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CERTAIN ALLEGORIC CODES IN THE TALE OF
“ABOUT THE CHILD AND THE GIRL” IN THE LIGHT OF
MEDIEVAL ARMENIAN SPIRITUAL-ALLEGORIC LITERATURE

(Summary)
GAGIK MARTOYAN

Armenia witnessed a period of economic prosperity and abundance during the
Bagratide kingdom (10™ and 11" centuries). The improved living conditions were
conducive to more leisurely behaviour and attitude towards life. This led to a
conflict between spiritual and material values in life.

A reflection of this clash was in the revival of old legends and myths vested
with Christian values and interpretations.

The tale of “About the Child and the Girl” is a medieval translation with a

narrative putting the image of a Christian youngster (“manuk”) in the format of an
internationally known folk tale. It was circulated to promote Christian values,
glorify spiritual life, repentance, piety, prudence, and frugality.
Martoyan tries to combine the mythical section of the story, which has to do with
the hero solving the riddles raised by the princess and later marrying her, with the
Biblical teachings of Jesus that one needs to quit all earthly fortunes and follow the
word of God. In matching the young hero with the mythological sun and the
princess with the moon, Martoyan underpins his argument by drawing in
mythological elements found in the tale. Some of these are drinking the water,
being hosted by an old woman, fighting against the dragon who controls the town
spring, etc. On the other hand, the hero in the tale is named “child” which has the
dual meaning. He can be a soldier of Christian faith, and it reminds us of Jesus’s
call that in order to get into heaven one has to be like a child.
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