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INTRODUCTION
A few months after the National Dialogue began, and as it
was to tackle the national defense strategy and the issue of the armament of the
Resi a border incident during which Hezballah el p d some

Israeli soldiers, on 12 July 2006, became the spark of an Israeli - Hezballah
war. The war lasted till 14 August 2006. Hezballah declared victory. The
March 14 group blamed Hezballah for causing the war, with over 1200 deaths
in Lebanon and a lot of damage to the infrastructure of the country. The group
said the decision to make war was solely the right of the state and not any
armed resistance group. The UN Security Council passed Resolution 1701
imposing a cessation of hostilities, asking the Lebanese government to
introduce the army south of the Litani River, asking Israel to withdraw from

pied areas, i ing the UN p keeping forces, UNIFIL, asking for
the disarmament of all armed groups within Lebanon, etc.

The internal dispute between “March 14” and “March 8" groups, who
were in the government of Fouad Siniora, increased. The unresolved
assassination of pro-March 14 political figures continued. The war issue,
combined with the efforts of Saad Hariri, led March 14 group to instigite the

blisk of the I ional Tribunal to investigate the murder of Rafic
Hariri, find out who was responsible and later judge the perpatrators, created a
lot of tension. Hezballah and Amal objected. Gen. Michel Aoun, who had been
left out of Siniora's government and who signed an agreement of

d ding with Hezballah on 6 February 2006 with his parliamentary
group and movement as well as allies, supported Hezballah and Amal. Soon
after the assassination of minister Pierre Gemayel on 21 November 2006, the
conflict over the tribunal led to the resignation of all the Shiite Ministers who
belonged to either | or Amal, as well as the resignation of the
Christian mini who rey i the president of the Republic, Emile
Lahoud. “March 8" considered the government illegitimate and “March 14

idered it legiti A huge d ion was held on 1 December 2006
and a per sit-in in di 1 Beirut, by Hezballah, Amal, and Aoun’s
group and others, started paralyzing life there. However the March 14 group
commemorated Hariri's death on February 14 of 2007 and 2008,

The situation in the country remained very tense. The assassinations and
various bloody incidents continued. MP Walid Eido was killed by a car bomb
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on 13 June 2007, and on 19 September 2007 MP Antoine Ghanem was killed
in & similar manner. Both were “March 14” group members.

In the Nahr el Bared (North Lebanon) Palestinian camp serious clashes
between Fateh el Islam and the Lebanese Army started in June 2007 and lasted
for some months, The clashes ended with the Army’s success in taking control
of the camp, after the defeat of the Fateh el Islam fighters. These clashes
further destabilized the country.

Speaker Nabih Berry did not summon the Parliament to any of its regular
sessions, as he considered the government illegitimate on the grounds that a
large community, the Shiites, were not represented in it.

Within the Armenian community the sequel of the 2005 elections was felt.
The Tashnag Party, ns affiliates and its organ Azrag ignored the activities of
the Ramg i and independ MPs and Minister Oghassapian.
However, the three Armenian political parties” leaders met from time to time
and kept their agneemem to pmsnde by turn the Armenian community’s
del ion in the National Di

PARTIAL ELECT[ON OF NORTHERN METN, 2007

After the ion on 21 No ber 2006 of Metn MP Minister Pierre
Gemayel, son of the former President Amin Gemayel, the government had to
organize partial elections within two hs, but due to the tense and polarized

situation in Lebanon and particularly in Metn, it did not. However, after the car
bomb which killed the Beirut MP Walid Eido, seeing that the March 14
majority was eroding in Parli it decided to hold partial elections in
Northern Metn and Beirut II. The elections were set for Sunday, S August
2007, although President Lahoud did not sign the decree calling for the
elections.

Gen. Aoun’s Change and Reform parliamentary bloc and his allies, the
Tashnag Party and MP Michel Murr, decided to participate, although they
considered the government illegitimate. On 23 July 2007 Gen. Aoun, Michel
Murr and Hovig Mekhitarian met at the General’s residence in Rabiyeh. The¥
decided to defend the National Free Current’s candidate, Camille Khoury.
After this meeting they said there was still a glimmer of hope for concord.
Gcneral Aoun said “the martyrs are our martyrs too, but in Metn the current

ign has a political nature.” He added he had no personal
pmblems wﬂh Amin Gemayel, the problems were over the rights of the
presid of the Republic and the lization of the Christian

community.*
The candidate of the March 14 forces was the former president of the
Repubhc. Amin Gemayel, chief of the Kataeb Party and father of the
d MP Pierre G 1
Before their declaration to support Camille Khoury the Tashnag Party had
tried to reconcile Amin Gemayel and Gen. Aoun, on condition that Gemayel
would withdraw and present the candidacy of his son, Sami Gemayel, but they
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had not been able to convince him, so the reconciliation was not materialized.
The TPLCC thus remained faithful to its political ally Gen. Aoun and
supported the latter’s candidate.*

On 27 July 2007, receiving a delegation from Jdeyde and Sad Baushrie,
Gen. Aoun referred to the unfair electoral law of 2000, which had deprived the
Armenians in Parliament and the government of their representation. He was
alluding to his ally, the Tashnag Party.®

On 29 July 2007 the TPLCC issued a communiqué saying they would not
participate in the Beirut Il elections based upon their 2005 decision not to
participate in the Beirut elections to protest against the unjust electoral law.
However, they would participate in the Northern Metn elections, allying with
Gen. Aoun and Michel Murr, and supporting candidate Dr. Camille Khoury.®

Gen. Aoun declared he was against turning the contested Metn seat into a
family inheritance, and that Gemayel should keep his position as former
president of the Republic.”

The Huntchag and Ramgavar Azad parties, and also the LASA (Free
Lebanese Armenian Movement), declared their support for their ally in the
March 14 forces, Amin Gemayel, in Northern Metn and March 14 candidate,
Mohammed Itani, in Beirut II. The Huntchag Party Lebanon Executive Body
issued a communiqué in this respect on 1 August 2007.* The Huntchag Party
Lebanon Executive Body delegates visited Amin Gemayel at his Bikfaya
residence and declared their support for him.

On 31 July 2007 Amin Gemayel visited Catholicos Aram I of the Great
See of Cilicia at the Bikfaya summer residence.

On 3 August 2007 at Debaye’s Emile Lahoud center, an electoral meeting
was held organized by the National Free Current, the Tashnag Party and
Michel Murr. Among the speakers was MP Hagop Pakradouny. He said there
was no difference between the organizers, they were free and they refused the
marginalization of the majority of Armenians and humiliation (they had
suffer!i(‘i in the elections of 2005). The other speakers were Murr and Gen.
Aoun.

Meanwhile on 3 August 2007 Amin Gemayel met in Bikfaya Lebanese
Forces leader Samir Geagea and National Liberal Party Leader Dory
Chamoun, who declared their support for him. Geagea said tens of dozens of
buses had come from D porting hundreds of [ lized] Syrians
who would vote in the partial elections. Dory Chamoun said “Michel Nasrallah
must not register a victory” alluding to the Aoun-Hezballah agreement.
Gemayel said he gratulated Aoun on being friends with the Kanso
(Ba’asist) family."”

The elections were held as planned in a politically tense but calm
atmosphere as planned on 5 August 2007. The army, the internal security
forces and the Ministry of the Interior controlled the situation.
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; 13
The official results were as follows —

Beirut I -

Mohammed Itani 22988 votes
Ibrahim Halabi 3556  votes
Zuhair Khatib 75 votes
Rashid Kardouhi 72 votes
Saleh Faroukh 3 votes
Maher Abou Khdoud received no votes.
Nothern Metn —

Camille Khoury 39534 votes
Amin Gemayel 39166 votes
Joseph Asmar 10 votes

Mohammed Itani and Camille Khoury were declared elected.

It became apparent that in Northern Metn out of 169,340 people who had
the right to vote, 79,642 had participated in the electi 978 votes were
annulled, due to lrregalanues Voter turnout was 46.5 percent.'*

According to various statistics, Aoun’s candidate who won with a
difference of 418 votes received 80% of the Armenian votes, 97% of the Shiite
votes, and 50% of the Sunnite votes, while 57% of the Maronite votes were for
Gemayel and 43% to Dr. Camille ](h(mry,'5 Aoun’s candidate received
20,000 less votes than Aoun’s list candidates in 2005. While Pierre Gemayel
had received about 1600 Armenian votes in 2005, in 2007 his father obtained
about 2000 Armenian votes, out of 10,089 Armenian votes.'® In the region of
Bourdj Hammoud Gemayel received from non-Armenian and Armenian voters
3016 votes. Gen. Aoun was pl d; his parli y bloc i d from 21
t0.22.

The results were headlined as follows in the Armenian party organs —

Aztag — “The Lebanese Armenians once more voted for the decision of
the Tashnag Party. National Free Current-Tashnag-MP Michel Murr alliance
candidate Dr. Camille Khoury victorious.™

Ararad - “The Future Current Candidate won the seat in the Beirut II
electoral district. The Mem elections confirmed Gemayel's popularity in the

Maronite community.”
Amin Gemayel, bitter in his electoral defeat, made attacks in particular on
the Tashnag Party and in 1 on the Leb Ar ians during a live

televised program of LBC's Kalam el Nass in which one of the participants
was MP Hagop Pakradouny. During the program Gemayel’s declarations were
televised. In a second declaration Gemayel tried to rectify his first declaration.
Gabriel Murr also made similar declarations and said the Armenians should
have their electoral district in Bourdj Hammoud disconnected from Metn."”
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Gemayel declared Tashnags must not “steal” the votes of the “real
Chrisu'gns of Metn” and said the will of Metn should not be dictated by the

Ar Gemay d the Tashnag Party of using “unacceptable”
lection p and questioned their alliance with Gen. Aoun. Gemayel
said, “Aoun called the group a mafia and und ic” citing a he

said Aoun had made on 29 May 2002 in AnNahar. Gemayel said he was
preparing a file on the “forgeries” committed by the Tashnag Party in Bourdj
Hammoud and that it should be investigated soon. He added “we have close
ties with Armenians, but what the Tashnag Party did was unac:ceptzablc.“20

The TPLCC issued two statements on 7 August 2009. In the first one it
said it was not the first time political or electoral sides tried to blame the
Armenians and especially the Tashnag Party for their electoral failures.
Furthermore, some had put their bets on a split of Tashnag ranks and
leadership and exploited the case of some expelled party members and
financed them to create an anti-Tashnag movement spreading false rumors.
The Party deplored the fact that for one seat an attempt of settling accounts
was made with a party that was not fanatical and racist. In the second
statement the Party echoed Gemayel’s announcement that his failure was due
to the Armenians and in particular the Tashnag Party. Gemayel in his attack
tried to divide the Lebanese Armenians and the Tashnag Party members,

phati and opp who cond d his declarations.”"

Indeed the Huntchag Party Lebanon Executive Body, who had
campaigned and voted for Gemayel, without naming him, said some political
personalities who were displ d with the election results had blamed the
Lebanese Armenians for their failure. The Party condemned this and said it
wa§,the right of every political current to make electoral alliances as they saw
it

Catholicos Aram 1 of the Cilician See also asked on 6 August if the sides
could not have ided the tense situation and i Patriarch Sfeir said
he had tried to bring forth a mutual agreement between the sides, but the
Christians went to the polls with a divided spirit. He also said the accusations
against the Armenian community by some were unacceptable and baseless.

The Political Council of the Ar ian Parli y Bloc d
Gemayel’s and Gabriel Murr’s “racist declarations™.**

MP Hagop Pakradouny said Gemayel had to apologize to the Ar
and that if he decided to visit the TPLCC, he would be accepted by them. He
said it is not true that the Tashnag Party had communicated with the American
Embassy on the issue of the partial elections. He added no one was more
Christian, than the Armenians, who were the first to accept Christianity as their
state religion in 301 AD.**

MP Nabil Nicola of Aoun’s bloc said the Armenians were one of the first
Christian peoples, and Armenians were in Metn from the days of Greater
Lebanon and were not as some political sides had declared.”
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President Lahoud also said to his visitors on 8 August, if one wanted to be
in dlsngreemenl let this be on a political basis and not a sectarian basis. It was
not possible to i to a Leb c ity and say it was
not Lebanese anymore, as happened in the case of the Armenians. He said that
Armenia was the first state to accept Chnsuamty as its state religion and it is
wrong to say the Armenians are not Christians.”

Many political personalities visited the TPLCC nnd showed their support.
Some of them were former Minister Talal Arslan,®® a Hezballah delegation,
Fouad Makhzoumi, Tadamon Party Chief Emile Rahme,” Aoun’s bloc MPs,
Michel Murr, Sleiman Franjie, an Akkar Muslim delegation led by Sheikh
Abdel Salam Haraji, and others. * There were declarauons of solidarity by
speaker Berry’' and the Zahle Bloc of Elias Skaff.”?

The TPLCC in its turn visited Catholicos Aram [, Armenmn Catholic
Patriarch Nerses-Bedros XIX and Rev. M gu ditch Karageuzian, President of

the Near East Union of the Ar ian Ev lical Church Thc party
di d the latest devel 1 from Lhe partial electmns

On the same day, 8 Augusl 2007, former president Amine Gemayel visited
Catholicos Aram [ at hns Bikfaya resid: The Catholi yved to hu-n
his and his y's ge “at the all i and ir 1
declarations” made after the pamal elections. Gemayel in his tum clanﬁed that
personally he had made not one injurious g the Ar i

community and that his expressions dealt with the electoral process only. He
said he reconfirmed his great respect for the Armenian community.**

Gemayel on 12 August declared in Bikfaya “let us close this page of the
elections and look to the future”, to which MP Pakradouny replied “we are
waiting for practical steps and our doors are open to all”. Murr in his turn, in
the Tashnag headquarters. said, “It is a virtue to accept a mistake and rectify

*. The TPLCC expressed thanks for the solidarity statements and visits, as

well as saying Gemayel’s recent declarati; were the first step to rectifying
the disrespect to the Let Ar ians and the Tashnag Party.’® However,
Gemayel dld not visit the TPLCC hendquarters

The F P: Dkt d Youth Union’s delegation met

Amin Gemayel on 9 October 2007 in his Bikfaya residence. Gemayel
reiterated that his declarations were not directed against the Armenian

ity “but an A ian party, whose leadership’s particular steps do not
correspond to the Armenian reality”. Also during the meeting appreciation was
shown for the increase of Armenian votes in favor of the March 14
candidate.*®

The Free Leb Ar ian M °’s (LASA) leader, Gen. Nareg
Aprahamlan, said Gemayel's nervous outburst was against the Tashnag Party
hip and not the Let A i they were not expelled members

but had all resigned from the party of their own free will. He added the
marginalization of the community was due to the party leadership who, at the
beginning of Lahoud's presidency, saw the imprisonment of a minister,
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resignation of first category officials and the refusal to appoint a second
Armenian minister.

