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(Find |, pl Ubupny tuhquiught wju dwupwulwputpnd £
funwgply  unbindwgnpdwlwlu  nno  Jupwbwngehiup:  Y4nin
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s (1740) joypup oy (261p): U b jugnpn jhpwiinwluwnuitivbipnud
pungdnulubipp dbpb bu - U.U.:
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 gnyh. dU 35:

9 Ubupny fuhquiight Unigp oquugnpdty £ ugt
u.mmuhan,muqmu wwppbpwlyp, nnmbq pugwluynud £ wuutwlht nintlignn
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Unwpbwp fiounud £ ndnfuph wibpdwt dwuh:

4 Uwinp. b0 2:




7 Uwnly. g2 1:

@ Upw iplupp gl tdwt bp, nt tpw qqbugpp’ uwpypuly, plsytu Shitip
(Uuwinp. he 3):

0 Shunwh gbntqd wbupny b by,
wpniunwgkntbnn Uywwh nibu wb Ywnngn, np % nwph ulqend
JutqUbgnby bp Ynunwunhwlnu Gugupp Shunwh  puindwl dugpned:
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FEATURES OF THE “SAINT FLOWER GOSPEL” ICONOGRAPHICAL SERIES
(Summary)
AVET AVETISYAN
avetavetisyan@yahoo.com

Mesrop Khizantsi is one of the most prominent representatives of Armenian
miniature painting of the 17" century. He lived almost his entire creative life (about
fifty years) in Isfahan (New Julfa) and the surrounding Armenian towns. Some forty
five religious and ritual manuscripts, richly iluminated by Mesrop Khizantsi, have
been preserved. One of them, called the “Saint Flower Gospel”, dated 1619, is kept
in the Mashtots Matenadaran (Mat. Ms. 11203).

The iconography of some miniatures in this Gospel has been influenced by the
apocryphal Book of the Christ Childhood.

The figures of the Dominical Feasts, especially the personality of Christ in the
scenes of Transfiguration and Crucifixion, have interesting interpretations from the
iconographical-symbolic viewpoint. In the first one Christ is depicted in an
untraditional iconographic style, especially the movements of his hands. In the
miniature Christ has one open eye, while the other is closed. Also of great interest is
Judas character in the scene of Betrayal, in which he is like a lost child.

The author notes that other iconographic details of the miniatures are also
unusual. In particular, the motif of the blackthorn (crown of thorns), abundant in
several miniatures, refers to the sufferings of Christ and His Apostles.

The author concludes that Mesrop Khizantsi's iconography in the “Saint Flower
Gospel” is an exceptional sample of the 17" century Armenian miniature.
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