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WHAT BEYOND
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE CENTENARY?

The Genocide perpetrated against the Armenians constitutes the axis of
the contemporary history of the Armenian nation. Indeed, the historical,
political, economic demographic, cultural, social, moral and psychological
developments of the Armenians of the last one hundred years revolve
around the Armenian Genocide.

As such, the Armenian Genocide remains on the agenda of the
Armenian Studies, particularly as the Genocide and its consequences have
not been fully addressed either humanistically or Armenian-wise.

Without uncovering the context of the Armenian Genocide as well as
studying all possible aspects holistically and disclosing them, one can not
grasp the complete history of the Armenians. Such an understanding would
generate clear comprehension and existential insight of the modern
Armenian nation. This in turn would enable us to strategise a 21% century
vision and path for the Armenians as both a state and a Diasporic
community. The Pan-Armenian Declaration on the Centennial of the
Armenian Genocide, which was molded with the participation of all the
constituents of the Armenian people, may spearhead this move.

The diverse activities conducted on the occasion of the Centenary,
achieved in collaboration with a number of states and international
organizations and extensive in number, nature, magnitude and diversity,
herald a turning point in the resolution of the Armenian Genocide.

Haigazian University had its share in these events too, as it organized
the conference “Armenian Genocide Centennial: Addressing the
Implications” between January 31 and February 1, 2015, alongside public
events and publications, including this volume. In fact this 35™ volume of
the Haigazian Armenological Review is a token of respect, which intends
to further elucidate and objectively study the diverse and multilayered
issues and aspects of the Armenian Genocide.

Nonetheless, neither this volume nor other publications can present the
full-fledged history of the Armenian Genocide.

On the other hand, Armenian Studies as the discipline of Armenian
awareness and its impact on the Armenians has the ability and right to go
far beyond what it has achieved so far.

Particularly during the second half of the past century, a number of
research books were published on the Armenian Genocide. Significant
efforts were made in publishing documents and data elucidating the
Armenian Genocide. These and other achievements were state, institutional



and individual initiatives. However, not all aspects of the Armenian

Genocide have been scientifically and adequately researched.

Indeed, the above-mentioned actors should engage in achieving novel
and further research in the field, focusing particularly on the following:

e Making the Armenian Genocide an international priority and
positioning it in courts of law as a human and national cause.

e Developing the discourse of legal demands and formulating a pan-
national, coordinated approach to the international recognition of the
Armenian Genocide.

e Framing the discourse around the extent of the human, material, land
and spiritual losses of the Armenians and their implications.

e Analysing the newly generated consequences of the Armenian
Genocide, for example the sustainability of the Western Armenian
Language.

Clearly detailing the multilayered issue of retribution.

Enhancing the comparative study of the Armenian and other

genocides.

e Studying the birth of the Diaspora, efforts made and resources used for
its formation.

e Investigating survivors in Western Armenia and the Istanbul
Armenians.

Documenting the denialist policy process of the Turkish state.

Armenian-Turkish relations.

Accordingly it is imperative to maintain vitality in Armenian studies
and in one of its basic disciplines, Armenian Genocide Studies.

At the crossroads of the centenary of the Armenian Genocide, its
further internationalisation and vitalisation within the Genocide Studies
discipline and is a challenge to Armenian studies and to the forthcoming
Armenian generations, while enhancing its political and juridical
development is a challenge to Armenian statechood and mind.
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