The Speaker of the Parliament, Nabih Berry, when he summoned the
Parliament solely to elect the parliamentary committees, had the Ministry of
Interior’s decree on the election results read. Thus he recognized the result of
the partial elections, decided upon by a government he considered illegitimate,
particularly as the call of the election was not endorsed by the President of the
Republic.

THE POLITICAL SITUATION PRIOR TO THE LEGISLATIVE
ELECTIONS OF 2009

A ding to the itution the Speaker called the parliament to elect the
of the ing presid Lahoud on 25 September 2007. But the
b i the ve i and did not agree to the

candidates of the majority March 14 group. Lahoud left the presidential palace
at midnight on the last day of his term, 23 November 2007, before a
successor was elected.

Eventually the majority agreed upon a candidate accepted by all, the
Commander-in-Chief of the Army, General Michel Sleiman. However, the
opposmom without objecting to the candidate. did not attend the set
presidential election i as they had their terms for the formation of the
government to be formed after the presidential elections.

The situation was very tense in Lebanon; the sit-in continued; the country
and the parliament were paralyzed When Siniora’s government, upon the
insistence of Walid Jumbl d to take against the cellular
telephone network of Hezballah, just prior to the Labour Union's strike and
demonstrations against the high cost of living, the situation worsened. Clashes
took place in certain neighborhoods and roads were blocked by Hezballah and
Amal, including the airport road. On 7 May 2008 Hezballah and its allies
intensified their penetration into West Beirut Sunnite quarters and attacked
Hariri's Future TV and radio stations as well as Radio Sevan, which belonged
to Ara Sisserian. Armed elements took control of West Beirut and cut road
links with East Beirut, except for the harbour road. The army did not intervene
in Beirut or elsewhere in Lebanon. The airport was closed. Almost all schools
in West Beirut closed. A good number of people could not reach their places of
work. For days armed elements were seen in key areas of West Beirut.

The May 7 incidents led to a compmmme Qatar sponsomd a confcrence at
Doha, in which the National Di groups d ding the
Armenians. After days of negommons on 21 May 2008 an agreement was
reached on the formation of the government and changes in the electoral law.
The qmnon of the grms of Hezballah would be dealt with in the National

** This would pave the way for the presidential
elccnons in Parliament.

-3
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In Doha, the agreement reached concerned the formula on which would be
based the formation of the cabinet and the electoral law. Out of 30 ministerial
seats 16 would be given to the majority March 14 group, who would not have
an absolute majority. The opposition March 8 group would have 11
ministerial seats, thus enabling them to veto any major decisions not approved
by them. gThc President of the Republic would have 3 ministers appointed by
himself.”

As far as the electoral law was concerned, it was agreed to hold elections
based on the smaller administrative area, the caza, to follow more or less the
electoral law of 1960, and to divide Beirut into three electoral districts.*

Beirut I would have one seat each for Maronites, Greek Orthodox, Greek
Catholics, Armenian Orthodox and Armenian Catholics. Beirut 11 would have
2 Armenian Orthodox, 1 Shiite and 1 Sunnite seats and Beirut [1I would have 6
Sunnite, 1 Shiite, 1 Greek Orthodox, 1 Prolesmnt and 1 Minorities seats.”

After heated di i on the Ar i it was agreed
that in Beirut II one seat would go to the March 8 ally Tashnag Party and one
seat to the March 14 Armenian allies. Furthermore it was agreed that the
Sunnite seat would go to Hariri’s Future Movement and the Shiite seat to the
Hezballah-Amal alliance, to p a fierce paign and to achi a fair

ion of the political forces on the ground. The other seats in Beirut I
and I would be open to contestation.*

On 22 May 2008, Nahar gave the geographical divisions of each Beirut
electoral districts and the number of voters therein, according to each

community.
Beirut I — Ashrafich, Rmeil and Saifi
Greek Orthodox 25211
Armenian Orthodox 16,489
Armenian Catholic 4,813
Protestants 2,171
Greek Catholics 12,698
Maronites 16,447
Other Christians 10,403
Druzes 268
Sunnites 6,275
Shiites 1,831
Total 96,669
Beirut IT — Mud . Marfa and Bashi
Greek Orthodox 2,403
Armenian Orthodox 29,643
Armenian Catholic 3,729
Protestants 2,436
Greek Catholics 2314
Maronites 3,866
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Other Christians 3,505

Druzes 133
Sunnites 30,597
Shiites 27,689
Total 106,637

Beirut III — Mazraa, Zokak el Blat, Minet el Hosn, Museitbeh, Ain el
Mreysse and Ras Beirut.

Greek Orthodox 17,003
Armenian Orthodox 5,425
Armenian Catholic 1,153
Protestants 3,054
Maronites 5,786
Other Christians 8.882
Druzes 4,735
Sunnites 172,756
Shiites 38,052
Total 267,893

Once the agreement was signed, the door was opened for the presidential
elections. On 25 May 2008 Gen. Michel Sleiman, was unanimously elected
President of the Republic, after a vacancy of six months since Lahoud's
departure.

On 11 July 2008 a new government of 30 members led by Fouad Siniora
was formed, on the basis of lhe Doha agreement, with the primary task of
or izing the legislative

THE PRE-ELECTORAL SITUATION WITHIN THE ARMENIAN
COMMUNITY

The world Tashnag and Ramg; Azad leaderships met in the capital
of Armenia, Yerevan, in November 2007, and signed an agreement of
coopemuon in national affairs. The Huntchag party did not participate in the
meeting. **

In Lebanon as well the Ieadetshl}z of the three local parties met on 6
December 2007 to discuss local issues.

The divisions within the Ramgavar Azadagan Party were exacerbated. The
party organ, Zartonk daily, ceased publication from 11 January 2007 to the
end of April 2008; it reappeared on 1 May 2008 fusl asa weekly, (heu semi-
weekly and later thrice weekly. The editor-in-chi Agl ian, who
had resigned in protest from party membershlp. was replaced The m(cmal
opposition, just prior to the legislative elections of 2009, started the
publication of a monthly newsletter.

The Communist Gantch weekly had also ceased publication in November
2006 after its editor Barouyr Yeretsian passed away on 9 September 2006. On
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the other hand, the Huntchag Party seemed to unite its ranks and gather some
strength, and its organ Ararad was published as a daily, as of March 2008,
after being a weekly then thrice weekly for some time.

The movement created by the former Lebanese army general Nareg
former Amt dor Dr. Vatche Nurpetlian, and others, as LASA
opened a club right in the heart of Bourdj Hammoud, and also on Mar Mikhael
street in the Nahr area. Essentially they were a splinter group from the Tashnag
Party. The general, who had resigned from the Tashnag Party, was declared
expelled by the party. The new group publicly celebrated Armenian Martyrs’
Day on 25 April 2008. For ime they also published a magazine.

Due to the assassination of several MPs and the fear that the majority
forces in parliament would thus be reduced, almost all March 14 MPs and
ministers, including the Armenian MPs, took up residence at Hotel Phoenicia
and later at other sea-front hotels rather than at their homes and did not
circulate, except to attend parliament and bloc meetings under strict security

. The Hi hag and Ramg: Party Lebanon leadership visited their
MPs at their holcl residences. "’
ives of the pro-March 14 Armenian parties, the Huntchags,
Ramgavars LASA, and Ararad Union, met Minister Oghassapian and MPs
Djeredjian and Toursarkissian and decided to participate massively in the 14
February 2008 meeting at the Manyrs Square in downtown Beirut in
ion of Hariri's jon.*®

Michel Murr, some time before the May 7 incidents had left Aoun's
parhamemary group, dlsagrcemg on Aoun s stand over the presidential

i Murr declared that he e d joining forces with Aoun during the
partial elections of Northern Metn in August 2007, which resulted in former
president Gemayel's defeat. The Tashnag Party had visited Aoun and
reaffirmed their solidarity with him and also had maintained their alliance with
Murr.”® However the Tashnag Party did not participate in the Municipal
councilors meetings that Murr had organized.

After the 7 May 2008 incidents in West Beirut, the three Armenian
political parties’ leaders met and issued a joint declaration on 10 May 2008,
saying that they had me! and discussed matters concerning Lebanon and the
Armenian community.” The same day the Huntchag Executive Body
condemned the burning of Radio Sevan.”

Later, after the election of president Sleiman, each Armenian party
lesderslup. accomgamed by their MPs visited the president at the presidential
palace in Ba’abda.

In the new government of Fuad Siniora the Tashnags were represented by
Minister of Energy Alain Tabourian and the March 14 pames the Ramgavars
and the Huntchags by Minister of State Jean Oghassapmn

Soon after the Doha agreement and particularly after the formation of the
new Siniora government, pre-electoral activities started.
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Gabriel Murr, on 3 July 2008, visited the Tashnag headquarters and
declared he had come “to rectify a 1 itude which bel d to the
past”, referring to his impertinent declarations after the Northern Metn partial
elections. The Tashnag MP Pakradouny afterwards declared that the page of
the declaration of Gabriel Murr was closed.” A week later on 10 July the
TPLCC delegation visited Michel Murr and said their visit was to confirm the
party’s alliance and friendship with Murr, which would continue in the
elections of 2009. Murr also confirmed that he would participate with the
Tashnag Party in the forthcoming election.” Also, one week after their visit, a
TPLCC delegation visited Gen. Aoun and declared their alliance with him
should stand firm and the party would cooperate both with Aoun and Murr in
the elections.”” Murr later on said it was early to present the lists of
candidates,®® On 18 July 2008 the Tashnag Party received the visit of a Baas
party delegation.”

There was talk of a list in the March 14 forces Northern Metn which
would include Amin Gemayel, Nassib Lahoud and an Armenian, but it was
speculation.*

On 4 August 2008 MP Pakradouny declared the Tashnag Party was open
electorally to all sides in Metn. He added that relations with the Kataeb Party
needed a positive step on the part of Amin Gemayel. He further said the
alliances of the Tashnag in Beirut, Bekaa and the Metn remained unchanged.®!

In the Huntchag daily Ararad, on 22 July 2008, the party indicated the
party electoral central committee office days and hours and invited party

bers and supp to present th Ives to check on their electoral
status.” Vice-PM Abou Jamra of Aoun’s bloc declared their allies in the
opposition were to be their candidates in the elections of 2009.%

THE LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS OF 2009

The electoral law was approved by the parliament on 29 September 2008.
The proposal of printed electoral ballots with the names and pictures of all the
candidates of a given district did not pass. The electoral registration voting
card was abolished; instead, ding to article 88 of the electoral law, voters
would present their LD. cards to vote and a finger would be marked by ink.
Lebanese émigrés could not vote in 2009 in their places of residence abroad.
This was left to 2013. H , if they p d th Ives in Lebanon and
their names were on the electoral registration lists, they could vote. The lowest
age for voters was maintained at 21 years old®

Articles 1 and 2 and article 67 mentioned the right of each candidate to
full access to the public media. Article 70 gave each local authority the right to
set the zones where electoral material would be posted. Article 71 forbade any
electoral publicity at the doors of polling stations. Article 57 set
150,000,000LL as the maximum a candidate could spend for electoral
expenses, which would later be controlled by the Committee of control of the
elections, Article 73 also forbade the diffusion of any forms of publicity on the
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day before the election till the voting was over. A'm'cle 78. gave the C(_)mimmce
of control of the elections, the right to take sanclmns;gamsl the media if they
failed to observe the dispositions of the electoral law.

In its meeting of 14 December 2008 the government formed the
Committee of control of the elections, chaired by Ghassan Abou Alouan @d
composed of ten individuals. The committee included an Armenian
Evangelical, Dr. Arda Ekmekji, Dean of Arts and Sciences at Haigazian
University of Beirut, who previously was in the C '“ formed to present a
new electoral law which was presided by Fuad Boutros.

The Minister of the Interior, Ziad Baroud, who also had been previously in
the Boutros Committee, firmly took charge of the electoral process. He

d that the legislative elections would be held in one day on 7 June
2009, in all Lebanon, contrary to the previous system of holding the elections
over several Sundays. The minister also said all 1.D. demands should be
presented by 28 February 2009. Later on this deadline was extended to
facilitate the task of voters.”’

Once the electoral law was approved by parliament, electoral activities
accelerated. At this juncture patriarch Sfeir warned against the victory of
March 8 forces in an interview in Al-Massira, making clear his posi(iom“

There was persi: talk that Mini: Jean Ogh pian would present
his candidacy in Northern Metn.*”

MP Michel Pharaon organized a meeting in Biel, in which Future Bloc
leader Saad Hariri was represented by MP Serge Toursarkissian. Pharaon said
Ashrafieh refused to fall to inter-Christian conflicts and that there would be no
national reconciliation without reconciliation in Beirut.”®

Michel Murr declared he would carry out his electoral campaign as an
independent, but that his alliance with the Tashnag was firm, and that he would
examine the possibility of cooperating with other forces that had a popular
presence in Metn.”!

On2N Minister Oghassapian, MPs Dr. Djerejian, Kassarjian and
Toursarkissian met Saad Hariri and ined the forth ing elections.”
On 16 N Pakrad: declared the Tashnag Party's aim was

to reinstall the six-member Bloc of Armenian MPs. He further declared their
?lhance_ in Northern Metn would be extended to all Lebanon, as it was
lmp:‘scsn_a’;e to side with a group in one area and campaign against it in
anof T,

On 27 N ber the Huntchag E ive Body delegati o
by Dr. Djer?djisn visited Prime Minister Siniora and re-confirmed their
support 1o his g ™ as the R Azadagan District Council

accompanied by Kassarjian had already done.”*

There were noteworthy yisits by the TPLCC, to Maronite Patriarch Sfeir
(7 November), $peaker Berry (11 November), Metropolitan Elias Aoude (11
Noven}ber). Sheikh Abdel Amir Kabalan, vice-chairman of the Shiite Supreme
Council (12 November), Minister of Defense Elias Murr (13 November),
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Prime Minister Siniora (24 N ber), Mini of Culture T: Salam
7 Novembgr), Minister of Information Tarek Mitri (28 November) and the

hief of the Leb: Army, Gen. Jean Kahwaji."®
On 1 December 2008, a TPLCC delegation composed of Hovig
Mekhitarian, Dr. Sebouh H ian and MP Pakradouny, visited D:

They were received by the Syrian president, Bashar Assad. The Party praised
president Assad’s firm attitude of support for Lebanon’s unity, security,
stability and the hening of Beirut-D: lations.”’

In an interview Party rep ive Mekhitarian declared the Tashnag
Party was in the opposition, but did not form part of the March 8 forces; it had
its own special policy and differed from those taking part in the March 8
forces.

The TPLCC received the visit of the adviser of the USA Foreign Relations
Committee President, Terry Kanak, along with the American Ambassador,
Michele Sasson, on 16 February in 353 headquarters and conveyed its stance

ing the fortk ing electi

On 22 January a TPLCC delegation led by MP Pakradouny met Gen.
Aoun to discuss electoral issues.™ On 11 February 2009 MP Pakradouny
declared in an interview on NBN TV station that the Tashnag Party remained
Gen, Aoun’s ally and would also maintain its alliance with Murr*!

