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UhLU3GL3UL ShY UL

FRUPP ULUMNSPS XII UMk LNru<u3s NMuruusrsu
urauvuarnpfe3nnrue

Uihpnid &d <wily <whnpjwitip
nuwidnn hpowynuyht

Pwbugh pwnbp’ Pouh, wwpulbpbu, wpdwlwgpnieniyu,
Lbpphu Gwht/tfwownmwnbd, <wjl <wlynpwt, hubwhuw|wp, Unt-
hwddwn fnwh, <wjwunwt, bpwu, 1175-1183:

2007 pwlwuphtu < FUU htwghwnipjwt b wqgqw-
gnnupjwu huunhwnunh wp2wwfunwpp htwgbn <ugly <w-
Ynpjwuh dwutwlhgniyejwdp, Fouhh wdpngh wtnnudubph dw-
dwiwly hwjnuwpbpb; Ep wpwpwwnwn Jhdwghp dh wp-
dwlwgnpnye|nLu:

<. Cwlynpjwup hwnnpndwdp wpdwlwgpnieniup ww-
nniuwynn pwpp quudbp Ep wdpngh dwppdwt  wofuw-
nwupubph pupwgpnd’ dhouwpbpnh wbnnwiubph dwdw-
uwly": Updwlwgpnypnit ywpniwynn pwnp wydd fuuwdpny
wwhwwuynd £ Pouhh puwyhsubphg dayh wwup: Uju duny
gnbpt pwnwynwh dh pwp £ funtwynyejwt wywjdwutbpned
Ypwlwpdwu hGwnbwupny pwph dwybpbup b wpdwlwgpni-
pPInUp uyhwnwlybp Bu, vwluwju wnbin-nbn Gplwgnn nups-
Uwagnyt pwgywsépubipp hnynd Gu, np wju vintd £ Lwpu
niup htinnlyw) swihbpp® 56 ud (pwpdpnyenid) 45 ud (-
Unieintl), W 16 ud (funpnipntu):

I Zuyll Mhnth Zulnputh mbdudwbwl] dwhfwb gqundwrm] hbwpun]np
skyun] wuipgl] wpdwbwgpmipimt hmynbwpbkpdwh Jwbipudwutbkpp, hul
whnnultbph dwuht hnnpjwép nhebiu mywgpnipiub ptpwgpnud t:
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Updwlwgpniejwt nwnwduwuhpnigyniup gnyg b nwhu,
np wyu bnbp b wyblh punwpdwl wpwpwwnwn wpdwlwgpnt-
piwl dwu: Ujw n, wpdwlwgpnipwu ph Jbpht, ph uwnn-
nhtu b el wy L dwlu hwwnwdubpp Ynpk) Bu:

Updwtwgpnipniup pwunwlws b nbhbbwhtu Jdbs
wnwnbipny, gpuwmbuwlyp’ twulu, punlugwsd £ 5 wnnhg.

(Fupgdwunpiniup hwbipku.

T s a0t
2) ...hudwh[uwwp] Unthwddwn (enwh
3) [...]7 hupwdh. ..

]

i L.

4) ... Uuwnwdu ophth pninpht

5) ... [tnwph] hhug hwpnip L. .. wundu?
Updwtwgpnipjwt wnwght wnnnp Juwudwsd £ Jbpht

dwund b wtpupbnubih £ Uhwju todwpynd £ pwnwbpgh

«hw»-1h Yud «qu» b «pur «dhd» inwnwlwwwlgnizniup,

nun npnud «dhdp» nbnlw swpniwlynd £ pruguljugnn huwn-

Juidnud:

2 Updwbwgnmpqub Jkpupbpuy fanphpopuligl; Bbip pppowbugh wiplik-
jmabkwn Umtthdbkh Fayubh-Idnywbkpunh hkwn: Sinphwljuympnih Ebp hwpn-
bl bwl Zmuhly Ulkypnbpubhl, Pahp Twphprabht b Upoaly Siobmb
wndwbugnnipiub hwpunbupkpiub hkn juupdws kg Elnugmbbkp vapu-
dwunphknt hunbup:
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LGwplnp £ 2-pn innnh pudwhuwgpun Yuad wuwpuybpbu
wpwuwlnyejudp  fudpwhuwpun  inhuninnuh - hwnnpnndp,
huswbu twb wudh wudwt' Unthwddwnh (Unhwddwnh) L
upw bhupuyp wudh npunbinhg (hubng Ynulpbin wiu nbw-
pnud’ Ppwth nw pwnuphg dwgbint hwugwdwuph hwnnp-
nndp:

hudbwhuwwp/huthwhuwwp wnhwnnup, npp wps-
ws £ bnb| ppwtwwt punwpwiut-nwgduluwi b dowlne-
pwhu wgnbgnyeniu Ypnn hwpuwnigniuubph opowtntd, un-
Unpwpwp wpdbl B gnpph hpudwtwwmwpubpht®: Wu wnhun-
nhup gnpdwodyb) £ X nuwph ybpetiphg, hwwnluwuwbu hpwtw-
fuwt hwpuwnygniiubph wotunidwgdwt nuipwopgwuncd, wjt
Upbp BU wwl ubonlywt pwqdwehy wdhpwubp: budpuwh-

3 Bosworth C.E.,, Digby S., I[spahsalar, Sipahsalar. The Encyclopedia of Islam,
New Edition, Volume IV: [ran—-Kha. Leiden and New York: BRILL, 1997,

pp. 208-210.
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uwwnph hbwn dbGynbn oquwgnpddb] Gu twl hwohp wi-
hnigowp (Faalt als) hwohp wi-pwphp (LSl @als) Yud
uwhhp w-pwy2 (Gl cala) inhiinnuubpp®: Lnyu whwnnnup’
uwwuwiwn Ywd wdhpuywuwwn nwppbpuwyny, nwpws-
qwd | tnb twlb OppbGywuubph W Rwpwpjwutbph 2powuntd:
Wuwbu, ophtiwy, Oppbywtutpt Ehu «uywuwun wdttwu
gopwgu W hpwdwtwwwp wdbbwu  woluwphht Ypwg»
dhtg X1 nwnh Ytipgp’:

Updwlwgpnipjwts snppnpn. winnhg £ dhwjt wwipq
nwnund, np wju gpwsd b wwpuybiptung, pwuh np pninp
wnnbipp Yupnn Gu pb” wpwpbpbu b pl ywpuybpbu (hub,
huly snppnpnp, npnud hwnnprdnud £ wiwpbiphdp, - htswu
pninp  dnunydwiwhwt wpdwtwgpnieniuubpnud, undnpuw-
pwpn wpwpbptuny E:

Updwuwgpnigjwu Jbpoht' hhugbpnpn winnp  wbinb-
Unigyntt £ wwihu npw wwpbeyh 4Gpwpbpuw;: Lwuh np
wohg GUnn wnwoht b Yud wnweoht W Gpypnpn pywlwi-
ubipp pwgwlwynud Gu. npwup duwgb) G dwhu Ynndh Ynwnp-
qwd hwwndwond, b wju wwwbwnny, np wpwpbpbunwd
nwutwynpp  hwpnippuwoh wnel | npdnud, wpdwtw-
gpniejwu pYwgpnudp Yuwpnn Gup wtiw) dhwjt dninwiynp:

Updwuwgpnipiniup npnawlh wywunwund E hhopwih
wndwph  hhug  hwpnipbpnpn’ hwdwwwnwufuwuwpwp
Sphgnppwtu opwgnygh' XIl nwphu: bus Japwpbpnud | nwu-
twdjwyht, wwyw nbuwlwunpbu wju Yupnn £ pdugpdby X
nwnh  pwnwuntwwuubpny, jnpwluwuntuwwiuubpny W
Ywd hubunbwlwoubpny: Fwut wjiu £, np ywhywiywsd

4L inknod:

> Gphgnpyut @.U., Uymbhpp Opphjjutitkph opnp (XHI-XV nupkp), Gphwt,

1981, to 17: Sk'n tmlt Uwnbkithwbinuh Uphtibmg Byhulnynuh Muwudniphia

nwbb Uhumwmtho h imu ptduybwg Uhpnhs Buht, Unulpdw, 1861, ke 277:
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.. JGpowidnpnuentup Ywipnn B wwwnwubp dhwyt punw-
untl Gzl Inpwlwun - G2 Juid hUbunty G=d pYuiuit-
utpht: Pwnwunwtuh nGwpnud wpdwuwagpnienuup Yunpbh §
rwqgpb] dnnwynpuwwbu 1146 - 1154, jnpwlwunitth nbw-
pnd’ 1175-1183, hul hutuntuwlwuubph nbwpnud’ 1194-1203
rYwlwuubpny: Uwlwju, Gpb pwiunwljwsd |hubp pwnwuntu
Gl ) ww . -hg wg bpund wbwnp E duwp «wh$h»
Jophu hwwnduwdp, npp shw: Ubp Jupdhpny huluntup' G
L jppwlwunitup’ G dholt Uwupuwpbih | jnpwuwuniup’
O pwith np O=..-hg Jbpbnd npdwd | o«pwn-h Yhanpyp,
suwjwd np whwp £ npdwd £ jhubp «pw»-h nwly, uwluwj,
hwwuwpwnp, ubppund wnbn ghubint ywwndwnnd npdb; |
Jeplnw:

Wuwhuny, dbup hwljwd Gup wpdwlwgnpnieiniup
rwqgpbint 1175-1183 pwlwuutph dhol puljwsd dwdwlw-
Ywhwwnywsdny:

Fouhu Utd <wjph Upwpwwn twhwugh Ywpwduntuhp
quywnh Ywplunp hGuwybwntiphg Ep: Uju pwqdhgu Gupwply-
gt £ dnwnydwiwlwt ndtph hwpdwynwdubpht W hwinh-
uwgbip nwqdwlwtu gnpdnnnueiniuubph pwwbpwpbd: Uju-
wbu, ophtiwy, wn pbpnwpwnwph dnn' {pugnwtu ghitnh
withht, Pwugpwunniuh Gwghl P pwquynph opnp (1041-1045
rR.) Ywuwly Mwhjwdniunt npnh Sphgnph gluwynpniejwdp
hwing qnppp hwnend [ bpwuh UbGpfundwd dnwunydwtw-
Ywu hpnuwubpht®:

1072 p. Pouhu wugwy ubijoniy pnipptiph inhpwwbiunne-
pjwlu  wnwy, vwlywu 1201 p. hw-ypwgulwu gnppbipp w-

* Uunphnu Minhugkgh, dunlwbwljmgpniypinit, Uppiwphwipup puipguu-
tnipnibp b swbnpugpmpnibbipp Zpwy Fupphljjubth, Gphwb, 1991, ko
96-97: Skp-Nhnlngyuh U, Upwpwljwb wilhpumpnibbibpp Pugpunnilijug
Zuyuuwnwbnul, Gplhwt, 1965, te 211:
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quinwgnght ptpnwpwnwpnp, hugh 2unphhy wju wugwy
2wpwpwuubpht:  <wynuwpbpdwd  wpdwuwgnpnyegniun
Fouhnwd Xl nwpnud dnwnydwtwlwt  hofuwunieniuubph
Ynndhg wwpwdph gpwydwu b upwug ubplwinyewu Yyuw-
jniejnlul k :

hus Yybpwpbpnd £ hubwhuwjwp Unthwddwn/Unhwd-
dwn Gnwhht, www tw hwjwuwpwn bnbp E Pouhh pbp-
nuwpwnwph dnwnydwiwlywu Yuwgnph Ywnwdwnphsp, nwd
hpwhwugny hGug pwunwydbp [ wju wpdwlwagpnieniup:
2Uwywd wju hwugwdwuphu, np wpdwlwgpnipinlt wwpni-
uwlynn pwpp, pun L <wlhnpjwuh Uwjubwlwu  wnduh,
huwjntwptpyty £ dhguwpbpnh gphnph Yud gpwnwn dh
thnuh dbg, wyu wbwp £ npdwd |hubip dhguwpbpnh Yud
pbnnh wwuwnbph dbe: Rwpp hbunwguinud wmbnwidhniuyby ,
pwnnybl Bpynt Ynndbiphg U oguwgnpdyb 2htiwpwpwlwi
Uwwwnwyubipny:

Pouhh wpdwuwgpnieniup <wyjwumnwuh  <wlpuwb-
wniejwl tnwpwdpnd hwyntwpbpywd wpwpwunwn dholw-
nunjwu ng tnwwwuwgnwht pnjuunwynyejwdp udnwubphg
E: WU, np pwpp wrwwwuwpwn sk, Jyuynd Gu dnwnydwtiw-
Ywu gbpbgdwuwhu Ynpnnubph ypw' hwugnigjuh wuniuhg
wudhowwbu wnwe nnynn el ass el «UbpYwd, pnnnyenlu
utnwigwd» wnwwhwjwnnysniuubph pwguwlwynieniup, pwu-
nuwyyws gpbiph swihwquitg dbS (hubip gbpGquwuwght Yn-
pnnh hwdwpn, huswbu twl gpbph ninnwhwjwg nwuwyn-
nnygjnup pwph jwwndwdp: Upwpwwnwn Jhdwgpbpp dbnp
Gpypnud dnwunydwuwlwu wbwunnyenluubph Gplwnpwnle inh-
nwuwbwnyejwu hbwnpbphg Gu, npnug, uwluwju, Gugnn db-
Swdwulntejniup npdholUwnwnwi nwuwuwpuwnbp Gu:
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Npwbu ghtwpwpwywu punyeh dhdwghp® Yupnn, Gup
ok Upwgwdnunuh Lbpphtu Bwihuh/fwonmwnbdh dhoUw-
pbnnh wywwnhtu wpdwsd Cwnnwnjwulubph wpdwlwgnnient-
up’, nnp pwanynwd £ hhopwyh 570 Yuwd 1174 pdwlwund,
dnunwdnpwuwbu Uunyt dwdwuwlywopowund, hus Pouhh wn-
dwlwanntenilup:

Fouhh Unpwhwjn wpwpwunwn wpdwlwgnnigniup
yyuwynw £ Xl nwpnwd Pouh pUuwlwdwiph Ywplinpniugjuwiu
dwuhU: Uju nbnbYynieiniu | hwnnpnnud, np Xl nwph 4Gpohu
nwutwdjwyubpnd  Pouh  pbpnwpwnwpp  hbGuwybn  Enp
wjuwnbn hwunwnywsd dnwnydwuwlwu wdhpwubph hw-
dwn:

7 Xawarpsm A A., HioxHetanunckas apabekas Hagmucs 570/1174 roga, UK, Ne
4, 1979, crp. 188-198; Lnylh, Kopnyc apabckux maanuceit Apmenun VIII-XVI

BB, Beinyck I, Epesan, 1987, cTp. 46.
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MIKAYELYAN TIGRAN

THE NEWLY DISCOVERED PERSIAN INSCRIPTION OF THE
XIl CENTURY IN THE FORTRESS OF BJNI

Keywords: Bjni, Persian, inscription, Nerkin Talin/Dashtadem, Hayk
Hakobyan, Isfahsalar, Muhammad Tusi, Armenia, Iran, 1175-1183.

In 2007 during its excavations within the citadel of Bjni
fortress the expedition of the Institute of Archaeology and Eth-
nology of the National Academy of Sciences of Armenia discov-
ered a stone with an inscription in Arabic characters.

We have read this Persian inscription in five lines sculpt-
ed on a stone fragment showing missing parts from all sides.
The first line is damaged and is unreadable, the second line
mentions the name of some Isfahsalar Muhammad/Mohammad
Tusi ...k 32 s [42s 1].... The third line is also unclear, ex-
cept for the guessable word ‘Islam’. The fourth line reads ‘May
the God bless all’ in Persian. The fifth line communicates the
date, which is ... [4]] L s 5 (2=, The date is incomplete, how-
ever it is definitely the 500" year of Hijra or the Xll century
AD. To define the decade we need to offer numbers ending
with &=, These are forty o)) seventy G or ninety (e |

From these figures we prefer seventy U=is because of a
few considerations: if it is forty =t horizontal line of alif
would be visible even If It is damaged; there Is a dot over (...
even though ‘ba’s dot has been put over and not under the
letter. (22w or ninety also has no dots. So by choosing seventy,
we can date the inscription to the period of 1175-1183. We can’t
offer a more precise date as the first number before seventy is
lost.
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We also believe that this inscription is not an epitaph as
there are no Islamic formulas for the deceased put right before
the name; also the sculpted characters are too big for a grave-
stone and In addition they are positioned perpendicularly to the
stone unlike Armenia’s Muslim gravestones. Therefore, this
must be a fragment of an inscription commemorating some
construction or maybe a repair or strengthening of the Bjni for-
tress or citadel executed by the order of Isfahsalar Muhammad
Tusi.

Unfortunately the inscription does not communicate the
dynasty to which it belongs. However, there is another Arabic
inscription of 1174 by Shaddadids carved on a citadel of Nerkin
Talin/Dashtadem (Aragatsotn region of Armenia).

The newly discovered Persian inscription is evidence that
Muslim military had some presence during the last decades of
the XII century in the Armenian fortress of Bjni.
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