£02UNr3UL U334y
(6MR)
QU3G,R UL UIhEAUUL 7-8 1)
QU3-ULuLfULHUL UL LNME3NFLLELE QUUUSELUSNRU

«liuyalfs € op Gpwdlp (buybpp - <.2.)
qhddfr LhG L wyy upwydwGuwgfp mGhG»
hpl Qworfuy, X qup

Uny)G htnwqnunnipyniGp Gyhpywo b Jun dheGwnwpmd 7-pr nuph
bpypnpy  Yuhg  dhGk  8-pnp nuph wnwehG YhuG  pGlwo
dwiwlwjwhunyjwend  hwj-wpwpwliwl phnjuwnGympymGitph Gop
jwqiwynpynn hwdwjwpgh mumdGwuhpnipjwip:

7-pp nupmd dwqkg L Adlwynpyhg huwjwdp, npp Unthwddwy
dwpqupth L Gpw  hwenpnltph  (fjuwihdwGph) qopdmGnipjwG
wpynGpmd nwpwoytg L plnnilytg pwaqnid doqmympnGph ot ghintph
Yondhg’  pGngpybiny  hufuwjwliwl  wwpwdpGhp:  Jdhpnhhyjuwy
dwiwfwjwhwnywomd jwjfwowyuw] Upwpulwi fuwhbwmipjwb dh
dwuG tp Jugimd Gwlk Qwjjwiwl pwpdpwywlnuyp, nph npnp
Gpypwdwubp  wwppbpwpwp  hwynymd thG  whbwimpjwG
uwhdw(GEpmd, hGywbu Gwl dtep thG pipmd hGpGoipntyGoipymG:

YGuplopwgnyG GopmpymG tp wyl, np huluuigl hwGdhGu hp
dwpqupb Unthwdduinh, wnwowpltg hwuwpwynpjul
Juqiwybpudwb, Upwphwih bwdwp Gwhwnhwyp ymGbgnn, dh Gop
dbjuwGhqd, npp unwguwy mddw wGjwlnuip: UjuhGpl qnjnipni
mitgny gtnuw)hG, wnhdwjhG (wpmGwiguwlwi) Yuwqiwybpydwd
dnnkihG hwlwnpbg dhwunywompjuG (pwnthhn) wpwlGgph mipe
Jwnmgyny Gop hwdwlwpq, mp wjuwphp pwdwGmd tp qup wi-
hupwdh b nup wi-hwpph® dnumdwGGbph L 0y dntunydwGGLph:
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Uju wbuwlyymGhg htwnwppphp thopd t bwj- wpwpwlwb
(hujwdwlyw ) hnjuwnliympimGGtpp. pwih np dwjwumwGh jmpophluwly
hwuwpwiwlwl Yunmgywopp (Gpp Gpypp nEjwywpmdp qubGymd kp
(whwpwpwliwl wibph b Gpwig wiophlnpjwl wmwl gwlynn qquih
pwlwly Yuqinn wypmdhlGtph dtnpmd b Yuyhl yhGwlwGitp. mjullﬁpﬁ‘
hwuwpwy donnymipn) hp wpnwgnmidp quuy Gwbk  wyy
hwpwpbpnipymGGtph Jpw: bujwdp dwlb; bt wwjdwlwqpbph (whn,
umjh. wyn. wdwl) hwdwlyupq. npnlGp YGpytny dmumdwGGtph L ny
dnumjdwGGtph hel. hGwpwynpmipymG EhG wwibu YLpphGGGphu
hwintu qu) bnywGwynpjunltph (wly wq-qhddw) l]mpqmqhﬂml]mli'
nuwnGunny midwjh  wlnwd L  oqunybt; npwGhg  plunn
wwpumwlwlnipymG6tphg b wuwwnwuhiwGuwmympymGGtphg: QpddhGspp
J6wpmy thG giuwhuwpy (9hqhu) b honwhwpy (uwpwg)' Ywhuwpbty
unwlwiny wGdh L mGhgwoph wldtnGifubjhmpmb L ubthwlywl
hwywwhG dGwini hGwpunpnipjmG:

Upwpwliwl wnwohl wppwywlpp dwjjulwl pwpdpwjubnuly
wnbnh mGhigwy dnunwynpwwbu bhepwjh 19p.—hG (640p.), npp uluytg
Qhwppbphph (Udhn) qpuyminy: 4w)bpp b wpwpwlwl gonppp wnwghG
wlquwd 3thG hwlnhuymd: 637p. Lwnhupwjh dwijwwmwdwpnmd hwjkpp
mGGhG Gpym gqopwpwdhb, dEYp Fwyhp UwdhynGjwGh npnh' Umptnh,
hulp djowp’ UmGwg Sphgnp bzluwbh bpuwdwlwwnmwpmpjul wuwl,
npnlp dwpnplGymd thG wpwplbph nbd* wwpujwlywl gopph Juqimy’:
QujmGh t Gwbl, np hujjuwlwl gopuenluwwbGbpp Yngmd thG Gub
pmquinuluwi qopptph wppmd L Gepw GG tnkp 636p. Swpimph
Gmllunnuuiulpmnuizz

Gpyupy  wpawjwlpp  piwh  Qwjng  wzluwph  ulugbg
Muwpujwunwbh Yondhg” dnwmuwnpwwbu 642-643pp., Lpp wpwpwlywb
hwnpwlwl 9njwwGtpp wmwpwoytghG dhGslk Ywuwhg ony: Gppopn
wpywjwlpp wbnhp mGhigwy Gqp Jwponhlynup opnp: Uju wlqud Ef
wpwpGbpp w6 Swpnlh Yonvhg. mwpuwdftghl Twlw j6h wplbdmjwl
L wplbjjwG wihbpng L, Rtpyph dopny nmpu quiny Ungoyhw, dwnwl
Upwpwwjwl quywwyw)p b mnquyh wpdbghG dwjpwpwnup H]phGh
nummpjmlipi: M hGp gpuyytg. Yonnujuiytg b vwpuwithbih wytpmiGtph
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wnbuwpwG |]u4116un]4: Apwlhg htnn npny dwdwGwyny nwnywpbghG
wpwpwlwh wpywwlpGbpp hwyng wyfuwphh Yypw: Cuwn tmpjwb. wju
wpywywlpGpp Ypmd Eh6 htnmwumqulwl pGngp U GuywnwlyGpG tp
wuwwinwlnpym 6666 ni wywph dtnp phpnidp:

7-pn nupp wnw)l Yhutipmyd gmwhlnwpwp pipy gnpoplpwgGbp
thG pGpwlmy hwyng wpfuwphmd: bp juqiwylpuywlwl b wnweGnpmy)
npwlGbjwy thwytg (nmGhGkph wnhdhg Fmppoup. npp unwGalbg
uwywnwwbwnmpymGp: Lpw q{luwynpmi pjudp wnw9hl
hwennmpymGGpp wpdwlwqpytght 651p., tipp wpwpGkpp Gophg Sunwd
Qujjwywl  pwpdpwywlnul: Uwlwi6 bpym wwph  wig’
tnwnwynpwwbu 653-654pp.. wpwplGipp Yipwnwpdwl b vw wpnbG w)G
thnppwphy qopweniwnGlpp jthG, npnGp wuwwnwlymd thG (quagnt)
hwhdmpjwl uwhiwGGbph hwplwlmpjudp qulyony nwpwdphpp,
wj uqiwjtpyywd, ywnpwungwd b qouih pwlwl mGbgnn pwwl
tp, opp bt Ep pnwpdwlbint (poinnth) Mwihdwinpjw uwhdwGkpp:

Upwpwlwl wpzwywlph qimiu JuGqGwo tp Qwphp pp6 Uwujwidw
(617-662/671pp.) wlnilny gopwywpp, nphG YhSwpygwd tp Glwdly
hwing wzfuwphp L un9 Uupyndyuwup: Ulgplwlwl p9wlnd
hywinwltigntg Lwihpwiwl (Ywphl), wwyw mnntg ntwh opwp, oph
hw) Jwnwywphyp Gpwb Ghiplwjwguy, mwlbnyg dh dotuntdw6h ndwd
pounp, npny Gpwl wwwhnympiniG tp (wiwG) zﬁnphqwb. qlluwhwnl
wnwinl wuwSwiny®;: LiwGwnhy wwunlbp t Gyuwwngmd {wphp hpG
Uwujwdwsh  wpawquwlph oy plpwgpmd. hwj YuwnwiwphyGhpp
GEpYuywlnud 56 Gpwl wiwlny Jwd wGdGwnmp (hGbny® Gpubhg GG
wiwl unwGmd®:  652-654pp. wpwpwlwl qoppp  Uwujwdwjh
nijwywpnipjwdp hwubmd & HhG (Fwph) b ywywpmd wy: Lpw
qoppp  ghGywd tp pwpwGbpny (pwpwlbnn  StpLGwGbp), npnlp
Swlwwnwqpulwb ntp mGkigwl FyhGh widGwnmp hGEm hwpgmd:

9-pn nuph wpwp wwwndhy wi-Pwjwgnphh JYwnpjwdp’ Qwphp
ppG UwujwiwG yhp Guébimg htwn Gpw pGwlympjwlp 7Gophtg
wiw(. nph pojwGnwlympmGp hbwunlguyG tp.