On 21 February MP Pakradouny met President Sleiman at Ba'abda.®

The Ramgavar Azadagan Party internal dissensions were aggravated. On
27 November 2008, Dany Haddad echoed the party’s problems in an article in
the local Al-Alkhbar newspaper, which said 128 party members were opposed
to MP Hagop Kassarjian's candidacy in the legislative elections as Ramgavar
Azadagan candidate and called for new Party internal elections by the Party’s
Lebanon District Council. Furth the Ramg: pposition said their
conflict with Kassarjian was not because of his political stand, (i.e. with the 14
March group) but because of his conduct within the Party. In the end the
opponents of Kassardjian requested Saad Hariri to reconsider Kaigarjian‘s

didacy as they claimed “he did not rep the Ramgavar Party”.
Just three days later, on 30 November 2008, in the Emile Lahoud Center at
Dbaye, on the it of the dati of the Leb: A i

Universitarians’ Union (LAUSA), the founding president Sebouh Mkhdjian,
who worked for MP Michel Pharaon, spoke to the 1000 or so present at the
meeting** Speculation ran high that Mkhjian, supported by Pharaon, would
run for the Armenian Orthodox seat in Beirut I, against Kassarjian. It was
d many Ramg; ded the gmmering.”
On 5 December 2008, Minister O jan, MPs Djeredjian, Kassarjian
and Toursarkissian met president Sleiman and declared their support for his
balanced policy.” paper reports led that the delegation spoke to the
president about “the rotation principle” of the Armenian MP’s delegation to
the National Dialogue conferences, as after Doha, only MP Pakradouny had
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d the Armeni in the d National Dialog: ing
summoned by the presidzm.'n

g pp of Kassarjian issued a newsletter, in
which the appeal of the party’s Central Council to the Leban_ese Armenians
was published. In the appeal, dated 24 December 2008, w!nch thg lfarty‘s
Lebanon organ Zartonk did not publish, the Central Committee said it was
essential that the Leb: A ian  C ity came forth in a
reconciliatory mood and ready for mutual concessions considering the
situation in Lebanon and the community. The whole Lebanese Armenian
community had to present one single front of unity and concord in the
Lebanese legislative elections.*

In late December 2008, the Lebanon District Council of the Ramgavar
Azadagan Party, held a large meeting of members at which the opening words
were by the Council’s Chairman, Dr. Avedis Dakessian. The second speaker,
MP Kassarjian, said the Party had decided to participate in the electoral
campaigns in Beirut, Metn and Middle Beka'a, and would support Saad Hariri
and his policies. He also said it was not a secret that there was internal
opposition within the party, that Ramgavar meant democratic, so in this

respect, the opposition must be respected by the leadership and vice-versa. He
appealed for mutual und; ding and d. He said elections would come
to prove that within the Leb A i ity there was a large mass

that showed cooperation on ideclogcal grounds for a free, unrestrained
democratic and independent Lebanon.

Despite the appeal of the Central Council of the Ramgavar Azadagan
Party, the Lebanon District Council organized a meeting at the Tekeyan Center
on 24 January 2009. Among those present were Minister Oghassapian, MP
Kassarjian, Hagop Vartivarian (a party leader from the East Coast of USA),
Mustagbal (Future) Current’s official responsible for Armenian Affairs Ara
Sisserian, former Central Council member Haig Naccashian (from Canada)
and party members. Hrair Hovivian, announced in the name of the Lebanon
District Council of the Party that their 2009 legislative election candidate was
the i bent MP, Hagop K fian,”

In a speech at the same meeting, the Tekeyan Cultural Association
Fou:!dets‘ Council chairman Garabed Babahekian expressed the hope that
Vartivarian would do the necessary work to settle the “chaos” prevalent in
their organization.”’ In another meeting of support organized by the Tekeyan
School on 20 February 2009, MP Kassarjian said they supported the

of the A ian Pparli y Bloc, but the Bloc's activities
s)_xould be w;gh the cooperation of all sides, not with one side imposing its
views on all.™

On 27 February 2009 the R pposition issued a declaration in its
newsletter number 1, and said they were in favor of the Lebanese Armeni
participating in the election with one unity front under the name of Armenian
Parliamentary Bloc, where all sides would be represented without any
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discrimination. They said this was the right (mck, ,as the party Central
Council’s appeal of 24 D: ber 2008 had

The Lebanon District Council di ded the Party opp 's stand in
the general meeting of party members held at the Tekeyan Center on 13
March 2009. MP Kassarjian said A/-4lkhbar newspaper had announced that
there was opposition within the party who were against his candidacy and that
they had proposed the name of Sebouh Mkhdjian as candidate. He said how
Mkhdjian, who worked in Michel Pharaon’s office, could be related to people
in the ranks of Ramgavar. He said the party ranks should take a united stand in
the elections.”

The Humchag Party also had successwe meetings. On 7 January 2009 the
Lebanon E: Body d g Dr. Djeredjian, met Armenian
Catholic Patriarch Nerses-Bedros XI1X,” on 19 January 2009 Dr. Djeredjian
met Mustagbal Bloc leader Saad Hariri alone™ and together with the Lebanese
Executive Body delegation on 21 January 2009.”” On 20 February 2009 the
Party dclegatxon along with MP Djeredjian met the Minister of Interior Ziad
Baroud™; on 26 February 2009 the Executive Body accompanied by MP
Djeredjian met Catholicos Aram L.” The main theme of discussion with most
of these personalities was the forthcoming elections, as well as other
community concerns.

Mini Ogt ian,'” the hag Party Lebanon Executive Body'”'
and the Ramgavar Azadagan Lebanon District Council'” condemned the
attack on 27 January in the Dora-Amanos region by two Armenian men on
Hrag Okian, a founding member of the LASA. Okian's car was shot, and he
was paralyzed as a result,'™

Both the Ramgavar and Humchag parties as well as the LASA pmncx&aled
in the mass rally of March 14, in Martyr’s Square on 14 February 2009."

As the new electoral law permitted the overseas Lebanese to vote, in
Beirut, a special effort was made by all to benefit from this opportunity.

In January 2009 MP Pakradouny said he exp d that former Leb
Armenians would participate in the elections, not in their current residences,
but by coming to Lebanon to vote, so that together they would restore a six-

ber Armenian parl y bloc.'™ In February the Tashnag Electoral
Central C i lished in Aztag, where it said all who
were ready to come ‘to Lebanon and particij 'gate in the elections should contact
them to recieve necessary information.'™ Full-page ads appeared in the
Tashnag or independent Los Angeles press, indicating contact teleph

bers in Los Angeles, San Francisco and Fresno, also e-mail and website
addresses. The ads said “let ns mnke our voxce audible by massively
participating in the Leb " The | office undertook
passp and flight and said it would secure flights to and from
Lebanon.'”

Minister Oghassapian visited Los Angeles, to be the guest speaker of the
Mustagbal Front on the fourth anniversary of the death of Rafik Hariri at
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Anaheim’s Embassy Suite Hotel. The Huntchag and R;m}gavnr parties
participated in the event along with the Mustagbal Front, Socialist, §nd Kame_b
parties and the Lebanese Forces. The AGBU had sent representatives. In his
speech the Minister said the Leb A ians were united in recognition of
the Gi ide but had opposite views ing Lebanon’s domestic politics.
Oghassapian visited the Diocese Center, the Huntchag, Ramgavar and AGBU
headquarters. During his visit to the Huntchag headquarters, he said it would
be desirable if all Leb: Al ians living abroad did their electoral duty to
preserve democracy in Lebanon. Ogh pian publicly appealed during a
dinner for Lebanese Armenians residing in Los Angeles to participate in the
elections.'™

In March 2009, Hovig Mekhitarian d wh the Tashnag
Party was present abroad, electoral offices were to be set up with committees
and personnel to register and prepare documents, which were later sent to the
Los Angeles Central Committee. The second office was in Beirut, and there
was coordination between it and the offices of Greece, Germany, France,
Sweden, Canada, USA, Argentina, Australia, and the Gulf countries, Egypt,
Syria, Armenia and Iran. The aim of all these efforts was to restore the
Armenian Bloc. He stated, “through our participants we will create an

precedented number and ish the ities”.'”

On 27 May Diar headlined “The
abroad''” to Beirut, Metn and Zahle”."'

Just a few days before the elections the Tashnag Central Electoral
Committee, in an appeal in 4zrag, wrote “our compatriots who have come
from abroad and have not yet contacted the electoral offices should do so
immediately, to give details of their passport and other information."''?

On 1 June 2009, Pharaon declared, “do the Ar i coming from
abroad know for which plan and against whom they will vote?”'"

Tashnag are bringing 5000 voters from

THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN IN ZAHLE

The Zahle electoral campaign took an early start. As early as 23 February
2009 incumbent MP George Kassardji d the A i Emt on
LBCTV news of interference in the Zahle electoral campaign and asked for its
cessation. " Azzag did not echo his accusation nor give the news. However,
MP Pakradouny, in an interview on Hezballah Manar TV station, announced
Zm:j:l ll!‘f5 Tashnag Party would maintain their alliance with Elias Skaff in

e,

An unofficial estimate of the Zahle electorate was published in A/ Balad
newsspnpe'r on 27 February 2009. The estimate is given below:

unnite

38,470

Shiite 21,895
Greek Catholic 29,561
Maronite 24,713
Greek Orthodox 14,758
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Armenian Orthodox 8,368

Minorities 7,958
Armenian Catholic 1,864
Druze 746
Total 148,333

Balad newspaper in its issue of 27 February mentioned that there was the
possibility of replacing Kassardji on the Elie Skaff, Aoun and Tashnag list in
Zahle with Sahag Andekian, principal of the Anjar Armenian Secondary
School. For the March 14 forces, possible candidates were Antoine
Neshanagian, Gen. Nareg Aprahamian and, as independent, Shant
Chinchinian, and Jean (Vamug’an) Arakelian, who had long served in the Serail
of Zahle in the civil service.""

Shant Chinchinian, born in 1974 in Zahle, had received his primary
education in Armenian and non-Armenian schools of Zahle, was the son of
Mardi hinchinian, a Ramg Azad party ber Mo aminsted
from Bradford University of the UK in international relations. He has been a
member of AGBU, and the principal of its Levon Nazarian School in Sin el
Fil. He also has been the president of the Rotary Club in Zahle and the whole
of the Bekaa.

Gen. Nareg Aprahamian, born in 1953 in Anjar, graduated from the
Sophia Hagopian College in Bourdj Hammoud and did his Bace. 11 in the
Armenian Evangelical College of Beirut. Later he attended the Military School
and eventually became the leader of a Lebanese Army commando unit. In
1989 he supported Gen. Aoun in his fight against the Lebanese Forces: Later
he resigned from the army. He travelled to Armenia and Mountainous
Karabakh. He joined the ranks of the Tashnag Party but was expelled. He
formed the LASA and became its leader.

On 21 March it became known that George Kassardji and Boghos Kurdian
(Chai of the Goldsmith's Syndi had officially registered themselves
as candidates for Zahle''” and on 31 March Dr. Antoine Neshanagian did
likewise.""

There was a delay in the formation of lists, Elias Skaff had a problem with

Sunni didate Assem Arayji, elected on his list in 2005, and
wanted to replace him.'" His list was delayed until he found a Sunnite
candidate to replace Arayji. Arayji, some time later, found a place on the
March 14 list led by MP Nicolas Fattouche. Shiite candidate Hariri-in-law
Mohsen Dalloul tried to get on the March 14 list without success.

Despite rumors that the March 14 list would have no Armenian candidate
on it,"*® Zartonk reported on 9 May that Zahle’s Merjanian Ramgavar Club had
organized a luncheon in Zahle on 1 May. Among those present were MPs
Fattouche, Hagop Kassarjian, as well as the leader of the LASA, Gen.
Aprahamian. MP Kassarjian d the Ramg; Party supported
candidate in Zahle was Gen. Aprahamian.'”’ On 12 May, Zartonk, in another
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report, mentioned that at the AGBU Levon Nazarian School’s dinner at the
Kaslik Century Park Hotel, the school’s principal Sh_anl Chmchmmn,u who was
presenting his candidacy in Zahle, on the March 14 list, was present.

Finally on 17 May 2009 MP Fattouche announced his list in Zahle. It was
headed by himself as Greek Catholic, and included Tony Abo_ll Khater (Greek
Catholic), Assem Arayji (Sunnite), Elie Marouni (Maronite), Okab Sakr
(Shiite), Joseph Saab Ma'alouf (Greek Orthodox) and Shant Chinchinian
(Armenian Orthodox).'”*

Zartonk indirectly ioned why Chinchinian had been selected. It
‘mentioned that according to A/-Hayat newspaper, published in London, this
was due to the efforts of the March 14 lcagership in favor of securing Serge
Toursarkissian's candidacy in Beirut 1.'* The Lebanese Forces would
withdraw their Armenian Catholic candidate in Beirut I in favor of
Toursarkissian, on condition that in Zahle, Chinchinian were selected instead
of Gen. Aprahamian, provided the former gave a written engagement that he
would abide by the decisions of the Lebanese Forces.

Once selected, Chinchinian visited the Huntchag E: ive C i in
their headquarters on 26 May, where he met by MPs Dr. Djeredjian and
Sebouh Kalpakian.'™ On 27 May Chinchinian visited the Tekeyan Center and
had a meeting with the Lebanon District Council of the Ramgavar Azadagan
Party in the presence of MP Kassarjian. The Zahle electoral situation was
discussed, and the District Council expressed its solidarity with Chinchinian.'"*
Zartonk alse wrote an article on Chinchinian, published his picture and
presented him as a “March 14" candidate. So did Ararad.'”’

On 27 May Elias Skaff (Greek Catholic) also declared his list headed by
himself including Fuad Turk (Greek Catholic), Rida elMays (Sunnite), Selim
Aoun (Maronite), Hasan Yasacoub (Shiite), Camille Maalouf (Greek Orthodox)
and George Kassardji (Armenian Orthodox).'**

As of mid-May, and especially after the lists were proclaimed, electoral
activities 1 ified and withd Is of candidacies were regi 1

On 17 May there was a public meeting at the Zahle Tashnag Club in the
presence of Skaff, Maalouf, Kassardji and Dr. Hovnanian.'**

The Tashnag Party held a public meeting on 31 May in Anjar for the Skaff

list. All the candidates, including Kassardji, spoke as well as MP Pakradouny
and Yessayi Havatian.""
. Dr. Neshanagian, accompanied by Skaff, visited the Tashnag Headquarters
in Beirut, where Neshanagian expressed solidarity with the Tashnag political
stand and announced his withdrawal in favor of Kassardji.'' Similarly Aztag
announced that Kurdian had wi!hdrawn‘his candidacy “in favor of the unity of
the Leb Armenian ity.”"** On the other hand, Gen, Aprahamian
wnthxligzw his candidacy in favor of the March 14 list, on which Chinchinian
was.
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THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN IN NORTHERN METN

M Jean (‘ h ian placed an in Zartonk in
September 2008, saying that all those who voted in Metn and had social or
electoral issues could apply to his social services office.'*® This confirmed the
persistent rumors that he was to be a candidate in Northern Metn.

