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THE INITIAL STAGE OF THE RELIGIOUS-EDUCATIONAL
MISSION OF MESROP MASHTOTS
(Summary)
VREJ VARDANIAN

The author argues that securing the spiritual independence of the Armenians
became a powerful tool towards maintaining this people’s survival in the last
decades of the Arshakuni (Arsacid) Kingdom in Armenia. This spiritual
independence was achieved thanks to the invention of the Armenian alphabet by
Mesrop Mashtots in the year 405 AD. Mashtots’s feat also raised hopes for
Armenian political distinctiveness. The invention of the Armenian alphabet was
greeted adversely among the pro-Persian Syrian clergy that enjoyed immense
influence in Armenia at the time. The Persian kings used to support the Syrian
clergy as leverage against the Byzantine Church. Mashtots invented the Armenian
alphabet in the Persian-controlled, Syrian city of Edessa in an attempt to weaken
resistance by the Syrian clergy in Armenia. Mashtots and his disciples also
translated the Bible to Armenian initially from the Syriac Peshitta version. The
author Koriun drew parallels between Mashtots and the Biblical prophet, Moses, so
as to argue that the invention of the Armenian alphabet was an exalted act,
sanctioned and blessed by God.
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