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THE EXPRESSIONS OF ALLEGORY IN THE ARMENIAN CINEMA:
SERGEY PARADJANOV AND ARTAVAZT PELESHIAN
(Summary)
SIRANUSH GALSTIAN

Every time art attempts to see the invisible essence through visible forms, it
condenses expression and calls in the help of allegory, with the poetic language of
symbols and metaphors. The author claims that only with such a complexity may
one approach the highest realities, the bases of human existence.

In addition, art in its highest forms aspires to express those bases of human
existence by transforming reality into codes or legends. To live these symbols and
metaphors and to be influenced by them is similar to the heartbeat and the
subconscious condition of someone who seems to be at a very close range to that
unknown.

Galstian claims that this is why, when we watch a high-quality movie or when
we are still under its influence, we remain in that sphere of the unknown, the
intangible, and feel the unsaid for a while.

The author proposes that a number of movies produced by two talented
Armenian producers, Sergey Paradjanov and Artavazt Peleshian, fall within this
framework. They include Peleshian’s “Seasons of the Year” (1975), “We” (1969),
“Natives” (1970), “Our Century” (1982), “End” (1992), “Life” (1993), and
Paradjanov’s “The Forgotten Shadows of Our Ancestors” (1965), “The Color of the
Pomegranate” (1969) “Legend on Surami Fortress” (1985), and “Ashugh Gharib”
(1988). Furthermore, the author highlights the characteristics and the very specific
creative art effects these two producers have achieved in their films. In the case of
Paradjanov, for instance, Galstian considers that one of the greatest inventions of
his art is the juxtaposition of things that are normally not put together.

Galstian underlines the fact that in both cases the producers have become co-
authors of the scenario, combining the time and the thoughts of the characters, the
scenarists and the producer with ail their baggage of aesthetic motifs and
expressions.
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