On 17 November 2008 MP Pakradouny declared that their alliance in
Northern Metn with Gen. Aoun would encompass all of Lebanon.'>*

However the electoral activities intensified after MP Michel Murr declared
he would participate in the Metn elections on an independent list. He said he
was a victim of his alliance with Gen. Aoun in 2005, as he had sacrificed his
allies for that alliance. In return theéy had erased his name from their list in
2005. He also stressed on his alliance with the Tashnag Party would be
maintained.”*® Later he added that he would present a list of four names and
that he had begun consultations with the Kataeb Party to form an alliance, but
if he failed, he would present his candidacy with the Tashnag candidate.””

Meanwhile the Tashnag Party hoped to reconcile Gen. Aoun and Murr “as
their dissensions could not be considered a final divorce”. MP Pakradouny said
the Tashnag Party would remain Gen. Aoun’s ally and maintain the alliance
with Murr.”™® This stand was repeated over and over again as the electoral
campaign proceeded.

On 13 February it was announced that Amin Gemayel and Michel Murr
would meet."” On 18 February newspapers wrote a Katacb-Murr electoral
alliance was ripening. The Kataeb would present the candidacy of Sami
Gemayel, the second, surviving son of Amin Gemayel. The latter said he
would not select the remaining candidates of the list."* The next day the leader
of the Lebanese Forces received Antoine Haddad, the vice-president of the
Democratic Renewal Party. Both put forward the question of electoral
alliances in which the Dx ic R | Party, the Leb, Forces and the

Kataeb were the backb of the el | and said they were
heading towards an alliance with Murr. Eddy Abillamah was mentioned as the
Leb, Forces candidate.'' MP Pakradouny declared the reconciliation with

the Kataeb had not been realized. However, their alliance with Murr stood.
Before any reconciliation with the Kataeb, there would be no electoral
cooperation. He said the insult to the Tashnag Party by president Gemayel had
not been erased. They were trying to find a common space between Murr and
Aoun. This statement was made to contradict Murr's earlier declaration that
the Tashnag would join his alliance with the Kataeb Party.'” Instead MP
Pakradouny thought that Murr would not form a list with the Kataeb. He also
added, in case G 1 proposed an A i didate on the Metn list, it
would be more reason for the Tashnags to close ranks and have a fierce
electoral campaign. He said if Murr, Gemayel, the Lebanese Forces, Nassib
Lahoud and a Lebanese Armenian formed a list, they could not be part of such
a list. He added they would also not vote for Sami Gemayel as they had
dissensions with the Kataeb.'**
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Samir Geagea denied information that a difference qf opinion existed
between Gemayel and Murr for the Metn list, and that it was not known
whether the list would be complete or not, and the contacts with the Tashnag

continuing.
Pm{)\nw&“;;arch thchPLCC representative announced on Future TV that they
had allied in Metn with Gen. Aoun and Murr. H . if the parl ary
majority (i.e. the March 14 forces) closed its list by adopting an Armenian
candidate, then they would not vote for Murr but for the complete Gen. Aoun
list** On 13 March the TPLCC rep ive declared their candidate in
Northern Metn would be Hagop Pakradouny (Pakradounian).

On & March Nassib Lahoud said he would be a candidate on the list
supported by the March 14 forces and Murr; this list wo:lxl:i be completed if the
Tashnags. with whom they were in contact, participated.

As the above was the el | situation, Minister Ogh
on 8 March he would not present his candidacy for the 7 June election.'*’
App ly the Metn el | forces opposed to Gen. Aoun had not given him
a place on their list.

A week later, on 15 March, Nassib Lahoud said he refused to participate
on a list in the formation of which he had no say. He later denied Gemayel’s
and Murr's ion that he had withd for p 1 reasons.'*® A month
later, L 'Orient-Le Jour wrote Lahoud did not appreciate Murr's agr
with the Tashnags, to be the only member on the list to receive their votes.'*

On 19 March former president Gemayel declared on LBC TV the
Tashnags might be on both lists in Metn, but if no agreement was reached then
two lists would be formed.*"

Political observers said “if the Armenians side with March 14, then [the
Metn] is guaranteed for March 14, if not, then there will be a battle.”"*'

Diar reaffirmed the Tashnag Party stood firm on its alliance with Gen.
Aoun and Murr.'*

Sami Gemayel visited the Tashnag headquarters on 20 March, but there
was no agreement.'” This was apparent on 23 March when Gen. Aoun
presided a meeting of the opposition parliamentary blocs, his own, those of
Hezballah, Amal, and Skaff as well as Tashnag represented by MP
Pakradouny.'* Later, the TPLCC ive, Mekhitarian, declared what
was sought was the election of their candidate without any contestant (i.e.
tazkieh). 1 this was not done; and another Armenian was proposed, and Murr
had a share in such a situation, the party would not vote for him.'*

On 27 March 2009, Sami Gemayel said negotiations with the Tashnag
Party had not ceased.** An Nahar wrote on 29 March that MP Pakradouny had
asked Gen. Aoun to leave one Greek Orthodox seat on his Metn list in order to
accommodate Murr. As for the ings with Gemayel, Pakrad said, they
were positive, but till 28 March no agreement had been reached, as Tashnags
could not vote for Sami Gemayel in Metn, when March 14 were proposing an
Armenian candidate against them in Zahle. As for the Beirut 1 electoral
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situation, Pakradouny said, they were fortable, as the diffe in the
election of lhelr list with the March 14 forces would be 14, 000 votes more in
their favor."”” On 2 April, former ident Gemayel said ions with the
Tashnags were not running smoolhly.”f‘

On 6 April, L 'Orient-Le Jour confirmed, Amin Gemayel wanted to form a
complete list with an Armenian candidate on it, while Murr wanted to leave
the Armenian seat vacant on their joint list.'”

Gen. Aoun declared on 6 April that he would not agree with the Kataebs
as the gap was great between them, as lheY were against him and had insulted
the Tashnags [in the by-elections of 2007].

At midnight on 7 April 2009, MP Pakradouny was considered elected
without an opponent,'®' as before the deadline Tashnag sympathizer Nazareth
Saboundjian, the treasurer of the Union of Owners of the Industrial sector, had
withdrawn his candidacy in favor of Pakradouny.'™ His candidacy was
presented as a reservist, in case of any mishap.

The TPLCC rep ive said although their candidate had ded.
they would continue their support for the other seven. In Metn, he added,
“there were electoral interests and due to our policy there, people did not dare
to present an Armenian candidate against us. The Tashnag Party will respect
its promises”.

MP Pakradouny telephoned Mini of Interior Ziad Baroud and said as
they had been margmahzed [in the elections of 2005], they had allied with the
opposition forces and that neither the loyalists nor the opposition could impose
political stands on them, as the Pariy took its own decisions.

Meanwhile Amin Gemayel criticized Aoun’s alliance with the Baas Party
and the Syrian National Socialist Party.'® At this stage Emile Emile Lahoud,
son of the former president Emile Lahoud, withdrew in favor of Gen. Aoun’s
list.'™ MP Pakradouny visited former president Lahoud.'"” The former
president’s brother, retired Judge Nasri Lahoud, declared he supported the list
of Gen. Aoun and the Tashnag alliance.'® Murr, who supported Pierre
Ashkar's candldacy on the March 14 list, eventually agreed to the candidacy of
Emile Kana'an.'®

Finally the lists of Metn were officially d. Gen. Aoun declared
the list in his Rabiye residence. The list was composed of Edgar Ma'alouf
(Greek Catholic), Tbrahim Kana’an, Nabil Nicolas, Selim Salhab (Maronites),
Ghassan Moukheiber and Ghassan Rahbani (Greek Onhodox) as well as the
already elected Hagop Pakradouny (Armenian Orthodox).'””

Once more the TPLCC representative clarified the Party’s position. They
would vote for seven candidates, one of whom would be Murr, and they would
consult Gen. Aoun two days before the elections to cancel one Greek Orthodox
name from his list.'”" However, on 24 May the TPLCC representative said
there was uneasiness among Tashnag sympathizers about voting for Murr. The
nmagomsm towards Murr was due to the OTV broadcast of the secret

of about A i by some of his
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municipal council allies done in his absence.'”” The TPLCC would not impose

anything on the ‘geople, but the Lebanese Armenians had always vo!ed for q:’s

Party decision.'” Later, on 27 May, MP Pakradouny reaffirmed this view.
S

On 1 June Pakradouny declared the Party i ‘tovolAingfor
Murr, but this did not mean all the Leb Ar ians were d to
following the Party's decision.'”

On 27 May the March 14 forces d their list. N ites: Sami

Gemayel (Kataeb) and Elie Karame (Kataeb), Eddy Abillamah (Lebanese
Forces), Sarkis Sarkis (independent), Emile Kanaan (independent), Greek
Orthodox: Michel Murr and Elias Moukheiber (independent).'’ The list had
no Armenian candidate as there had been no other than Pakradouny.

Sami Gemayel declared “the fate of the country is at stake in Metn”."”” On
2 June Sami Gemayel'™ and on 4 June Eddy Abillamah'™ visited the
Huntchag Lebanon Executive Body in the presence of Dr. Djeredjian,
Kalpakian and Toursarkissian. The Kataeb MP was returning the visit by a
Huntchag delegation to Amin Gemayel on 19 May 2009. Both sides confirmed
their commitment to vote for the March 14 list in Metn.

Just before the electi MP Pakrad d the Tashnag Party
would vote for Murr and would give equal votes to the two other Greek
Orthodox candidates on the Change and Reform Metn list of Gen. Aoun, rather
than erasing one name.'®” Murr in his turn said he was confident that the list of
the alliance with the March 14 forces in Metn would be elected in its totality.
According to his estimates, the Tashnag Party had 10,000 votes, the Syrian
National Socialist Party 8000, Aoun’s current 12,000 while the Kataeb and the
Lebanese Forces had by themselves 27,000, other than his own voters.'*!

THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN IN BEIRUT

The TPLCC representative Mekhitarian visited Saad Hariri at his
Koraytem residence, on 8 March 2009, meeting him in the presence of MP
Michel Murr, to discuss electoral issues. The Tashnag representative

id the ing “as delayed”, in the sense that they should have met
long before, to settle dissensions and that the meeting was positive."™
According to Murr, as he declared on 12 March on LBC TV, Hariri offered 4
Armenian seats out of 6 to the Tashnags provided they would support the
March 14 current in all electoral districts.1*

On 10 March, a meeting of the Huntchag, Ramgavar, LASA and Beirut
Armenian MPs took place to discuss the electoral situation. The gathering

d its ¥ to the independ and ignty of Lebanon, the

construction of the state, the removal of illegal arms, and the cessation of
terrorism and the revelation of the truth through the International Court on
Leba_nom They decided to di their p ial and unite forces to support
candidates and sides who supported their above-mentioned principles.’

The International Court on Lebanon had begun its work on March 1, 2009.
While the TPLCC representative was visiting Hariri, Tashnag MP Pakradouny
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was in Muscat, where he declared that they would support Gen, Aoun. This
was not well received on the Mustagbal TV news. On 13 March, the Tashnag
Party representative clarified that, although Murr had béen right about Hariri's
offer, he had left out the political content of the meeting, which was much
more important, Furthermore, he said, except for their candidate in Metn,
Hagop Pakradouny, the other candid: were not yet decided.'™

On 17 March the TPLCC representative declared that their reply to Hariri
had two parts: electoral, having to do with the Beirut, Zahle and Metn
Armenian seats, and political. In the end they could not be in a position which
was far from their political orientation. He added there had been an agreement
in Doha for the Beirut Il Armenian seats, one for each side, and the others
were open to contest. He said any potential alliance with Hariri would not
mean that they would become part of the March 14 forces. He added they
would not agree on the presence of another Armenian in Metn and that their
alliance with Gen. Aoun was firm. He said the time had come to have true
representation and an Armenian parliamentary Bloc.'®

On March 14, the March 14 forces held a rally at Biel; all the party chiefs,
Hariri, Gemayel, Geagea and Jumblat, were on the platform, with other leaders
including Kassardjian and Djeredjinn.”7

The pro-March 14 A ian forces (Huntck Ramg Azad:
LASA leaders) and their March 14 Armenian MPs met on 24 March and in 2
declaration said the Armenian candidates on the majority forces (i.e. March
14) lists should be proposed by them. They further added that if this demand
was not respected it would cause their withd | from the electi
(organizational activities and voting)."* Soon after, on 27 March Nadim

yel visited the F hag Party headquarter.

The Minister of the Interior, Baroud, declared the deadline for presenting
candidacies was 7 April and that of withdrawal was 22 April. He further
declared the Lebanese state and the Ministry of Interior kept the same distance
from all sides.

On 29 March at a rally held in the Der Melkonian Theatre of Bourdj
Hammoud, the TPLCC declared its did in the p of Prelate
Bishop Kegham Khacherian, the Armenian Catholic Patriarch's representative
Bishop Vartan Ashkarian, the Armenian  Evangelical community’s

p ive Rev. Sogh Kilaghbian, the Bourdj Hammoud and Anjar
mayors, and the AGBU Lebanon District Committee vice-chairman Garo
Djeghelian (who was present on a personal basis). The candidates were: MP

Hagop Pakradouny, former minister Arthur ian, MP Georges Kassardji,
and i ialist Vrej Sabounjian as A jan Orthod did: and
G ire Kaloust, the principal of the Armenian Catholic Mesrobian School, in

Bourdj Hammoud for the Armenian Cathotic seat.'”

As the deadline to register candidates was nearing its end, the TPLCC
rejected the package deal offered by Hariri. The TPLCC explained its position
through an announcement after giving the historical background of Hariri's
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stand in the 2005 elections. The TPLCC said after the Doha Accord the
Tashnag party had proposed to Huntchag and Ramgavar panic§ that each party
would have one rep ive and the ining three did would be
jointly selected and form one parliamentary bloc, which would be master of its
decisions. At first the three parties had positively responded to the offer but
later had retracted, as they had “engagements that they had to honor with the
Future Current.” That was why the TPLCC had decided to form a bloc of 5
Armenian deputies. They had so informed Hariri on 31 March, adding that
their deputies would have freedom of political choice and not have to follow a
line; they would vote according to their convictions in Beirut, Northern Metn
and Zahle. Furthermore they affirmed their political and electoral alliance with
Gen. Aoun'’s current and Elie Skaff in Zahle.'”'

Hariri's press bureau replied to the Tashnag statement saying that the
Tash had promised lity between March 8 and March 14 forces, but
in the end they had chosen the alliance with Aoun’s current and Skaff.'"?

