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THE FORTY YEAR JOURNEY OF THE
HAIGAZ IAN ARMENOLOGICAL REVIEW

Volume thirty of the forty-year old Haigazian Armenological
Review is now available to students of Armenology.

Through the years, the Review has been the original product of
the Armenological endeavors of the Middle East in general, and of
Lebanon in particular. In its formative years, the Armenian Diaspora
produced a journalistic, educational, literary and cultural space which
with time grew and necessitated the emergence of more scholarly,
professional publications.

The Review was published to close a gap and meet a need in the
field of Armenian Studies It was also believed that such a publication
would strengthen the Armenian communities of the Middle East and
enable them to better preserve their cultural identity. Indeed, in-depth
scientific research into the heritage of the Armenian civilization
enabled the Review to link the past experiences of Armenian Studies
to its present endeavors and turn it into a practical means of
guaranteeing future Armenian existence.

The Lebanese civil war would have been a valid excuse for
discontinuing of this publication. Nevertheless, after a brief
interruption, the Review re-emerged, grew and further flourished
thanks to the conviction of all its stake holders, namely the
commitment of the leadership of Haigazian University, the only
Armenian university in the Diaspora, its Department of Armenian
Studies, its Derian Armenological Library and the members of its
editorial group.



The University’s endorsement and support provides the Review
with the thrust to apply these dual principles: team work and group
support, Indeed, as the publication of an academic institution, the
Review has adopted a constructive, sincere, respectful and tolerant
approach. As a pan-Armenian Review, it neither discriminates
against topics nor contributors and remains above divisive
arguments, quarrels and factionalism.

Moreover, the Review promotes plurality, dialogue among
generations and cooperation of both the centers of Armenian studies
and students of Armenology, in an integrated framework that
connects both the Diaspora and Armenia.

The Review is not merely a theoretic publication of Armenian
Studies. Rather it has become a research venue for the study of the
Armenian nation. Furthermore, it has adopted the policy of making
room within Armenology for the study of current Armenian affairs. It
has considered as Armenological primary material all that is related
to any aspect of the past, present or future of the Armenian identity
in its broadest aspect.

Through this inmitial comprehensive approach, the Review
assisted in directing Armenology to its current inter-disciplinary
dimension and helped in consolidating its place and position in the
world of social studies.

The Review also expanded the field of Armenian studies in the
Armenian language and supported its development and preservation.
This in turn created the challenge to develop a relevant,
corresponding terminology which the Review addressed in quite a
satisfactory manner. Thus, contemporary Armenian, when
formulating new words, was nourished by the traditions of classical
western Armenian



Nonetheless, the Review's Editorial Board by no means
considers that it has overcome all its challenges. For it continues to
remain committed to the scientific defense of the core issues of the
Armenian Genocide. Concurrently, it will continue to pursue the
study of the specific and unique characteristics of the Armenian
communities of the Middle East and their contribution to the
development of their adopted respective countries. In parallel, it will
work towards researching the influence of these communities,
geographically located relatively close to Armenia, on the
preservation efforts of other Armenian communities of the Diaspora.

Inspired by the above-mentioned initiating principles, based on
the traditions of the Lebanese-Armenian community, and invigorated
by its legacy of over 10,000 pages of Armenological material, the
Haigazian Armenological Review continues its academic journey.
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