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[lili wonbgr[Ff s llnl.flbfuuil wippir pfil wynulfbbpp... aCWLmu[lq wyh
Supgmedbpp, fp yupu wyng, npnlip neomediwfpne @bl yulblpus guy-
wkp hp pslnule:
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ng [Fh uny fwh gunbpdwgnedps LingSulpumnuly, b frnstrd by fo o phsfu-
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el Sbun’ gy Y s, syl i by frlp, Suseangps s s
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rwpulybine fFfn s, p $puriut: G ngfiish by Swrn gkl 4uluuulnnruﬂ[ujﬁ:h-
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fugne’ wpu vhpmiingf wnlprg nugfrnlputy, np wppmw pu preme by 70ulllulil-
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quiyph dp neuncd i fipre Bty [rplwpbpupmp fip LSwomunnn dibpnch
pingbwipugnedp sh Lyuwlnulphyp wiyneym, wewlp gl Gy hre oy ovbuwll-
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”’I’[’“‘F@‘"’l‘” eﬂlqlllilﬂl_p["_il Iul[nu[zblnn.ﬁbmil lfulu[ﬂl [uoublru[, wi:[lml.-
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wigy g fil Swy shhprinlppbiibpocs uonwped Swdwgpoedi b Swy
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o Lwulyguts, neplfk be whinby wdlpng) Shap ¢b[lnfllﬁl Lk nbuwlghyne,
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8 uuuull E, np ¢blrn7uullmfl (r ul[nhfwil lfuuﬁuqunl.pbwfl E’l’l.l’"z"’l QE -
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euwpp ke ppbig wihunuwlhph bp, np Lwulpugrnyne b S$wpdwinuguwh me
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ufy duwndwinnly dp, bpp Swdw gbipht JE§ pusryupoulyu dmwlngncfdfnlip Sugp
Swy muwlly kp, winbp wnwhl Gfund b e s dp wrpl gbuyp pocps
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[Pyl lypusk gyrae i wigyeg sossgy s Sy sesSoak eus¥s agaas etk
hug lyp ofbpuplph Phpnlip polbpufl wpgwpne bl g fro-
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c hp Swdpilfikp Fwylulgne fhut pulpbpyfwpulpet spunuisfup fuoune -
ﬂbmfl l[unf uln.iuu.wqfl mfln[l [vlrbflg lfltlﬂuupmfnﬂ.ﬁbwfn umluml'blm '3 Eilll.-
gqdby, np pulbpuf wppupncffeip hud Swy sprbiprinlpu b pncs pdpr-
bwd pulpbpfwpne e lip ok Swlpplwdw fiogwp Ep, figyka spbpniulu-
Unefdpnp fip: Uy JEGp sp Tryuwinnlibip, nlr Sur J 4unhu ﬁuu:[mlﬁ:bl' fpbip sbT
l[nr[n!wa' Suwlpmnuly fppkig quguifig /i Smefdbwh ne
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Snrwé mn.[nﬂf:b[l"fl 1 l.ilt np L 7] :ﬁbpnfnu&milflblra J[lll[l&ulb' /273 tlbrz[ﬂl
Swynimf puyqwpulju’ Swdwplmds bp, ppbiy dwdwlnulyfits Swdwp foepu-
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4‘” 7] ,[,blnﬁuullmiﬁ:blnu llln’rJuln.an[quE gryy wniwe, np alnhllilplﬂl[y
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mlihgue Illmb‘[qullqlllil [lilnlp, b‘ll[l bqulpﬁ q[ﬁnﬂ.nluullmfl Fn.iuum[llnn.pﬁuﬁl
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dEL s Nwpgunybu Sbnwgwh Swyne[Fhuk me puipupuily g s wipdwh-
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b binlp qppupp, wpy wbpnlnp fupbbs Sundwgpecdy §umupby g
wpdhpibpneh me gy yfie ll.llllll[lil‘ Swdpuy Luip (& yrusf ey pulyuls §u-
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pubp, me dfiighe ol wilk 2wl mukp, 80wlywilibypr s Swowly wnwd ukb-
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Quslyurliobppmets, (B g shls pupuspbpme e iokpne. wuppbpubp@pne d£9 (nbu,
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Domestic Politics”; Robert C. Smith, “Migrant Memberships as an Instituted Process:
Transnationalization, the State and the Extra-Territorial Conduct of Mexican Politics”,
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1000f, anuapllyua’s &uslssprestspps iofFunggpls, Digsporas and Migrations in History fbrpin-
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DIASPORA AND POLITICAL INTEGRATION:
ARMENIANS IN THE PERONIST MOVEMENT
(Summary)

KHATCHIK DER GHOUKASSIAN

“Politics” had always a special ing for the Armenian Diaspora. Organized
in the 1920s, Armenian communities all over the world defined their collective
existence as “temporary,” hoping for an eventual retumn to their homeland sometime
in the future. Though supporting or rejecting the Soviet regime in Armenia polarized
Armenians all over the world, the importance of the homeland for national survival
has rarely been questioned. Based on the modern understanding of national identity,
which was socially constructed during the 19" century Awakening period, Armenian
communities evolved in the context of ghetto-like structures to resist “alienation™
and maintain the crucial elements of national identity: language, faith, historical
memory, family, social links, etc. Within this idealized structure, participation in the
political process of host-countries with organized Armenian communities was
rejected. It was not perceived important for national survival. Furthermore, political
integration was understood as dangerous.

The same was true for the Armenian community in Argentina. Yet, during the
presidency of General Juan Domingo Peron (1946-1955 and 1973-1974), a group of
Armenians, all active in community organizations, saw an opportunity in the gestures
that the government made towards immigrants to propose a change in the way
Armenians conceived their Diasp p By participating in the Peronist
Movement and trying to convince their fellow Armenians about the benefits of their
initiative for the future of the community, they anticipated a renewal of self-
awareness and identity. Their viewpoint inevitably came on the agenda of the
Armenian Diaspora with the independence of Armenia and the improbability of
“return.” The Armenian Peronists failed in their endeavor, but their case is
paradigmatic of how Diaspora was formed and conceived its place, role and future
for almost seven decades in the 20" century.

Based on this case study the article conceptualizes the self-awareness of the
Armenian Diaspora with respect to politics and political integration. This
retrospective look at the understanding of Armenian national identity during the Cold
War years aims at launching a much-needed debate about the renewal of the meaning
of Diaspora in the global era.
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