In the New York Times Robert F. Worth wrote “the main Armenian
political block decided to support Hezballah’s alliance in the coming
parliamentary elections in Lebanon against the pro-American parliamentary
majority. Because of their role as a crucial swing vote, the Armenians could
end up deciding who wins and who loses in what is often described as a proxy
battle between Iran, Hezballah’s patron, and the West.” However, the
Armenians said they were voting with the opposition for reasons that were
entirely local and pragmatic. It offered them full control over the parliamentary
seats in Armenian dominated districts. The other side did not, said Hovig
Mekhitarian, the chairman of the local branch of Tashnag. “We want

did who rep a ity...We are not with the opposition, and
not with the majority.” Mekhitarian said Hariri had not offered enough. “He
wastsrvegljly only offering one seat, and he wanted our support in 15 other
seats,”

Hezballah sources also let it be known that they had known for weeks that
the Tashnags would consolidate their alliance with Aoun, and estimated March
14 forces had been weakened.'™

The TPLCC rep ive later declared their alliance with Aoun’s
current did not mean an alliance with March § forces.'"® He also added the new
development would not affect their alliance with Michel Murr, who had no ties
with Aoun."”

In official st the Huntchag and Ramg; parties said the TPLCC
statement on joint Armenian representation had not been rejected upon the
recommiendation of other sides, that during the talks for the formation of an
Armenian parliamentary bloc, no clear political line had been set, so the issue
had remained clouded and thus was unacceptable.'*”

MP Kassarjian in his turn said they had proposed that the Armenian Bloc
should work join}ly for Armenian matters and interests and the rights of
Lebanese Armenians. Other than that, in Lebanese political matters each
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wquld have the right loAdccide its position and the Tashnag Party had refused
this. Furthermore he said, they had proposed both sides leave their alliances
with March 8 ;md March 14 and form a neutral bloc, but this proposal was also
turned down.'*

On 1 April Gen. Aoun d the list he supported in Beirut L. It was
composed of Issam Abgu Jamra, Nicolas Sehnaoui (Greek Orthodox),
M: d Ashkar (M ), Vrej Sab jian (Armenian Orthodox) and

Gregoire Kaloust (Armenian Catholic),'”

Soon after the Tashnag Party declared its candidates, visits to dignitaries
began. The TPLCC, ied by their did: (Pakradouny, Nazarian,
Kassardji, Sabounjian and Kaloust), successively visited Armenian Catholic
Patriarch, Nerses Bedros XIX (2 April), the president of the Near East Union
of Armenian Evangelical Churches, Rev. Meguerditch Karageuzian (2 April),
Catholicos Aram | of the Cilician See (3 April), Greek Orthodox metropolitan,
Elias Aoude (3 April), and Armenian Orthodox Prelate, Bishop Kegham
Khacherian (6 April). With other members of the list sponsored by Gen. Aoun
in Beirut I, Sabounjian and Kaloust visited Evangelical Community head Rev.
Selim Sahyouni (14 April) and Assyrian Catholic, Assyrian and Chaldean
community leaders (16 April). The Armenian candidates of the Tashnag Party
visited Mufti Rashid Kabbani (15 April) and later with the exception of
Georgezszassardji. visited Greek Catholic Patriarch, Gregoire I11 Laham (17
April).

On 6 April Saad Hariri visited Catholicos Aram I. MP Pakradouny
declared this was a positive step, but they would not change their alliance.™

Hariri said the March 14 forces were continuing their consultation within
the majority forces, had settled numerous points, and would lead the electoral
campaign with united ranks.*"

The March 14 Armenian forces faced some obstacles within the March 14
alliance. The Lebanese Forces Pparty presented the candidacy of Richard
Kouy jian, the dson of the last g (Mutasarif) of the autonomous
region of Mt. Lebanon, in 1912-1915, Hovhaness Pasha Kouyoumjian, for the
Armenian Catholic seat in Beirut | in a much publicized public gathering at
Biel on 4 April 2009 where all the Lebanese Forces candidates were
announced.”™

It was rumoured he had been brought from abroad to. present his
candidacy. MP Michel Ph whose | relations with MP Kassarjian
were tense, as speculated, p d the candidacy of Sebouh Mkhjian for one
of ‘the Armenian Orthodox seats in Beirut 1™ The Ramgavar leadership

d the didacy of Mkhjian. This and various other factors led to the
withdrawal of Kassarjian as candidate of the Ramgavars.>™ On 6 April 2009
the Lebanese District Council of the Ramgavar Azadagan Party, in the
presence of Kassarjian, decided that \ Aini: Jean Ogt pi: ithough not a
Party member, would be the Party candidate for the Beirut 1 Armenian
Orthodox seat.™
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The Lebanese Forces, stand created some tension within the Ramgavar
and Huntchag Party leaderships, who supported the incumbent Armenian
Catholic MP Serge Toursarkissian "’ The latter maintained that a person

k to the ity and imported from abroad could not represent the
Armenian Catholic ity

On 7 April, the Huntchag Party Lebanon Executive Body and candidate
Sebouh Kalkapian visited Armenian Catholic Patriarch Nerses XIX. They
informed him that they had proposed Toursarklssmn as Armenian Catholic

didate and d d the 1 of non-Ar i for an Armenian

PP

seat.””

On 8§ April, the Huntchag Party delegation led by its Central Council
President Setrag Adjemian, accompanied by MP Djeredjian, Lebanese
Exccuuvc Body Chairman Dr. Mardig Jamgotchian and Beirut II party
Ipakian, visited Catholicos Aram I and exchanged their points of

. 210
view concerning the elections. and olher matters,

After the deadline for sut of candidi it b clear that the
following had p d their didacies for the A ian seats in
parliament.”"

Beirut I, Armenian Orthodox seat: Jean Ogh ian, Vrej Sabounj

Garabed Haroutounian, Sebouh Mkhdjian, Diran Sarkissian.
Beirut II, Armenian Catholic seat: Serge Toursarknssmn Gregoire Kaloust,

Fuad Karkour, Michel Kh ian, Richard Kouy
Beirut 1, Armenian Orthodox sca( Sebouh Kalpaklan, Arthur Nazanan,
Alain Balian, Raffi Mad y , Mardi gotchian, Hagop Guergeurian,
Beirut 111 E 1i scat (E: licals, Arabs or Armenians) Bassem

Shab, George Ishkhanian and Donald Babiki;

Metn, Armenian Orthodox seat: Hagop Pakradouny and Nazareth
Sabounjian

Zahle, Armenian Orthodox seat: Georges K. dji, Antoine Nest i
Nareg Aprahamian, Varoujan Arakelian, Boghos Kurdian, Eddy Demirjian,
Shant Chinchinian, Setrag Havatian.

The Tashnag, Huntchag and Ramgavar parties had ptesemed substitute
reserve candidates just in case of any mishaps or last-mi

Among the new candidates Sebouh Kalpakian was born in Beirut in 1960
and had been educated in the Jesuit St. Gregoire |'llluminateur School in
Beirut and Armenia’s Fine Arts and Theatre Institute in Yerevan, For 20 years
he had been the principal of the Sahag Mesrobian-Roupinian School in Beirut.

For 13 years he had been the chai of the Leb; E ive Body of the
Humchag Party. He had then emi to Australia. He had d to be a
His candidacy was proposed for the seat in Beirut [1.2"*
The Tashnag Party Cenlral C ittee on 10 April adopted the candid:

of George Ishkhanian, for the Beirut T Evangchcal seat, after his visit to the
TPLCC headquarters. Ishkhanian, born in Beirut in 1963, was on the First
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Armenian Evangelical Church Board of Managers. He had been the chairman
of the Armenian Evangelical Youth Union and was a trader.*”

Donald Babikian worked at the American University Hospital as dietary
quality coordinator. He was bomn in 1966, and after graduating from the
Armemnn Evangellcal College. eamed a B.S. from AUB. He entered the

1 45 anind
On 11 April Kassaljlan visited Hariri and i i him that for p |
reasons’'* he had resigned his candidacy and d the adoption of his
dation of Ogh ’s didacy by the Ramg; District
Council *'*

In his Easter sermon on 12 April Catholicos Aram | said there was a
culture of inner dissensions in Lebanon and that sharp, political divisions had
deepened. He advised the Armenian political parties to stay away from such a
culture. He further advised Armenian candidates who would be deputies or
ministers that their persons were means and not ends and that in order to
represent the community they should enjoy the solidarity and confidence of the

He luded that the Ar i as one of the 7 main
oommunmes, had always stood for their rights and duties, and for the unity,
independence, mtegmy and sovereignty of Lebanon and would continue to
stand by Lebanon.

On 15 April the Ramgavar Azadagan District Council, accompanied by
MP Kassarpan, vnsnted chanm Forces leader Samir Geagea and discussed

1 issues. The ds itted to the Leb Forces leader their
unyielding attitude in mlslmn to the Ashrafieh (Beirut 1) and Zahle Armenian
candidates and their refusal to accept the nomination of Armenian candidates
other than those nominated by the Armenian forces in the March 14 group.
Geagea reiterated his position and the matter was not resolved.”!”

On 14 April, the Huntchag Executive Body Delegation in its turn,
accompanied by MPs Dr. Djeredjian and Kalpakian, visited Geagea and
discussed the same issues and transmitted its view that the Party could not
accept that non-Armenian parties and currents propose candidates for
Armeman seats. The same day the delegation met with Hariri. 2

and T i met Pharaon on 17 April
Toursarklssxan. who had visited Patriarch Nerses Bedroas XIX the prevlous
day, 2 visited Patriarch Sfeir and declared he would mail his y
till the end ™'

On the same day the A i thohc- i declared it was at an
equal distance from all candidates.”

The Lebanese Forces stood firm in maintaining Richard Kouyoumjian's
candidacy and on various occasions declared it had no intention of
withdrawing him*** Efforts were made to settle the Armenian Catholic
candidate issue on the March 14 list in Beirut 1.

On 21 April the Huntchag Party Lebanon Executive Body announced it
had proposed Serge Toursarkissian as its candidate in Beirut L. * On the same
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day a party delegation including Dr. Djeredjian, Kalpakian and Toursarkissian
visited Pharaon, presented the Party candidate, g?rj\d declared their total support
for the Ramgavar Party candidate Oghassapian.™ ’

March 14 supported Nayla Tueni, daughter of the assassinated MP Gebran
Tueni, and granddaughter of MPs Ghassan Tueni and Murr, announgcd her
electoral program on 21 April in Ashrafich. Arg&ng those present during hr?r
meeting were Oghassapian and Toursarkissian.™ Kouyoumjian declared ,h's
candidacy was firm and final and that he represented the Lebanese Armenian
community as others did.™" _ s .

On 21 April Pharaon met Tueni and Nadim Gemayel.™ On 22 April
Oghassapian declared that iati were underway within the March 14
forces to finalize the electoral lot of Beirut I and that the Mm:gh 14 Armenian
forces held firmly to Toursarkissian’s candidacy in Beirut ] H»owevcr, the
next day Kouyoumjian declared he was maintaining his candidacy.” 2

To respect the Doha Agreement, Hezballah candidate Amin Sherri (Shiite)
withdrew his candidacy in Beirut Il in favor of Amal's candidate. >
Furthermore, for the same purpose, Hezballah persuaded Raffi Madeyan to
withdraw his candidacy in Beirut 117" hardly a week after the latter had
declared his electoral program on 17 April at the Coral Beach Hotel

The agreement reached on Beirut Il at Doha was respected. There were no
other candidates but those agreed upon by rival groups.

On 23 April 2009 4ztag headlined *“Arthur Nazarian, Armenian
parliamentary bloc’s second elected member”, while Ararad headlined
“Huntchag party did: de Sebouh Kalpakian, deputy of the
Lebanese parliamcnl."m

After his election as an MP in Beirut I, Nazarian met President Sleiman
on 8 May.”* However, both the Sunnite and Shiite candidates in Beirut Il
faced challenges by other candid:

The campaign was carried out on the television networks as well as
directly and indirectly. On 8 April MTV had started its programs. and on 24
April OTV of Gen. Aoun's Current started to give Armenian news at 4:30, the
same time as the Future TV's Armenian news.”* Also Radio Voice of Van of
the Tghnag Party and Radio Sevan, were important tools in the electoral
campaign,

L 'Orient-Le Jour on 25 Agril 2009 headlined the “Armenian knot fetters
the March 14 list in Beirut 17

The French language newspaper spoke of difficulties in the formation of
the Zahlé and Beirut [ March 14 lists. In the case of Zahlé LASA leader Gen.
Aprahamian was mentioned, but his choice was not finalized. As to Beirut
the list formed by Tueni, Gemayel and Pharaon initially was to be completed
in accord with all the A ian parties; h as the dialogue b the
Tashnag Party and March 14 forces was interrupted and Gen. Aoun's list
proclaimed in Beirut 1, the two candidates had to be from the Huntchag and
Ramgavar parties, T issian and Oghassapi ively. On the other

P
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hand, as the Lebanese Forces had p i the didacy of Kouy jian for
the Armenian Catholic seat and then Pharaon had presented Mkhjian. The
Huntchag and Ramgavar parties had then told the March 14 forces they would
not withdraw their canditates in Beirut I and, if they were not placed on the
majority’s list, the two parties would boycott the elections in other electoral
districts.™* Due to intensified political contacts, Phargon had withdrawn
Mkhjian. H , the Leb Forces p in
Kouyoumjian. Contacts were inuing to find a solution to the problem as
the persistence of Kouyoumjian would bring forth the victory of the Tashnag
candidate and move some voters to vote against the candidate seen as nearest
to the Lebanese Forces.™”

The next day Toursarkissian said the pro-March 14 Armenian voters
would boycott the elections in Metn and Zahlé if their candidates were not
placed on March 14 lists.**"

In April Ararad reported that according to a last minute agreement the
Lebanese Forces would withdraw Kouyoumjian but would }7re<em for the
Zahlé Armenian seat a candidate who enjoyed their approval. sssaplan
also stressed they supported and stood firm by Toursar‘k:ssmn = Ararad
reported on 3 May that Kouyoumjian had declared he would support
Toursarkxssaan if he withdrew his candxdacy ' On 4 May 2009, Al-

gbal in its pag headlines indicated the Armcmanafarhcs allied
with March 14 forces stood firm on Toursarkissian’s candidacy.”

On 5 May a communique published in Ararad indicated that the
Armenian currents cooperah'ng with March 14 forces confirmed their support
for Toursarkissian in Beirut | and Aprahamian in Zahle, The Humchag.

