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THE VITALITY OF ARMENIAN SAND
AREMENIAN STUDIES

Worldwide developments in scientific, economic, social,
political and other systems (like the changes in the world system
and information technology) have given an unprecedented thrust
and rhythm to the life cycle of the human race. The human
response, however, has not been clear-cut, challenges have not been
addressed equally, and the capacity for the resolution of problems
has not grown proportionally.

The Armenians, likewise, for the last three decades have been
subjected to upheavals in the Armenian space, upheavals which
have generated challenges and problems, like:

The independence of the Republic of Armenia; Armenian state
building and the establishment of self-governance in the Artsakh
Republic.

The shaping of new multilateral relations between the Armenian
state and Armenian political, civic, religious and other institutions.

The slow pace of internal, inter-church, and church-
congregation relational reform in the Armenian Church,

The new phase and implications of the 100 years of the
Armenian Genocide along with the challenges of Turkish-Armenian
relations.

The remapping of the geography and demography of the
Armenian Diaspora.

The limitation of the role and place of the Western Armenian
language.

The delay in nurturing a coherent strategy for the national use
of Armenian mental power.

The conceptualisation of Armenian identity and the integration
of Moslem(ized) Armenians.

The search for the role and place of the Armenians in 21s
century world affairs.

Some of the above-mentioned milestones are relatively old,

others have lately taken shape, while others are in their preliminary
stages.



The study of these challenges varies; there are documented data
of diverse equality and the depth of studies differs. Armenian
migration, for instance, has a history of over 1000 years and
currently is one of the most serious dangers undermining the
Armenian state.

Currently, perhaps more than ever before, the Armenian state,
and Armenian institutions, groups, organizations and individuals
are both subject to and participants in unprecedented world
political, economic, cultural and other processes. In the 215 century
world and in light of Armenian political, strategic, civilisational and
other developments, totally new research horizons, which demand
a new logic of approach in terms of departing points, queries,
objectives and methods, have opened up for Armenian studies.

The legacy of Armenian studies and the raw material already
generated are diverse and multishaped, varied in nature, in type
and in kind. They constitute an objective base to interpret and
analyze the above-mentioned challenges in a new way.

Thus, 21¢ century Armenian studies ought to contribute both to
Armenian and scientific growth in a new manner because, with the
proclamation of Armenian statehood the status of the Armenian
individual, who is the tiniest nucleus as well as the largest actor in
Armenian studies, underwent a multifaceted transformation.
Indeed, since 1991 the Armenians have been undergoing a
transformation into a titular nation, irrespective of the Diaspora
Armenians’ dual citizenship status.

The new logic of Armenian studies requires:

The in-depth preservation and use of Armenian raw data in a
coordinated and agreed-upon manner.

The scientific registration of processes, for instance the
demographic shifts of the Middle East Armenians, in objective,
statistical and descriptive forms.

The scientific examination of current issues and phasal
comparative analysis of them.

The examination of available material, recurring patterns and
experiences in synchronic and diachronic contexts.

The application of new scientific and analytical methods to
newly found sources.

A pre-planned, coordinated, consistent, non-circumstantial and
systematic approach to the examination of matters.



The preparation of a young generation of experts who are
trained in new scientific and analytical know-how and make use of
their inherent potential.

The cooperation and cross-fertilisation of human
sciences/scientific disciplines and Armenian studies by making use
of the newest achievements in scientific research.

Using the results of Armenian research as catalysts for the
advancement of Armenian national, state, social, and civilisational
intellect and consolidation of national unity.

The stratergic coordination of the vigorous Armenian potential.

Indeed, these and other efforts will invigorate 21 century
Armenian studies, which are a reflection of Armenian vitality.
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