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T H E  A R M E N I A N  G E N O C I D E  A S  P O R T R A Y E D  
B Y  S Y R I A N  M A G A Z I N E S  IN  T H E  E X I L E  

(S u m m a r y )
N O R A  A R I S S I A N  

n a r is s ia n @ h o lm a il.c o m

T h e  A rm e n ia n  G e n o c id e  h a s  d raw n  th e  a tten tion  o f  a  la rg e  n u m b e r o f  h isto r ian s, p o lit ic a l  
a c t iv is t s ,  a n d  sc h o la r s  in  m a n y  co u n tr ie s . T h e se  G e n o c id a l  a c t s  h a v e  been  re f le c te d  in  the  
p o lit ic a l  m e d ia  too.

A g a in s t  the b a c k d ro p  o f  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  m e d ia  a s  a  so u rc e  o f  in fo rm atio n  ab o u t  
h is to r ic a l  e v e n ts , th e  au th o r h ig h lig h ts  h o w  th e  h e a v y  c o n tro l, th e  o p p r e s s io n  o f  fre e  m e d ia  an d  

th e  p e rse c u tio n  o f  n e w s re p o r te rs  in th e  O tto m an  E m p ire  led  t o  the b u d d in g  o f  S y r ia n  e x ile  
n e w sp a p e r s  in se v e ra l E u ro p ea n  a n d  L a tin  A m e r ic an  sta te s .

In  th e ir h o st  c o u n tr ie s  th e se  m e d ia  a c t iv is t s  c o u ld  fre e ly  e x p r e s s  th e ir v ie w s  a n d  n atio n al  
d e m a n d s . A c c o rd in g ly , th e  rich  S y r ia n  e x i le  m e d ia  h a v e  b een  re m a rk a b le  in th e ir p o lit ic a l-  
a n a ly tic a l a n d  lite ra ry  nature.

C it in g  A rm e n ia n  a n d  O rien ta l to p ic s  c o v e r e d  in the m a g a z in e s  A lM u s t a q b a l  (p u b lish e d  in 
P a r is  b e tw een  191 6  a n d  1 9 1 9 ), A lQ a la m  A lH a d id i  (p u b lish e d  in  S a o  P a o lo  b etw een  1 9 1 8  a n d  
1 9 2 1 ) , a n d  A lA fk a r  (p u b lish e d  in  S a o  P a o lo , 1 9 0 3 ) the au th o r h ig h lig h ts  th ose  wh ic h  h ad  to  d o  
w ith  th e  A rm e n ian  m a s sa c re s . D w e llin g  o n  th e se  m a te r ia ls , th e  a u th o r  c o n s id e r s  th em  a s  p r o o f  
o f  th e  h isto r ic ity  o f  th e  A rm e n ian  g e n o c id e .

T h e  au th o r a s s e r t s  that th e se  s to r ie s  a r e  b o th  d e sc r ip t iv e  a n d  a n a ly t ic a l. S h e  e x a m in e s  the 
in fo rm atio n  a n d  th e  d a ta  in  th e se  a r t ic le s  in  d e ta il a s  th ey  s p e a k  a b o u t  th e  “ u n b e ara b le  b ru ta lity ”  
a n d  su f fe r in g s  o f  th e  A rm e n ia n s . F u rth erm o re , sh e  sh e d s  lig h t o n  the i s la m isa t io n  a n d  
tu rk ifica tio n  p o l ic ie s  o f  b o th  A b d u l H a m id  a n d  th e  Itt ih a d ists . F in a lly , sh e  p re se n ts  w itn e ss  
a c c o u n ts  a n d  a  n u m b e r o f  le tters w rtittcn  b y  A r a b  re p re se n ta t iv e s  a n d  le a d in g  F igu res w h o  
c o n d e m n e d  th e se  m a ssa c re s .
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