Ramgavar and LASA rep firmed that candid; joying their
support should be taken on March 14 lists.**
A public meeting took place on 4 May in Ash h with Tueni, Gemayel,

Pharaon and Oghassapian on the platform without an Armenian Catholic
candidate.”*

Newspapers stated on 6 May that Hariri and Geagea had reached an

21 to withd Kouy jian in fayor of Toursarkissian.>*’ However,
soon afterwards Kouyoumjian denied the existence of such an agreement,”
and Toutsarlussmn after a visit to Metropolitan Aoudé, said he maintained his
candidacy.™*

Efforts intensified to find a solution to this probl Nadim G 1
visited Samir Geagea at Me’areb and said the matter of the Armenian Catholic
sea( would be settled soon.”*" Both candidates, Toursarkissian and

declared lhal the i of the March 14 political
fom werc above all olher things.”*' On 15 May the problem was not settled
yet and Pharaon said the friction over the Armenian Catholic seat should
cease. " Pharaon, Oghassapian, Gemayel and Tueni met with a great number
of Beirut 1 families at the resid of the Minister of Inft ion, Mitri, in
Ashrafieh.*
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Earlier MP Antoine Zahra of the Lebanese Forces had said the issue would
be settled soon.”* . . -

On 16 May the Huntchag Party, in a show 9f force, organized a pub‘hc
gathering at the former Sahagian playing field in the pm§e_ncg of deputies
Djeredjian, Kalpakian, Kassarjian, Ogt ,: and T k as \yell as
Huntchag and Ramsavar leaders, Ara Sisserian and the candidate of Beirut 11,
Nouhad Mashnouk.™*

On 17 May MP Pakradouny and Ogh pian were guests of Marcel
Ghanem on LBC’s Kalam el Nas program. Nahar wrote on 19 May that by
adapting the candidacy in Zahlé of Chinchinian, who was close to the
Lebanese Forces, it would be possible that the Lebanese Forces would

ithdraw the candidacy of Kouy w56

Toursarkissian declared he was the Huntch didate and that this Party
was one of the forces within the March 14 alliance.””’ Kalpakian and
Toursarkissian visited Bishop Boulos Matar and discussed electoral issues.”**

On 20 May Geagea declared he had sent a balanced and good proposal to
the March 14 Armenian parties concerning the Beirut I Armenian Catholic
seat”™ The next day Geagea officially announced the withdrawal of
Kouyoumjian in favor of the March 14 forces in a press conference in
Mea’rab. ™ The Huntchag Party Lebanon Executive Body welcomed and
praised the decision of Geagea in'a speg‘j?l iqué.*® Ogt ian also

s e |26

On 23 May Pharaon, Tueni and Gemayel visited Geagea. Pharaon
expressed regret that some Armenians who had entered into the ranks of the
March 8 forces and distanced themselves from their tradition of supporting the
presidency and symbols of the state were taking steps against the lawful
authorities. He also added with the inclusion of Toursarkissian in their list, the
Beirut | list was compleu:cl.z'/’3

The Beirut | list, after its completion, held a public meeting on 22 May in
the Beydoun Quarter of Ashrafieh. There the candidates emphasized on
coexistence in Lebanon, away from the threat of arms. Tueni and Oghassapian
criticized the reference of Hezballah leader Hassan Nassrallah to 7 May 2008
as being a glorious day for the resi Pharaon deplored the pai
against the President of the Republic®® and emphasized that 7 June was as
important as 14 March 2005 in its impact on the future of Lebanon.**®

On 27 May the Beirut I list of March 14 forces was officially announced
by Pharaon. During the gathering Tueni said the only arms in Lebanon should
be those of the army and illegal arms should be handed over to the authorities.
Gemayel welcomed Gen. Aoun’s visit to Ashrafieh, but he hoped he would not
bring Iran's and Hezballah’s plans there.”™ The list had a joint public meeting
in Karm el Zeitoun on 28 May *"’

. W}:ile the March 14 forces were in the above-mentioned difficulties in

g the A ian Catholic didate on their list, the Tashnag Party
went full steam ahead in organizing small- and large-scale public gatherings in
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the presence of their candidates. There were gatherings for Armenian unions,

iations and d inations (15 April), with Armenian physicians, dentists,
lawyers, 3‘,‘;3'5 and academics (16 April), with school principals and teachers
(28 April),” for the youth and students (30 April)**” both at Hotel Promenade,
Zalka.,% public meeting was held on 8 May at Bourdj Hammoud's Arin
Center” and on 1”3 May a meeting at the Municipality Football Court of
Bourdj Hammoud.” ' On 15 May a meeting was held opposite the Karekin
Nijteh Club’™ and on 17 May opposite the Karm el Zeitoun Tashnag club.*?
The Beirut | Tashnag Party candidates, Vrej Sabounjian and Gregoire Kaloust,
participated in the public meetings organized b?' Gen. Aoun's Current in
Dekwaneh on 11 May*™ and in Rmeil on 9 May”™ and 17 May*"® In the May
9 ing didate Sabounji: lluding to the ion of the Armenian
Catholic candidate in the March 14 list, said, “in the past Koraytem appointed
the rival list’s Armenian candidates and now it's Mea’rab”.””’ In a meeting, at
the Le Gabriel Hotel of Ashrafieh, Kaloust declared, *if we are successful, we
shall also try to obtain the rights of the Protestants and Minorities”””> MP
Nabil Nicola, in his tumn, said “Gen. Aoun will not ask the Tashnag Party not
to vote for Murr as he respects his allies.™ ™ On 19 May a meeting was held on
the campus of the Souren Khanamirian school in Fanar, in the presence of
1000 people,“0 On 22 May two meetings were held at the Mansourich club of
the National Free Current and at Rawda,”* On 26 May a meeting was held at
the Azad d Club in Ast The p of former MP Michel Sassin,
who earlier had indicated he would present his candidacy but had not, was
noted at some of the meetings.*™ On 28 May Gen. Aoun was presented o a
large gathering in Ashrafich, along with the Beirut I candidates he
supported.”

Visits also continued; on 7 May 2009 a Ramgavar Azadagan Lebanese
District Council delegation led by Chai Dr. Dakessian, i bent MP
Kassarjian and didate Ogh ian met Catholi Aram 1. Among the
items discussed were the party’s plans and role in the election.”™ On the same
day visits by the same Party were also made to the Mufti of the Republic,
Sheikh Mohammad Rashid Kabbani, Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Elias
Aoude ™ and on 22 May they visited Patriarch Sfeir and Bishop Boulos
Matar. Meanwhile MPs Pnkmdounzé and Nazarian visited speaker Berry on 26
May, discussing electoral issues.”™® On 29 May Beirut | candidates visited
former Mini Jacques Joukhadarian, who declared his full solidarity with
them.2*’

Before the Beirut I March 14 forces list was officially announced, at the
Nejmeh Sports Court Saad Hariri proclaimed the Beirut [l March 14 forces
list, composed of himself, Tammam Salam, Mohammad Kabbani, Ammar
Houry, Imad Hout (Sunnite), Ghazi Aridi (Druze), Atef Majdalani (Greek
Orthodox), Ghazi Youssef (Shiite), Bassem Shab (Protestant) and Nabil de
Freige (minorities). Hariri said in Beirut Il the candidate Sebouh Kalpakian
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was already elected as he had no competitors and the Sunnite candidate was
Nouhad Mashnouk.* Lik 119

The opposition’s Beirut I1I list was declared at the Safir Heliopolitan
Hotel. It was composed of Behaeddine Itani, Khaled Daouk, Omar Ghandour,
Abdel Nasser Jabri, Ibrahim Halabi (Sunnites), Rafik Nasrallah (Shiite), Ghazi
Mounzer (Druze), Najah Wakim (Greek Ql:l)hodox). Georges Ishkhanian
(Protestant) and Raymond Asmar (mix’mrities).‘li

During the declaration of this list two promi Armenian o
Me Kasbar Derderian and Megerditch Tahoulakian were present.” George
Ishkhanian was present at all the public meetings organized by the Tashnag
Party in Beirut I and Metn.”*!

On 26 May the March 14 forces issued a joint declaration restating their
tenets, signed by 100 prominent leaders, party leaders or MPs. Among the
signatories were: Amin Gemayel, Farid Mekari, Walid Joumblat, Saad Hariri,
Samir Geagea, Elias Attalah, Dory Chamoun, Carlos Edde, Boutros Harb,
Mohammad Safadi, Michel Pharaon and Bassem Sabeh. The Armenian
signatories on the list were, in their order of app Jean Ogkh pian, Dr,
Yeghig Djeredjian, Sebouh Kg?lpakian. Serge Toursarkissian, Shant
Chinchinian and Hagop Kassarjian.”

On 28 May in a meeting at the Syriac Quarter, Pharaon said that the day
Gen. Aoun had come to his ing in Ashrafiech, Hezballah had paraded in
Sassine square. He said the majority MPs were accused of corruption, but it
was the allies of Gen. Aoun who were corrupt. It was for this reason that Gen.
Abou Jamra was withdrawn from Merjayoun, where he had tried to enter the
opposition list, and as a consolation he was given a place in Ashrafich.””

Once the March 14 list was officiall d, the R Azad
Party organized a meeting on 29 May at the Tekeyan Club in the presence of
Pharaon, Tueni, Gemayel, Oghassapian, Toursarkissian, Kassarjian,
Kalpakian, Dr. Djeredjian, and Gen. Aprahamian as well as Kou;;?umjian. The
latter was applauded for withdrawing in favor of Toursarkissian.

A meeting of the Beirut 1 list took place on 3 June near the Al Saydé

church in Ashrafich, with all the did present. Ogt ian said their
P not satisfied with the * llation” and “liberation”™ battles, were
leading a third battle.”*
The Tashnag Party also held a public ing at the H
Aghpalian Center on 29 May 2009. The p of Leb A ians from
abroad was noted. A speaker rei d they had proposed to the Huntch

and Ramgavars that each appoint a candidate and select the other three jointly,
but they had refused saying they were not free to accept the proposal, and
suddenly they decided to withdraw their candidate (i.e. Kassarjian) and select
another candidate (Oghassapian), sticking the party's name on him.”*® Earlier
at the 26 May ing in Ash h Avo Gidanian, of the TPLCC said their
opponents thought that by taking away the representation of Lebanese
Armenians they would weaken the Tashnag Party, but they had failed. Others
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thought to secure seats the Tashnag Party would change allies, bul the Pany
would not betray those who had shown fid and P

them, ,9(70 the degree of refusing to participate in the government without
them.”

Recriminations came also from the editor of Ararad, who wrote that the
Huntchag Party had fought for the independence of Arab countries and had
been persecuted. They had been termed opposition members and leftists. He
added that they had refused parliamentary seats and had opposed the
authorities, often gaining their enmity and persecution. They had refused to
join and cooperate with colonial powers and parties, but had been with the
national forces of the country. He added this cannot be said about the Tashnag
Party. They had cooperated with the authorities, who were surviving with the
aid of foreign states, and thus were classified among the anti-national forces of
Lebanon. The Tashnags, with political opportunities, had stood with imported
policics and the authorities who had implemented these policies. So it was not
surpnsm&) that the Huntchag Party enjoyed respect and their current
position.

As the Election Day approached, the Beirut I Free Decision List (March
14 forces) visited Catholicos Aram I and Armenian Catholic Patriarch Nerses-
Bedros XIX on 1 June 2009.*”

The Tashnag Party organized a huge public rally in the presence of
thousands on 4 June 2009 at the Zavarian Sports Field. The Armenian
candidates of the party in Metn, Beirut I and Zahlé were present. During the
rally the TPLCC representative said in his speech “on June 7 the Lebanese
Armenians by their votes shall get their rights and shall reinstate the Armenian
Parliamentary Bloc”."*

Stncl measures \vere uken by the government to organize proper

] No el ity was allowed the day preceding the elections.
The army commander—m-chlef Gen. Kahwaji, asked the troops to act firmly if
a conflict developed on election day.
Foreign observers were on the ground; former USA president Jimmy
Carter, (he European obscrver head Jose lgnacm Sala Franca, Robin Carnahan
the National and chs Aubin de la
Mmuzncm, leading the Fr ph observers’ del 2 The Presid
of the Republic said the recently formed Constitutional Council should act
with complete lmparhahty. as he took their oath at the presidential palace. He

reiterated the state and its institutions and ad ion were impartial in the
elections.™

However, the international news media spoke nf money pouring into
Lebanon to buy votes. It was reported lran i and Saudl

hallah 3 A7

Arabia financed candidates running agamst
$750,000,000 being spent in Lebanon.”

The elections were held in all Lebanon in one day, on Sunday 7 June
2009, 7a.m. to 7p.m., in a generally calm atmosphere.
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The official results in the electoral digﬂtricls in which the Armenians
participated with candidates were as follows:™
Beirut | — Number of registered voters 92,764, those who actually voted

37,284, i.e. 40%.

Nayla Tueni 19,985
Michel Pharaon 19,742
Nadim Gemayel 19,340
Jean Oghassapian 19,317
Serge Toursarkissian 19,281
Massoud Ashkar 17,209
Gregoire Kaloust 16,817
Vrej Sabounjian 16,778
Nicolas Sahnaoui 16,730
Issam Abou Jamra 16,421

The Armenian Catholic candidates whose names had not been erased from
the candidates’ list received a few votes: Karkour 7, Kouyoumjian 5,
Khorozian 2. As for the Armenian Orthodox, Diran Sarkissian got 13 votes
and Garo Haroutiounian 2.

Beirut I - Number of registered voters 101,787, those who actually voted
27,787, i.e. 27%.%

Nouhad Mashnouk 16,583
Hani Qubaysi 15,126
Adnan Arakji 8,071
Abbas Yaghi 195

Beirut 111 - Number of registered voters 252,165, those who actually voted
103,243, i.e. 40%.%

Saad Hariri 78382
Tammam Salam 76,925
Ghazi Aridi 76,792
Basem Shab 76,510
Mohammad Kabbani 76,448
Nabil de Freige 76,431
Ghazi Youssef 76,410
Ammar Houri 76,201
Atef Majdalani 76.133
Imad Hout 75,954
Rafik Nasrallah 22,177
Najah Wakim 21,921
Omar Ghandour 21,703
Behaeddine Itani 21,507
Raymond Asmar 21,362

Abdel Nasser Jibri 21,103
Mohammad Daouk 21,100

366

digitised by ARAR®@



Ibrahim Halabi 21,050
George Ishkhanian 21,041
Ghazi Mounzer 20,860

Donald Babikian received 71 votes.*'"

Northern Metn - Number of re;
voted 96,748, i.e. 56%.’""

gistered voters 170,744, those who actually

In Zahlé, the number of registered voters was 158,005 of whom 56%

Ibrahim Kanaan 49,147
Michel Murr 48,953
Selim Salhab 48,673
Edgard Ma'alouf 48,577
Sami Gemayel 47,688
Ghassan Moukheiber 46,874
Ghassan Rahbani 46,204
Ghassan Ashkar 45,759
Sarkis Sarkis 45,252
Emile Kana’an 44,602
Elie Karamé 44 543
Eddy Abillama 44,425
Fuad AbouNader 1997
voted.”"?
Elie Marouni 49,328
Oukab Sakr 49,283
Shant Chinchinian 48,527
Issam Arayji 48,464
Joseph Maalouf 48,288
Tony Abou Khater 48,019
Nicolas Fattouche 47,709
Elias Skaff 42,975
Camille Maalouf 41,643
Georges Kassardji 41,512
Selim Aoun 41,064
Fuad Turk 40,459
Hassan Yaacoub 40,463
Rida EI Mays 40,064
Magda Breidi 1966
Varoujan Arakelian 1304
Naji Skaff 1272

As for the Armenian candidates whose names were on the list of registered

h they had with
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of votes: Aprahamian 19, Kurdian 12, Neshanagian 4 and Havatian no
votes.”

