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THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE AS PORTRAYED
BY SYRIAN MAGAZINES IN THE EXILE

(Summary)
NORA ARISSIAN

narissian{@hotmail.com

The Armenian Genocide has drawn the attention of a large number of historians, political
activists, and scholars in many countries. These Genocidal acts have been reflected in the
political media too.

Against the backdrop of the importance of the media as a source of information about
historical events, the author highlights how the heavy control, the oppression of free media and
the persecution of news reporters in the Ottoman Empire led to the budding of Syrian exile
newspapers in several European and Latin American states.

In their host countries these media activists could freely express their views and national
demands. Accordingly, the rich Syrnian exile media have been remarkable in their political-
analytical and literary nature.

Citing Armenian and Onental topics covered in the magazines AlMustagbal (published in
Paris between 1916 and 1919), AlQalam AlHadidi (published in Sao Paolo between 1918 and
1921), and AlAfkar (published in Sao Paolo, 1903) the author highlights those which had to do
with the Armenian massacres. Dwelling on these materials, the author considers them as proof
of the historicity of the Armenian genocide.

The author asserts that these stories are both descriptive and analytical. She examines the
information and the data in these articles in detail as they speak about the “unbearable brutality™
and sufferings of the Armenians. Furthermore, she sheds light on the islamisation and
turkification policies of both Abdul Hamid and the Ittihadists. Finally, she presents witness
accounts and a number of letters wrtitten by Arab represcntatives and leading figures who
condemned these massacres.
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