ytpyny pwguwhwjmmd kL wuwn-
JwowyhG knipjniln” wynuhuny mwppwinoybny Gpw dto:

Uhumhijuyuw6 pwwn nupngGhiph hwdwp Qunon htin dpdtgdwl
ninnt YtipgGulul Guyyuwmwyp pwGwb t, tpp untbhG hwulnd L hGphw-
Jquuuwptjugnpoiwl wjlyhuh dwiwpguyh, np YnpglGmd & hp wGéh
ghnwygnipymbp, wpnwphl wptuwphp pGhwnoip, vw juiph huywn
Jtpwgiwl yhdwly b, nph dwiwlwy dwpnuyhG hnghlG dhwlmd £
«mptgtipwywl ngnil»: Uju niypmd Gpuw guliiugwd wpwpp pfund L
Uuwnong, L Gw, dhwlwny wmphtqpuywl ngnG, vnwind L wunju-
owyhG pGnyp, GnijGuwGmyd Cunodn htin:

UpnGuwihhhunthwjwu tpynt hwiwlwpgbpnd £ wnnpph 0huw-
Junqp dhong E hwulbinm pwgwpdwy Gydwpumnipjulp, npw 2Gnphhy
Uhunhyp pGYyGnd tp Epunwnpl yhdwyh dbe b hwulnd Uumdn wGw-
sommpjwl pwpépwgniyG wumhdwGhG: Gy, s;Gwywo, np Ytpg Gubuu-
wmuwyp GnyyGa &, wnnpph Shuwupgtinh pGoypp mwppbpymy k: Unibhg-
uh thnpdplGpwgnid wnnppn Ynsynd & ghpp” hhpwwmwynd: Gw ghpph oh-
uwuwnpgh yuunwpdw tpynt 4L pupdpwédwjG ghpp’ vwdiw L mn ghpp
Tuwdbh: Uwdwl umbphlGtiph hwdwp dhyong tp hwultim pwgupbwly
Gyuwpunmpjwln, npw 2Gnphpy uniphl pGYGmy tp Epumwwnhy ypdwlyh
uti9 L hwulmd Uunon dwlwsnnnipjul pwpdpugnijG wumhdwGhG:
«Uwiw dwyG t, np thnpunud B mGlyGnph GipphG héwlpy»®: Uwdwgh oh-
uwluwpgh wlpwdwl dwul t6 tpuwd)wmnipjnilpn L wwpp, npnGg dhon-
gny tn untbhl hwulintd Epunwwmnhly yhdwyh: Epunmwql hpkiGhg Ghpluw-
Juglimu L wunywowyhG uppn qqugnidp hp qipwgniyG wumhdw lnid:
Liwl wunjwowdwlwynnnipjul nhypmd dhumhyp Yputhnfuymd L
pGnipywip, wunuowinug £

Lwjyuwywl shunhghqind wnnppp dhong b hwulbnt wunjwow-
JhG uhpn qtipwgniyG wpnwhwjmnpjuGl n junphppuGhyhG® qnodwl L
wnpumwuybjnt 2GnphpG: Unnpph ppugpnmd gnonidp L wpnwunipp 2wn-
Jquuywd GG hpwp' gnonudhg E oGynd wpmwumpn: Upmwuybtynt pGnp-
hp pugmu £ hngm wspbipp, dwppmd wyl dtnptiphg, puqmu wnwph-
GripyniGabp ubpdwnd Gpulnd, U wnnpnnhG hwugGnud tpunwgh®: U-
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nnpnnp whwp k pGGah hptG, qnGh w)l yuwwdwnp ud dhunpp, np -
onmu L hptil L wquuyh npubhg, hnghG dwpph wnutinhg, hwnpwhwpp
wnpwuwltpp, wyny dwdwlwly wnnppl plnmGhh YhGh: 2nedwb L wp-
nwuybint pGnphh6 wpdwlwlwim hwdwp wnnpnnp whwnp L npnpwyh
Juwng nt dwiwlwly vwhiwGh wnnpph hwiwp: Gwb dh 2upp wpmwphb
wuwpunwynpnipjmGGtn, np whpwdtpwn £ wwhwywt] wnnpph plpwg-
pmd, hGswtiu Gwl GipphG wpfuwnmwlp wtiwp b Juwmwph, wtnp £ hwn-
pwhuwph wjG pnnp hnglipwGwlwl wpqbpGtpp, np fuwlqupnd GG p-
ptilG wnnpph pGpwgpmy, nphg htimn dhwjG Gw Jupnn b «dwpnip»
upnny L otipdtinwGnnptl wnnpt:

Gpynt hwiwlwnpgtipnud £ wnnpph ohuwuwpgh wipwdwl dwu
pwlwuntnompnibp: Uj6 wonwldGuwlnd & hp qquginilpw)inipjudp
nt funphpnuwuw)unwiwl nnnjuompjuip: Umdbhqip hnyhG dlwthn-
ubg wjwlnuwywl wntqhwl gpulmd dnglng hwwnmly funphppu-
wuymwlwl n6’: <wy Shunmhghgqind qinupybunwlwb tpyp Junng-
Jwo b «yuwmdwnltphg» Jwyu ophGwlyltphg, npnGg hhipnid plywo k
Uunjwow)lshg Jud wpnwphl wfuwphhg yapgqwo dh npll wwwn-
ytin, npnGp dwpnm dnn gpujul jud pugwuwlul qqugimGpltn
wpplwglbin yuwwmdwn yhwp E nunlwl: <piGwlulp ytwump L thGh
gneuwl qqugnuip: «Pnnp wjyn qqugunilpGtiph hhipmd plGywo L
qneuwl qqugmup, nphG qiuwynp gtip £ yipuwywhymd Qunmdon htin
hwnnpnuygytint witiGopjw thuwnply otuh plipwgpnid, niuwnh wyn opp-
GulGtpp hwdwhu wijwiymd b6 gnedwl wwndwnibp»':

Untbhwuwl wyntighw@ hhiGwlwlnd Gdwl & Yppnunn uhpbipgnip-
Jw(, nph mwy Guwwnh £ wnGynd wungwowjhlG wluwhiwl uhpn qu-
nwthwpp, np Julmd £ nn9 tnipynibp, nn9 hnqlnp Yywbpnp: bull wuwn-
Jwowyhl ¢2dwpunnipjulp hwulbn tpunwwnply yhdwlyp GiwGhgynd
En wpptigdw6 htin: Wyuytu, unebhwlwl pGwuptipgmpjul dko wuwmhp-
Swlwpwp dlwynpdtg drunwywl, withnthnfu hdwuwn nGhgnn uhdyng-
Gtph dh hwdwluwpg: OphGwy uhptigjuwn untbhwlwl uhdyn)Gtph hw-
dwjupgnid wunyjwowghl GuwpunnipjmGa b, uhptigjwih funwynuwGhpp’
tpypuwjhlG qujypuynnipjnilp, thnpnpynun onyp” dwpdGuiul guGynip-
JnGGtpp, Juyowyh dnfupwglng thwjwnwynip wunjuwowjhl pw-
gupduwly GuupunmpniG6 t L wyl: Uyjuntnhg L plunid untbhwub
plwptpgnipjwl hdwuwmwjhG tpuunywonipnilp. mbuwbbh® «bpypw-
JhGh» ywwuytinGtph mwy puplgwo L shumhulwl hdwuwnp: Uhunh-
Juyuwl GGpwwmbpunp unthhwjul pGuptpgnipyuGp hwnnpgmd £ bin-
ghnGw jwpJwonipymG:

‘LdwlnipymGGtph dwuplG funubijhu pwwnm uplnp GG Gul, np
wju pynt hwiwyupgtinp hwipGylmy G6 pptiGg ywlpbhunmwywl hw-
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Jugplbinny, hGsywtiu Gl dhowwtu Ypmd GG GnpujuunnGuiulnpjul
wqntignipynilp hwnfjwybu, dwpnnt ntph L gnjuwpwluwywl hwpgb-
pnud: Utd wnbpulGtp Jua ﬁnpuluulnnﬁtumuﬁmp]ulﬁ w fuwphpGluy-
twl, mhtiqbpupwinpjwl nbunpjw htn''

<nqunp Yhunhy thnpdbph huuihtitummp]mﬁn wnuwpptp YpnGuyw
L Wpwynipwjhl nupumbtpnud ytp £ hwlnd GepphG fjunp wnGsmp jmGGtinp:
Ujn wnlympjmGGtph nuuntdiGuuphpmip hGuwpuwynpmpniG £ mwihu pG-
Juitim wjuqul thnpdtph m dwlwsnnnipymGGtph hhipmd plGYwo
(in1jGnpjniGGEG hptGg mwpptp 2B munpnuiGtpny, pGywbu Gub wwp-
ptipmp mGGtpp, np pipmd G6 hngltpuniwl dwlwuwphGphG nwp-
ptip dowynypltiph thnfuwqntignipjub b thnfuhwpumwgdwG:

ANUSH TAMRAZYAN
aos)

THE WAY OF SPIRITUAL SELF-IMPROVEMENT IN THE ARMENIAN
MEDIEVAL MYSTICISM AND SUFISM

Armenian medieval Mysticism and Sufism belong to different religious
cultural systems. They share a lot of similarities, which are reflected in spiritual self-
improvement as the way. It consists of three accepted stages of spiritual experience.
The way is a process of inner spiritual self-improvement and self-overcoming. In
Armenian Mysticism it is identified as The Art of Choice but in Arabic it is simply
the way (Tarika). The final goal of the way is the discovery of highest divine love
and divine light. In both systems ecstasy is crucial in achieving the goal. In both
cases ecstasy appears during the prayer and is the path to divine love. These two
systems are greatly influenced by New-Platonism, particularly in the questions
concerning the role of man. There are also similarities in their pantheistic visions
and the principles of Inner Person and Inner Prayer.
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