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THE LAST 25 YEARS OF ARMENIAN STUDIES:
CHALLENGES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

The last 25 years of the Armenian space are characterized
by core transformations, which are still in process.

With the proclamation of Armenian Independence on 21
September 1991, both the Republic of Armenia and the
Armenians worldwide found themselves in an unprecedented
situation and are caught in the effort of state building.

With the proclamation of the Mountainous Republic of
Karabagh on 10 December 1991, future prospects of the
Armenian Cause were elevated to a new level. Intra-Armenian,
regional and international political developments posed
existential challenges to the Artsakh Armenians.

The population outflow from Armenia, the dwindling
numbers in the Armenian communities of the Middle East and
the budding of new communities in the Diaspora confronted
the Armenians with geographic, demographic, identity,
linguistic, cultural and other core changes.

On the other hand, irrespective of (but not disconnected
from) the Armenian realities, various technological innovations,
groundbreaking communications  developments,  provided
unprecedented potential to all constituents of the Armenian
nation (individuals, groups, organizations, church and state).
More than ever before they were intertwined with international
developments and processes and found themselves in a virtual
Armenian universe. They were given no choice but to accept
the ambivalence of simultaneously living in and outside the
shell.



As Armenian Studies is related first and foremost to the
Armenian space, one may tentatively gauge its challenges in the
last quarter of a century vis-a-vis these changes, what were
(and are) its undertakings/commitments and what were (and
are) its achievements.

Undertakings and Commitments

The stepping of the Republic of Armenia into the
international political arena inaugurated a new field of study,
namely Armenia Studies. Indeed, Armenia’s interstate relations,
its relations with the Armenian communities abroad as well as
its domestic sociopolitical (and other) developments marked the
start of new research tracks concerning state building. These
tracks need to be broadened, diversified and deepened.

All the constituents of the Armenian space were connected
to the Artsakh Armenians’ self-determination struggle. The
Artsakh cause generated a new field of political studies which
entails comparative studies of such cases and political causes in
the international arena.

The impressive achievements in Diaspora Studies are
conducive to a deeper, multidisciplinary study of the ever-
changing Armenian abroad. Comparative studies with other
diasporas and interdisciplinary studies of the Armenian
Diaspora provide excellent opportunities for new theories and a
refreshing of Armenian Studies.

Addressing the above-mentioned challenges may create a
scientific opening to overcome Armenian new-old issues.

Contemporary technological developments and the fall of
political ideology offered Armenian Studies the luxury of
functioning in a space with no boundaries and checkpoints.
Certain archival institutions are granting easier access.
Likewise, there are better opportunities than ever for
cooperation and coordination between experts. On the other



hand, the broadening of interdisciplinary studies and both the
involvement of foreign scholars and the competitive quality of
Armenian Studies written in other languages further improved
the chances of cooperation. It is the task of Armenian Studies
scholars to make the best of these opportunities.

Some aspects of Armenian Studies are scientifically
vulnerable. Certain studies do not go beyond the descriptive
and informative; Issues are not studied in a holistic manner;
critical analysis is not always or properly used. These
shortcomings lead to an imbalance in assessing and evaluating
the researched issues.

On the other hand, authorities who hold (or aspire to)
leadership of the Armenian space, do not make efficient use of
the scientific achievements of Armenian Studies. These are not
transformed into public policy initiatives. The absence of such
action, which reflects a lack of full understanding of the
strategic importance of Armenian Studies, has led the
authorities to develop neither a systematic policy of promoting
new elements nor a policy of sustaining Armenian Studies. On
the other hand, notwithstanding steps taken in the right
direction, the cooperation between scholars of Armenian
Studies has not attained the level of efficiency necessary.

Achievements

Parallel to challenges, Armenian Studies registered a
number of achievements, which give a strong signal for a
successful new start.

Certain sociopolitical developments of the past quarter of a
century enabled Genocide Studies to hold a competitive space
in Armenian Studies. In fact, Genocide Studies has significant
potential to become healthier and richer with the involvement
of Armenian and non-Armenian scholars.



Certain fields of Armenian Studies, which were little
studied, made headway. Diaspora Studies, for instance,
modernized colonial studies.

A number of Armenian issues were re-examined from
contemporary and  post-modern standpoints and new
conclusions were drawn.

Undoubtedly, the mission of contemporary Armenian
Studies is connected to a living (rather than dead), active,
multi-layered, multi-shaped Armenian space. Accordingly, it is
of utmost importance to invest extra efforts to maintain its
sustainability and development, so that it keeps pace with the
Armenian space and grows in all directions, attains its strategic
role and fully expresses the dynamics of the Armenian space.
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