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GRIGOR MAGISTROS AS AUTHOR OF SHARAKANS AND TAGHS

(summary)
ANNA AREVSHATIAN

Girigor Magistros (980-1058) was one of the renowned cultural figures of the Bagratid
era of Armenia. He was a leading figure of the new trend of thought in the Armenian
cultural milieu. Manuscript references confirm that he had commendable knowledge of the
religious music that was taught in the monastic schools as well as the popular music that
was being developed by minstrels.

It is a significant fact the church canonized several of his sharakans. Indeed Magistros,
a lay person, had his name included by the church in the canonical as well as the non-
canonical list of sharakans, a further proof of his stature as a music figure of the 11™
century. Strangely. however, no serious attempts have been made by scholars to research
and enlist the sharakans and taghs Magistros had written.

In her article. Arevshatian endeavors to address this issue.

She comes out with a list of five sharakans and two raghs, all authored by Grigor
Magistros.
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