The low turnout in Beirut 11 was explained by the fact that Sebouh
Kalpakian and Arthur Nazarian were already considered elected, as no one
opposed them.

The Beirut I, Beirut I1I and Zahlé March 14 forces candidates were elected
as MPs. In Northern Metn Gen. Aoun's National Free Current list won, with
the exception of two seats won by Michel Murr and Sami Gemayel.

The TPLCC representative declared in Beirut I 6740 Armenians had
voted, 5026 (i.e. 74.57%) in their favor and 1714 (i.e. 25.43%) for the March
14 lists. In Metn out of 13,700 Armenian voters 10,900 voted in favor of the
Tashnag allies, and out of their 10,900 votes Murr had obtained 2200 votes
(i.e. 20%).*"* In Zahlé electoral district 80% of the Armenian votes had gone to
the Tashnag candidate.”'

The newspapers commented on the results as follows: -

L ‘Orient-Le Jour: “Rebelote pour le 14 Mars, test reussi pour la
democratie. La majorité remporte prés de 70 sieges. Achrafieh dit “non” a
Aoun, le CPL conserve Kesrouan et Jbeil. Siniora tripomphe a Saida et Zahle
bascule dans le camp loyalistes.”'®

The Daily Star — “March 14 coalition retains majority after parliamentary
elections, oppositi de defeat, accept “will of people.
Lebanon’s elections day relatively calm despite some minor security
incidents”.*"”

Aztag — “The parliamentary elections of Lebanon took place.
Unprecedented ~ Armenian  participation by  the leadership  of
Tashnagtsoutioun.”"*

Zartonk — “Tashnagtsoutioun’s Armenian Bloc 2 seats without
competitors, by tezki'a, and March 14 Armenian forces 3 elected and one
without competitor, tezki‘a deputies.”"?

Ararad - “Saad Hariri. The main victor of the elections became Lebanon.
The majority of the Leb people med their fid: in the
March 14 forces.”*"

Detailed results were published in the papers some time after the

elections. As these are of particular interest, the results concerning _the
1 : B 321

members of the lists which included A did are given below.
Beirut 1

Quarters # of registered voters  Actual voters Percentage
Asln'aﬁeh 53,904 23,620 43.8%

Rn_ml 29,452 10,495 35.6%

Saifi y 9411 3253 34.6%
Officials 75 75 100%

Total 92,843 37,443 40.3%
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Quarters Tueni Pharaon Gemayel  Ogk i Te

Ashrafich 12,649 12,545 12,265 12,249 12.241
Rmeil 5345 5234 5150 5148 5116
Saifi 1952 1922 1887 1879 1886
Officials 39 41 38 41 38
Quarters AbouwJamra  Sahnaoui  Ashkar Sabounjian Kaloust
Ashrafich 10,305 10463 10,777 10,532 10,522
Rmeil 4,889 4,991 5,098 4,981 5,035
Saifi 1,194 1,294 1.301 1,235 1,229
Officials 33 30 33 30 31

Voting according to the communities.
Comm. Registered Actual % Opp. % Loyal. %

voters voters voters voters
Gr. Orth. 24,072 11,250 46.7% 4550 404% 6360 23.1%
Arm. Orth. 15,637 5,100 32.6% 3750 73.5% 1,180 56.5%
Arm. Cath. 5487 1,700 31.0% 1050 61.8% 590 347%
Protestants 1,046 150 143% 100 66.7% 40 26.7%
Syr.Cath. 9,955 3200 32.1% 1500 469% 1,640 513%
Sunnite 6,713 3,700 55.1% 481 13.0% 3,073 83.1%
Shiite 1,842 950 51.6% 840 88.4% 100 10.5%

Gr. Cath. 12,245 4,600 37.6% 1820 39.6% 2650 57.6%
Maronite 15,668 6,793 434% 2700 39.7% 3900 57.4%
Others 177 0

Voting according to total Christian, Sunnite and Shiite voters
Chi

ristians Sunnites Shiites Total
Registered Voters 84110 6713 1842 92842
Actual Voters 32793 3700 950 37443
Percentage 39% 55.1% 51.6% 40.3%
Nayla Tueni 51.5% 82.8% 10.5% 53.4%
Michel Pharaon 50.8% 83.0% 10.7% 52.7%
Nadim Gemayel 49.7% 81.8% 9.3% 51.7%
Jean Oghassapian 49.5% 82.7% 10.1% 51.6%
Serge Toursarkissian 49.4% 82.7% 10.0% 51.5%
Massoud Ashkar 48.2% 13.9% 89.1% 46.0%
Gregoire Kaloust 47.0% 13.6% 88.2% 44.9%
Vrej Sabounjian 46.9% 13.5% 88.4% 44.8%
Issam Abou Jamra  45.8% 13.7% 88.6% 43.9%

It is clear from the above that, with the exception of the Armenian
communmes. the majority of Christians voted for the March 14 forces. The
of ites voted for the March 14 forces, while the

crushmg majority of Shiites voted for the opposition list.
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Beirut I'7
As the Armenian candidates were already elected, the number of

Armenian voters was not significant.

Community # of registered # of actual voters % voters
Armenian Orthodox 26,108 1708 6.5%
Armenian Catholic 2977 196 6.6%
Protestants 2017 106 53%
The Armenian voters voted as follows:

Orthodox Catholic Protestant
Mashnouk 1353 140 92
Arakji 144 30 3
Qubaysi 1247 130 69

As can be seen from above, the Armenian voters voted for the agreed
candidates of March 14 and March 8. The Protestant votes include non-
Armenians,

Beirut IIP*

The registered Armenian voters numbered 6400, of whom only 475 voted
i.e. 7.4%, Of these 240 voted for Hariri's list, i.e. 50.5%, and 180 for the
oppositions list, i.e. 37.9%. As for the Protestants (Armenian and non-
Armenian), out of 2500 registered voters 250 voted, i.e. 10%, of these 150
voted for Hariri's list, i.e. 60%, and 60 for the opposition, i.e. 24%.

Below is a comparison of the percentages of the votes obtained by the
Protestant candidates.
Candidates Christian ~ Sunnite&Druze Shiite Jewish Total
Bassem Shab  51.4% 87.8% 84% 100% 73.3%
G. Ishkhanian  37.2% 5.8% 87.6% 0% 20.2%

As can be seen, the great majority of the Sunnites voted for the Hariri list,
and the great majority of the Shiites for the apposition list. The majority of the
Christians also voted for Hariri’s list. Out of 4900 Jewish voters only 5 voted.
All 5 voted for Hariri's list.

Northern Metn'*
Although the Tashnag candxdate was alneady elected as he had no
the A par d in the electi as can be

seen from the Bourdj Hammoud resul!s

Below are the detailed results of Ibrahim Kana’an, Sami Gemayel and
Michel Murr.

Township # of reg. voters. Actual voters% Kanaan Gemayel Murr

Abou Mizen 26 20 769 19 4

Amelias‘ 4330 2623 606 1496 1080 1137

Beteghrin 3003 2222 740 620 1514 1742

Beharsaf 770 622 808 138 374 367
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Bourdj Hammoud
Broummana
Biskanta (south)
Biskanta (north)
Bessalim

Ba'abdat

Beknaya

Bickfaya

Benabil

Boushrieh

Biakout

Beit el Shaar

Beit Kikko

Beit Shabab Tahtani
Beit Shebab Fawkani
Beit Mery

Jdeidé

Jal el Dib

Jiwar

Jora’tel Ballout
Himlaya

Khale el Mtein
Khenshara
Dekwane

Douar

Deir Shamra
Dashounieh

Dick el Mehdi
Rabiyé

Roumiyé

Zabougha

Zar'oun

Zeghrin

Zakrit

Zalka

Zouk el Kherab
Sakiyet el Misk

Sed Boushriyeh
Safila

Sin el Fil Balda

Sin El Fil Jisr El Basha
Sin el Fil Hay Jedid
Sinel Fil Hay el Harj
Shawiya el Quneitra

37,834 15226 40.2

3075 1618 52,6
3302 2145 65.0
3151 2145 684

1013 749 73.9
2109 1181 560

652 433 66.4
4642 2128 458
108 76 70.4
7304 4385 60.0

597 454 76.0
893 5717 64.6
346 179 51.7

4369 2081 476
1278 817 63.9
3567 1977 554
4216 2546 604
4003 2377 594

555 368 66.3
784 502 64.0
1001 669 66.8
246 210 854
2600 1652 635
3918 2542 649
815 624 76.6
192 171 89.1
128 117 914
484 280 57.9
426 220 51.6
1749 1116  63.8
610 385 63.1
607 337 555
322 222 68.9
898 635 70.7
2386 1614 67.6
1468 771 52.5

1537 1055 68.6
6121 3717 60.7
218 194 89.0
4658 2819 605
1662 955 57.5
1458 697 47.8

1288 790 61.3
581 544 592
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Sharin

Shoya

Shoueir

Debayé

Dahr el Siwan
Atshané

Amarat Shalhoub
Awkar

Airoun

Ain el Teffaha

Ain el Khourouba
Ain el Zeitouné

Ain el Sindiyena

Ain el Safsaf

Ain el Goubour

Ain Saadé

Ain A’ar

Ain Alak

Aintoura

Ayoun

Ghabal el Miska
Farika

Fanar

Kernet el Hamra
Kernet Shahwan
Ka'akour

Kanabat Broummana
Kanabat Salima
Kfartiya

Kfar Akab

Mar Boutros KarmelTin
Mar Shaya wa Mazka
Mar Michael Benabil
Mar Moussa Douar
Mtein

Mejdel Tarshish
Majzoub wa Mzher
Mheiderra

Marjaya

Mrouj

i
Mazra’at Yashouh
Miska

Mashaikha
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266
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Mteileb 482 352 T30 153 201 188

Mkas 287 200 69.7 116 81 84
Mansourich 1954 1227 628 600 634 615
Mayassa 731 612 83.7 231 408 399
Nabiya 1875 1385 739 781 602 593
Nakkash 723 469 649 285 189 199
Wadi El Kourm 358 287 802 158 135 128
Wadi Shahin 44 21 47.7 3 21 18
Wata Mrouj 594 431 726 132 299 291
Officials 242 235 97.1 128 115 114
Total 170,580 97,488 57.2 49,558 47,698 48,966

In Bourdj Hammoud where out of a total of 37,834 Armenian and non-
Armenian voters, 15,226 voted (i.e. 40.2%); the candidates obtained the
following votes.””

Tbrahim Kana’an 10,671
Edgard Maalouf 10,662
Nabil Nicholas 10,644
Selim Salhab 10,635
Ghassan Ashkar 10,471
Ghassan Rahbani 9872
Ghassan Moukheiber ~ §932
Michel Murr 5788
Sami Gemayel 4123
Sarkis Sarkis 4024
Eddy Abillamah 3953
Elias Moukheiber 3939
Emile Kana'an 3933
Elias Karramé 3858
Fuad Abi Nader 109

As can been seen from the above, Bourdj Hammoud voted in its great
majority for Gen. Aoun’'s list and Michel Murr, and the Armenian majority
vote became the determining factor of their success.

Zahle?®®

Location Registered Actual %  Chinchinian Kassardji
voters voters

Ablah 2014 1180 586 503 645

Bar Elias 9112 6089 668 5045 802

Bouarej 1274 943 740 661 249

Terbol 3247 2253 694 1491 706

Ta'albaya 5807 3762 648 2707 974

Ta’anayel 697 513 736 411 82

Tel Akhdar 85 42 494 34 2
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Toutiyeh 147
Jdita 3682
Jalala 368
Hazerta 2770
Hosh el Ghannem 398
Hosh Hala 4932
Hay el Fikani 1197
Dahmiyeh 2464
Deir Ghazal 810
Rahayt 1588
Rayak 2580

Rayak Hay el Selm 296
Zahle el Barbara 4201
*“ el Rasiyé Tahta 3098
*“ el Rasiyé Fawka 4090
“ midan al Sharki 5458
“ midan al Gharbi 4734
* Housh el Omara 6785
“ Housh el Zera’aina 4154
Zahle hay el Saydé 1463
“ Saydet el Najat 2817
“ Mar Elias 4622
** Mar Antonjos 173

“ Mar Mikhael 4462
“ Mo’alaka 6902
“Mo’alaka Shemali 3101
* Wadi el Arayish 1684

Saadnayel 4933
Shtora 334
Ali al-Nahri 6087
Anjar Wakef 439
* Bitias 1386
“ Haji-Habibli 829
* Khderbek 1905
* Kabousiyeh 802

* Yoghoun-Olouk 953
Ain Kfarzabd 1842

Ferzol Tahta 2061
Ferzol Fawka 1372
Qah el Rim 1719

Kab Elias Tahta 5926
Kab Elias Fawka 3613
Kosaya 1014
Kerk Nouh 2935
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Karma 299 238 79.6 ; 234

Kfarzabd 3628 2363 65.1 1546 771
Masa 421 329 78.1 0 318
Majdal Anjar 6158 4621 750 4280 242
Mereyjat 1736 1028 592 542 442
Maksa 995 756 77.0 615 132
Nasseriyeh 749 513 68.5 25 475
Nabi Ayla 1191 774 65.0 18 739
Niha 1304 736 564 391 328
Wadi el Delm 670 428 639 226 192
Officials 406 396 975 169 190

As can be seen, the crushing majority of Armenians in Anjar voted for
Kassardji, while the great majority of Sunnite villages voted for Fattoush’s list,
on which was Chinchinian, and the great majority of Shiite villages voted for
Elias Skaff’s list, on which was Kassardji.

International observers praised Lebanon’s elections, President Barak
Obama of the USA congratulated the Lebanese on the vote Much praise was
given to the Minister of Interior’s handling of the elections.™

Soon after the elections several pro-March 14 newspapers, particularly
L 'Orient-Le Jour, blamed the Tashnags for the defeat of March 14 candidates
in Northern Metn.