«wlml Unnmon qpwohl b napdwofl. wyu b ghpd. op
<wphp  omyh Uwwqwdwyh  pGophlg  Rupfyp



pplumnbpubbppt.  dngbppb  (quuipupmbépht-<.L.) L
hpewlblpht, pt Gaphuwbbphl. b pb pwgwluwbbpht: Jbp
wldbph. hlpf. GhbnbghGhph. nwdwpbbph b dbp pwnwph
wpfugGlplt wupwhndmpoGp dkg pGnphbgh. L narp
wwwhnyfwd bp. b Jblp wyu pupyGuonmpuilpy hwuvmwn
winh  wwhblp. w/ilpwl dJwdwbwl. oppwl poip
hwfwmwphd,  §dGwp L §fSwpbp  qfuwhwplp b
hopuwiuplp:

Uvindwo flw £ b fip fGuyoipym Gp pudwlwG E:

wpfip Uwupudwh npphG  fpp  dénpny  [lpkg wju
qw;ﬁwqj:pp»’:

Muwjtwlwqphg Gptmd b, np GwéjwdGbph hwiwp GpwGwlyymd k
qfuwhwply (g9hgqhw), uwljw)G 8-pnp nuph hwj dwwbGwghp Alnlnh
Yyuwmpjwdp wju pgwlmd b dhGyt UppwujwGitph hwumwwnuip
(750p.) Awjwuwmwlmyd 9hqhwl qwldymd tp n; pt G3hg, wyp
pGunwGhphg (2luhg)": Wyu hpwh6wlp Yupbih t pGoipwonb; npubu Gop
hwpyuwjh6 hwdwlwpgh zﬁhunlnptll.ubmp_]mﬁ‘ nunnoppjwd  wtnujhG
Jmpwhwnmly yhpwndwdp, pwGh np Upwphwjhg nmpu pGyw)Gynn
huwhpwmpjul  hwdwjwpgmd  duwjjwiwl  pwpépwjwlnulyp
Gupgpuwd wnwohl wwpwdpltphg tp: Cuw Swpwphh® Qwphp hpl
Uwujuwdwl wiwl t wwhe Guwbk Ohyhup (Ghphwjhu ©phihuhG)
pﬁmlump_]mﬁp. GpwGg bwdwp uvwhiwlGbny dGYy nphGwp 9hghw
pGwwGhph jmpwpwlynp winuush hunwp®

dwj-wpwpwliwl hwpwpbpmpymGipnd tnhy &6 nbwptp, bpp
umbndqwd pwnupwlywl hpunJh6wyhg GG4mnyY hwjbpG ppblp GG
bwlnbu tht wwjdwlwgph YapiwlG Gwhwwdtpimpyjudp: Uuwjwoh
wwwgnygli t Uwhwl Ywpnnhynuh Guwdwyp 693-709pp. UpihGhwjh
thnfuwppw Umbwiddwn hp6 UpjwGhG: Gpp (whiwpwpwliwl wmGhpp
wbtntjwimd 6, np Umhwidwn hpG Upjwlp qopp b hunjwpmd
Qwjwunwl  wppwym hwdwp, Gpwlp Uwhwl YwpnnhYnuhl
thwagnptighG  ytpghGpu htwn pwlwlgbini, uvwlwyl Ywpnnhynup
Gwlwwwphhl dwhwgwy® Gwdwy gptny Unthwidwn hp6 UpjwGhG,
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npp. pun toipjwG. wiwG tp, h6;6 £ Gw plnmGbkg": UdwGh pGnmGnidp
GwGwymd tp ghddhh uwpquyhdwyh npwiwnpod:

fhiumdGwufipynn dwiwlwlwpewlmy hujwdwwi
Bpwywghnwiwl  hwdwlwpgp quiymd tp Yuwjwgdwl tmmd U
sGwjwd wjn wikGh6 wpkl dLwynpyty kp uyqpmbp, hwdwdw)l npj
ghddhGbpp (wh; wq ghidw) hpwimbp mGEEG dwnw)b huwjfibw)h
pwlwymy Juwd b mGEGun ghGywd pwqiwlwh shwynpmdbbp:

Uju wonidny htwwppphp t dwjuwwmwGh b bwihbwimpjwi dhol
4ipYwd Lu dkl wwjdwlwghpp: Uyn wwjdwlwqph pojwGpulmpimbp
puwn Utiptinuh htanbjwiG tp.

