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FROM THE HISTORY OF ARMENIAN-YUGOSLAV RELATIONS
(From the beginning to the 1930s)
(Summary)
ARTSVI BAKHCHINYAN

The article is a compilation of data and information about the few circumstantial
contacts and links the Armenians had with the countries and peoples of ex-Yugoslavia
throughout the centuries.

The Armenian presence in the territory of ex-Yugoslavia dates back to the 10" century,
when Armenian followers of the Paulician movement settled in the arca. The oldest
Armenian inscriptions in the area date back to 1202 and 1218, both inscribed on Serb
churches. In 1392 the Armenian church of Jermenchich was built in Serbia, while various
Armenian merchants and craftsmen had settled in the diverse cities of Yugoslavia during
the Ottoman rule, especially in Beograd, which has been mentioned in several Armenian
manuscripts and literature. An Armenian church and school were established in Novi Sad in
1746. They functioned until the late-1930s and were destroyed in 1964 by the Communist
regime.

There were some cultural relations too. Both the first Serbo-Croatian dictionary and
the Serbian ABC book were published in the printing house of the Armenian Mekhitarist
congregation in Vienna.

After the Armenian Genocide of 1915-1922 many Armenians took refuge in various
cities of Yugoslavia. In 1932 the Armenian Union of Beograd was founded. In 1935 there
were about 500 Armenians in Yugoslavia, mainly in Beograd and Skopje. These were
mostly traders, craftsmen, and physicians; some were intellectuals and artists. Their tiny
number and lack of organization led to their assimilation in the Yugoslav community in the

1930s. Nonetheless most of the heirs of the assimilated Armenians try to maintain their
national identity.
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