Zlysd Makhoul in L'Orient-Le Jowr said one of the “myths” of the

was shi d. The Tash did not have a bloc of 5 MPs in the new
parliament. They would have 2 MPs elected without a contest. All understand
the will of the party to put the security of Armenians in the region, especially
in Syria and Iran, top of all concerns. But instead of taking the example of the
Socialist Progressive Party, which had the main concern for Druzes, the
Tashnag was on the way to being hezballahised, in other words to aligning
itself with an axis rather than privilegizing the nature, culture and identity of
Lebanon.™*

In another article signed by Michel Touma in L 'Orient-Le Jour under the
title “a very costly, suspect, excessively zealous” vote, the writer stated it is an
esuihllshed fact that the Tashnags have always benefitted from a prepond;

£l in the A i ity thanks to a vast political, med.m, social,

i and cultural i . Then he added, before the

war the Tashnag Party was the traditional ally of lhe Kameb Party and Michel
Murr, and had a tradi litical attitude of supp g the president of the
Rapubllc and the legahty and refused to take sides in domestic tensions. The
inacy of the T in and lidating their alliance with
March 8 forces for the 7 June election is in total diction to the Party's

traditional and historical line. First, by so doing, the Tashnags had taken sides

with one faction against the other and, what is more serious, it had brought its

support to a party which had not hidden throughout the campaign its criticism
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and unfavorable c rds the President of the Republic. Worse, it
was clear that a victory of March 8 forces would have had the consequence of
further cutting the wings of the Head of the state and would havc. constituted a
real danger for the force and identity of Lebanon. As the last partial election in
Metn showed, it was clear where the majority of the non-Armenian electorate
stood. As the last electoral campaign showed, the Tashnags were not satisfied
with reconfirming their alliance with the opposition but also launched a vast
and very, very costly operation of great scale to bring thousands of voters from
the far comers of the world to break the vote of non-Armenians in Metn,
Beirut and Zahle. Thus the Tashnags tried to break the March 14 forces, in
order to profit from an alliance whose middle-eastern ramifications and
gional geographical designs, in their were against the exclusively
Lebanese reason of state and supreme interests of the legality. Touma added it
is this excel of zeal, strong determination, and the limitless efforts deployed by
the Tashnags to try to break the will of one part of the Lebanese in favor of the
other that is in total contradiction to its historical duct of positive lity,
which characterized the party during the Lebanese war, that has created man
questions, even in Armenian circles. In this one should not confuse the
political calculation of the Tashnag Party’s leadership with the position of the
Armenian community in its totality, which does not necessarily agree with the
options chosen by the leadership of the party. Touma concluded what made
this excel of zeal serious, was the worrying the Party leadership
had concluded with regional forces, Some attributed this unnatural line of the
Tashnag Party with the privileged relations of the Islamic Republic of Iran
with Armenia, where Tehran brought its support to Armenia in its conflict with

Azerbaijian. “Things get spoiled when lusively reg
create a serious menace to the raison d’etre, historical foundations, specifics,
sovemignzly, ind d and y of decisi of the land of
Cedars™.*

In an editorial Aztag blamed Leb: TV political and

Jjoumalists in Nahar, Safir, L'Orient-Le Jour, Diar and Shirah, who had
1 hed a paign of negative articles against the Lebanese Armenians
through the Tashnag Party. It was not the first time that the Lebanese
Armenian electoral mass, with its close, disciplined ranks, had accepted the
appeal of the Tashnag Party, so why this uneasiness. The case does not have

purely electoral overtones; obviously it is the Leb Armenian invol nt
that has upset various sides. As long as the Lebanese Armenians do not
represent an internal force neither the Leb liticians nor the Leb

press are upset by this exemplary, constructive and hard working Armenian
?iuzen. However, when the time comes for that exemplary citizen to have an

1 in the of redesigning Lebanon’s political maps, he/she
becomes a second class citizen. The Armenian community is turned from a
collectivity that flourishes in the Lebanese fatherland into a collectivity of
citizens who live with the psychology of a colony, from a community with a
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constructive bridging role, into one that lives with a ghetto psychology behind
walls, This is said to a people who has paid a hl? price for following the
Tashnag Party, which always makes wrong choices.

The newspaper added that these slandering authors were forgetting that in
their electoral recriminations. they were hurting the self-respect of a whole
well-organized people.””

In the post-electoral period both Armenian sides celebrated. On 9 June,
2009 the Huntchag Party Executive Body of Lebanon organized a mass rally in
the neighborhood of St. Kevork Church in Nor Hadjen in the presence of MPs
Kalpakian, Tc ian, and th ds of supporters. Former
Humchag and Ramgavar MPs were also present as well as the Ramgavar
District Council repmsemauves. *2.0n 11 June. ina galhermg of supporters,
the Ramg A Party d and received
congratulations in the Tekeyan Club. The newly elected MPs Oghassapian,
Kalpakian, Toursarkms:an and Chinchinian were present, as well as Kassarjian
and Djeredjian.” On 12 June the Ramgavar District Council organized a
dinner to honour the Electoral Committee. The presence of Oghassapian,
Chinchinian, Kassarjian, and Gen. Apraham:an was noted Kassarjian said ina
speech there must be more resp d, and
exchange of ideas, not their thmu h b the
Ramgavars, Huntchags, AGBU, AYA, LASA and mdependems which
constituted the March 14 Armenian Front.™

Similarly, all the elected MPs of the victorious list of Beirut [ held a public
rally at Sassin Square on 10 June. All the newly elected MPs spoke and
thanked their supporters.””

The Tashnag Party organized a mass rally in the presence of thousands at
the parking lot near the Shaghzoyan Centre on 12 June 2009. The rally was to
thank the Lebanese Armenians who had supported them. MPs Pakradouny and
Nazarian were present, as well as ex-MP Kassardji, defeated candidates
Sabounjian, Kaloust, Ishkhanian and ex-MP Dr. Nourijean Demiirdjian. MP
Pakradouny said that *We are forming the Armenian Bloc with two MPs who
represent 80 percent of our people.” The Tashnag Party had given a place to
Michel Murr on its ballots as agreed; however, the people also had its role and
the Party could not exercise any force on it.

In a declaration to 4lSafir, the TPLCC representative Mekhitarian said out
of 13,700 Lebanese Armenian voters 10,900 voted in their favour, Of these
10,900, 2200 votes, i.e. 20%, were given to Michel Murr. He said there was an
uneasiness among their supporters about voting for Murr, and 10 days before
the elections the TPLCC had received comments from the ranks of their
supporters thal lhey would boycott the elections if they were to be obliged to
vote for Murr.”

Although elected, Michel Murr was very upset with the electoral results.
He held a press conft on 16 June, d d his former allies and said
he planned to contest the election results in the Metn district “due to alleged
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irregularities in the Armenian votes.” He added, “a sizeable incye&w in b'a!lots
cast by Armenian voters and the presence of 10 forged cards rsx§cd susp}mon“
over the legitimacy of the Metn results. Murr said in the partial election of
Metn in 2007, the Armenian votes were 9200, 7366 of which were for Camille
Khoury and 1834 for Amine Gemayel. The total number of Armenian voters in
Metn was 32,341 of whom 28% voted. The Tashnags had mobilized all their
forces in 2007 and 28% of their voters had participated, so in 2009 the number
of votes should have been 9300 taking into consideration that there were 500
new voters on that list between 2007 and 2009. So he was surprised that the
number of voters had risen to 13,700, in other words 4400 more than foreseen,
and he questioned whether this i was due to falsified ID cards or voters
who could mask their identity. If these 4400 were removed, the Metn Salvation
List would have won with one from Gen. Aoun’s list."**

Murr also declared the Armenian votes in his favor were reduced to about
3200 votes, 1700 from the Huntchags and the Ramg: and 1500 from the
AGBU Anfranik Club members™ and friends, with whom he had had
relations for the last 50 years. He reminded people that he had left the
Armenian seat vacant on the March 14 list and the Tashnag candidate was
elected without contestants; the Tashnag Party had promised to vote for him,
but in the end the Tashnags had ceded to Aoun’s will. Murr said he had turned
down a contact by the party after the elections, as they had promised him 8000
votes but not delivered.”

MP Pakradouny immediately replied, Murr was a friend of long standing
and would stay their friend. A cloud had gathered but would pass in time. He
acknowledged Murr's role in his election without but d
Murr’s assertion that he would have failed had there been an Armenian
candidate on the rival list. He said, “Michel Murr’s words remind us of Gabriel
Murr in 2007. We vote and those who win thank us but those who lose insult
us”. Pakradouny specified that Murr had obtained 2200 votes from the
Tashnag Party, others had erased his name for reasons both the voters and
Murr knew and they had declared there was an uneasiness among Armenian
voters ing Murr. Pakradouny further criticized those parties in Lebanon
which “do not consider Armenians Christians or Lebanese. The Armenians are
a basic pillar of this nation whether they like it or not”.**!

The TPLCC also issued a communiqué. It said in 2007 10,300 Armenians
had voted in the partial electi 20% for Gemayel. The p ge of
Armenian voters was not 28% but 32%. Furthermore, while in the partial
election of 2007 all in all in Northern Metn 82,000 had voted, this time the
number had risen to 97,000, So the i in the participation of A i
voters in Metn should not create suspicions in Murr. The communiqué said
they were astonished that Murr had also supported the Armenian voters in
Metn and cooperated with them. It was upon his request, made three days
before the elections, that the Tashnag Party agreed to give its votes equally to
the two Greck Orthodox candidates of the Change and Reform Group.
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Furthermore, it was surprising that Murr said Tashnag Party supporters did not
vote for him. The ballot boxes that were set out for the Armenian voters
showed he had received 5000 votes; in other words he had received 2200 votes
from the Tashnag Party supporters. The party would wait impatiently for the
decision of the Attorney General’s office confirming that the party was far
from guilty of the accusations that were made by personalities or forces who
did not receive lhe votes of Lebanese Armenian voters, whom they accused
after each el Furt the electi were one additional step in
enforcing democracy in Lebanon.”*

In an interview with the daily A/-4khbar, the TPLCC representative said
out of the 13,700 Armenian voters 10,900 had voted for the Change and
Reform List. Murr was given 5046 Armenian votes, more than 2200 of whom
were from Tashnag supporters. He added Ghassan Mukheiber had received
8700 Armenian votes and Ghassan Rahbani 8345, the Party halved its support
for Murr by voting less for both Ghassans. The TPLCC representative denied
the existence of fraudulent IDs. He then cited the reasons that moved the
Armenian voters not to vote for Murr in larger numbers. The first reason was
Murr’s leaving the Change and Reform Bloc of Gen. Aoun, his coopcrauon
with the Kataebs, whose president G yel had insulted the A i in
2007 his silence and non-publication of a denial of some incidents and

I i about Ar i that were made by Metn mukhtars and mayors.
Furthermore, there were two Armcman offices in Amara that had been getting
in touch with Leb A luding Tashnag Party members and
supporters, anlll!al% them to vote for the March 14 list, thus trying to create a
division of ranks,

In the post-el 1 period two sep declarati of the Hezballah
chief Hassan Nassrallah were notable. He said he accepted the results of the
elections, but he said the Resistance had obtained the majority of the popular
vote.}* Later he criticized the Maronite Patriarch for announcing on the eve of
the elections that Lebanon was under threat. He referred to the Zahlé electoral
district and said votes were purchased for up to $2000 towards the end of the
electoral day, and had not thousands of emigrants flown to Zahlé, the
opposition would have won and the total electoral results in Lebanon would
have been even, 64 seats for each side. He said the Shiites and Armenians were
targets of incitement. He added the A i had b Leb a
hundred years ago and it was | to distinguish b the different
ethnic origins of citizens.

Some visits caught the aneuuon of observers. The TPLCC delaganuns
composed of Mekhitarian, H and MP Pakradouny visited Jumt
Beirut residence on 16 June. The Party commended Jumblat, who had strictly
oondemncd the accusations of treason against the Armenians and the Tashnag
Party.’*® The TPLCC, accepting the invitation of MP Sami Gemayel, who had
visited them earlier, visited former president Amin Gi yel in his Bikf
residence in 14 October 2009. Aﬂer the meeting the Kataeb Party issued a
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statement stressing the historical relations between the two parties, as well as
the importance of closing the black pages and opening new pages,

the threats Lebanon faces, having united |n|erpremuons and returning to the
historical principles that had brought the two parties close to each other. The
TPLCC reyrcsenmnvc said their relations had more positive sides then
negative.

The four March 14 Armenian MPs ituted a bloc entitled Ar
Concord Parliamentary Bloc. The four MPs of the newly formed bloc visited
Catholicos Aram I on 7 July and informed him that their Bloc would be
following the social and national of the Leb Ar i and
would strengthen the community’s solidarity. According to them, the
Catholicos appreciated their initiative.”**

Once the former parliament’s term ended, president Suleiman started his
consultations with the new MPs. As a result he appointed the new
parliamentary majority leader, Saad Hariri, to form the new government. MPs
()ghassapmn Kalpakian and Toursarkissian were received logether"’9 and

hinian with the Leb Forces delegation. Afterwards Hariri in his turn
met all the MPs. The Armenian Concord Bloc MPs who had met the president
also met the Prime Minister. Toursarkissian afterwards said he refused the
participation of the Tashnag Party in the government.™ Jt was rumoured
Oghassapian had proposed former MP Kassarjan as minister.*!

Separate visits were made by the Huntchag Executive Body to president
Suleiman. MPs Kalpakian and Toursarkissian and former MP chredjlan met
the President on 21 June.” On 2 July the R
District Council Delegation, which included MP Ogt pian and former MP
Kassarjian, met President Suleiman.’* Later, on 3 July the Ramgavar
delegation visited Hariri.”** All four pro-Mamh 14 Armenian MPs declared
their solidarity with Hariri on 6 August.”™

On 10 August Cathlicos Aram I visited President Suleiman and stressed in
his talks that despite the fact that his community’s MPs and ministers were
elected from different lists and were on different sides, the Armenian
communitg was above all sides and had been and still was on the side of
Lebanon.™®

Hmn faxled to form the new government as his first proposed list of 30

| Ogh P d Pakradouny) was not
the president and as the iti d. E lly new il
were held by the President aﬁcr the formal resignation of Hariri.
Once more, as the majonty of MPs had nommatcd Hariri, he was

ppointed Prime Mini he in forming a new
government of 30 p ‘iﬁes,m including Jean Ogh ian as Mini: of
State and Apraham Ded , a former P MP who had converted to

Armenian Orthodoxy m 2005, as Minister of Industry. The latter was
suggested by the Tashnag Party and Gen. Aoun had endorsed him.
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On 25 September, 2009 Jose Ignacio Salafranca, head of the European
Mission of Observers to the elections, said he wanted to underline the degree
of maturity of the Lebanese electors. Despite minor problems the elections
were successful. Much of the success was due to the Minister of Imenor s
work. The report made 36 dati for further imp 7

On 25 November 2009 the C ituti 1 Council i d
all the complaints presented to them as there were no lllcgahues m the
parliamentary elections.*®

On 11 D ber the Huntchag and Ramg: Party local Chairmen and
the 4 Armenian MPs allied to them, met Presid lei di: d the
rights of the community within the state framework.™"

The Tashnag daily continued to ignore the March 14 Armenian MPs and
did not refer to their presence in activities in the community. The Ramgavar
Azadagan organ surprised all by printing an mtcrv:ew wnh the Tashnag MP
Pakradouny. The latter said the inter-party had

Indeed the inter-party meetings on the pan-Armenian or local level
continued. The highest bodies of the Huntchag, Tashnag and Ramgavar
Azadagan pames cnucnscd the sxgmng of the Turkey-Armenia Protocol for the

blist and develop of mutual relati on
10 October 2009 o Also in Yerevan, Armenia, the highest bodies of the three
parties met on 28 December 2009,°" as well S 14 February 2010** and
decided upon t.he Joint commemoration of the 95™ anniversary of the genocide

don A ians in O Tm'kea:S A joint declaration to this effect
was issued by them on 25 February 2010.**° The genocide commemorations
took place as agreed.
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