«h (wpwp qopuiuph- <L.) L dbp (huybph — <.L.) djigl wyu
huwpmmpywl pifuinp pon [hGh 'pwli]z wwph b pop [uwdbGwp:
Ul bpbp wwph dbqlihg hwply 366 wnbh: Uupw [uwp bppdundp,
o b pp qwdblwp: Jbp wylmuphmd 15 hwqup hbdjuy
wwhbgbp L (dbp) wpfuwphhg wwpbGunjnpbgbp, bu (qu)
wppnbfi  hwply Ghwdwpbd: <bobpuqophi  Uunpfip kU
mquplih. puyg mpfy omanby hpwduybd, qopohl upunpuwum
ujfunfr (pO6G: Udppwbbp sb6d. mquiplh pbpnbpp oy b Jéowply)
ywd Goyb puly Jbfy wnwdhly (Upunydwl — <.L.) hbéyuy
qopulywl: ByGwdh s dinbh {uwjwmnwd, uly kph hoondp qu
dbq Ypw. dbq oqlwlwul qoppbp qmququ' apsuwh nop
yunibitip: Eppymid b vko Uwnomy, ap s6 wnmn':

Uju thwuwwpnph pnjwinwlmpjmGhg bplmd t, np qnpd mGhlp
wiwl wmbuwhh  wwjdwGeph  hbn, wwlw)l wwpwimuwlp t
wnwewglimy htotjwqnph wwhwjw Ghjm wpwpGhph
wuwwnpwunwjuimpimGp L hwplph quiadw( w(npny
4LwbpumdGhpp:

U. Stp--Lnlnywp, oy ko Ghpnpmd mGh wpwpbpbG wnpympGhph.
hwwnljwutiu LwjwuinwGhb ytpwphbpon huwwnijwoltiph
mundGwuhpmpjwl qopdmy, hhwnwgnunbiny QwjwuwnwGhG wnlyynn
wpwpbphG wnpmpwghnmwlwb Gympp, quGmd t, op 7-9-pn qwpbpmy
{wjwunwip nuwnwpbg Jwpywhwl mpmyG Shuwop (hGhmg L
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Jwnwywpymu bp hwy JuwnwyjwppyGeph Yondhg, npnGp Ynymd tht
«Qwng [7uwi»" wpdwmpjwlp. pun tmpjwb. Qwjwunwih Glwe
l{umun]wpnuip' <wng huwlp guwynpmpjudp U (wwpwpwlwb
wGlpp  dpgngny.  wlGhwyn  whblwb tp  (pwgwnnipwdp
wujunwipwiwl dwiwbwiwhwwwdGbpp). pwlip np Qwjwuwnwbp
hpiGwlwl dwuny wwwhnymd tp hp uwhdwGGGpp (qpuing  pul
lowihdwympjwbp) hp ShengGbpny: fowihuwymppub Yondhg hwjjwlut
htoGjuqnppl wnwpbkljw6 100 hwqup wpdwph tinppwphy (h6Ep hGpGhG
funumd kp npw dLwlwG pGmjph SwuhG':

GQupbh b GGpwnpl], np  ppwyh6wlp Ehjin  qGwhwnybg
lowhbwmpjwi  Yondhg L pwGh np  Qwjwunmwlmd  wnlw
Gwhwpwpwhuwlwjwlé Yjwpwyjwpiwl bhwdwlwpgp pwywlwGhG
Jwjwgwo tp. thopd wpybg wwhwwlb) status quo' wmbnuwynpbinyg w)G
hptiGg hwiwp hwuljwGwih hwiwljwpgh db9 ' wiwbh wbupny: UYLhG.
hwjng huwlG Otopnpou OuniGhG hpwdppdtg Qwdwulnu L Gpw
ywrwywphy Umwyhwihg unwgwy «ouljbntG hwgmuw» L «nulbphy
npny»", hGyp hhybgbmd bt wllwh Shwwbwmpjut popp wpunwph
aLbtipp:

AlnGnp hhpwwwlimd t dh npjwqg, npp dwyng hyhuwlp Lk hw)
GwhuupupGtpp qhddhGEphG ny pGnpny wpwnnbjw) JuwpgquyhGwlymd the:
UwuGwynpwwbu, 2LLknGnh dnwn Jupgmid GGp, np UpdhGhw)jh wpnkG
hppwnwijwd  Juwrwdwphy UpwG ppG Umhwddwnp  hwy
ﬁm}umpmpﬁhph. dwjng hyhuwl Upnwn Rwqpunmbm gqluwiynpnipjudp,
wpwywlp GG Juqiwlbpwmd nbwh <nGwg bGphhp, nip Jwwn
hwonnnipyniGGtp GG niGhiGmd L hwpniun wjwpny Ybpwnwnbmd GG:
Uduwpp, punn pGnmGwd Yupgh, pwdwlbiny hp qopphG, Gwhiuwbu Skl
hhGgbpnpnp ninwpybiny fuwihdhe, Updwi hpGt UmGwddwyp pwdhG t
hwGmd hwyng hyfuwGhG L ﬁm}umpmpﬁbphﬁ's:

Qphddhh  Jwpquwyh6wyhG wnGynny dmiu  hwpgp  hwplwyhG
pwnuwpwlwlinipymGG b, npp huwihbwinipyniGp Jwpnid tp hwjbph L
UpdhGhw Yinjuwppw)nipju b hwinbu pGnhwipuwwbu:

Uniph munidGwuhpnipjniGp gnijg t wmwihu, np 7-pn nuph Gpypopn
Ytuhg dpGyL 8-pn nuph wnwohG Yhu pGlwo dwiwlwljwhwinywond

huuppwmpjwb hwpuih6 punwpwlwGnipym Gp mwppbpgmd tp dmu
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nwpwdplbpmyd  tnwd  ppwyhwyhg:  dbplod  wpgkl funugbg

qihuwhwpyh (9hghwjh) hppl dfuwhwpyh wyy paYwdwb dwut:

Uwbthwtnu Uunphyp Gymd L. np Unmwdphwih opnp (661-6R80pp.)
Qwjuwumwbp wwpbiuwti 500 pwhbfwl Ep Jéwpmi'™: Uy Phyp
hpwywtmd dpowntyh thnpp t. pG0 Yyywymd b npw dLwlwl plmjp)
dwupli: Qwidbdwwmmpjwl hwdwp GGp. np wybh my ppwlnid
UpdpGhw nuwmpywlnpjni ﬁp. Qwjwumnuwlp Ypwg L UnjuiGhg GpypGhp)
htin wnwptywl Jéwpmd Ep wmwulbpbp dpjhnl ghphtd: dwpyh gy
dwGnid thG Gwl qnpglp, qupgbp, hwibdm GpGbp. d4Gnbn b wy6': Uyu
wyjunGpp hGpGhG tunumd GG. np Jwn ppwlmd dwjwuwnwihg
qubdyny hwpyh dlwlwl ploypp YYyumd b Qwjwunwbh
hGpGoipnyyGnipjwl dwuhG:

Udthnthtiny Yuphih t Gyt), np
o  fwyGwqplpp hwjtph L wpwpGbph dhol YGpymd thG tpym Yondtph

(wiwdbninipjwdp:

o Mujiwlwgptpny (wluwwnbujwd hwplybpp dLwywG pGoyp EhG
ypmid L Rhghwl bhilwlwlmd 6)hg quGdytym thnfuwphG
quidaymd tp otuhg:

* Cuw hujwdwlwl hpwynilGph® hwytkpp ghddhGhp thl: Unmhwinbpd,
hfuwlwlwl wnhibpp hpwymbp mG6hG wwhwwll hpklg
wjpm&hlbpp: Uytqhl, Gpwlp dwulwlgmd thG fuwihdpwimpjub
pwqiwlywl qoponnmpymGGtphG U dwulGwpwdhl thG uwmwlmd
wywphg: lwhbwmpjul bhwdwpjupgmd  «dwjng  hyluwlh»
hGuunhunmwnh  wwhywlimdip pwgwehy t  luwhdwmpyui
wuwwninpjwl dby:

Ltunwqouumpnilp hGwpwynpmpmib t wwihu bqpulwgll;, nop
hwjtpp btnby &6 mddwjh (bhpwy wlgwdGbp, hGy6 wwwhnyyty 3
wwppbp  wwpdwlwgpbpny (hhdGwlywlms wdwl L unyh) Gpwig
hnjwlwynpjuyq  (qhddhh) YwpquyhSwlyp, HGwjwd np Gpulg
qnpombtmpmbp gt wlwnn hwlijwumd tp hupwdmd ghddhGiph hwdwp
wipwonjwd wjwlguwlwl wwwnlpwgnidGbphl:



HAYK KOCHARYAN
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THE STATUS OF ARMENIANS IN THE CONTEXT OF ARAB ARMENIAN
RELATIONS IN THE SEVENTH AND EIGHTH CENTURIES

This study is devoted to exploration of first Arab-Armenian contacts and the
newly-fledging system of relationships brought about as a result of these contacts in
the early Middle Ages. i.e. in the period between the second half of VII and first half
of VIII century.

Islam came into being and took its shape in VII century: as a result of activities
of Prophet Mohammed and his followers (Caliphs), the religion was spread and
adopted among numerous peoples and tribes extending over huge territories. In the
period mentioned above, the Armenian highland was one part of the vast Arab
Caliphate, while some of the Armenian Principalities periodically were either
successful in gaining independence from the Caliphate or brought back into its
confines.

One of the most important novelties of the time was the introduction by Islam
and its Prophet Mohammed of a new mechanism of organization of society called
Ummah, which was an unprecedented phenomenon for Arabia. In other words, the
existing model of tribal and kinship organization was contradicted by a new system
constructed around the axes of monotheism (Tauhid) according to which the world,
instead of former “Banu of these™ and “Banu of those™ division, now consists of Dar
Al-Islam and Dar Al-Harb, Muslims and non-Muslims.

From this point of view, the Arab (Muslim)-Armenian relations personify an
interesting experience since the unique societal structure of Armenia (the country was
ruled by Principalities and the cavalry of a significant number possessed by them;
there were also peasants, namely, rank-and-file people) found its reflection in these
relations as well.

Islam worked out a system of agreements and contracts (Ahd, Sulh. Akd, Aman)
which once being signed between Muslims and non-Muslims would give the latter the
opportunity to act in the status of the protected (Ahl al-Dhimma) as one part of the
Ummah, in the meantime benefiting from and obeying the obligations and
responsibilities specified by the status.

Armenians and Arabs (Muslims) signed such contracts still during their first
contacts. Different sources. mainly Armenian though, mention that the Armenian
Patriarch of Jerusalem received the first contract of this kind personally from Prophet
Mohammed (this information has not been corroborated by other reliable sources yet).
However. Armenian and Arabic written sources contain other references to such
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contracts: more specifically. after having invaded Armenia in 654. Habib Ibn
Maslama signed contracts with land owners including the population of the town of
Dvin (Dabil): another example is Catholicos Sahak'’s letter to the Viceroy of Arminia
Muhammad Ibn Mrvan (693-709).

The study of the contracts shows’that the agreement between Armenians and
Arabs could be reached at the initiative of both sides. These contracts with the main
part of their content. which was stipulating the freedom of Christians to practice their
religion as well as immunity of their property. wealth, and lives, are identical with the
contracts signed in other parts of the Caliphate. Differences refer to the issues of
definition of the size of the land tax (Kharaj) and poll tax (Djizya). According to
Armenian chronicler Ghevond. before the period of the Abbasids rule in Armenia.
Djizya was levied as a household instead of a poll tax which is a unique phenomenon.
Another important circumstance was that on the one hand Armenians were in the
status of Dhimmis, on the other hand. however, the Armenian principality families
were benefiting from the right of keeping their cavalries. Moreover. they were
participating in the military operations of the Caliphate and had their share of booty as
was the case with Ashot Bagratuni mentioned by chronicler Ghevond.

This situation can be described as a local reflection of the “elite (Khassa) and
rank-and-file people (Ama)” relations existing within the broader societal system of
the Caliphate; this is to say, the Armenian principality families could be perceived as
Khassa, while the system of obligations and responsibilities applicable to Dhimmis
was mandatory for the Ama, namely, peasants, merchants and others. Therefore, an
inference could be made that during the Arab rule the Armenian population succeeded
as much as possible in adjusting itself to the new realities it had to face.
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