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TURKISH SOURCES ON ARMENIA, ARMENIANS 
AND OTHER TRANSCAUCASIAN PEOPLES 

In spite of the fact that the Turkish authors, who appear irr 
the present second volume, were not royal chroniclers, they, how-
ever, have compiled the history of the Ottoman IZmpire. Here 
we present a series of historical data, which have been taken 
and, at the same time, translated into Armenian from the «tarih»'s 
of those historians, as well as from two other Turkish authors. 
These historical materials refer to Armenia, to the history and 
geography of the Armenian and other Transcaucasian peoples. 

The above-said historical materials have been taken from 
the works of the following authors, and present themself in the 
seven chapters of the second volume. 

N a m e s o f A u t h o r s ; 

1.— K i a t i b T c h e l e b i (a geographer and historian 
of the eleventh century) (from Dgihan Numa and Fezleke) 

2.— M u s t a f a o f S a l o n i k i (a historian of the seven-
teenth century) (from the «tarihi Selaniki)» 

3.— S o l a k Z a d e ( a historian of the seventeenth century) 
(from Solak Zade tarihi «history») 

4.— S h a n i Z a d e (a royal chronicler of the nineteenth 
century) (from tarihi Shani Zade) 

5.— M u n e d g i m B a s h i (a historian of the seventeenth 
century) (from Munedgim Bashi tarihi) 

6.— F e r i d u n B e y (a high rank functionary of the Ot-
toman government and, at the same time, an author of the six-
teenth century) (from the Sultans' papers) 

7.— K o t c h i B e y (a Turkish author and a critic of the 
seventeenth century) (from Kotchi Bey Risalesi) 

It is true, the histories of the above-cited Turkish historians 
haven't been compiled in a Chronological order, but each of them 
has recorded the history corresponding to that of a certain period 
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of time of Turkey — beginning with the second half of the seven-
teenth century until the first quarter of the nineteenth century. 

As to the sixth and seventh writers of the above-mentioned 
list of the Turkish authors, they can't be counted as historians. 
They have simply treated and discussed important issues pertai-
ning to the state-administrative, economical, political and diplo-
matic life of medieval Turkey. 

A peculiar chapter has been devoted to every author in this 
work. Brief informations have been given about the biography of 
each author and his works. 

All these historical materials, which have been taken from 
the works of the above-said Turkish sources and translated, is 
closely connected with the history of the Armenian and neighbou-
ring peoples, and, to a certain extent, throw light upon the li-
ving conditions of various peoples inhabiting in Turkey. 

These very materials are, no doubt, necessary and important, 
as primary historical sources for the complete and many-sided 
study of the history of the above-said peoples. 

Besides the fundamental chapters of this volume, there is 
also a supplement attached to them, in which the reader may find 
translations of such materials, which are direct by connected with 
the subject of the present work, and which are taken from Feridun 
Bey's «Sultans' papers» and from Shani Zade's stories. 

These historical materials are accompaneed with detailed and 
many sided commentaries, which are able to give the reader the 
possibility of clearly picturing to himself the medieval Turkey 
with its state-administrative, economical, military, financial-
pecuniary, taxational, religious and cultural life as well as the 
unbearable situation of non-Turkish and non-musulman peoples, who 
have suffered under the intolerable yoke of the Turkish military-
feudal absolute monarchy. 

Texts in Turkish of same valuable documents are printed on 
the last pages of the book. 




