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U. u. ﬂn[zn[‘u'll.ufl 2010:
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7 F.A.M. Wiggermann. 2000, p. 196; R. Kolinski. 2003, p. 89. Z&-
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285.
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XPAHEHUE U INIEPEPACIIPE/JIEJIEHUE 3EPHOBBIX 3AITACOB B
YPAPTCKOM HAPCTBE

EPBAH/] I'PEKSH
PesomMme

Knrouesvle cnosa: Ypapmckoe yapcmeo, 060pyo8o-xpamosoe xo3aicmeo, Kiu-
HONUCHblE HAONUCU, APXEON0SUHeCKUe UCTNIOYHUKY, 3ePHO8ble 3andachl, OHeBHOU
payuon, nepepacnpeoenenue.

HapctBo Ypapry (buaitaunu, IX—VII BB. 10 H. 3.) ObIJIO ApeBHUM OJIMOKHE-
BOCTOYHBIM T'OCYAAapCTBOM C IepepacipeeIuTeIbHON SKoHOMUKO#. CoriacHo
COXPAaHUBLINMCS MMCEMEHHBIM U apXE0JIOTMYECKUM JaHHBIM, OOJNbBIINE 3epHO-
XpaHWINIIA W KJIAJOBBIE, TOCTPOEHHBIE IIAPCKOW BIACTHI0O B OCHOBHBIX TOPO-
JlaX/aIMIUHHCTPATUBHBIX IIEHTpaxX Y papTy, MOTII XPaHUTh AECATKH THICSY TOHH
3epHa U o0ecreuynuBaTh NpoaoBoIbCTBHEM OK. 100—150 ThIcs4 yenoBek B roa. B
3TOM OTHOLIEHMM IApCTBO YpapTy HANOMUHAET HOBOLIYMEPCKOE ToCyAapcCT-
Bo III muractuu Ypa (XXI Bek 10 H. 3.), HEHTpaIU30BaHHAS SKOHOMHKA KOTO-
poro 0buta ciocoOHa obecrnieunts xnedom 6osee 300-500 Thicsd YeNoOBEK, MPH-
HaISKAIINX K Pa3HBIM CONHMAIBHBIM TPYTIIaM, BKI09as O0JbIIIOe KOJTHIECTBO
3aBUCHMO# paboueil cuibl. HeT HUKaKuX COMHEHHIA B TOM, YTO XpaHEHHUE U Tie-
pepacnpeneneHue 3epHa ObLTH OCHOBHBIM CIIOCOOOM TOIEpKaHUsI pabOTOCIIO-
COOHOCTH ypapTCKOW 3KOHOMHKH W rapaHTOM CYILECTBOBAHHUSI TOCYIapcTBa B
IEJIOM.

Kak Hu cTpaHHO, OJTHUM M3 OCHOBHBIX (DaKTOPOB, MPUBEALINX K pacramgy
YpapTCKOTO TOCYyAapcTBa, OblIa HEIPPEKTUBHOCTH 3TOH CHCTEMBI B MPOTHUBO-
CTOSIHUY TJI00aThbHBIM BBI30BaM MPUPOIBI, B YACTHOCTH, KIIMMATHIECKUM H3ME-
HeHMsIM. Jlaske TocyIapCcTBEHHOE 3€PHO, 3ape3epBUPOBAHHOE HA HECKOIBKO JIET,
HE MOIJIO CIIaCTH CTpaHy OT pa3pyLIMTEIbHON 3aCyXH, MpPOJOJIKaBIIEHCS Hec-
KOJIbKO JecaTuiieTud. I'ie-To Bo Bropoit nonosuHe VII Beka 70 H. 3., HAKaHyHE
HEMHHYEMOTO TaJeHUS TOCYAapCTBa, IYCThIE 3€PHOXPAHMIIMINA U KIaJO0BbIE
YpapTCKUX HEHTPOB M TOJOJAIOIIEee HACEIEHHE SIBHO CBUAETEIHCTBYIOT O TITy-
0OKOM KpH3HCe, KOTOPHIH IPUBEN FOCyIapCTBO K €r0 HACHIHCTBEHHOMY KOHILY.

Epsano I'pexan — 0. u. n., 8edywuti HAy4Hwvlil COMPYOHUK omoena pauwHel ap-
xeonoauu Apmenuu Hncmumyma apxeonocuu u smuoepaguu HAH PA. Hayu-
Hble UHmMepechbl: UCMOPUA U UCOPUYECKAs 2eo2padus, COYUaibHO-IKOHOMU-
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yecKue OMHOUleHUs, OYX08HAS KYIbMYpd, apXeoioust U naneocpeda 2ocyoapcm-
BEHHBIX 00pazosanuli ApmaHcKkozo Hazopva u cmpan Opesnell Ilepedneti Asuu.
Coasmop 2 koanekmugnvlx MoHozpaguii u asmop bonee 80 cmametl.
ervandgr@yahoo.com

STORAGE AND REDISTRIBUTION OF GRAIN RESERVES IN THE
KINGDOM OF URARTU

YERVAND GREKYAN
Summary

Key words: Urartian kingdom, palace-temple economy, cuneiform inscriptions,
archaeological sources, grain reserves, daily ration, redistribution.

The kingdom of Urartu (Biainili, 9th—7th centuries BC) was an ancient Near
Eastern state with redistributive economy. According to the preserved written
and archaeological data, the large granaries and cellars built by the royal power in
the main cities/administrative centres of Urartu, could store tens of thousands of
tons of grain and provide with food ca. 100—150 thousand people throughout a
year. In this respect, the kingdom of Urartu was resembled the Neo-Sumerian
state of the III Dynasty of Ur (21th century BC), the centralized economy of
which was able to provide with bread for more than 300-500 thousand people,
members of different social groups including large numbers of dependent labour
force. There is little doubt that the grain storing and redistribution was the main
way of keeping the Urartian economy functional and securing the state’s
existence in general.

Strange as it may seem, one of the main factors leading to the collapse of the
Urartian state was the inefficiency of this system in meeting the global challenges
of nature, the climate changes in particular. Even the state grain reserved for some
years could not save the country from destructive drought lasted several decades.
Sometime in the second half of the 7th century BC, at the eve of its imminent fall,
the empty granaries and cellars of the Urartian centres and the starving population
clearly evidence of a deep crisis that would lead the kingdom to its violent end.
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